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Sticky Note
Welcome to the April 2014 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: Adam Spiegel's J/105 'Jam Session' and Ray Lotto's Express 27 'El Raton' enjoy pristine sailing conditions on the Cityfront during St. Francis YC's Spring One Design Series March 15-16.

Photo: Leslie Richter / www.rockskipper.com



THIS IS A GRAND PLACE 

TO BE IN APRIL.
F  Prime deep water double-fingered 

concrete slips from 30’ to 100’. 
F  Great Estuary location in the heart  

of beautiful Alameda Island. 
F  Complete bathroom and shower 

facility, heated and tiled. 
F  Free pump-out station open 24/7. 
F  Full-service Marine Center and  

haul-out facility. 
F  Free parking. 
F  Free on-site WiFi.
And much more...

Directory of Grand Marina Tenants

and flowers and trees start to blossom. Celebrate the coming  

of this season on your boat. From Grand Marina you’ll be  

out on the San Francisco Bay in mintues and come back to a 

retreat…a perfect way to lift your spirits after a long winter!

510.865.1200
Leasing Office Open Daily
2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.comG
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IT’S A TIME OF YEAR WHEN 
WARMER WEATHER BEGINS

Blue Pelican Marine .....................148

Boat Yard at Grand Marina, The ...11
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UK Sailmakers



Staying Power

*Powered by Pineapples

Bruce and Bridget Eastman sailed their 
Alberg 35, Sojourn, to Mexico, starting in 
2013 with the ever-popular Baja Ha-Ha, and 
they have cruised to a lot of harbors since: 
Manzanillo, La Cruz in Banderas Bay, Puerto 
Vallarta, Mazatlan, and up and down the Sea 
of Cortez.

While washing the salt off of their sails in La 
Cruz de Huanacaxtle Marina, a fellow Pine-
apple Sails customer stopped by for a chat 
and suggested they send a photo of their 
boat flying their 10-year-old Pineapple Sails 
to Kame Richards, Pineapple’s owner and sail 
designer.

A “sojourn” is a temporary stay. And the 
Eastmans have enjoyed staying in exciting 
places as they cruise their Alberg. Their 
Pineapple sails have served them well, with 
real staying power, built to last and perform.

Not many things in today’s world are built 
to last, but Bruce and Bridget’s 1963 Alberg 
35 and their suit of Pineapple Sails, built in 
2003, prove it can be done.

Give us a call for sails for your boat. Or stop 
by to witness quality sailmaking right here in 
Alameda.

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear, and Spinlock Deckwear

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at West Marine in Oakland or Alameda 
and at Inland Sailing Company in Rancho Cordova.

Like us on Facebook.
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Sojourn*

Come see us in booth #211-213-215  at the Strictly Sail Pacific boat show April 10-13
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Cover: Adam Spiegel's J/105 Jam Session and Ray Lotto's Express 27 
El Raton enjoy pristine sailing conditions on the Cityfront during  

St. Francis YC's Spring One Design Series March 15-16.

Photo: Leslie Richter / www.rockskipper.com
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line 
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to 
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety 
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white 
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be 
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, 
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions 
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.
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B O A T
LOANS

   from

Trident Funding

"a fresh approach from 
people you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

www.tridentfunding.com

Loans will be arranged or made pursuant to a 
California Finance Lenders License #605 1871.

See Us At Booth 427

Jack London Square
April 10-13

See us at

Jack London Square
April 14-17



1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #101 
Alameda, CA 

p: 510-864-3000 
f: 510-337-0565

POWER & SAIL NEW BOAT SALES • BROkERAgE • CONCIERgE OWNER’S SERvICES • ChARTER PLACEmENT

www.passageyachts.com

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

TWO LOCATIONS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

The first Oceanis 38 in the Bay Area is now 
at our docks and will be in the boat show!

 43 46 50 55   20 25 30 35 40 45   31 34 37 38 41 45 48 50 55

CATAMARANS

380   39   400   421   450  
52   560   620

BENETEAU BROKERAGE
OCEANIS 473 2005 $229,000
OCEANIS 423 2004 $169,900
OCEANIS 423 2004 $165,000 
OCEANIS 393 2003 $124,500
OCEANIS 37 2012 $178,000
OCEANIS 34 2009 $145,000
FIRST 35 2012 $175,000
FIRST 305 1988 $30,000 
FIRST 30 2011 SOLD!
FIRST 25 2013 $89,000

EXCLUSIVE BROKERAGE
ISLAND PACKET 485 2006 $549,000
CATALINA 470 2005 $297,000
HUNTER 466 2006 $235,000
JEANNEAU 45 2007 $250,000
ISLAND PACKET 380 2000 Pending
ISLANDER 36 1972 $34,995
ERICSON 35 1977 $29,900
ALERION EXPRESS 33 2009 $195,000
ALERION EXPRESS 28 2004 $79,500

POWER BROKERAGE
OFFSHORE 58 1995 $795,000
HATTERAS 53 MY 1977 $99,500
CAMARGUE 48 1988 $275,000
COBALT 263 2002 $49,000
GRADY WHITE 222 2002 $42,000

ALERION EXPRESS 33, 2009
$195,000

SELECT
BROKERAGE

BENETEAU OCEANIS 34, 2009
$145,000

APRIL EVENTS
APRIL 10-13:  
Strictly Sail Pacific in Oakland.

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13

APRIL 19: VIP Sails. RSVP to 
reserve a spot on select boats.

Oceanis 45 Oceanis 41First 25

Oceanis 38

Lagoon 400
at our docks
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o	eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email: ____________________________________________

o	Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
 Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

o	Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.) 

o	Third Class Renewal    o	First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

o	Gift Subscription 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

o	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

o	Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS       o	Current issue = $6 ea.

o	Back Issues = $7 ea.    MONTH/YEAR: _____________________________________

o	MASTERCARD o	vISA o	AMERICAN ExPRESS

Number: _____________________________ Exp.:  _______ csv: ______

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

You can
aLSo Go To 

www.latitude38.com 
To PaY FoR YouR 

SubScRiPTion
onLine

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor ......... Richard Spindler ........... richard@latitude38.com 
Associate Publisher ............. John Arndt .................... john@latitude38.com ............ ext. 108

Managing Editor .................. Andy Turpin .................. andy@latitude38.com ........... ext. 112 
Racing Editor ....................... Ross Tibbits .................. ross@latitude38.com ............ ext. 105 
Contributing Editors ............ John Riise, Paul Kamen, LaDonna Bubak

Special Events ..................... Donna Andre ................. donna@latitude38.com

Advertising Sales ................. John Arndt .................... john@latitude38.com ............ ext. 108 
Advertising Sales ................. Mike Zwiebach ............. mikez@latitude38.com .......... ext. 107

General Manager ................. Colleen Young .............. colleen@latitude38.com ........ ext. 102 
Production/Web ................... Christine Weaver .......... chris@latitude38.com ........... ext. 103 
Production/Photos .............. Annie Bates-Winship .... annie@latitude38.com .......... ext. 106

Bookkeeping ....................... Penny Clayton .............. penny@latitude38.com ......... ext. 101

Directions to our office ............................................................................................... press 4 
Subscriptions .......................................................................................................... press 1,4 
Classifieds ........................... class@latitude38.com ................................................ press 1,1 
Distribution .......................... distribution@latitude38.com ...................................... press 1,5 
Editorial................................ editorial@latitude38.com ........................................... press 1,6 
Calendar .............................. calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email .......................... general@latitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
15 Locust Avenue, Mill valley, CA 94941 
Ph: (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

Card to
read from:

NOTE: Subscriptions going to correctional facilities, FPO/APO (military),
Canada, and Mexico are first class only. Sorry, no other foreign subscriptions.
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Whitecaps
Marine Outfitters

Ship to Shore - We’ve got you covered

www.whitecapsmarine.com

(888) 994-4832

AND MUCH MORE!

PROUD RETAILER OF:

FREE SHIPPING!
All US Orders

Int’l Orders over $500

FREE SHIPPING!
All U.S. Orders

International Orders 
over $500

Whitecaps
Marine Outfitters

Ship to Shore - We’ve got you covered

www.whitecapsmarine.com

(888) 994-4832

AND MUCH MORE!

PROUD RETAILER OF:

FREE SHIPPING!
All US Orders

Int’l Orders over $500

Whitecaps
Marine Outfitters

Ship to Shore - We’ve got you covered

www.whitecapsmarine.com

(888) 994-4832

AND MUCH MORE!

PROUD RETAILER OF:

FREE SHIPPING!
All US Orders

Int’l Orders over $500



PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk • 9Am To 5Pm

San Francisco's Yacht Broker

10 mArInA BLVD., SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123  •  Toll Free: 877-444-5091  •  415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725  •  email: sales@citysf.com  •  website: www.citysf.com
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Northern California's exclusive agent

30' Nonsuch Ultra 
1989 • $58,900

33' Greenline, New! 2014
Diesel/Electric • $333,620

30' Cape Dory 300 MS
1986 • $54,900

40' Beneteau
2009 • $184,000

25' Nordic Folkboat
1979 • $13,900

ALSO FEATURING SELECTED MOTOR YACHTS:

57' Bayliner 5788 PH, 2001 ..........................$529,000
48' DeFever LRC/Trawler, 1980 .....................$175,000
44' Sea Ray 440 Express Bridge, 1997 ...........$165,000
41' Storebro SRC 400, 1990 ..........................$149,000 
40' Greenline, New 2014 ...............................$577,740
39' Sea Ray SF Sedan, 1985/1991 refit ..........$135,000

34' Californian Long Range Cruiser, 1979 .........$45,000
33' Greenline, New 2014 Diesel/Electric .........$333,620 
32' Wasque, 1973............................................$85,000
30' Carver 300 Aft Cabin, 1993 .......................$59,900
27' Boston Whaler Offshore Walkaround, 1992 .$69,000
23' Grady White, 2002 .....................................$39,000
21' Zodiac Pro Open 650 w/SF Marina Berth ....$60,000

33' Hans Christian 33T
1984 • $99,000

       
      C

OME

       
    SEE OUR HYBRID

       
   AT THE BOAT SHOW

38' Vilm 116 Motorsailer
2002 • $228,900

37' Swan
1971 • $94,500

47' Swan 
1976 • $210,000

REDUCED

41' Tartan 4100
1999 • $223,900



New Leopard 44

Now Representing
Alerion Sailboats

Now Representing
C&C Sailboats

INSTOCK

Alameda Yacht Sales Offi ce
1070 Marina Village Pkwy, #108

Alameda, CA 94501

See Over 150 New & Used Boats for Sale

www.CruisingYachts.net
www.SailCal.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
Alameda: (510) 523-8500

San Diego: (619) 681-0633

Marina del Rey: (949) 650-7245

Newport Beach: (310) 821-8300 BOATS

Cruising Yachts - Sail California 52’ Santa Cruz ‘99………… $495,000

52’ Transpac Custom ‘03…… $395,000

50’ Owen Clarke Open ‘03… $295,000

43’ J Boats J/133…………… $349,000

40’ Sabre 402 ‘01………… $210,000

40’ Catalina 400 ‘04………… $191,000

40’ J Boats J/120 ‘98………… $119,900

38’ Catalina 380 ‘98……… $115,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘99…… $85,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘01…… $94,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘01…… $78,000

35’ J Boats J/105 ‘92……  $75,000             

30’ Knarr ‘61………………… $60,000

25’ Nautica Wide Body ‘00……$110,000

HUGE SELECTION OF J/105s. CALL TODAY

‘04 Tartan 4100  $315,000

‘99 Hunter 380  $84,900

‘72 C&C Ketch 61 $174,900                                              

‘04 Santa Cruz 53  $649,000

‘08 Jeanneau 45DS  $315,000

‘02 Bakewell 50  $549,000

‘95 JBoats J/105 $68,000

‘05 J Boats J/133 $349,000

‘06 Beneteau 473  $275,000

‘99 Catalina 400  $167,000

‘04 Catalina 36 MKII $112,000

‘96 Nautor Swan 40 $325,000

‘02 J Boats J/105 $99,000‘83 Catalina 36 $41,900

‘12 Beneteau F. 40  $219,000

‘02 Hunter 46  $165,900

‘03 Reichel Pugh 44  $369,000

‘00 Catalina 380  $115,500

‘07 Beneteau 46  $284,000

‘04 Hunter 36 $85,500

‘12 Hunter 50AC $374,900

‘06 Hunter 38  $119,000

‘06 Jeanneau 54DS  $449,000‘05 Owen Clarke 60 $580 ,000

‘00 Catalina 400  $178,500‘05 Beneteau 423  $179,500

‘96 Jeanneau 45  $139,000

‘88 Tayana 55  $224,900New Jeanneau 469 New J/Boats J/88INSTOCK

OVER 150 QUALITY BROKERAGE LISTINGS AVAILABLE!

COME SEE THE LATEST MODELS AT STRICTLY SAIL, APRIL 10-13
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2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

www.yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

25’ PACIFIC SEACRAFT MKII, ‘77 $14,900
Clean Pacific Seacraft designed for extensive 
cruising and well constructed for this pur-
pose. Recent 2011-12 refit.

40’ NORDIC, ‘81 $109,000
Upgrades include a 54-hp Yanmar engine, 
Profurl roller furling, dodger/bimini, Lewmar 
electric windlass, and more.

35’ FUJI, ‘77 $47,500
If traditional styling is what you’re looking 
for in a yacht in excellent condition, then 
your search will end with Odyssey.

37’ TARTAN CB, ‘77 $39,900
An S&S design, hull #44, Traces is a very 
well-cared-for T37 centerboard model with 
many recent upgrades.

32’ ISLANDER, ‘77 $15,000
A nice roomy 32-footer at a great price, this 
Islander’s exterior and interior are both clean. 
Newer rigging and recently-painted mast.

32’ C&C 99, ‘05 $99,000
Sailors all over the country know how quick 
the C&C 99 is, and Sheeba is no exception. 
She’s a race winner!

26’ J/80, ‘94 $34,000
New sails in 2012, dual-axle road trailer 
with surge brakes, rock guard, and keel and 
rudder covers. Epoxy bottom.

35’ BENETEAU OCEANIS 350, ‘88 $46,900
A clean, well-equipped Beneteau 350 that 
sparkles inside and out and will be a tribute 
to her owners. Owners moving up.

LEADER IN
BROKERAGE 

SALES
ON THE

WEST COAST!

39’ PEARSON, ‘87 $69,000
Sea Story is a well-equipped cruiser that has 
had many equipment upgrades and excellent 
care throughout her life.

44’ HUNTER 44DS, ‘07 $189,000
Undoubtedly the most logically and comp-
letely cruise-equipped Hunter 44DS on the 
market! $11K price reduction!

45’ HARDIN CC KETCH, ‘81 $129,000
Conscientious seller made Sundance a real 
gem. She will take you safely around the Bay 
or around the globe.

50’ BIRDSALL CUTTER, ‘92 $360,000
The hand-picked antique mahogany gives 
the interior a warm luxurious feel you will not 
find on any other yacht. Gorgeous!

REDUCED
BAY AREA

Before you freak out, call

"Opening Day is when?
… My boat's not ready!"

STARBUCK canvas works
415•332•2509

67 Liberty Ship Way, Sausalito, CA 94965
saintarbuck@sonic.net

!
  Visit Our Showroom, 

 WebStore or Booth #514 at 
 Strictly Sail Oakland Boat Show 

 next to the Raymarine Trailer 

Sales, Design, Troubleshooting, 

Installation & Consultation for   

   Electronics, Electrical, PC & Mac 

Based Navigation & Corrosion 

Issues + Electrical Surveys !
 Emery Cove Yacht Harbor 

3300 Powell Street, Emeryville

Mathiesen Marine 

For all of your electronics and electrical needs

510.350.6622  www.MathiesenMarine.com

All Work 
Performed 

to ABYC 
Standards !

Fully 
Insured



Your full service boat yard.

Gallery  |  Links |  Green YardHome  |  Services  |  Rates

(510) 521-6100 • Fax (510) 521-3684
2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION   ~

• Prop and Shaft Work
• Mast & Rigging Repair
• Fiberglass & Blister Repair
• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel Engine Service
• LPU Hull & Topside
• Electrical Repair &

Installation

CLEAN AND GREEN
Now – the latest in environmental

fi ltration technology. Protecting you,
our workers and the Bay.
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60-TON

TRAVELIFT

We're happy to
share them.

(No hidden charges!)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.boatyardgm.com
We're just a ‘click’ away.

CLICK
OUR
RATES!



CALENDAR

Non-Race
Apr. 1 — Won't get fooled again.
Apr. 1-6 — Tall ships Lady Washington and  Lady Washington and  Lady Washington Hawaiian Chief-

tain visit San Francisco. Their coastal tour then continues 
on 4/10-13 in Fort Bragg (HC only); 4/11-15 in Eureka (HC only); 4/11-15 in Eureka (HC LW
only); 4/16-20 in Eureka (both ships); 4/22-28 in Crescent 
City; and 5/2-11 in Coos Bay, OR. Info/tickets, (800) 200-
5239 or www.historicalseaport.org.
 Apr. 2-30 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker 
each Wednesday for about $25. All YCs' members welcome. 
More info under 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
 Apr. 4, 1789 — HMS Bounty departed Tahiti for England Bounty departed Tahiti for England Bounty
with a cargo of breadfruit trees. Later in the month, the crew, 
led by Fletcher Christian, would mutiny and take over the 
ship.

Apr. 5, May 3 — Chantey Sing aboard Balclutha at Hyde Balclutha at Hyde Balclutha
Street Pier in San Francisco, 8-12 p.m. Dress warmly; bring 
a mug for hot cider served from the ship's galley. Free. Info, 
www.nps.gov/safr. Reservations required, (415) 561-7171.

Apr. 6 — Berkeley YC Swap Meet and Open House. Marine 
fl ea market with spaces available for $20; club tours. Info, 
(510) 843-9292 or www.berkeleyyc.org.
 Apr. 6-27 — Veterans Go Sailing, every Sunday, 10 a.m.; 
followed by Sunday Sail, noon, at Pier 40 in SF, courtesy of 
BAADS. Free. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
 Apr. 7-28 — San Diego's South Bay Sea Scouts meet at 
Chula Vista Marina aboard the schooner Bill of Rights on Bill of Rights on Bill of Rights
Mondays at 6 p.m. Sea Scouts is a program of the Boy Scouts 
of America for guys and gals ages 13-20. Nate, (717) 654-3797 
or orn8kraft@gmail.com.

Apr. 9 — Singlehanded TransPac race seminar 'Provision-
ing and Medical Considerations'. Learn about the nutritional 
needs of long-distance racers and get ideas on how to stock 
your offshore medical kit and handle onboard medical emer-
gencies. Oakland YC, 7:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
Info, www.sfbaysss.org. 

Apr. 10, May 8 — Are you a single boatowner needing 
crew? The Single Sailors Association has crew to help sail 
your boat. Monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC in Alameda, 
6:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org or (510) 239-7245.www.singlesailors.org

Apr. 10-13 — Strictly Sail Pacifi c at Jack London Square 
in Oakland. You'll fi nd Latitude 38 in booth #219-221. Info, Latitude 38 in booth #219-221. Info, Latitude 38
www.strictlysailpacifi c.com.

Apr. 11 — Latitude's Andy Turpin will give a seminar about 
the Baja Ha-Ha at Strictly Sail Pacifi c, 2:15-3:15 p.m.

Apr. 11 — Baja Ha-Ha, Pacifi c Puddle Jump, and circum-
navigators' reunion party at the Latitude booth at Strictly Sail Latitude booth at Strictly Sail Latitude
Pacifi c, 6-8 p.m.

Apr. 11 — Eric Stone in concert at Oakland YC, 8 p.m., 
$10 for the concert only, or $40 including buffet dinner, tax 
and tip. RSVP to Elaine, (510) 522-6868.

Apr. 11-15 — Clipper Race presentations. 4/11: OCSC 
in Berkeley, 7 p.m.; 4/13: South Beach YC in SF, 5 p.m.; 
4/15: Sports Basement on Bryant St. in SF, 6:30 p.m.  Terri, 
tclarke@clipper-ventures.com.

Apr. 12 — Latitude's Andy Turpin will give a seminar at 
Strictly Sail Pacifi c about the Baja Ha-Ha, 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
followed by the Pacifi c Puddle Jump & Tahiti, 4:45-5:45 p.m.

Apr. 12 — Amateur Radio class, Petaluma, 9 a.m-3 p.m. 
Cram Tech or General class/exam. $25. Registration required. 
Dale (707) 762-9414 or wb6tms@arrl.net.
 Apr. 13 — Open House/Introductory Sail at Cal Sailing 
Club in Berkeley, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

Apr. 15 — Go for a sail under the full moon on a Tuesday 
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www.seldenmast.com    

The new Seldén GX is a furling system for your  
Gennaker or Cruising Chute which makes hoisting, 
dropping and storing easier and safer.

Seldén GX uses a line driver and a halyard swivel 
connected with a specially constructed anti-torsion 
cable. The Gennaker is connected to the halyard 
swivel and to a freely rotating tack swivel on the line 
driver. 

To set, simply hoist the furled sail and pull on the 
sheet. To ”douse”, pull the continuous furling line and 
ease the sheets. The line driver turns the anti-torsion 
cable which ”furls” the gennaker from the head  
downwards. Once the sail is furled it can be neatly 
dropped and coiled into a bag or left hoisted for later 
use.

The unit is easy to fit to new or existing sails.  
The anti-torsion cable is connected using a patented  
locking system. No splicing or sewing is required, 
just simple hand tools.

The Seldén GX Gennaker Furler is ideal for use with a 
Seldén Bowsprit. 

TAME YOUR
GENNAKER

Seldén Mast Inc,   
Tel 843-760-6278,  
info@seldenus.com

SPARS  FURLERS  WINCHES  DECK HARDWARE

Seldén Mast Inc,  
Tel 843-760-6278, 
info@seldenus.com

www.kkmi.com 
Sausalito (415) 332-5564
Pt. Richmond (510) 235-5564

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13
Booth 852



1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-6730

Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks
Catalina 470 MkII, 2011 .................................. $349,000
Catalina 470, 2009 ........................................... 369,000
Catalina 42 MkII, 2005 ...................................... 178,000
Catalina 380, 1997 ............................................. 92,900
Catalina 36, 2007 ............................................. 134,000
Catalina 36, 1989 ............................................... 47,500
Catalina 36, 1983 ............................................... 41,500
Catalina 34 MkII, 1997 ........................................ 89,500
Catalina 30, 1988 ............................................... 28,000
Catalina 250, 2005  .............................................SOLD!

Preowned Sailing Yachts
Morgan Out Island 51 ....................................... 125,000
Norseman 447, 1984 ........................................ 149,000
C&C 43, 1973 ................................................... 150,000
Bristol 35.5, 1985 ............................................... 49,500
Beneteau 36.7, 2010 ...........................................SOLD!
New Ranger Tugs (base price) 
Ranger 31 Sedan Tug, 2014 .............................. 269,937 
Ranger 31 Flybridge, 2014..NEW MODEL YEAR! 279,937
Ranger 29 Tug, 2014 ........NEW MODEL YEAR! 229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2014 ........................................ 159,937
Ranger 25SC Tug, 2014 .................................... 129,937

Preowned Ranger Tugs
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011, fully loaded ..................... 239,900 
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ........................................ 224,000
Ranger 29 Tug, 2010 ........................................ 179,950
Ranger 25 Tug, 2010 .......................................... 95,000
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009, includes trailer ................... SOLD!
Ranger 21 Tug, 2009 .......................................... 39,000
Ranger 21 Tug, 2008 .......................................... 39,000
Preowned Power Yachts
Stephens 70 Classic Motor Yacht, 1966 ......... 1,100,000
Azimut 65, 1995 ............................................... 499,000
Ocean Alexander 44, 1991 ................................... SOLD!

NEW Glacier Bay 2780, 2014 NEW 25’ Ranger SC Tug, 2014

Exclusive dealer for Catalina Yachts,   
Ranger Trailerable Tugs, and Glacier Bay! 

Catalina 42, 2005  $178,000

21’ Ranger  2 from $39,000

29’ Ranger Tug  3 from $179,950

Made in 
the USA

2014 RANGER 31 
FLYBRIDGE & SEDAN 

AVAILABLE AT OUR DOCKS

www.FaralloneYachts.com
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2014 RANGER 27 
AT OUR DOCKS

2014 CATALINA 355 IN STOCK
CATALINA 385 AT THE SHOW

AT THE SHOW

Catalina 34 MkII, 1997  $89,500

47’ Catalina 470  2 from $349,000

44’ Norseman 447  $149,000

AT THE SHOW

Catalina 36, 1989  $47,500

NEW LISTING

Tired of pulling strings? The next best way to be on the 
water is cruising around in a Ranger Tug! Stop by and find 
the size that best fits your needs. The new model year line-
up is at our docks: 25, 27, 29, 31 and 31 Command Bridge.

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13

AT THE SHOW

AT THE SHOW

AT THE SHOW AT THE SHOW

AT OUR DOCK

AT THE SHOW
AT OUR DOCK

NEW LISTING
AT OUR DOCK
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night.
Apr. 15-16 — Tides on SF Bay talks by Kame Richards at 

the Bay Model in Sausalito, 7 p.m. each night, $15. Reserva-
tions a must; jimtantillo@comcast.net or (408) 263-7877.

Apr. 15-17 — Clipper Race boats open to the public at 
South Beach Harbor in San Francisco, 3-7 p.m. each day. 
Terri, tclarke@clipper-ventures.com.

Apr. 20 — Like the White Rabbit, Easter is late this year.
Apr. 22 — Earth (two-thirds of which is water) Day.
Apr. 22-May 8 — Ham Radio Class for Cruisers to prepare 

for Amateur Radio Technician License Exam, at Oakland YC, 
7-10 p.m. Register by 4/8. Info, www.oaklandyachtclub.net.

Apr. 26 — Marine Swap Meet/Flea Market at Ballena Isle 
Marina in Alameda, 8 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Free space for sellers. 
Reserve your spot at (510) 523-5528.

Apr. 26-27 — Bodega Bay Fisherman's Festival, featur-
ing the Wooden Boat Challenge. Teams compete to build a 
boat with provided materials in three hours and then race 
it – without sinking. Info, www.bbfi shfest.org.

Apr. 27 — Opening Day on the Bay, the offi cial "start" of 
San Francisco's boating season. PICYA, www.picya.org.
 May 1 — Opening Day on Merced's Lake Yosemite. LYSA, 
www.lakeyosemitesailing.org.

May 2-4 — South Bay Opening Day at the Port of Redwood 
City. Saturday's activities include the blessing of the fl eet and 
decorated boat parade, followed by awards for the parade. 
Meals on all three days at various South Bay yacht clubs. 
Info, www.southbayopeningday.org.

May 3 — Marine Swap Meet at Martinez Marina, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Browse, buy or sell – it's free. Info, (925) 313-0942.

May 3 — Nautical Swapmeet, Owl Harbor Marina, 9 a.m.-
noon. Free space and free entry. Part of the Delta Loop Fest. 
Space reservations, (916) 777-6055 or info@owlharbor.com.

May 3-31 — Boating Skills & Seamanship classes pre-
sented by USCG Auxiliary Flotilla #12-3 at St. Edward School 
in Newark, held on four Saturdays. $60 includes book. Ad-
ditional family members half price. Bruce, (510) 468-8013 or 
ronoffl ine-0407@yahoo.com.

May 9 — Delta Doo Dah Kickoff Party at Berkeley YC, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Door prizes, guest speakers, no-host bar and buffet 
dinner (cash only). Meet fellow Doo-ers and form mini-fl otillas! 
Chris, (415) 383-8200 x103 or www.deltadoodah.com.

Racing
Apr. 5 — Doublehanded Lightship, a fund-raiser for United 

Cerebral Palsy. IYC, www.iyc.org.
Apr. 5 — Masters Match Race Series hosted by StFYC. Info, 

www.stfyc.com.
Apr. 5 — Summer #1. SeqYC, www.sequoiayc.org.
Apr. 5, May 10 — KBSC Series #1 & #2 on Clear Lake. 

www.kbsail.com.
 Apr. 5 — One Design #1. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.
 Apr. 5 — Trans-Folsom. The water level in the lake is up 
and racing is a go. FLYC, www.fl yc.org.

Apr. 5, May 17 & 31 — Balboa YC 66 (Fun) Series, with 
random leg races and reverse-order starts, in Corona del Mar.   
Info, www.balboayachtclub.com.

Apr. 5-6 — J/Fest. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
Apr. 5-6 — Harken Opti Challenge #2 on the Berkeley 

Circle. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
 Apr. 5-6 — Spring Series Races. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
 Apr. 5-6 — PCCSC Women's Championship at UC Santa 
Barbara. Info, www.collegesailing.org.

Apr. 6 — Spring PHRF. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
Apr. 6 — Andy Byrd Memorial Race. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
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*Free to U.S. mailing addresses only.

GET YOUR FREE
2014 SAILRITE

MARINE CATALOG

To request your copy call
800.348.2769

www.sailrite.com/catalog-request

http://www.sailrite.com/catalog-request


http://www.jk3yachts.com
mailto:info@jk3yachts.com
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 Apr. 12, May 10 — Santana 22 Team Racing at SCYC,
www.scyc.org.

Apr. 12 — Mercury Series. EYC, www.encinal.org.
  Apr. 12 — Doublehanded Long Distance Race #2. SSC,
www.stocktonsc.org.

Apr. 12 — North Bay Series #1. VYC, www.vyc.org.
Apr. 12 — Don Wan Regatta. TYC, www.tyc.org.
Apr. 12-13 — Resin Regatta. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
Apr. 12-13 — Rollo Wheeler Regatta. Buoy racing on Sat-

urday, pursuit race on Sunday. BYC, www.berkeleyyc.org.
Apr. 12-13 — USMRC Qualifi er. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
Apr. 12-13 — Big Dinghy, featuring a pursuit race on 

Sunday. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
Apr. 12-13 — Laser & 5o5 Regatta. SCYC, www.scyc.org.

 Apr. 12-13 — South Designate at USC. Coed; women's 
and JV available. Info, www.collegesailing.org.
 Apr. 12-13 — Rainier Cup at Cascade Locks, OR. Info, 
www.collegesailing.org.

Apr. 13 — Estuary Cup. EYC, www.encinal.org.
Apr. 14-15, 1984 — Hank Easom still has the right stuff. 

He topped 16 other Etchells sailors in a four-race series off the 
San Francisco Cityfront. With partner Dr. Chuck Moan and 
alternating crew of Jerry Rumsey and nephew Scott Easom, 
Hank had two bullets and a second. He bought his new 600
this year and is obviously pleased with the boat. "We're trying 
a little harder with all this new stuff," he said.

Apr. 19 — Crewed Farallones Race. OYRA, www.yra.org.
Apr. 19 — Twin Island #1. Around Alcatraz and Angel in 

either direction. SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
Apr. 19 — Horsfall-Vincent Regatta. CYC, www.cyc.org.
Apr. 19 — 23.4-mile MBARI Buoy Race to a mark out on 

the ocean (and back). ElkYC, www.elkhornyc.com.
Apr. 19 — Small Boat Series #2. EYC, www.encinal.org.
Apr. 19 — OYRA #1 Lightship. YRA, www.yra.org.
Apr. 19 — Cal Cup #1. BYC, www.berkeleyyc.org.
Apr. 19 — Team Racing. StFYC, www.stfyc.org.
Apr. 19 — One Design Keelboats. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
Apr. 20 — IOD Regatta. SYC, www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
Apr. 20 — Baxter-Judson Race #1. Non-spinnaker racing 

out of Fort Baker. PresYC, www.presidioyachtclub.org.
Apr. 26 — 30th Annual 26-mile Konocti Cup on Clear Lake, 

plus 13-mile Half Cup for slower boats. Jim, (707) 953-7059 
or www.kbsail.com.

Apr. 26 — Gran Concurso Barco-Toro, aka Bullship. El 
Toro race from Sausalito to SF. Info, www.eltoroyra.org.

Apr. 26 — WBRA #1 on the OC. YRA, www.yra.org.
Apr. 26 — Anniversary Cup. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
Apr. 26 — Shorteez Regatta #1. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
Apr. 26 — Intraclub Race. StFYC, www.stfyc.org.
Apr. 26 — Team Race Qualifi er. StFYC, www.stfyc.org.
Apr. 26 — Doublehanded Race. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
Apr. 26-27 — The Great Vallejo Race kicks off the YRA's 

Party Circuit a week earlier than usual. Includes Saturday's 
race to  VYC followed by a big raft-up and party, and Sunday's 
race from VYC to the North Bay. Info, www.yra.org.

Apr. 26-27 — Camellia Cup. FLYC, www.fl yc.org.
Apr. 26-27 — Silver High School Championships, hosted 

by EYC. PCISA, www.pcisa.org.
Apr. 26-27 — Moore 24 Regatta in Santa Cruz. SCYC, 

www.scyc.org.
Apr. 26-27 — One Design Races. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
Apr. 27 — Spring 3 & 4 One Design. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
Apr. 27 — SCORE Keelboat Regatta. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
May 3 — Spring #1 on the Cityfront. YRA, www.yra.org.
May 3 — Round the Rocks. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.

Pacifi c Yacht Imports

www.pacificyachtimports.net

Grand Marina • 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541  •  tayana@mindspring.com

HUNTER 380, '01  $99,900

BENETEAU OCEANIS 350, '89  $39,500 CATALINA 350, '03  $119,500

NONSUCH 36, '87  $84,500

TAYANA 55, '83  $200,000

SLOCUM 43, '83  $159,000

TAYANA 42 CC, '89  $99,900

NAUTICAT 43 KETCH, '84  $189,000

GULF 32, 1985  $39,500 NOR'SEA 27 CC, '00  $78,900NOR'SEA 27 CC, '00  $78,900NOR'SEA

CANADIAN SAILCRAFT 40, '87  $69,900

CHEN 37 CC KETCH  $69,500

X-YACHTS 43, '04  $275,000
SISTERSHIPSISTERSHIP

NEW LISTING

TARTAN 42 CUTTER, '81  $71,500

REDUCED



Chesapeake
Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron
Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib
PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS
www.OutboundYachts.com

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling 

applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
tains its shape over a longer life than any sailcloth we've ever 

offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran® 
is woven, not laminated to Mylar® fi lm. And you can be 

sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the 
same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood 

hallmark for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft, 

tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Free Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro   (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com

Get ready for 

spring sailing –

SPRING

DISCOUNTS

NOW IN

EFFECT
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May 3 — Small Boat Races #2. EYC, www.encinal.org.
May 3 — Small Keelboat Series #1. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
May 3 — Frank Ballentine Race. CPYC, www.cpyc.com.
May 3 — Long Distance #2. SCC, www.stocktonsc.org.
May 3 — Shields Racing Clinic. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.
May 3 & 10 — Etchells Fleet Races #1 & #2. Fleet 12, 

www.sfetchells.org.
May 3-4 — 40th Elvstrom Zellerbach and Laser District 

Championship. StFYC, www.stfyc.org.
May 3-4 — Commodore's Cup. Cal 20s & C15s on Satur-

day; Lasers & Optis on Sunday. HMBYC, www.hmbyc.org.
May 3-4 — Multihull Kick-Off. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
May 4 — Spring Series #1 on Fremont's Lake Elizabeth. 

FSC, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
May 4 — Spring Series #5. SSC, www.stocktonsc.org.
May 4 — Spring 5 & 6 PHRF. MPYC, www.mpyc.org.

 May 10 — One Design #2. LWSC, www.lwsailing.org.
 May 10 — Monterey Laser Fleet Championship. MPYC, 
www.mpyc.org.
 May 10 — Mercury Series #3. EYC, www.encinal.org.
 May 10 — WBRA #2 on the OC. YRA, www.yra.org.
 May 10 — OYRA #2 Duxship. YRA, www.yra.org.

May 10 — Flight of the Bulls for El Toros in Foster City. 
Info, www.eltoroyra.org.

May 10 — Interclub Series #2. IYC, www.jibeset.net.
May 10 — Gromeeko Round the Island. Los Gatos YC, 

www.losgatosyc.com.
May 10 — North Bay Series #2. VYC, www.vyc.org.
May 10 — Team Race Scrimmage. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
June 28 — The Singlehanded TransPac departs San Fran-

cisco Bay for Hanalei Bay. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
July 6-12 — The Pacifi c Cup departs San Francisco Bay 

for Kaneohe Bay. Info, www.pacifi ccup.org.

 Summer Beer Can Series
 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 4/4, 4/18, 5/2, 
5/16, 5/30, 7/18, 8/1, 8/15, 8/29, 9/5, 9/19. Info, (510) 
865-2511, race@bbyc.org or www.bbyc.orgor www.bbyc.orgor .
 BAY VIEW BC — Monday Night Madness. Spring: 4/14, 
4/28, 5/12, 5/26, 6/9, 6/23 (make-up). Arjan, (415) 310-
8592 or www.bayviewboatclub.org.
 BENICIA YACHT CLUB — Every Thursday night: 4/3-
9/25. Joe, (707) 628-2914 or www.beniciayachtclub.com.

BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night: 4/4-9/26. Info, 
www.berkeleyyc.com.
 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. Thursday evening 
JY15 races, weather and tides permitting, April-October. Must 
be a club member. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night: 4/18-8/29. Jim, 
(415) 847-2460, race@cyc.org or  race@cyc.org or  race@cyc.org www.cyc.org.

COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night: 4/16-10/8.
Info, (650) 347-6730, regatta@cpyc.com or regatta@cpyc.com or regatta@cpyc.com www.cpyc.com.

ENCINAL YC — Friday night Spring Twilight Series on the 
Estuary: 4/4, 4/18, 5/2, 5/16, 6/6. Darrell, (510) 502-8110 
or www.encinal.org.

FOLSOM LAKE YC — Wednesday nights: 4/30-8/27. 
Friday Night Summer Sunset Series: 5/16, 6/13, 7/18, 8/8. 
Info, www.fl yc.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 5/2, 5/16, 5/30, 
6/13, 6/27, 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 8/22. Gary Salvo, (916) 215-
4566 or www.ggyc.com.

ISLAND YC — Island Nights, Fridays on the Estuary: 4/11, 
4/25, 5/9, 5/30, 6/13. John, (510) 521-2980, iycracing@
yahoo.com or yahoo.com or yahoo.com www.iyc.org.
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35 Libertyship Way  •  Sausalito, CA 94965

Nissan
Tohatsu
Johnson
Evinrude

Honda
Mariner
Mercury 
Yamaha

Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

MARINE OUTBOARD
since 1990

OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

(415) 332-8020

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. Don't fi nd yourself in this boat. 
Regular maintenance prevents Regular maintenance prevents 

expensive repairs.

We are We are your experts for outboard your experts for outboard your
diagnostics, repair, repower,diagnostics, repair, repower,

sales and service.

When an engine dies, there's
no walking home – just 

costly repairs, lost vacation 
time, and lost revenues.

• Factory-trained and certifi ed techs

• Open six days a week

• New and used engines bought and sold

• One-year warranty on all work
 performed and used engine sales

• Three-year warranty on all new engines



New boat or old boat, racer or cruiser, power or 

sail, bay sailor or ocean navigator...

Berkeley Marine Center is your headquarters for 

maintaining and improving all aspects of your 

boating experience!

We welcome Do-it-Yourselfers!

In Berkeley Marina  •  510-843-8195  •  www.berkeleymarine.com

Chandlery & Fuel Dock Open 7 Days

Mon – Fri 8 to 5 • Sat & Sun 9 to 5

Bottoms
Rigging
Fiberglass
Engines
Repairs
Custom Work

Berkeley Marine Center
The yard that works for you!
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KONOCTI BAY SC — Every Friday night: 6/6-8/29. OSIRs 
(Old Salts in Retirement) every Wednesday at noon. Brad, 
www.kbsail.com.

LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Wednesday nights: 
5/21-10/1. Steve, (530) 577-7715, ltwyc2@aol.com or  ltwyc2@aol.com or  ltwyc2@aol.com
www.tahoewindjammers.com.

LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night: May-
August. Info, www.lwsailing.org.

LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night: May-LAKE YOSEMITE SA — Every Thursday night: May-LAKE YOSEMITE SA
August. Jerry, (559) 776-9429 or www.lakeyosemitesailing.
org.

MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series. Every Wed-
nesday night: 3/26-10/1; Summer Solstice Fiasco Race: 6/18.
Victoria Model Yacht Series: every Friday night through 10/3. 
Juli, www.mpyc.org.

OAKLAND YC — Sweet 16 Spring Series. Every Wednesday 
night: 4/30-6/18. Jim Hild, (510) 277-4676, oycracecom@
gmail.com or gmail.com or gmail.com www.oaklandyachtclub.net.

RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 4/2, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30, 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 6/4, 6/18, 6/25, 7/2, 7/9, 
7/16, 7/23, 7/30, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27, 9/3, 9/17, 9/24. 
Eric Arens, (510) 841-6022 or www.richmondyc.org. 
 ST. FRANCIS YC — Windsurfi ng Series, Friday nights: 4/4, 
4/18, 5/2, 5/16, 5/30, 6/13, 6/27, 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 9/5, 9/19.
Kiteboarding Series, Thursday nights: 4/10, 4/24, 5/8, 
5/22, 6/5, 6/19, 7/3, 7/10, 7/31, 8/14, 8/28, 9/4, 9/18. 
Wednesday Night Series: 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 6/4, 6/11, 
6/18, 6/25, 8/6, 8/20, 8/27. Robbie Dean, (415) 563-6363,
rdean@stfyc.com or rdean@stfyc.com or rdean@stfyc.com www.stfyc.com.
 SANTA CRUZ YC — Every Wednesday night: 3/12-10/29. 
Laser Friday Nights: 5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15. Info, (831) 425-
0690, scyc@scyc.org or scyc@scyc.org or scyc@scyc.org www.scyc.org.

SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday night Spring Sunset Series: 
4/29, 5/13, 5/27, 6/10, 6/24. Nick, race@sausalitoyachtclub.
org or org or org www.sausalitoyachtclub.org.
 SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night: 4/16-10/8. 
Hannig Cup: 8/27. Rick, (650) 255-5766 or www.sequoiayc.
org.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 4/18 (prac-
tice), 4/25, 5/2, 5/16, 5/30, 6/6, 6/20, 6/27, 7/18, 7/25, 
8/1, 8/15, 8/22. Gerard, (415) 495-2295, rearcommodore@
southbeachyachtclub.org or southbeachyachtclub.org or southbeachyachtclub.org www.southbeachyc.org.

STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night: 6/4-8/27. 
Tom, (209) 604-1300 or www.stocktonsc.org.

TAHOE YC — Laser Series, every Monday night: 5/26-8/25. 
Rick, (530) 583-6070. Beer Can Series, every Wednesday 
night: 5/28-8/27. Dan, (530) 581-4700 or www.tahoeyc.com.

TIBURON YC — Every Friday night. Spring: 5/23-6/27. 
Jim, race@tyc.org or race@tyc.org or race@tyc.org www.tyc.org.

VALLEJO YC — Every Wednes day night: 4/2-9/24. Dave, 
(925) 580-1499, fl eetcaptainsail@vyc.org or fl eetcaptainsail@vyc.org or fl eetcaptainsail@vyc.org www.vyc.org.

In the Tropics
Mar. 31-Apr. 6 — BVI Spring Regatta & Sailing Festival, 

Nanny Cay, Tortola. One of the Caribbean's best regattas, 
which includes a huge bareboat fl eet. A great way to spend 
a week-long charter. Info, www.bvispringregatta.org.

Apr. 14-19 — Les Voiles de St. Barth. Sort of a St. Barths 
Bucket for boats shorter than 120 feet. It offers the same great 
sailing as the Bucket race with even more French Caribbean-
style partying. If you can sail, there's a decent chance you 
can get on a boat. Info, www.lesvoilesdesaintbarth.com.

Apr. 17-22 — Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta. Great classic 
boats, great racing, and great fun at a terrifi c historical site. 
Good opportunities to crew in the Classic are available. Info, 
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MADE
IN USA

www.harken.com/black-magic

Jeanneau photo

No matter what the wind sends your way
RELAX! HARKEN IS ONBOARD.  

BLACK MAGIC® AIRBLOCKS
• Free-rolling, power-packed 
 performance

• Stands up to sun, salt, and time 

• Easy maintenance; 
 no loose bearings
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The New Tartan 101

In its fi rst year on the water, 
the new Tartan 101 has already 
compiled an enviable race record, 
dominati ng its class* while rac-
ing against seasoned boats and 
crews. Featuring a lightweight 
epoxy infused hull, carbon fi ber 
spar, sprit and rudderpost, bulbed 
lead keel and an incredible 12' 
long cockpit, the T101 is rapidly 
becoming the boat to beat wher-
ever she sails.

The U.S.-built 101 delivers the same
high quality as Tartan's legendary
off shore yachts and can be ordered
with a very comfortable cruising interior. 
Private owners stateroom, stand-up
enclosed head, full galley, and berths
for up to eight.

These hand-craft ed sailing machines can 
be delivered and commissioned on the 
West Coast, with a racing sail package,
for less than $250,000.

*Contact us for a complete list of T101 race results.

Dominate the Race Course…

…and Cruise in Comfort with the Family.

Blue Pacifi c Boati ng is the Tartan representati ve for the West Coast and maintains a Tartan demo fl eet within
minutes of the Los Angeles airport. We welcome the opportunity to show you what the T101 can do on the water.

To arrange a test sail, contact us at (310) 305-7227 or email us at sales@bluepacifi cboati ng.com.

Check us out on Facebook: Tartan 101 Fleet 1  •  www.bluepacifi cboati ng.com

See the New 101
at Strictly Sail!

http://www.bluepacificboating.com
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date/day slack max slack max 
4/05Sat 0011 0250/1.8F 0542 0852/3.5E
 1309 1612/2.5F 1932 2134/1.5E
4/06Sun 0122 0353/1.5F 0643 0950/3.1E
 1414 1728/2.4F 2035 2241/1.4E
4/12Sat 0015 0300/3.4E 0643 0935/3.1F
 1233 1515/3.5E 1855 2147/3.3F
4/13Sun 0047 0335/3.9E 0719 1011/3.4F
 1316 1554/3.5E 1927 2217/3.3F
4/19Sat  0132/2.5F 0413 0746/4.6E
 1132 1436/3.3F 1811 2025/2.3E
 2326 
4/20Sun  0227/2.1F 0507 0840/4.3E
 1235 1538/3.2F 1915 2125/2.1E
4/26Sat  0235/4.2E 0615 0914/3.8F
 1211 1456/3.7E 1825 2122/3.8F
4/27Sun 0019 0319/4.7E 0702 1002/4.2F
 1305 1543/3.6E 1909 2202/3.8F

April Weekend Currents

April Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht.
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
4/05Sat 0345/5.2 1038/0.3 1806/4.2 2256/2.8
4/06Sun 0438/4.9 1140/0.5 1917/4.2 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
4/12Sat 0431/1.1 1043/4.8 1630/1.0 2305/5.3
4/13Sun 0506/0.6 1128/4.8 1703/1.1 2333/5.5 
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW 
4/19Sat 0233/5.8 0912/-0.7Sat 0233/5.8 0912/-0.7Sat 0233/5.8 0912/  1631/4.4 2112/2.5
4/20Sun 0325/5.6 1009/-0.5Sun 0325/5.6 1009/-0.5Sun 0325/5.6 1009/  1737/4.4 2224/2.7
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
4/26Sat 0405/0.3 1028/5.0 1559/0.7 2239/6.0
4/27Sun 0452/-0.2Sun 0452/-0.2Sun 0452/  1126/5.0 1644/1.0 2316/6.1

www.antiguaclassics.com.
Apr. 25-27 — Newport to Ensenada International Yacht 

Race, aka N2E. More than 130 boats are entered in this 125-
mile race! Info, www.newporttoensenada.com.

Apr. 26-May 2 — Antigua Sailing Week is the granddaddy 
of all great sailing weeks in the tropics. Like us, she's gotten 
more mellow with age. Info, www.sailingweek.com.

May 2-4 — Loreto Fest, organized by Hidden Port YC. This 
classic Baja event, started to clean up Puerto Escondido, 
draws a very large crowd of cruisers and land-travelers for 
lots of activities on and off the water. The goals are to have 
fun and raise lots of money for local Mexican charities. Info, 
www.hiddenportyachtclub.com.

May 7-12 — Tahiti Pearl Regatta. An interisland regatta 
where local sailors race and party with cruisers and bare-
boaters. Courses are run around the Raiatea-Tahaa lagoon, 
to Bora Bora, and back. Nightly parties, Polynesian music 
and dancing. Info, www.tahitipearlregatta.org.pf.www.tahitipearlregatta.org.pf.www.tahitipearlregatta.org.pf

June 28-30 — Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendezvous, hosted 
by Latitude 38 and Tahiti Tourisme. Celebrate your success-Latitude 38 and Tahiti Tourisme. Celebrate your success-Latitude 38
ful arrival in French Polynesia and enjoy long-established 
Polynesian cultural traditions in music, dance, sport and 
cuisine. Info, www.pacifi cpuddlejump.com.

 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill Latitude 38
Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that are either free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises. 

SAN FRANCISCO MARINA

There is Something For Everyone at Our Prestigious Marina

 

Set your course a full 180 degrees from 
the world of deadlines and commitment, 
into the world-renowned San Francisco 

Marina Small Craft Harbor, host of the 2013 
Americas Cup. Discover a boater’s paradise 
and why so many boaters choose the San 
Francisco Marina Small Craft Harbor as their 
home port of call. From the first-time owner 
to the experienced Captain, there is a wealth 
of mariner knowledge on our state-of-the-art 
floating docks. 

To reserve a transient berth or for information 
regarding available long term berths, please 
contact the Marina Office.

3950 Scott Street | San Francisco, CA 94123
415.831.6322 | www.sfrecpark.org

Stunning 35-acre, 725-slip marina, featuring all floating docks, 
50% new concrete docks

725 berths, accommodating vessels up to 90 feet

Electrical service from 30amp/125 volt to 50amp 125/250 volt

Free water at every berth 

Sanitary pump-out service available, free to all

Shower and restroom facilities, open 24/7

The Marina Office is open daily, monitoring VHF Channel 16 & 68

Automobile parking available near the marina 

Marine fuel station, featuring diesel and gasoline

Beautiful view of the Golden Gate bridge, accessible by our 
signature Bay Trail

Immediate Access to the San Francisco Bay World Class Sailing

Shopping, Restaurants and Nightclubs, all within walk ing 
distance of the marina

World Renowned Marina Green Park and Fitness Center

Two World-class Yacht Clubs



24 years of innovation has helped 3DL® 
power more winning teams than any 

other sail in history. Proven performance 
is now within reach. 

Sausalito 415-339-3000  Channel Islands 805-984-8100  Marina Del Rey 310-827-8888  
Long Beach 562-795-5488  Costa Mesa Sail Care 949-645-4660  www.northsails.com

Follow North Sails on...

To learn more about 3DL performance and 3DL value, call your North Sails representative today...
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⇑⇓THANK YOU FOR BEING A DELTA ADVOCATE
 I want to thank Latitude for the wonderful Latitude for the wonderful Latitude 'Lectronic Lati-
tude articles featuring the Delta and Owl Harbor Marina. We tude articles featuring the Delta and Owl Harbor Marina. We tude
at Owl Harbor are so honored to be a host of the Delta Doo 
Dah for the fi fth year in a row. We're excited to see our old Bay 
Area sailing friends — and make new ones — this summer.
 As former Delta Doo Dah co-organizer and 'Doo-dette' 
LaDonna Bubak noted in the March 10 item, in addition to 

a summer-long dis-
count for Delta Doo 
Dah'ers, we'll be hold-
ing a special party — 
BBQ, a band, dancing 
and prizes all under the 
cover of a tent — to co-
incide with the Cajun & 
Blues Festival on June 
14. This will be limited 
to our tenants and Doo 
Dah'ers. Reservations 
will be required for that 

weekend, so registered Doo Dah'ers should call me at (916) 
777-6055, or email at devery@owlharbor.com soon to secure devery@owlharbor.com soon to secure devery@owlharbor.com
a slip. We have limited availability.
 Since our family bought Owl Harbor several years ago, 
we've worked hard to upgrade the facilities and property to 
make it a unique Delta destination. And we're continuing to 
improve things. As I write this, a new building that will house 
the harbormaster's offi ce, multi-purpose banquet room, show-
ers and laundry room is under construction. Quite honestly, 
I can't wait!
 The Delta is such an incredible place to visit, especially 
in the summer when the kids — young and old — can have and old — can have and
fun in the water. That's why it always surprises me when we 
meet lifelong Bay sailors who have never sailed to the Delta. 
So thank you, Latitude, for being such advocates of the region. 
Hopefully, this year's Delta Doo Dah will be the largest in the 
history of the event, and full of fi rst-timers!

Devery Stockon
Harbormaster, Owl Harbor Marina

Twitchell Island, The Delta

 Readers — Thirty-one boats signed up in the fi rst week for 
this summer's Delta Doo Dah. See www.deltadoodah.com for 
the most recent entry list and to sign up.

⇑⇓EIGHTY-FOUR DAYS IN A SAN JUAN 24
 Any new info on the missing San Juan 24 in the North 
Pacifi c? Sailing a San Juan 24 from San Francisco to Ho-
nolulu in the middle of winter? What was he thinking? The 
companionway on the San Juan 24 goes, I believe, all the 
way to the cockpit fl oor. One big wave fi lling up that cockpit 
and staving in the companionway would send the boat to the 
bottom before he could infl ate the liferaft. That is one of many 
reasons not to go to sea on this type of boat. What part of San 
Juan spells 'open ocean'?

Bruce Soule
Sly Mongoose, Wylie Hawkfarm 28

Honolulu, Hawaii

 Bruce — As reported in the March 3 'Lectronic, the boat 
you're referring to is Pier Pressure, owned and sailed by 
61-year-old Russian immigrant Rimas Meleshyus. On February 
28, a friend of Meleshyus alerted the Coast Guard that Rimas, 
who was 944 miles northeast of Honolulu in very rough weather 
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Owl Harbor Marina will host another party 
for Delta Doo Dah'ers this summer.

Boat Loans
Made Easy®

Let our 31 years of experience go to work for you!

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* • 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931

Call
866-377-3948

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

- NEW
- USED
- REFINANCE

31st



Svendsen’s and 3M
Old World Standards, 
Cutting Edge Technology.

Svendsen’s uses top-quality abrasives, sealants, fillers, 
compounds, and buffing  pads & discs by 

Svendsen’s has 5 decades of experience 
performing all aspects of marine repair in our 
full-service boat yard in Alameda.

At Svendsen’s, the most experienced 
craftsmen in the business will handle your 
boat bottom with care, using the finest 
3M materials. From thorough sanding 
and preparation to fine detail painting 
and finishing, you can trust your boat to 
Svendsen’s and 3M.

PRODUCT EXTRAVAGAZA!

Save 25% on these products  
at Svendsen’s Chandlery! $22.02

$37.65

$107.96

$32.21

$15.79

$20.51

$37.09

www.svendsens.com
1851 Clement Avenue, in the Alameda Marina

Boat Yard x10 Metal Works  x40  
Commercial Accounts x20  Rig Shop x50
Marine Store  x30 info@svendsens.com

Call 510-522-2886 to learn more!
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on his way to San Francisco, had sent him a satellite message 
saying, "lost my liferaft, in danger now." A few hours later, as 
the Coast Guard was ramping up a major rescue effort, and 
had already diverted a couple of merchant ships, a second 
message was received by the friend saying that Rimas was 
all right. So the Coast Guard stood down.
 Presumably Rimas made it to the mainland although, as of 
March 18, there was no new posting on his Facebook page.
 We try to be open-minded, but we worry that Rimas has 
delusions of grandeur and question his respect for the ocean. 
After all, following the loss of his fi rst San Juan 24 in Alaska, 

Rimas bought a second 
one for about $500, and 
then proposed sailing 
her around the world 
via Cape Horn. That 
didn't turn out so well, 
as indicated by the fol-
lowing posts:
 "First bad happen 
for me in storm at 38 
latitude, probably 400 
miles out from Califor-
nia. In gale winds of 40 

knots, there was a big bang. I run out to see no more old Honda 
outboard.
 "Later rigging started to loose in very strong wind. No so far 
from Cabo San Lucas. Wind breaks three of the four shroud 
wire that holds my mast up. I can't go back upwind to Wash-
ington or California for repairs, so I must sail to Hawaii. I had 
no charts for Hawaii, only South America. But my GPS shows 
roads in Hawaii, but not harbors.
 "Between Mexico and Hawaii I see no ships, no planes, no 
whales. I am always scared my mast come down and nobody 
to help. So far from land and people. Water is so low it's scary. 
But then it rained and I fi lled barrels. But sometimes it was 
peaceful. I saw all things of weather and felt all emotions in 
84 days at sea."
 Eighty-four days at sea? We'll leave it up to the Coast Guard, 
but we think Rimas is right on the edge of what the Coasties 
might defi ne as a Manifestly Unsafe Voyage.
 March 20th Update — Meleshyus reported he was still 600 
miles from California — averaging just 20 miles a day? — and 
was slated to be hit by another gale four days later.

⇑⇓DEAR LATITUDE 38 . . . 
 I'm trying to reach David Graham, whom I have known 
since he was a child. His dad managed me and my band back 
in the day. I want to ask him to please book myself and the 
band at Bottlerock Napa. I now live in Sonoma, and have been 
out playing all over the United States and Europe for the last 
16 years.

David LaFlamme
Sonoma

 David — As we tried to explain to the folks who recently 
founded Latitude 38 Entertainment, LLC in Sonoma to take over 
the Bottlerock Napa music festival, similar business names can 
create problems. Such as your potential clients having trouble 
fi nding you.
 Anyway David, we were around for the Summer of Love and 
the late '60s, and we can remember a couple of exact times 
and places when we heard White Bird. Thanks for providing 
a tiny bit of the soundtrack of our happy youth. We hope you 
get the gig.

Page 26  •  Latitude 38  •  April, 2014

CO
UR

TE
SY

 P
IE

R 
PR

ES
SU

RE

Rimas Meleshyus was last reported to be 
closing in on California.

441 Seaport Blvd.
Redwood City CA

37o 30.144’ N / 122o 12.702’ W

www.sequoiayc.org
Club Cruise-ins Welcome

SPRING INTO
ACTION ON 
THE SOUTH 
BAY!

ASK ABOUT OUR REDUCED
MEMBERSHIP INITIATION FEE 

Racing
Beer Can Racing
• Kick-off dinner April 9
• Every Wednesday starting April 16

Summer Series
• #1: April 5
• #2: May 17
• #3: June 7

Single/Double-handed SeriesSingle/Double-handed Series
• #2: May 10
• #3: June 21

Social

• Sequoia Rocks* April 25
• Paella Extravaganza* May 10
• Past Commodore’s Dinner* June 7
• Drop-in Dinners* April 11, 25; May 9, 23; June 13, 27
• Wednesday Lunch* - 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month
*Members, Guests and Reciprocal Club Members Only Events

Other Activities

Cruise-outs
•  Coyote Point - Tin Cup - April 12–13
• Schoonmaker Point: Sausalito - May 24-25
• San Francisco Yacht Club - June 14-15

South Bay Opening Day
• May 3

Award Winning Junior Sailing Program

NEW FOR 2014
YRA Party Circuit Race #3

Westpoint Marina 
Regatta

Saturday, July 5

Anniversary

37

Club Cruise-ins Welcome
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KRISTI WILSON, 27
Medical Sales Rep 

New Jersey

Clipper 2013-14 Race  
Circumnavigator

Train to take on the toughest oceans in the world. 
Sign up for a single leg, combine several or 

complete a year-long circumnavigation.

ACHIEVE
SOMETHING

REMARKABLE
Swap your commute for a life-changing 

adventure. Join the only global  
yacht race crewed by amateurs,  

no experience required.

www.clipperroundtheworld.com/apply
+44 (0) 2392 526000
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 For younger folks, LaFlamme is a virtuoso classical and rock 
violinist who played with Jerry Garcia, Janis Joplin and Dan 
Hicks and the Hot Licks, and who formed It's a Beautiful Day 
in 1967.

⇑⇓OVER A HALF-MILLION RAISED AT ZIHUA SAILFEST
 It's hard to believe that it's been a dozen years since that 

fi rst Zihua Sailfest in 
‘02, but it's wonderful 
to know it has last-
ed, and to hear of the 
growth in both revenue 
and participation. I 
think the first event 
raised about $5,000, 
and we thought we'd 
hit a jackpot!  We’ve 
watched the numbers 
go up over the years, 
but we have no idea 

what the total might be. It must be quite a signifi cant amount. 
Does anybody know?

Jimmie Zinn
Dry Martini, Morgan 383

Richmond YC

 Jimmie — We don't think any of us who were at the fi rst one 
could have had any idea how successful Sailfest would become. 
According to Pamela Bendall of the Kristen 46 Precious Metal, 
some 7 million pesos — or about $529,000 — has been raised 
in 13 years. Much of that has come from matching funds from 
the Bellack Foundation of San Diego.

⇑⇓THE RIGAMAROLE FOR BECOMING 'INSPECTED'
 Several years ago, my wife and I decided to start chartering 
our lovely Seawind 1160 catamaran. After all, we enjoy meet-
ing new people and 'showing off' our beautiful San Francisco 
Bay. Being retired, we also thought that this would be a fun 
way to offset some of our boating expenses — and perhaps 
even make a little profi t.
 We submitted our boat's information for Latitude's Crewed 
Charter Listing in the April issue. At that time, we wanted to 
carry eight passengers. I have a Master's license, authorizing 
me to carry more than the six passengers allowed under the 

basic 'Six Pak' license. 
However, Andy Turpin, 
Latitude's charter edi-
tor, kindly advised me 
that our vessel couldn't 
carry more than six 
passengers unless she 
was an 'Inspected Ves-
sel' as defi ned by the 
Coast Guard.
 Before we could even 
start down what would 
be a one-year — and 

very expensive — bureaucratic road, we would need to obtain 
a MARAD Waiver, which allows foreign-built boats to carry 
up to 12 paying passengers. Caprice was built in Australia. Caprice was built in Australia. Caprice
In addition, the Jones Act requires that a foreign-built boat 
must have been in the U.S. for a minimum of three years 
before a MARAD Waiver can be issued.
 Little did we know what would be involved in the process 
of becoming an Inspected Vessel. Anyone considering having 
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Nuevo Creacion was dilapidated until Sail-
Fest raised money for upgrades.
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It took the Seifers a full year to get 'Caprice' 
declared a USCG Inspected Vessel.

www.westmarine.com/rigging

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG (7444)

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:
Alameda, CA

730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.

(619) 255-8844

Seattle, WA
1275 Westlake Ave. N

(206) 926-0361

Furler Installation • Lifelines 
Running Rigging • Standing Rigging 

Dock & Anchor Lines
Mobile Rigging Service Available

YOUR SAILING 
RESOURCE!

YOUR SAILING 
RESOURCE!

YOUR SAILING 
RESOURCE!

YOUR SAILING 



Ultra™ - Paint for Performance!
n Premium, Long Term Protection

n Durable Finish 

n Formulated with Biolux® to 
Fight Slime 

n Excellent Color Stability

n Fast Drying

n Reduced Solvent Emissions

n The Best of High Performance, 
Hard Antifoulings - We Guarantee it!*

n Competitive Pricing

Ultra – Why settle for less, when you can choose the best!

Our World is Water

* See Interlux Limited Warranty for details
, Interlux and the AkzoNobel logo are trademarks of AkzoNobel. © AkzoNobel 2014.

Use antifoulings safely. Always read the product label.

Photographer: Billy Black
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their boat inspected might be interested in our experience. 
The Coast Guard eventually made fi ve inspections of our 
boat, one of them while the boat was on the hard. They were 
meticulous in their work. Some of the items involved in this 
process were:
 • We needed a current 'Stability Letter'. They would not 
accept one from Australia, where the Seawinds are built. This 
meant we had to hire a naval architect.
 • We had to hire a professional rigger to inspect the rigging.
 • We had to buy 14 Coast Guard Type A PFDs. The Coasties 
would not accept Australian Type A PFDs.
 • We had to install signs to indicate where the adult and 
children's lifejackets would be stored, with instructions on 
how to put them on.
 • We had to install automatic fi re extinguishers in both 
engine compartments, with manual cockpit releases and au-
tomatic engine shutdowns. This was even though the engines 
are diesel, not gas.
 • We had to install U.S. Coast Guard-approved manual 
fi re extinguishers. Our Australian ones were not U.S. Coast 
Guard-approved.
 • We had to install a liferaft — or IBA — for 50% of the 
passengers and crew. This was even though we are only au-
thorized to charter within the confi nes of San Francisco Bay.
 • We had to buy a U.S. Coast Guard-approved lifering with 
an automatic light. The two larger Australian liferings we 
already had were not acceptable.
 • We had to install stainless steel plates behind and beside 

the stove.
 • We had to get ready 
for annual inspections.
 • We must have the 
inflatable inspected 
every two years.
 • We have to get a 
drydock inspection ev-
ery two years.
 • Both of us need to 
get annual drug tests.
The above is only a 
partial list!
 A l t h o u g h  m a n y 
of the requirements 
make our boat safer, 
the added U.S. Coast 
Guard requirements 

are amazing for just going from six to eight passengers. We 
don’t believe that anyone should consider making a living by 
going into the sailboat charter business for more than six 
people — unless, of course, they have a large-capacity vessel 
such as Hornblower. It's certainly not a user-friendly process 
for a truly small business owner.
 However, we have completed the process, and Caprice is Caprice is Caprice
now certifi ed as an Inspected Vessel. We are safer, drug-free, 
and open for business for sailboat charters and catamaran 
lessons (ASA-qualifi ed instructor) on San Francisco Bay. 

Captain Dan & Carol Seifers
Caprice, Seawind 1160 

Point Richmond

 Capt. Dan and Carol — If we're not mistaken, most countries 
in the world — and maybe even the U.S. Virgin Islands — allow 
eight passengers, not just six, on their version of uninspected 
vessels. But as we recall, many years ago in the United States, 
an organization representing something like the 'Small Ship 
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It was a long process, but 'Caprice' is now 
ready to take out larger charters.

SPAULDING WOODEN BOAT CENTER 

  

boatworks@spauldingcenter.org
FOOT OF GATE FIVE RD. SAUSALITO, CA 94965

W W W. S PAU L D I N G C E N T E R . O R G

The oldest boatyard in Sausalito!
AFFORDABLE QUALITY

 Our crane has a 12 ton capacity.

  

By bringing your boat here to be repaired or
restored, you will also be supporting,

preserving, and celebrating the craftsmanship 
and traditions of wooden boat building.

We specialize in wooden boats and
service fi berglass and metal too.

From haulouts to full restorations, we do it all!
SCHEDULE NOW AND BEAT THE CROWD

YOUTH BOAT BUILDING AND SAILING PROGRAM
Join the team. Build a boat. Apply today!

Information at http://spauldingcenter.org/youthprogram.html

(415) 332-3721

mailto:boatworks@spauldingcenter.org
http://www.spauldingcenter.org
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For yard services call: (510) 237-0140

For Northern Lights/Volvo Penta parts, 
call our chandlery directly at: 

(510) 234-7960

www.baymarineboatworks.com

All sorts of colors, all sorts 
of boats. You'll look better, 

sail faster and 
enjoy it more!

THE CREW
The talented Bay Marine 

crew has years of 
experience and dedication. 

Call us for an estimate!

FULL SERVICE
BOATYARD

Your authorized service and sales center for

310 West Cutting Blvd. 
Point Richmond 

California

Topside or bottomside, our skilled craftsmen can paint your boat almost any color 
of the rainbow, from touch-ups and repaints to a full makeover.
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and Ferry Association' lobbied the Coast Guard hard to limit 
the number of passengers to six on Uninspected Vessels. They 
didn't want any small business folks horning in on their cus-
tomer base, and they got their way.
 We don't blame the Coast Guard for doing their best to 
protect paying passengers, who have a right to believe they 
are boarding safe boats. But we're not convinced the current 
regulations and categories do a very good job. We've seen 
some ancient Inspected Vessels, almost always monohulls, 
that were so overloaded with passengers that they looked like 
refugee boats. On the other hand, there are a lot of very safe, 
fl at-sailing, unsinkable catamarans that are limited to just six 
passengers because, as you have found, the bureaucratic duct 
tape is so thick. Furthermore, we think the Coast Guard's un-
derstanding of sailboats seems stuck in the 1970s, and there 
is little impetus to change the status quo. But we're not going 
to lose any sleep over it.
 Of course, the biggest change the Coast Guard needs to 
make is with the somewhat indiscriminate way in which they 
hand out Six-Pak licenses. Just because somebody can pass 
the written test for a Six-Pak license doesn't begin to address 
the question of whether they can operate a vessel safely with 
passengers and in emergency situations.

⇑⇓LOOKING FOR VICTORIA
 In the 1980s and early 1990s, the Stanford University 
Sailing Association fi nanced the university’s sailing team 

and sailing program by 
soliciting the donation 
of yachts. The majority 
of these boats were put 
on the market immedi-
ately; however, a select 
few were kept for up to 
fi ve years and used in 
our recreational sail-
ing program. I was one 
of the lucky few vol-
unteers who had the 
pleasure of operating 

this program, and I was particularly fortunate to be in the 
right place at the right time to be chosen to skipper the queen 
of our fl eet, the 72-ft Herreshoff ketch Victoria.
 Sistership to the fabled Ticonderoga of 1929, Ticonderoga of 1929, Ticonderoga Victoria was Victoria was Victoria
built in 1974 in New Zealand. She forever ruined me for any 
other sailing vessel, as she was gorgeous, wickedly fast, and 
immensely strong. We shared her with over 2,000 guests dur-
ing the fi ve years that Stanford owned her. Victoria was the Victoria was the Victoria
cover shot on two issues of Latitude 38cover shot on two issues of Latitude 38cover shot on two issues of , and was featured in 
several miscellaneous interior shots.
 We sold her to a San Diego sailor in 1993. Re-named Vic-
toria of Duxbury, She was on the cover of Sailing magazine Sailing magazine Sailing
twice in 2001, and I tracked her down in Newport, Rhode 
Island, where she was again on the market. That is the last 
that I know.
 Does anyone have any current info on her condition and 
whereabouts?
 P.S. I've been reading Latitude since the beginning. You Latitude since the beginning. You Latitude
have done and are doing an incredible job.

William Hill
Moss Beach

 William — Thanks for the kind words. Some issues are better 
than others, but we and the entire Latitude crew always bust 
our butts to do the best we can.
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'Victoria's older sistership, 'Ticonderoga', 
with a bone in her teeth.

WHALE  POINT  

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 • FAx 233-1989
Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5pm  •  Sun: 10am - 4pm • whalepoint@acehardware.com

MARINE & HARdwARE CO.

A FAmily Omily Omily wned & OperAperAper tedAtedA  Business
FOr three GenerAenerAener tiAtiA Ons

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store 

Go to www.whalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

Whale Point Clock

3.75" face with Whale Point logo.
noW $3999 each Qty Ltd.

tRoJan & 
Centennial
Batteries
Marine 
deeP-cycLe 
batteries

24TM • 85amp ............noW $9999*
27TM • 105amp .......noW $11999*
6 Volt .......................noW $14999*
8D • 12 Volt .............noW $18999*
*Price with trade-in of old battery of equal size.

leland
Strobe Light

Small and compact
strobe light, fits in ones
pocket,  with 3-mile
visibility, waterproof
and last for 30 hours.
dcell battery not included.

nOW
$1999

Floating lanteRn
6V

Large size 
flashlight is 
waterproof, 
which means it floats which means it floats which means it floats 
and comes with 6V battery.comes with 6V battery.comes with 6V battery.

nOW
$799

FuRRion 
Shore-Power Cord Shore-Power Cord 
30AMP

25’ $6999

50’ $7999

deCK BRuSh
with Handle

extra 
long 
handle (5ft) handle (5ft) 
with aluminum with aluminum 
no-rust, threaded tip.no-rust, threaded tip.
now $1398

SuPeR BlaSt
Horn

8 oz.
Non-flammable

noW $1499

FoReSPaR
Sta-Plug

Foam 
Emergency 
Plug

noW $1799
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KEEL COOLER SYSTEM

On Display at Strictly Sail Pacific Booth #26/28/30

Boat Show Discounts

Arguably the world's most efficient, dependable refrigera-
tion. The keel cooler and super efficient compressor make 
for a quiet, highly efficient 12V refrigeration system. More 
than 12,000 Keel Cooler systems sold in the last 10 years. 
Designed for hot, tropical conditions.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

The Most Reliable 
Power for Cruisers!

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

ULTIMATE POWER 
MANAGEMENT

3000W True Sine 
Wave Inverter

120Amp Four Stage 
Adaptive Charger

Dual Battery 
Bank 
Charging

victron energy

Enjoy year-round cabin comfort with this new 
breakthrough, efficient air conditioning unit.

*Powers through 700w inverter

NEW

SUMMER'S
COMING!

CALL
FOR

QUOTE
See us at

Jack London Square
April 18-22

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13

COOL, COMPACT 12V DC*
AIR CONDITIONING

The world's most efficient watermaker
Available from Swedish Marine

  Northern California 
   SPECTRA 
     Distributor
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 We've done some checking around, including with Tom 
Reardon, who just retired after 29 years of running the original 
Ticonderoga, but haven't come up with anything on Victoria of 
Duxbury.

⇑⇓BUCHANAN IS ALIVE AND WELL, WEARING A LEI
 Just a little update on Bob Buchanan, the former owner 
of Total Boat Works in Mazatlan, who disappeared on his 
Acapulco 40 Bolias Dream in mid-January. We talked to Bob Bolias Dream in mid-January. We talked to Bob Bolias Dream
on March 10, and can report that he's alive and well. He'd 
been in Hilo, Hawaii, for a few weeks following an uneventful 
singlehanded passage from Mexico to Hawaii. He told us he'll 
be staying in the Islands for a little while before sailing back 
to his native Canada.
 We didn't ask about what happened in Mazatlan be-

tween him and Rafa, 
his former employee 
and minority owner at 
Total Boat Works. We 
don't like putting a guy 
on the spot, especially 
when it's not really our 
business. But at one 
point we talked about 
how good Bolias Dream
looked, and Buchanan 
said that he'd had to 
do some varnish repair 

after the passage. 
 "In Mexico, I just would have had someone else do it," he 
said.
 "Well, you did own a boat maintenance business, so why 
do it yourself?" I replied.
 "Well, that's all over now," he said.
 On another note, we've seen a lot of comments in Latitude
about people thinking of sailing to Hawaii instead of going 
to Mexico because of the AGACE thing. Frankly, we can't 
imagine AGACE being worse to deal with than DOBOR/DLNR 
(Department of Boating Ocean Recreation/Department of Land 
and Natural Resources) here in Hawaii. We spent fi ve years 
in Mexico — 2004-2008 and 2011-2013 — and never had a 
tenth of the headaches and legal hoop-jumping that we've had 
here in Hawaii, where we are spending our third winter.
 People may feel it's safer in Hawaii than in Mexico, but here 
are a couple tidbits for comparison. We had our dinghy stolen 
at Stone Island, Mazatlan. A friend had his dinghy stolen from 
the beach at Kaneohe Bay, Oahu. I never heard of any cruiser 
being shot at in Mexico, but I've heard of cruising boats being 
shot at on the north side of Molokai. Prior to going to Mexico, 
we were never told "I hope you have guns aboard," but a guy 
at the Kaneohe YC on Oahu told us just that when we told 
him our next stop was Lono Harbor on Molokai.
 Don't get us wrong, there are plenty of good things about 
cruising to and in Hawaii, but if we were making a choice 
between Mexico and Hawaii, and were leaving from the West 
Coast, our hands-down choice would be Mexico — even if 
AGACE was inspecting every boat's documentation.

John & Linda Gratton
Nakia, Hans Christian 33

Hilo Bay, Hawaii

 John and Linda — With respect to the Mexico versus Hawaii 
comparison, let us nuance it a little. Until the AGACE raid/
audits in late November, government in Mexico has pretty 
much always been less of a pain in the butt than government 
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Bob Buchanan stopped in Hawaii recently 
on his way to Canada. 

www.southbeachharbor.com



SERIOUS.
WEATHER.
PROTECTION.
Third Reef, the world’s  
best-selling foul weather gear. 
Exclusively at West Marine.

NEW!

Fully lined,  
100% water 
and windproof 
breathable  
oxford fabric

Non-chafing  
brushed mesh collar 

Hi-vis, foldaway 
hood with 
volume adjuster

Adjustable 
outer cuffs 
with internal 
storm cuff

Large cargo 
pockets

Reinforced knees 
and seat

Zippered 
handwarmer 
pocket

  

WIN A $1000 
SHOPPING  

SPREE
Go to westmarine.com/win3

and sign up to enter. 
Sweepstakes  

2/20/14–5/15/14

westmarine.com
Plus, over 275 stores nationwide!

Convenient drop seat 
on Women’s Bibs

http://www.westmarine.com
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in Hawaii. If you were an owner of one of the several hundred 
perfectly legal boats that AGACE impounded for two to four 
months, you'd think Mexico was worse than Hawaii. However, 
if you didn't fi nd yourself unfairly snared by AGACE, Mexico 
continued to be as glorious as it was before.
 As Hawaii is surrounded by water, you'd think the state 
would be friendly to mariners. It's actually indifferent at best. 
And the government-owned and -operated facilities, and in 
some cases employees, have historically left much to be de-
sired. Mexico is also much less expensive than Hawaii, and 
has countless more and varied places to cruise.

⇑⇓MAINE TO HAWAII — WITHOUT SELF-STEERING, TOO
 Our experience is many years old, but here is how we 'did' 
the Pacifi c with respect to watermakers and SSB radios. My 
husband, three teenagers and I sailed CB Carver, our 40-ft, 
gaff-rigged, wooden schooner, from Maine to Hawaii via the 
Caribbean, Panama Canal, and Marquesas. We did not have 
a watermaker — I don't think many cruisers did back then — 
and we could not afford a SSB radio. The only radio we had 
was an old VHF that wasn't any good away from the coast. 
We used a sextant and tables, with paper charts.
 We had a great three-year adventure, and were very lucky 
with both the boat and the weather. We had a 37-day voy-
age from Panama to Fatu Hiva that was just delightful and 
uneventful — except for the pod of sleeping whales we en-
countered. As we passed through them, they woke up and 
sounded. Spectacular!
 We had a 19-day voyage from Nuku Hiva to Hawaii in Au-
gust, if you can believe that. We were able to pick up some 
weather reports very late at night, so we knew there was a 
hurricane about 1,000 miles to our east and moving our way. 
We sailed with all its slop — 40-knot winds, driving rain and 
high seas — the whole way. Sailing was a challenge, but the 
kids were great. We didn't have any self-steering, so everyone 
stood watches. A week after we reached Hilo, the hurricane 
passed by just to the south of the island. Whew!
 To make a long story shorter, I encourage Latitude readers Latitude readers Latitude
to slip the docklines and go — assuming it's something they 
want to do but have hesitated doing. It was a great educational 
adventure for the children — and for us. And if someone can 
do their own maintenance and repairs, it can be done without 
spending a lot of money.

Josie Glenn Hyde
Planet Earth

 Readers — We received a tremendous amount of response 
to a reader's question about whether a watermaker and/or a 
SSB were needed to cross oceans. Opinions were all over the 
place, and alternatives were suggested. We found the letters 
so interesting, and not just for the watermaker/SSB question, 
that we'll be running a number this month, next month — and 
maybe even the month after that.

⇑⇓SIMPLE IS GOOD
 You do not need a watermaker to cross the Pacifi c. Our 
family of fi ve recently crossed the Pacifi c, having left from San 
Francisco, and are now in Micronesia. Our biggest worries 
were someone falling or getting injured — or running out of 
water. We carry over 200 gallons of water — almost a ton! — 
in four tanks. After our longest  passage — three weeks — we 
hadn't even used half our water. We rely on water conserva-
tion, catching rain water and, if necessary, taking on water 
from shore.
 Years ago, we cruised extensively on a Westsail 32, a much 
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Take Us With You On The Water

BOATU.S. — SERVICE, SAVINGS, AND REPRESENTATION SINCE 1966

INSURANCE DISCOUNTS MAGAZINE ADVOCACYSAFETY TOWING TRAILER ASSIST

  Join Today  •  www.BoatUS.com/join  •  800-395-2628

BOATU.S. MEMBERSHIP IS YOUR KEY TO SAVING ON FUEL, 
TRANSIENT SLIPS, REPAIRS AND MORE AT OVER 1,000 LOCATIONS!

5 Star Marina 
Stockton (209) 466-7223

A&M Marine 
Tahoe City (530) 581-2516

Alamitos Bay Marine 
Long Beach (562) 594-0888

All Marine 
Stockton (209) 948-4998

Anacapa Isle Marina 
Oxnard (805) 985-6035

Anchors Way Marine Centers 
Oxnard (805) 985-6775

Avalon Harbor Marine 
Avalon (310) 510-0535

Bahia Marina 
Oxnard (805) 985-6400

Ballena Isle Marina 
Alameda (510) 523-5528

BayGreen Mobile Pump-Out  
   and Marine Sanitation 
Berkeley (415) 621-1393

Big Break Marina 
Oakley (925) 679-0900

British Marine 
Oakland (800) 400-2757

Bullfrog Marina 
Stockton (209) 465-9610

Cabrillo Isle Marina 
San Diego (619) 297-6222

Cal-Kona Marine Inc 
Oceanside (760) 722-5817

Cerritos Yacht Anchorage 
Wilmington (310) 834-4737

Chad’s Mobile Marine 
Discovery Bay 
(925) 437-5642

City of Suisun City Marina 
Suisun City (707) 429-2628

Dana Point Fuel Dock 
Dana Point (949) 496-6113

Drake Marine South 
San Francisco 
(650) 588-3015

Emerald Point Marina 
Bethel Island (925) 684-2388

Emery Cove Yacht Harbor 
Emeryville (510) 428-0505

Emeryville Marina 
Emeryville (510) 654-3716

Euro Sail Charters 
San Pedro (310) 831-2363

Explorer Marine Services 
San Diego (619) 223-2158

Ferguson Woodworking 
San Diego (619) 224-7544

Glen Cove Marina 
Vallejo (707) 552-3236

Gold Key Storage & Marine 
   Service Center
El Dorado Hills 
(916) 358-5004

Half Moon Marina 
San Diego (619) 224-3401

Harbor Island Fuel Dock 
San Diego (619) 291-6443

Herman & Helens Marina 
Stockton (209) 951-4634

High Seas Fuel Dock 
San Diego (619) 523-2980

Hi-Tide Boat Sales & Service 
San Rafael (415) 459-8840

Hogin Sails 
Alameda (510) 523-4388

Hyde Sails 
Wilmington (949) 200-2028

Inland Marine 
Antioch (925) 757-1714

Island Marine Fuel 
Balboa Island (949) 673-1103

J&H Marine Stockton 
(209) 951-0283

Jankovich & Sons 
San Pedro (310) 547-3305

Jones Valley Resort 
Redding (530) 275-7950

King Island Resort & Marina 
Stockton (209) 951-2188

Lake Sonoma Resort Area 
Geyserville (707) 433-2200

Liquid Wrenches 
Livermore (925) 961-1670

Marina Bay Yacht Harbor 
Richmond (510) 236-1013

Marina Del Rey Marina 
Marina del Rey 
(310) 822-0316

Marine Service Center 
Rancho Cordova 
(916) 638-7935

Mariners Point Fuel Dock 
Huntington Beach 
(562) 592-4975

Markley Cove Resort 
Winters (707) 966-2134

Martinez Marina 
Martinez (925) 313-0942

Mathiesen Marine 
Emeryville (510) 350-6622

McAvoy Yacht Harbor 
Bay Point (925) 458-2568

Nelson’s Marine, Inc.
Alameda (510) 814-1858

Newport Boats 
Corona (951) 371-8996

Newport Boats 
Newport Beach 
(949) 646-8888

Newport Harbor Shipyard 
Newport Beach 
(949) 723-6800

NorCal Mastercraft 
Pleasanton (925) 460-9216

Oakland Marina 
Oakland (510) 834-1071

Obexer’s Boat Company 
Homewood (530) 525-7962

Oil of LA Foundation 
San Pedro (310) 748-5246

Orwood Resort 
Brentwood (925) 634-7181

Outboard Inboard Marine
   Repair 
San Jose (408) 297-3347

Outrigger Marina 
Rio Vista (916) 777-4646

Owl Harbor Marina 
Isleton (916) 777-6055

Pacific Marine Repair 
  and Boatyard 
Ventura (805) 658-1709

Pacific Sailing and Charters 
Longbeach (562) 590-0323

Pearson Marine Fuels 
San Diego (619) 222-7084

Peninsula Yacht Marina 
Oxnard (805) 985-6400

Pier 39 Marina 
San Francisco 
(415) 705-5436

Redding Boat Works 
Shasta Lake (530) 275-1495

River City Boat Works 
West Sacramento 
(916) 320-5307

Sacramento Marina 
Sacramento (916) 808-5712

San Leandro Marina 
San Leandro (510) 577-3490

Sea and Ski Marine Inc. 
Costa Mesa (949) 646-7813

Sea Lube 
San Diego (619) 294-3810

Seaton’s Marine Service 
Discovery Bay 
(925) 516-7678

Septic Brothers Marine 
Pump Out Service 
Stockton (209) 329-0768

Shelter Cove Marina 
San Diego (410) 287-9400

Shelter Island Marine 
Electronics 
San Diego (619) 223-2182

Shoreline Fuel Dock 
Long Beach (562) 594-0888  

South Bay Marine 
Wilmington (310) 833-1450

Spindrift Marina 
Isleton (916) 777-6041

Stewart’s Marine Service 
Truckee (530) 582-8776

Stockton Downtown Marina 
Stockton (209) 462-4200

Sugar Barge Resort and
   Marina 
Bethel Island 
(800) 799-4100

Sunroad Resort Marina 
San Diego (800) 350-0736

Sunset Marine 
El Cajon (619) 593-4006

The Outboard Motor Shop 
Oakland (510) 533-9290

Tiki Lagun Resort & Marina 
Stockton (209) 941-8975

Tower Park Marina 
Resort Lodi (209) 369-1041

Tracy Motorsports 
Tracy (209) 832-3400

Tracy Oasis Marina-Resort 
Tracy (209) 835-3182

Treasure Island Yacht Harbor 
San Francisco (415) 981-2416

Union Point Resort 
Stockton (209) 948-4294

Vallejo Municipal Marina 
Vallejo (707) 648-4370

Ventura Isle Marina 
Ventura (805) 644-5858

Walker Marine South 
Lake Tahoe (530) 541-8514

Westport Marina 
Oxnard (805) 642-0229

Whiskey Slough Marina 
Holt (209) 942-4588

Windmill Cove Resort and
   Marina 
Stockton (209) 948-6995

Yacht Centre 
Wilmington (310) 834-5016

Yacht Haven Marina 
Wilmington (310) 834-6892
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smaller boat, and didn't have a watermaker for that trip either. 
During that cruise it was mostly just my wife and I — until 
my wife had a baby.
 By the way, having a baby resulted in our catching monster 
fi sh. We usually caught them at twilight when the winds were 
light, when we'd see big marlin or tuna swimming alongside 
our boat. What attracted them? No doubt it had something to 
do with the fact my wife washed our baby's cloth diapers in 
saltwater. And one of our washing techniques was to trail the 
dirty diaper over the side. Naturally, we only did this where 
discharge of human waste was legal and moral! But I am now 
a convert to the use-a-diaper-as-a-lure school. 
 In my opinion, a SSB radio is not absolutely necessary. 
But one does need a shortwave receiver for voice weather 
forecasts. That said, there is plenty to like about SSB, but I 
would have no qualms about cruising with a shortwave and 
an EPIRB.  
 Simple is good. It brings unanticipated blessings to you. 
Sometimes in the form of big tuna.

Lee Pliscou
Windsong, 45 custom steel cutter

Saipan

⇑⇓ONE SHOULD NOT OWN A BOAT ON A BUDGET
 There is nothing safer than cruising with a SSB, and it gives 
a great level of confi dence. The Pactor modem is somewhat of a 
luxury, but a great way to stay in contact with the homeland. 
It does provide access to GRIB fi les, but we've found these to 
be somewhat unreliable.  However, access to a good source 
of weather information is a must. We used MaxSea, and were 
very impressed by its accuracy. We downloaded their GRIB 
fi les via satphone.
 We would not do a long crossing without a watermaker. Yes, 
you may make it without one — if you want to live primitively. 
We did have the opportunity to explore both options when 
our generator went on the fritz for a period of about a week, 
leaving us unable to use our 110-volt watermaker. (Our new 
boat will have a 12-volt watermaker.) No fresh water showers 
and washing dishes with saltwater and a fresh water rinse 
defi nitely minimized our water use. By the way, we are big 
proponents of fresh water fl ush toilets to eliminate the algae 
smell, so we followed the "yellow is mellow" rule.
 What is wrong with some comforts at sea? Remember that 
one should not own a boat on a budget.

Andrew
Lion's Paw, Outbound 46

Boulder, CO

 Andrew — Why shouldn't one own a boat on a budget? Al-
most all the boatowners we know are on a budget in the sense 
that everyone says they could "always use another thousand." 
And in some cases, "a hundred thousand."

⇑⇓SALT DRYING ON YOUR SKIN CAUSES DISCOMFORT
 Based on my experience of sailing from Hawaii to Australia 
and back between 1998 and 2000 on my Ericson 32 Xanth, 
you don't need a watermaker. I did have a SSB, but I really 
didn't use it all that much.
 I had two other crew on the leg from Hawaii to Fiji, and 
when we arrived in Suva after 22 days, we still had water 
left in the boat's 32-gallon water tank. But we did leave with 
bottled water and lots of canned drinks as well. We conserved 
water by taking saltwater showers and doing all the dishes 
in saltwater. In both cases we used only a small amount of 
fresh water to rinse, and we only rinsed our hair in fresh. If 

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205, SAUSALITO, CA 94965
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you dry off right away, you are none the worse for showering 
in saltwater. Letting the salt dry on your skin is what causes 
the discomfort.
 Watermakers and SSB radios are two nice additions that 
will add to comfort and pleasure, but they are hardly neces-
sary. A lot of other things some cruisers say are 'must haves' 
— such as refrigeration — aren't necessary either. Sure they 
are nice, but if the choice is between going without them or 
not going, I say go without them.
 Mind you, I write this as I am working on putting all of 
these — and a lot more — on my current boat. But then I've 
already been out cruising twice, and don't expect to be able 
to leave my business for a few more years.

Andy Kurtz
Angelique, Columbia 57

San Francisco Bay

⇑⇓WE PREFER A SATPHONE TO A SSB
 We can't speak of the need for a watermaker and a SSB 
when crossing the Pacifi c, as we sailed in the opposite direc-
tions — to the Caribbean and Europe. But we'd like to add 
our two cents' worth.
 We upgraded our catamaran with a Spectra watermaker 
before retiring aboard and heading to the Caribbean. Many 
islands had water shortages, but we didn't have to fret. In 
addition, we never had to abandon the safety of a secluded 
anchorage to seek water, nor did we ever have to haul it from 
shore.
 We bought a SSB radio and a Pactor modem, but never 
used either that much. In the Caribbean we did use the SSB 

to contact Chris Parker for weather, 
but we didn't use the Pactor. Before 
crossing the Atlantic to Europe, 
we opted to add a 9555 Iridium 
satphone — plus Dr. Luis Soltero's 
fantastic GMN compression soft-
ware. We went this route because 
it was too much of a hassle trying 
to get the Pactor to work with our 
MacBook Pro laptop.
 The Iridium 9555 is something 
we use only for data to/from our 
Mac, and it's perfect for emails and 
GRIB fi les. It is pricier to use than 
a SSB and Pactor, but does not 
have downtimes due to propaga-

tion. Nor does it take more than a minute to send multiple 
emails whenever we want to send a bunch. While we prefer 
the satphone, we would not cross an ocean without either a 
satphone or SSB.
 Sidenote 1 — We cross oceans and seas with a Carib din-
ghy as our liferaft. Some time back Steve Dashew made the 
comment that he would recommend that a new cruiser buy 
a satphone before buying a liferaft.
 Sidenote 2 — Sue and I fl ew back to frozen Iowa from St. 
Katherine's Dock in London, and are now at the Mayo Clinic 
in Minnesota getting our routine physicals. When we're done, 
we'll carry a year's worth of drugs back to Angel Louise at St. Angel Louise at St. Angel Louise
Katherine's Docks.
 Sidenote 3 — St. Katherine's, which is next door to Tower 
Bridge and where we have spent two winters aboard, has gone 
to a policy of expensive annual leases. They will no longer 
offer six-month lease rates. I was just notifi ed that the slip 
fees for our 37-ft by 17-ft catamaran will be $2,400 a month 
starting in April. Clearly it's time for us to move on! We plan 
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Ed and Sue Kelly prefer a 
satphone for 'Angel Louise'. 

NEW MEMBERS
Attach this ad to your application for
a $100.00 credit at the Ship's Store.

There's No Better Place to Enjoy the
Bay this Summer than Sausalito and
the Sausalito Yacht Club!

Whether you keep your boat in the North Bay, South 
Bay, East Bay or Delta, SYC is a great destination for 
getting out of the fog and enjoying some fi ne weather 
and hospitality.

We offer:
  A clubhouse with spectacular views.

  Fine dining and a fi rst-rate bar.

  Reciprocal visits from all PICYA club members.

  Mooring fi eld for group and individual use.

  Excellent sail training for all ages.

  Active cruising for both power and sail.

  Racing year round.

  Special events and informative seminars.

  Easy ferry access to and from the City.

SYC is easily accessible by water and road and is an ideal
spot for participating in the many local activities like music 
in the park, fi reworks, and the annual Lighted Boat Parade.

The next time you're looking for a great on-the-water
experience, make the Sausalito Yacht Club your destination.

For more information, check us out at:
www.sausalitoyachtclub.org - or call us at (415) 332-7400

At the foot of El Portal (next to the Sausalito Ferry Landing)
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on cruising down the coast of western Europe, eating our way 
along the shores of France, Spain and Portugal like a couple 
of hungry locusts. We will cross the Atlantic in the trades from 
the Cape Verdes to the Caribbean in December.

Ed & Sue Kelly
Angel Louise, Catalac 38

Des Moines, Iowa

⇑⇓24 YEARS OF MINIMALIST CRUISING
 I think the last time I saw the Wanderer was at Sea of 
Cortez Sailing Week in April 1985. I was sailing the 29-ft Pear-
son Triton Wickanninnish at the time. I think the last time I Wickanninnish at the time. I think the last time I Wickanninnish
communicated with Latitude was December of 1992, when I Latitude was December of 1992, when I Latitude
reported on Tropical Cyclone Val from Pago Pago, American Val from Pago Pago, American Val
Samoa.
 I left Canada for Baja in 1990, and enjoyed an excellent 
summer in the Sea of Cortez. I sailed out of Z-town through the 
South Pacifi c for 14 years. I left Australia in 2004 for Vanuatu, 
Kiribati, the Marshalls, Saipan and Palau, and have cruised 
Micronesia for the past 10 years. I'm currently on Guam.
 I have a minimalist's approach to sailing and cruising. My 
current boat is a custom Doug Peterson 33 that was built 
using the West system.
 Mexico was the only place I ever thought about using a 
watermaker, but I never did buy one. I managed to fi nd wa-
ter sources wherever I went, and have never had a problem. 
But you do have to watch your consumption. In the tropics, 
I think a water-catcher tarp was and still is the way to go. It 
just takes a bit of work to get it secured, but it has no moving 
parts that require maintenance.
  I've used a number of portable all-band receivers over the 
past 24 years to listen to the cruiser nets and for weather up-
dates. I now use an 11-year-old Motorola Iridium satphone. I 
prefer it to the hassles of dealing with radio wave propagation 
and maintaining a Ham or SSB radio.
 I joined the Internet world a while back and have a sailing/
diving blog at www.waterworks-sysooke.blogspot.com.

Brian Smith
Sooke, Peterson 33

Vancouver, B.C., Canada

⇑⇓I HAVEN'T USED MY SSB FOR VOICE IN 12 YEARS
 I say 'yes' to a watermaker — if you can afford one and are 
willing to maintain it. The latter means fresh-water fl ushes 
when you don't use it every day, and pickling for long-term 
storage. I highly recommend Spectra watermakers.
 I also say that a good quality SSB receiver is another abso-
lute must. A Sangean ATS-505 and Grundig G5 are the best, 
and can be bought for about $150. As for an Icom SSB/Pactor 
combo, I say no. I haven't used my Icom for outgoing emails 
or voice in 12 years of cruising. And dry-cell, battery-operated 
receivers are usually less noisy and clearer than an Icom.
 The satphone is probably the new EPIRB replacement. 
Defi nitely yes, especially for crossing oceans.
 High-gain WiFi antenna? Absolutely. For about $20 you can 
get a Hawking Tech or TP-Link, 300 Mbps, N-type. Both are 
capable of pulling in (pirated) WiFi from about a mile away.
 Yes to an iPad — or any Android tablet — with iNavX chart 
plotter app. Navionics is the gold standard app — except in 
the Bahamas where Explorer Charts rule, with the Garmin 
'Blue Chart Mobile' app.

Frank Magnotta
Hannah-I, Hunter Passage 450 Hannah-I, Hunter Passage 450 Hannah-I

Great Exuma, the Bahamas
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PO Box 8245
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Schedule a consultation today: (415) 935-3071
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www.dupeymarine.com
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TOPSIDE CARE • DECK CARE • NON-SKID
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“I visited the boat yesterday. I seriously did not 
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work that was done. 
It was like coming 
home to an entirely 
new boat.”

– Chris Vandervert 
Catalina 30
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⇑⇓CROCS ARE GOOD FOR SOMETHING AFTER ALL
 What a great idea for John and Ronnie Everton to repur-
pose old Croc brand shoes as fenders for Gaucho's dinghy, 
as reported in the February 21 'Lectronic. 

I'm not sure if Latitude
is aware of it, but three 
different families were 
raised aboard the 50-
ft Gaucho, and she's 
already completed two 
circumnavigations. 
Furthermore, she's 
had two books written 
about her. Seagoing 
Gaucho is the book I Gaucho is the book I Gaucho
have. The second one 

wasn't translated into English.
  Did I mention that 
Gaucho is a big sistership to Vito Dumas's 31-ft LGaucho is a big sistership to Vito Dumas's 31-ft LGaucho EHG/LEHG  is a big sistership to Vito Dumas's 31-ft LEHG/LEHG  is a big sistership to Vito Dumas's 31-ft L
2? I crewed on 2? I crewed on 2? Gaucho in the mid-1970s when Tony Badger Gaucho in the mid-1970s when Tony Badger Gaucho
owned her.

Wes Hoffschildt
Pearl, Cape George 34

Foresthill

Wes — We're glad you mentioned that Gaucho is the big 
sistership to Dumas' 31-ft LEHG/LEHG 2, because we fre-
quently get confused and think Dumas sailed on Gaucho.
 This is as good an opportunity as any to remember what an 
outstanding and unusual singlehander the Argentine was. It 
was in 1942, at the height of World War II, that Dumas decided 
to do a singlehanded trip around the world via the Southern 
Ocean — and with only the most basic of gear. For example, 
he didn't carry a radio for fear he'd be treated like a spy, as 
both the Germans and Japanese had deployed spies in small 
sailboats. His outfi tting was so basic that he brought along old 
newspapers to wear under his clothes in order to keep warm. 
Dumas made only three stops going around, and nearly had 
to amputate an arm.
 What was the weird LEGH/LEHG 2 name all about? Dumas 
said they represented "four names which marked my life." As 
we recall, all four were women — his mother, his wife, and two 
mistresses.

⇑⇓THE DYNAMICS OF GROUP BONDING
 We've been cruising about six months a year for 18 years. 
We were three years in Mexico and a month in Central 
America, and then transited the Panama Canal in 1999-2000. 
Entering the Caribbean in 2000, we cruised Panama's San 
Blas Islands. Next we sailed up the west side of the Caribbean 
to Honduras, Guatemala, Belize and then the Yucatan. After 
the Bahamas and a visit to Florida, we went back south to 
the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico, then cruised the 
eastern Caribbean islands to Trinidad, then headed back 
west.
 Sometimes we cruised in company with as many as three 
or four other boats. This happened on and off during all of our 
years of sailing. But we noticed a phenomenon when cruising 
in company with other boats that we'd not read about — there 
can be an exclusivity that develops in the group. This can 
sometimes include a tendency for group members to associate 
only with other group members, especially for cocktail hour 
parties, dinner parties, and when going ashore.
 We encountered one extreme case of such bonding in the 
Dominican Republic. We befriended an Englishman who was 
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John and Ronnie Everton found a good 
use for worn-out Crocs — dinghy fenders!

Greetings Sailors, 

Over the past 45 years I have had the privilege of  serving the 
Bay Area sailing community, designing and building stiff, light, 
and highly responsive boats that allow you to feel the harmony of 
wind meeting wave at your finger tips. Thanks to the diverse and 
highly talented sailors in the Bay, I have been challenged to create 
boats that reflect our community’s core values of  excellence and 
innovation. I am proud to work for you and honored to have earn 
a reputation for creating boats that defy stereotypes. Thank you 
for your years of  support and patronage. 

Yours,

Tom Wylie  

WylieDesignGroup.com     WylieCat.com     WylieCharters.com 

WYLIE DESIGN GROUP

NEW DESIGNS & CONSULTING

CHARTERING

925-376-7338

WYLIECAT

http://www.wyliedesigngroup.com
http://www.wyliecat.com
http://www.wyliecharters.com
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B&G H5000!

Sausalito, CA since 1989   www.farallon.us   415 505 6000
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a 'bonded member' of a group that had sailed together exten-
sively in the Caribbean. One afternoon this man was on our 
boat helping with some repair, and generally just enjoying 
a visit. As the dinner hour approached, a woman, whom we 
took to be the leader — or 'enforcer' — of the bonding group, 
began to call for him repeatedly on the VHF. Apparently it 
was time for the group's cocktail hour or dinner, and he was 
expected back for that event.
 For whatever reason, the man just wasn't ready to leave, 
so he got down low in our boat so he couldn't be seen from 
across the anchorage by the enforcer. She continued to call 
for him on the VHF, but he chose not to answer. Her tone grew 
increasingly strident, and with each call the man's angst in-
creased. We had asked him to dine on our boat, but he decided 
that wouldn't be a good idea. We noticed this man's group 
always went places together, and seldom included outsiders. 
In these forays we saw the group was always shepherded by 
the lead woman.
 We saw other less extreme examples of this enforced bond-
ing on our travels in the Pacifi c, the Caribbean, the Bahama 
Islands and elsewhere. This led to our consciously avoiding 
becoming members of any group.  Our preference is to as-
sociate freely with cruisers as we choose. We noted others 
refusing to join a group for the same reason.
 This phenomenon is irksome, but nevertheless very inter-
esting. It undoubtedly springs from some human evolutionary 
characteristic and, as with most evolutionary characteristics, 
had a survival benefi t in ancient times. We wish we were more 
skilled in psychology or sociology or anthropology to fully 
understand the dynamics of this group bonding need. One 
can imagine its utility in our caveman past; however in the 
modern cruising scene the bonding can cause awkward and 
uncomfortable social interactions.
 But nobody should let this deter them from the cruising 
life. You can remain independent and have a great time.

William & Soon Gloege
Gaia, Morgan 38

San Francisco

 William and Soon — We don't think it has anything to do with 
evolution for survival. Some people are just most comfortable 
when they are part of a pack, and every pack needs its alpha 
— a position any number of people are usually over-eager to 
apply for. It reminds us of junior high school. But as you say, 
it's a big cruising world, and there are plenty of wonderful 
people to get to know who aren't part of a clique.

⇑⇓A NEW WAY TO PAY FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES 
 The Coast Guard, an organization that I greatly admire, 

is said to be the 
most poorly fund-
ed branch of the 
U.S. military. But 
I think that I have 
a partial solution. 
The Coasties were 
in the news recent-
ly for intercepting 
$1.2 million worth 
of marijuana off the 
California coast. 
It's my understand-
ing they seize such 

drugs with regularity. I presume that the standard procedure 
is to destroy this type of contraband once its role as evidence 
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The Coasties confi scated 3,500 lbs of pot off 
San Diego in January.

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 
Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power    Classic or Contemporary

Fiberglass    Aluminum    Steel    Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide superior service

and the finest coverage available today.
To be sure you're getting the best insurance value

please contact us for a quote. 
www.heritagemarineinsurance.com

Fax 860-572-5919
classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com

800-959-3047

© 2014 Insurance policies issued by ACE Recreational Marine Insurance
are underwritten by the insurance companies of ACE Group.

Program available exclusively through:

1801-D Clement Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
sales@hoginsails.com

www.hoginsails.com

Call today to discuss your sail inventory 

(510) 523-4388

HOGINHOGIN
SAILMAKERSSAILMAKERS

• Full service and repair loft • Boom and canvas covers
• ATN spinnaker socks • Strongtrack
• New racing and cruising sails
• Roller furling conversions/new sun covers
• Sails are manufactured in our Alameda loft
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Come to

the Party!
at the Bay View Boat Club and the waters of Pier 54.

For more information: (415) 495-9500 after 1700,
or visit our website: www.bvbc.org

Bay View Boat Club, 489 Terry Francois Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94158Bay View Boat Club, 489 Terry Francois Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94158

THE BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB AND THE ISLANDER BAHAMA FLEET
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’60s, ’70s & ’80s Vintage
Fiberglass Sailboats

to the
San Francisco

Saturday, July 19

TROPHIES TO PRETTIEST BOAT AND FASTEST OVERALL
10 a.m. UNTIL DARK  •  RACE STARTS AT 1 p.m.  •  TROPHY PRESENTATION AT 7 p.m.

30th
Annual

ALL RIGS –
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Consultations on-line or on-site
(360) 385-1080  •  www.briontoss.com

RIG YOUR BOAT
~ WORKSHOP ~

Skills and planning to rig your boat

October 18-19
at

Brion's Loft, Port Townsend
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is complete. Now that the recreational use of marijuana is 
legal in Washington and Colorado, it seems only logical that 
the Coast Guard should dispose of seized marijuana in the 
markets in those states — Colorado recently reported a supply 
shortage — and use the proceeds to augment their less-than-
adequate funding.

Bill Crowley
Napa

 Bill — We greatly admire the Search & Rescue division of 
the Coast Guard, but we fi nd it hard to believe that the Coast 
Guard — or any branch of the U.S. military — is underfunded. 
We think the problem is waste, ineffi ciency, and the fact that the 
Coast Guard is sent on countless fool's errands by Homeland 
Security, a spectacularly profl igate and ineffi cient department 
if there ever was one.
 As of 2013, the U.S. spent about $554.2 billion annually to 
fund its military forces, and another $88.5 billion to fund Over-
seas Contingency Operations. You don't think that's enough? 
To put it in context, the U.S. is responsible for 39% of the entire 
world's military expenditures, and spends seven times as much 
on the military as does China. Of all the money Congress has 
discretion to spend, they give 58% of it to the military.
 But we like your idea. In fact, we think it could be improved if 
individual members of the Coast Guard drug strike teams were 
to get bonuses based on the value of all the pot and drugs their 
group seized and sold. Nothing wrong with a little monetary 
incentive, is there? What's more, such a philosophy could be 
extended to the Border Patrol and local police departments. 
In fact, why not include traffi c cops, meter maids and others 
with law enforcement responsibilities? What could possibly go 
wrong with such incentive-based law enforcement?
 By the way, we knew that the Coast Guard was part of 
Homeland Security, but we were initially unsure whether it was 
part of the military. Looking into it, we found that the Coasties 
are indeed one of the seven uniformed branches of the United 
States Armed Forces. Seven? Can you name the other two 
besides the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard? 
They would be the U.S. Public Health Commissioned Corps and 
the Commissioned Offi cer Corps of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. Who would have known?
 The Coast Guard is different from the other six branches of 
the military in that it gets its marching orders from Homeland 
Security instead of the Department of Defense. However, the 
President of the United States can, at his will, declare that the 
Coast Guard is suddenly part of the Navy. That happened in 
1917 and 1941, at the start of the two World Wars. The Coast 
Guard is also unique among the Armed Forces in that in ad-
dition to defense, it's also involved in law enforcement, and 
is a federal regulatory agency. In other words, a triple-threat 
agency.

⇑⇓DOING THE HORN AGAIN
 I have come up with my next great adventure! It is with 
what I believe to be a sound mind and great prudence that I 
have decided to do a nonstop solo circumnavigation, west to 
east, taking all great capes to port. My plan is to start from 
Bahia Caraquez, Ecuador, on November 1, 2015 and return 
fi ve months later. Such an adventure would require some 
upgrades to the boat and to get the boat positioned for the 
start.
 It's true that I'm nearly 68 and therefore getting a little 
older, but I feel f-ing great! So why not? I've also fi nished my 
fi rst book, titled The Horn, Ahead or Behind, Always On My 
Mind. It should be published within the next month.

THE
NELSON

CAP
CAMWRAP* thanks Latitude 38 readers and 
customers for speaking up about our popular 
Nelson Cap:

 "It's so comfortable."
 "…classy…"
 "There's nothing fussy or pretentious about

  The Nelson."
 "100% wool – dark navy Melton cloth…"
 "It keeps my head warm!"
 "…my wife loves it."
 "Och Aye, and it's made in bonnie Scotland!"

*Since 1972, Camwrap has supplied America's top universities with 
the traditional British wool fl annel school scarf, or Campus Wrap.

For more information, including retail stockists, call

(800) 353-9004
or email: camwrap@birch.net

VOLPAR, INC.
Parts &
Service

VOLPAR, INC.      VOLPAR, INC.  Your  Your 
  local  local

Penta 
dealer 
with a 
large 

inventory 
of parts in stock. Factory of parts in stock. Factory 

trained, certifi ed technicians, trained, certifi ed technicians, 
gas & diesel, with more than 30 gas & diesel, with more than 30 

years experience. Bring your years experience. Bring your 
boat or have our mobile service 

come to your boat.
Open Tuesday-

Saturday
10 a.m. to
7 p.m. PDT

www.volpar.com
volpar@volpar.comvolpar@volpar.com
941 Laurelwood Road941 Laurelwood Road
Santa Clara, CA 95054Santa Clara, CA 95054
toll-free (800) 845-2323toll-free (800) 845-2323
local (408) 986-0848  fax (408) 986-8482local (408) 986-0848  fax (408) 986-8482

MOBILESERVICE
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QUANTUM SAIL DESIGN GROUP

.QUANTUMSAILS.COM
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Add More Fun and Enjoyment 
to Your Sailing Experience with 
Quantum® Sails

See us at Strictly Sail Pacific for great deals on new sails and service.

Strictly Sail Pacific
Jack London Square, Oakland
April 10-13, 2014
Same location at Booth #42

SPECIAL OFFER — 15% OFF
Present this ad for 15% off loft services. 
Expires May 31, 2014

Quantum Pacific  •  1230 Brickyard Cove  •  Pt Richmond, CA 94801  •  510-234-4334  •  sanfrancisco@quantumsails.com

The Iverson’s Dodger is now 
available in the Bay Area!
Dodgers • Bimini Tops • Enclosures

206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com

Check out our “Must-See” website!!

iversonsdesign.comwww.iversonsdesign.com

Convert your auxiliary drive to
CLEAN, QUIET ELECTRIC

SALES • SERVICE • CONSULTING • CUSTOM PROGRAMMING

www.ThunderStruck-EV.com • 707-578-7973 

ThunderStruck M�ors

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13
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 No noxious
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 Superior torque at low RPM

 Use code
LAT38 online or by phone

5% Discount!
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 My wife, Debbie, has given me 15 great years of enthusi-
astic cruising, but her nesting instincts are kicking in. She 
wants and needs to be a bigger part of the grandkids' lives. I 
need to understand and will. So the new plan is for Debbie to 
spend six months a year with family and grandkids, and six 
months on the boat with me. I plan to continue doing what I 
truly love, which is sailing.
 The really tough part for us is that, while we can com-
fortably afford to live our lives out together on the boat, it 
looks as if we need to get Debbie a condo ashore and pay for 
all the expenses that come with it. I plan to develop a blog 
site where all my friends can ride along with me on the solo 
circumnavigation, which should be exciting, as they can live 
the adventure as it happens. I will also do something that I 
would have never considered before — make it a monetary 
site so anyone who wants to contribute fi nancially to the 
adventure and my lifestyle will have the opportunity to do 
so. It won't be mandatory, but any contributions to helping 
keep my dream alive would be greatly appreciated.
 Debbie and I will fl y home in early May to be with family 
and friends. After that, Debbie will stay in the U.S., while 
I'll return to the boat and spend the summer in the Sea of 
Cortez, hoping not to get too roasted.
 By the way, Debbie and I spent over a month in the Barra 
de Navidad area of Mexico's Gold Coast, and had a mixed 
experience. For the most part we enjoyed it very much — 
including getting to watch our home-state Seahawks win the 
Super Bowl. It was exciting sharing the victory with many 
local friends we had made, especially at Abuela's restaurant, 
where Deb had gotten involved with a kindergarten fund-
raiser to help build a new wall at the school. The old wall 
had fallen down, so the kids couldn't go out and play.
 We also established a one-hour workout program on the 
roads that run through the 27-hole world-class golf course. 
We jogged and walked the fi ve-mile course daily, and both 
made good headway in kicking our asses back into shape. 
And while here at Santiago Bay, just north of Manzanillo, 
we've been hanging on the hook, enjoying the beautiful 
beaches, and sitting under the umbrellas at the palapas. It's 
at La Junta, near here, where we met a great couple from 

Colorado who own and 
operate a restaurant 
called the Hogsbreath 
Saloon.
The owners said that 
their margaritas were 
to die for, so we went 
to one of their beach 
bars, and Deb ordered 
two. It seems that at 
least one of the drinks 
was drugged, as after 
only one drink she 

started slurring her speech and acting drunk. It got so bad 
that we had to carry her back to the dinghy so we could bash 
through the surf and get her back to the boat. She doesn't 
even remember it! She later came to, and became horribly 
sick as well.
 The next day we returned to talk to the owners to let them 
know what had happened. The owner said he was truly sorry, 
but he'd been gone that day and had no idea why anyone 
would have done it or why. I suggested that someone was 
possibly trying out a date rape drug to see how effective it 
was. In any event, our advice is to keep a close watch on 
who is serving you drinks.
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Debbie Hartjoy will spend time with the 
grandkids while Jeff heads to the Horn.

elcomotoryachts.com
877-411-ELCO  |  Athens, New York

of ELECTRIC
PROPULSION
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Patent PendingPatent Pending

1893

2013

BOAT LOANS

Unbeatable rates.

Call us today
for a free quote.

(800) 233-6542

www.seacoastmarine.net

A division of Seacoast National Bank.

San Diego, Newport Beach, Alameda & Seattle

See us at
Strictly Sail Pacifi c
Jack London Square 

and
Newport Boat Show

Lido Marina

New / Used / Refi nance

http://www.elcomotoryachts.com
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BRISBANE
MARINA✠

GREAT LOCATION! Just minutes to Central Bay sailing.
GREAT STAFF!
GREAT RATES! Starting at $6.02/foot!
MARINA GREEN with picnic/BBQ areas,
Bay Trail Access and FREE Wi-Fi.
HOME OF THE SIERRA POINT YACHT CLUB

From Hwy 101, take the
Sierra Point Pkwy exit and

follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway
Brisbane, CA 94005

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us

(650) 583-6975
harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

WE SHIP EVERYWHERE AND PAY THE FREIGHT ON NEW SAILS AND MACK PACKS. 
Colin Mack & Travis Blain

Call (800) 428-1384
info@macksails.com
www.macksails.com

The Biggest Small Loft In The USA
Photo:  Kip Brundage

Our 45th Year

Every Mack Sail Is Proudly Made
In Our Stuart, Florida Sail Loft

We built all new sails for this Kanter 52 that was fitted out for circumnavigating. Our rigging department installed a Leisure Furl Boom and Furling Code Zero. MACK SAILS also painted spars, replaced all standing and running rigging,rigging, updated deck hardware, hydraulics and electronics.

LIKE us on Facebook

INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
salsinfl atables@sbcglobal.net 

www.salsinfl atableservices.com

SALES • SERVICE
RENTAL • REPAIR

VISIT SAL'S
AT STRICTLY
SAIL PACIFIC

Liferafts

Infl atables
Upstairs in the Viking booth

EPIRBs
PLBs

SPRING SPECIAL
up to

$173 Savings!
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Jeff & Debbie Hartjoy
Sailors Run, Baba 40

Longbranch, Washington

Jeff and Debbie — In 1981 we did a race from Long 
Beach to La Paz, and at the conclusion ordered a pitcher 
of margaritas for our crew at our room in the best hotel is 
La Paz. We were going to drink the margaritas and then go 
downstairs and socialize with the rest of the participants. But 
about halfway through our drinks, each of us healthy 30- to 
40-year-olds literally was lying on the fl oor, unable to get up. 
It was as if we'd been hit over the head with sledgehammers. 
We later found out they'd made the drinks with Pancho Villa 
pure grain alcohol, which is extremely potent and technically 
toxic. Maybe they made Debbie's margaritas with something 
like that.
 As for a solo circumnavigation, after all these years of ocean 
sailing you should be able to better evaluate the wisdom of 
such an endeavour than we can. Good luck! But after single-
handing around the Horn, didn't you tell us that you would 
never do anything like that again?

⇑⇓SELECTING A MAIL FORWARDING SERVICE
 We are going on an extensive cruise. If I am outside the 
U.S., where it may take mail months to reach me or get back 
to the United States, how do I renew my annual Coast Guard 
registration? What do others do in this situation?
 I enjoy Latitude, and fi nd it contains the best practical 
information for cruisers. Thank you!

Victor Zarzhitsky
Odessa Mama, Whitby 42

Portland, Oregon

Victor — Thanks for the kind words. Many cruisers solve 
this — and similar problems — by using a mail forwarding ser-
vice. One of the more popular is St. Brendan's Isle in Florida, 
which can act as your agent when it comes to renewing your 
Coast Guard document each year. However, it still means that 
you might not get the original of your document, which many 
countries are going to require, to your boat promptly. So we 
asked Scott of St. Brendan's how this is handled. He told us 
there are basically three options:
 1) See if the country you'll be in will accept a copy of the 
document, which can be emailed to you. 2) In countries where 
the original is required, try to have a friend coming to the boat 
deliver it. 3) If both those ideas are non-starters, the third op-
tion is to have it fl own to you via FedEx, DHL or UPS. Scott 
also told us that you can apply to the Coast Guard for early 
renewal if that might help your situation.
 By the way, if you're a California resident who doesn't feel 
as though you should be on the hook for a lot of state and 
county taxes while on an extended cruise, you may also want 
to establish residency in another state, such as Florida. Mail 
forwarders such as St. Brendan's can help you accomplish this 
by assisting with Florida voter registration, Florida driver's 
license, a Florida street address, and such.

⇑⇓BRISTLING OVER THE VERY IDEA
 I can't believe that the Max Ebb column in Max Ebb column in Max Ebb Latitude advo-Latitude advo-Latitude
cated the use of a "stiff bristle fl oor brush" for hull cleaning. 
No knowledgeable hull cleaner or paint manufacturer in 
the world would recommend using a fl oor brush —  or any 
brush, for that matter — to clean anti-fouling paint. Not only 
is it guaranteed to remove paint, but in doing so, it's further 
polluting our already-impaired waterways. Unbelievable. 
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Order your free catalog online - www.thesailwarehouse.com

The Sail Warehouse is
seeking sales representation in San Francisco, Los Angeles and
San Diego Markets. If you have an existing sail loft, marine retail
or service business this could be an excellent opportunity for
you to expand. Contact: Jim Johns at 831.646.5346

SailsSails In Stock!In Stock!

The Sa i l  WarehouseThe Sa i l  Warehouse
S ince  1983S ince  1983

         

• New 
• Used
• Custom 

View our complete sail inventory online.
Searchable by sail size or by boat type.

• Furling Systems
• Furler & Sail Packages
• Sail Covers
• Boat Covers

Fast and reliable shipping!

www.thesailwarehouse.com
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www.easymoor.comInfo and videos at: www.easymoor.com
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information: 
www.encinal.org 
NOR/Entry June 11-14, 2014June 11-14, 2014
information: 
www.encinal.org 
NOR/Entry 

Encinal Yacht ClubEncinal Yacht Club

Race Contact: John Hemiup (510) 332-1045  •  vicecommodore@encinal.orgRace Contact: John Hemiup (510) 332-1045  •  vicecommodore@encinal.org

Sponsored by Encinal Yacht Club 
Co-Sponsored by Del Rey Yacht Club
Sponsored by Encinal Yacht Club
Co-Sponsored by Del Rey Yacht Club

Coastal Cup Race
San Francisco Bay to Santa Monica Bay

Coastal Cup Race
San Francisco Bay to Santa Monica Bay

Skipper's Meeting
& Dinner
June 8

Awards Dinner
& Trophies
June 14

P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY • SAUSALITO, CA 94966
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina

415•332•5478
www.listmarine.com

SAUSALITO

• Full service
engine shop

• We service all makes

• Dockside facilities

• Mobile service trucks

Poole Refr igerat ion Service
Alameda,  CA; (510) 523-3495

www.seafrost .com

Anderson Refr igerat ion Co.
Alameda,  CA; (510) 521-3111 

Local Dealers:

COOL IT YOURSELF!
Refrigeration has never been easier. Sea Frost’s compact

and powerful, 12-volt BD refrigeration conversion kit comes
pre-charged and ready for owner installation.

Sea Frost . . .Quality at an affordable price!

www.seafrost.com
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The heart of any in-water hull cleaning best management 
practice is to always clean with the softest cleaning media 
possible.
 I wonder how long I'd be in business if I used the worst 
management practice that Max blithely tossed out there to 
boatowners.

Matt Peterson
FastBottoms Hull Diving

Member California Professional Divers Association

⇑⇓MAX RESPONDS TO MATT'S CRITICISM
 "Stiff" is a relative term. The brush that Lee uses is about 
right for removing a week or two of slime, but doesn't seem 
to be taking off any paint. It's not the softest brush on the 
hardware store shelf, but not the stiffest one either. After 
three years of regular use, the bottom paint appears to be 
fully intact.
 Part of the disconnect here might be the fact that Lee's 
brush, relying mostly on a small buoyant fender for bearing 
pressure, never applies more than a light touch to the bottom. 
No diver's elbow grease is involved.  

Hull cleaning best management 
practices can be found online at
tinyurl.com/ndxr3qx and tinyurl.com/ndxr3qx and tinyurl.com/ndxr3qx tinyurl.
com/mecnzy2.
 Note that for hard vinyl and hard 
epoxy racing bottoms, a soft white 
pad or carpet is preferable, but 
other kinds of cleaning devices are 
not prohibited. Note also that ro-
tary brush machines are still within 
the best-practice guidelines, using 
"soft" nylon brushes — probably 
about the same actual bristle stiff-
ness as on Lee's hardware store brush.

  The main thing is not to produce 
a plume of brushed-off paint, not even a small plume. For 
the new low-toxicity paints, harsher abrasives that might 
remove some paint under higher bearing pressures are 
presumably a lot less damaging to water quality — but dam-
age to the smooth racing fi nish is reason enough not to use 
anything more abrasive than needed to wipe off the growth.
  The other important thing is to clean your boat bottom fre-
quently, whether by brush or by diver, so that the bottom stays 
smooth and the minimum amount of paint is scrubbed off.

Max Ebb
San Francisco Bay

Readers — There was further back-and-forth between Matt 
and Max over the issue of whether it was ever a best practice 
to use any kind of brush. Matt said it wasn't; Max disagreed, 
as long as using the brush didn't leave a trace of plume.

⇑⇓IT WAS THE SMARTEST THING MY DAD COULD DO
 Once again I have read Latitude cover to cover. Max Ebb Latitude cover to cover. Max Ebb Latitude
rocked it again. But I really want to talk about the man over-
board article.
 Way back in the 1970s, before all the cool MOB stuff was 
around, my mom, dad, two brothers and sister learned to sail 
by bouncing off piers and jetties and stuff. As Dad got more 
confi dent, we started heading off to Catalina, Oceanside, San 
Diego and other SoCal destinations.
 How did we learn about rescuing somebody who fell over-
board? Dad would wait until we got into the middle of a fog 
bank, in the middle of a shipping lane, and he'd simply throw 
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Is this brush part of worst 
management practices?
  The main thing is not to produce 

800-374-2626 • 831-423-SAIL
www.pacifi csail.com

Sail Monterey Bay
• Basic to offshore sailing courses

ASA Certifi cation
Bareboat Charter Fleet 

Reciprocal Charter Privileges with seasoned
 ASA & US Sailing Bareboat Certified Sailors

Corporate Team Building Regattas

Pacific Sail
Current slipCurrent slip
opening foropening for
new or latenew or late

model 31-44'model 31-44'
sailing yachtsailing yacht

to enterto enter
charter fl eetcharter fl eet

Santa Cruz Harbor
info@pacifi csail.com

(510) 681-3831

Stem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To SternStem To Stern
LLC

www.stemtosternsf.com

We are located at:
Building 13, Alameda Marina

at
Svendsen's Boat Works

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

Stop by and ask how you can get a
$50 Credit

toward any service we provide for you.

mailto:info@pacificsail.com
http://www.pacificsail.com
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SPRING SPECIAL!SPRING SPECIAL!

Complete package with bimini top and 
comfort package, plus 25hp Mercury 

outboard. Enjoy the summer!

333 Kennedy Street
Oakland, CA 94606(800) 726–2848

(510) 533–9290
www.outboardmotorshop.com

All Prices INCLUDE freight & prep, plus tax & license only.

SHOW SEASON SPECIALS!

1926-2014
Your Bay Area Dealer

For 88 Years

3302

Boston Whaler
11-ft Sport

Costco Members Price

$13,347

Made in Maine - Of�ice in San Diego
(207) 415-5104  www.seabags.com

We trade bags for Sails!
Contact christa@seabags.com for info 

on our sail trade program 

SaSails froils from Am Arorounundd t thehe World,  World, 
Recycled in Maine. 

Tame your main with DUTCHMAN Products

Full Batten Cars & Track System Boom Brake Sail Flaking System
Want your main up or down in a snap? Our 

UHMW TRACK SYSTEM dramati-
cally cuts track friction, costs less and 

is stronger than comparable systems. Our 
FULL BATTEN CARS and TENSIONERS 

are ideal for reducing batten sideloads. Practical Sailor 
calls them “a sensible solution.”

Worry about accidental jibes? In addition 
to gear failure they an be deadly. The 
Dutchman BOOM BRAKE called “the 

best choice” by Practical Sailor, allows you 
to execute controlled jibes without leaving the 

cockpit. There’s no need to set up or change a pre-
venter. Now available in three sizes to accommodate 
yachts up to 65 feet in length.

Our offshore proven SAIL FLAKING 
SYSTEM is ideal for shorthanded sailing. 
Reefi ng is much safer and easier. Unlike 

lazy jacks, it won’t catch the sail as you raise 
and lower it or 

cause chafe, and it really 
fl akes your main, instead 
of collecting it into a pile. 
Just drop the sail, couple 
of quick tugs, and you’re 
done. “Heartily recom-
mended” by Practical 
Sailor and more boatbuild-
ers and sailmakers than any 
other system.

DUTCHMAN/MVB INC.
54 Beach Road, Norwalk, CT 06855
(203) 838-0375   Fax (203) 838-0377
Email: dutchman_mvb@hotmail.com website: www.mvbinfo.com

See us at

Jack London Square
April 10-13
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one of us kids in the water. "Man overboard!" he'd yell. All of 
us still on the boat would have to tack, jibe, or whatever to 
get back to our swimming sibling. Back then it was fun stuff.
 But looking back, it was also the smartest thing my dad 
could do. First off, it became kind of a game, so we were all 
relaxed about having to pick somebody up from the water 
or having to wait to be picked up. Dad made us comfortable 
knowing that no matter what, the boat would come back to 
get us. To this day I thank him for making me comfortable 
on a boat so I never panic.
 Nowadays, when I do deliveries, I always strap in. When I 
sail my own boat, I make sure I always know where everybody 
is, and strap them in at night. All I'm trying to say is, plan — 
meaning have a man overboard plan — and don't panic. After 
all, it might be your four-year-old sister bobbing behind the 
boat.

Mark Smith
Ineffable, Calkins 50

San Diego

 Mark — It's good that your dad wanted to help all the 
members of your family feel comfortable and confi dent about 
going overboard or having to rescue somebody who had gone 
overboard, but wouldn't it have been wiser to practice in more 
controlled environments than foggy shipping lanes?

⇑⇓HE (THE DELIVERY CAPTAIN) WAS JUST 17
 When I read the February letter from Wendy Hinman about 
her husband Garth, it brought back a fl ood of memories 
that I would like to share. Her report of their current boat-
building project reminded me of Garth and his parents. We 
fi rst met them in 1979 — ! — shortly after they had com-

pleted their adventur-
ous fi ve-year circum-
navigation — complete 
with shipwreck. Cir-
cumnavigations aren't 
nearly as newsworthy 
these days, but in the 
mid-1970s, long before 
electronic navigation, 
reliable radios, EPIRBs, 
watermakers and such, 
they were pretty big 
deals. Few people, and 

even fewer families, attempted such crazy feats.
 Anyway, we met them just after we'd bought Geronimo, a 
48-ft racing sloop, in Newport Beach. Since we were novices 
at ocean sailing, we needed a tactician/knowledgeable sailor 
to help bring her north to San Francisco. I was referred to 
Garth's father, Chuck, but he had to work and couldn't make 
it. So he recommended Garth, his 17-year-old son. We signed 
Garth on, and he did a fantastic job of getting us up the coast 
to Monterey, teaching me and other crew the science and art 
of coastal navigation along the way. Garth's dedication and 
abilities were invaluable during that delivery. Although it was 
35 years ago, I still call on knowledge and skills I learned from 
him during that trip.
 We were not fi nished with the Wilcox family, however, be-
cause a year later, Chuck signed on to be our navigator for 
the very fi rst Pacifi c Cup in June 1980 — although back then 
it was called the Northern California TransPac. The course 
was from San Francisco to Nawiliwili, Kauai, and Chuck did 
a fantastic job. He navigated with sextant alone, as this was 
even before SatNav, the precursor to GPS, existed. We are 
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Garth Hinman's navigation skills served 
him and Wendy well on their Pacifi c cruise.

3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 3302 Kurtz St., San Diego 92110 619-804-6921619-804-6921619-804-6921

Inflatable boats and RIBs of all sizes 
fully rigged with Honda outboards. 

We offer complete service on all Honda 
outboards with computerized diagnostics 

& factory trained technicians.

Achilles, AB, Caribe, Fiji and Taurus Inflatable Boats
Klamath and Bayrunner Aluminum Boats

Powered by Honda
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 
your owner’s manual. 2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. ®
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 

®
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read 

Run with
the Leader!

www.thedinghydoctor.com

Albatross BoathouseAlbatross Boathouse
Home of

Powered By HondaPowered By Honda

Come see
our 8,500 sq. ft.

indoor showroom at
our new location

off I-5 & I-8

2330 Shelter Island Dr., #105, San Diego, CA 92106  
(619) 523-8000 • www.suncoastyachts.com

Exclusive California Dealer forExclusive California Dealer for

ISLAND PACKET &
BLUE JACKET YACHTS

Call for special Boat Show pricing, available NOW!
Visit us in San Diego for a test sail.

AT OUR DOCKS

BROKERAGE
Taswell 43 .................... $189,500
IP-420 .......................... $319,000
IP-40 ............................ $199,000

IP-380 .......................... $219,000
IP-35 ............................ $129,000
Grand Banks 42 MY .. $419,000
Grand Banks 36 .......... $139,000
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The Gianola Family has been designing and 
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since
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in quality, more choices, and personal service.
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Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707Fax (866) 795-3707Fax

sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterins.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere • Worldwide Navigation

Charter Boats • Multihulls • Liveaboards • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more active 
cruising boats than any other marine agency

in the Western Hemisphere.

BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE

Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock Open 7 Days (Tenants Receive 10% Off) • Free Pump Out Station Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock Open 7 Days (Tenants Receive 10% Off) • Free Pump Out Station 
Modern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat RepairModern Launch Ramp • Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair

Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club Land or Sea Canvas • Windjammer Yacht Sales • Loch Lomond Yacht Club 

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

LOCH LOMOND MARINA

RARE OPPORTUNITY!
Two 40-ft Covered Slips Available
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very proud to say that our family-run boat, with three other 
non-racing sailors as crew, came in fourth out of a fi eld of 
eight in the Big Boat Division.
 So when I hear mention of Garth and Chuck Wilcox, it 
brings back memories for which I am eternally grateful.
  Now to fi nish the story of Geronimo. My wife and I had her 
extensively refi tted in order to transform her from a 'racing 
machine' to a very comfortable — though still rather fast — 
cruiser. In 1985 we sailed her to Spain, where she is today. 
Although we are no longer the owners, we still see her often, 
and know she is under the care of very kind, dedicated sailors.

Len Teasley
Sea Quins, Islander Freeport 41
Brickyard Cove / Richmond YC

 Len — Great memories; thank you. We were there for the 
fi nish of that fi rst Pacifi c Cup to Kauai, and while we remember 
your boat Geronimo, we couldn't recall what kind of boat she 
is. But we did a little search of our records, and came up with 
this excerpt from the letter you wrote to Latitude in 2002:
 "My wife and I sailed Geronimo, our Olympic 48, to Spain 
in 1985, and have kept her in Spain or France ever since. We 
leave her on the hard other than the two or three months we 
sail her in the Med. We have cruised to almost all of the popular 
places in the Western Med, including the Balearics, Corsica, 
Sardinia, the Riviera, Costa Brava, Costa del Sol, etc. Maybe 
our experience with the regulations and the authorities will be 
of help.
 "In short, we have had no bad experiences — or even 
direct contact — with the authorities in the 17 years we've 
left Geronimo in the Med. We've relied on the guidance of the 
managers of the boatyards, who have told us that if we don't 
touch our boat for six months of each year, we're in compliance 
with the law.
 "As for importing boat parts, we bought a new Volvo engine 
in France, and had a new mast fabricated and shipped from 
Los Angeles to Barcelona — and didn't have to pay VAT or 
duty on either. The key to not being subject to VAT or duty is 
that our boat is classifi ed as a 'vessel in transit', because we 
comply with the six-month rule. By the way, when our original 
mast was severely damaged by electrolysis, we found that we 
could get a new one fabricated by LeFiell in Los Angeles, and 
have it shipped to Europe, for one-third the cost of a mast built 
in Europe! Conversely, our new 9-oz. Dacron jib was made in 
Spain for less than half the cost of one made in the U.S. Once 
again, there was no duty or VAT."
 European Union rules are no longer so generous to foreign-
owned boats kept within the waters of member countries. But 
the Med is still an enchanting destination.

⇑⇓JACKASSES ARE JACKASSES EVERYWHERE
 We are thoroughly embarrassed over the actions of one 
of our fellow cruisers. The other day someone deliberately 
pulled the towel dispenser off the bathroom wall in the men’s 
washroom at the Marina Riviera Nayarit in La Cruz, and in 
doing so broke a large and expensive mirror. We, as guests 
of Mexico, should remember that we are exactly that, guests, 
and behave accordingly.
  It's true that things — such as towel dispensers — don't 
work exactly as they do 'back home', but frankly, that's one 
of the reasons we came to Mexico. If cruisers expect things 
to be the same as home, they should stay home where they 
won't be disappointed.
 In our three seasons here in Mexico, we've received only 
the greatest courtesy from the Mexican people, and have not 
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been offended once. We go out of our way to reciprocate. It's 
a pity that there is always one bad apple to spoil the barrel.
 P.S. We are vets of the 2011 Ha-Ha, an event we joined for 
the company, not the security. And our participation in the 
Ha-Ha has continued to pay dividends ever since. Wherever 
we go, we meet more folks from the Ha-Ha, as it's an experi-
ence we had in common. It's made our Mexico experience just 
that much better. Right now we are anchored in Tenacatita 
Bay, and there are two boats here that we met on the Ha-Ha 
that we've kept in touch with, and we meet up every season 
down here. Thanks again for the Ha-Ha, and long may it live!

Leif & Jackie Watson
Dodger Too, Tartan 37

Edmonston, Alberta, Canada

 Leif and Jackie — Thank you for your unsolicited endorse-
ment of the Ha-Ha. Making great friends is the main reason 
most cruisers cite for having enjoyed the Ha-Ha.
 We couldn't agree with you more about how friendly and 
helpful the people of Mexico are. Every time we come back to 
the States, we're taken aback by how aggressive, if not hostile, 
so many Americans are.
 Nonetheless, when a fool damages something in a marina 
restroom, it doesn't strike us as being an affront to the country 
the marina is in, but rather an affront to civilized behavior in 
general. We hope you let that person know, even if anony-
mously, that his actions were noted.

⇑⇓THE ANNOYING BUZZ REMINDS US OF THE HA-HA
 My wife and I are sitting here on our boat in the Sea of Cortez 
and had a great sunset to cap off a wonderful dinner. One of 
the rituals we often follow when we have shorepower is to turn 

on our water heater to 
do the dishes. We use 
our Monitor countdown 
timer, a bit of swag from 
Scanmar in the 2008 
Baja Ha-Ha, to track 
how long we have the 
water heater on.
 The Monitor count-
down timer is the one 
piece of swag — in ad-
dition to the great Ha-

Ha T-shirt — that we have found to be invaluable. We set it 
to remind us to take care of a variety of chores. Every time 
we hear its annoying buzz, we are reminded of the great time 
we had on our fi rst sailing trip south in the company of the 
Ha-Ha. We want to thank Latitude again for introducing us Latitude again for introducing us Latitude
to the great opportunities of traveling Mexico by sail. Each 
time we respond to the timer, it brings a smile to our faces.

Pete & Kathie Mirrasoul
Citla, Cal 39 Mk III

San Diego

 Pete and Kathie — Thank you so much, as your unsolicited 
letter just made our day.
 It's funny how many Ha-Ha vets have told us they use the 
Monitor timers. Doña de Mallorca is just one of many who are 
big fans of the timers.
 By the way, as someone who has led a pretty undisciplined 
life, we're fi nding that we enjoy rituals. For example, every 
morning when we're on the hook in St. Barth, we start the day 
with two rousing versions of Gloria. The fi rst one is Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo by Vivaldi. We stand on Admiral's Walk of 'ti 
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Profl igate in a Speedo, the wind caressing our body, and direct 
the imaginary orchestra. We follow this one up with a more 
profane Gloria, the Van Morrison G-L-O-R-I-A version. When 
we hear those tunes for the rest of our lives, we'll be taken 
back to these lovely mornings on the hook.
 Our knowledge of classical music is, however, on the slim 
side. Does anybody have any recommendations for sundowner 
music?

⇑⇓BOOZIN' WITH RATS
 All that the photo of the rat damage to goodies inside 

The Wanderer's Ol-
son 30 La Gamelle in La Gamelle in La Gamelle
St. Martin ('Lectronic, 
March 5) tells me is 
that rodents can eat 
through plastic con-
tainers to get at what-
ever is inside, whereas 
they can’t, at least yet, 
chew through glass. 
If you had fi lled plas-
tic water bottles with 
Stoli or Mt. Gay rum, 
you might have found 

evidence of alcohol toxicity in rats, or perhaps the confetti 
would have been even more artistically distributed.

Jan Grygier 
Neener³ (that’s Neener Neener Neener to you), Catalina 42Neener³ (that’s Neener Neener Neener to you), Catalina 42Neener³

Point Richmond

⇑⇓THE WIND BLEW OUT MY CONTACT LENSES
 You asked about times when Latitude readers had to wear Latitude readers had to wear Latitude
face masks because it was blowing and raining too hard to 
keep their eyes open. In our case, it happened in December 
1995 when we were sailing the Sir Francis Drake Channel 
in the British Virgins aboard a Beneteau 44 charterboat. 
The 'Christmas Winds,' aka December/January trades, were 
blowing hard with the usual squalls. We exited the lee of 
Norman Island and headed for Spanish Town, Virgin Gorda.
 But this one squall rolling down the channel was clearly a 
full-on white squall, with the classic spindrift 'balloon' leading 
the front, indicating heavy precipitation, big downdrafts, and 
very strong winds. With no way to escape it, we rolled up the 
jib, double-reefed and eased out the main, and tacked to put 
the entire channel in front of us. We locked in the compass 
course because visibility was going to be zero, and sent non-
essential crew below.
 The squall hit with winds in excess of 50 knots. The side-
ways rain blew my contact lenses out! And it took two crew 
to get a foulie top on. The squall departed as quickly as it 
had arrived, but it dismasted three boats in the channel. 
We radioed VISAR (Virgin Islands Search & Rescue) with the 
boats' coordinates and checked on the one boat we could 
fetch.
 While at the Bath & Turtle that evening, we bumped into 
actor Morgan Freeman, who had also been sailing up the 
channel that afternoon. So we called for an extra round of 
rum. On a recent trip to New York in December, we bumped 
into Morgan again at legendary Sardi's. We laughed about 
how different Januaries can be. He remains a gracious and 
humble man and sailor.
 But sometimes it is a white squall.

Tim Dick
Sausalito / Honolulu
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Rats easily gnawed through plastic bottles 
but left the glass booze bottles untouched.
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Readers — White squalls are defi ned as sudden and violent 
windstorms at sea that are not accompanied by telltale black 
clouds generally associated with squalls. The name comes from 
the white-capped waves and white broken water.
 Some sailors believe that white squalls don't exist as sepa-
rate entities but rather are the same as microbursts. But not 
our friend Bruce, who used to run the 65-ft charter cat Swaliga
between St. Martin and St. Barth with up to 65 passengers. 
With a nearly full boat one afternoon, Swaliga was hit by a Swaliga was hit by a Swaliga
50-knot white squall. It was all Bruce could do to get the crew 
to douse the headsail before they were hit. Unable to get the 
main down, he ran with it at a steady 19 knots in the wrong 
direction for a very tense half-hour until the squall passed.

⇑⇓NEXT BAJA BASH WILL BE DONE BY BENEFICIARIES
 While doing our fi rst Baja Bash in 2011, we had wind on 
the nose and big seas, so we wore dive masks the whole time. 
We got to within 200 miles of the border when the engine 
died. Again. A case of fi lters and 100 miles later it died once 
more. For good. (The diagnosis was bad fuel in the jerry cans 
we had fi lled in Turtle Bay. Pearson's Fuel Dock in San Diego 
would later say it was the dirtiest fuel they'd seen in 30 years.) 
Whatever, as we spent the next 12 hours pounding into it, 
getting within 100 miles of San Diego.
 We spent the next nine hours making just three miles. 
Hooray, only 97 more miles to go! We fi nally gave up and 
called Vessel Assist — fortunately we'd bought the Gold Card 
version. Nine hours later their boat started towing us at 12 
knots! I needed to put my mask back on until I could reach 
them on the VHF to tell them to slow our sailing Winnebago 
down to an acceptable speed. They were used to towing high 
speed motoryachts, not sailboats. My face was burned red 
for a week from the wind and spray.
 I've done my last Baja Bash. When Andalucia returns to Andalucia returns to Andalucia
Mexico next year, it will be my benefi ciaries, not I, who will 
be doing the Bash back to California.

Steve Hollen
Andalucía, Irwin 37

Long Beach

⇑⇓SOME BOATOWNERS ARE CLUELESS
 The other day I wrote to you describing how frustrated I 
have been with the Mexican government with respect to the 
impounding and releasing of foreign-owned boats. But I want 
Latitude and its readers to know that in some cases it is the Latitude and its readers to know that in some cases it is the Latitude
boatowners who were at fault. There were about 15 boats at 
our Marina San Carlos that did not have Temporary Import 
Permits, or had expired permits. We took it upon ourselves to 
get permits for these boats, but the owners ended up having 
to pay a reasonable $130 fi ne before their boats were released.
 I'm sending you a copy of a letter our marina sent to one 
of our clients, as it shows how diffi cult some boatowners can 
be to deal with. His boat had not only been impounded, it has 
been confi scated — although I'm sure we can get it back. My 
letter:
 "I was told by the staff at our marina that you refused to 
sign any documents. I don't think you understand the gravity 
of the situation. You bought a boat in Mexico that had been 
imported with a Temporary Import Permit, a permit which 
clearly states on the back that the boat can't be bought or 
sold in Mexico. On top of that, your TIP had expired. We at 
the marina applied for your new TIP after the audit, and it 
was very hard for me to convince the Mexican IRS to accept 
your new TIP with just a small fi ne, but I did.
 "Ninety-two boats, including yours, were impounded on 
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the day of the AGACE inspection in late November. Through 
our lawyer, the marina was able to get 83 of the boats re-
leased. Since you didn't cooperate, yours was not one of those 
released. I think you know that somebody from SAT put a 
document on your boat the other day, a document that says 
your boat has been confi scated and is now the property of 
the Mexican government.
 "I am trying to save your boat. At this moment you have 
three choices: 1) Forget about your boat and let the Mexican 
government auction her off. 2) Find your own lawyer and 
have him/her go to Mexico City and try to save the boat for 
you. 3) Pay $1,000 to the marina to cover the fi ne you would 
have had to pay for having an expired TIP, and for all the 
work our lawyer has done on your behalf. If our lawyer is 
unable to save your boat, we will return the $1,000.
 "You told me that you didn’t know you needed a TIP for 
your boat, but you had the expired TIP in your folder, so you 
knew. If you hadn't bought the boat in Mexico, you would 
have had to buy a TIP at the border. Paying $50 for a TIP that 
allows your boat to be in Mexico for 10 years without paying 
import duty is very reasonable, so there is no excuse not to 
have one. Like I told you yesterday, I am not the Mexican 
government, I am just trying to help you solve the problem 
you have with the Mexican government. But if you refuse to 
sign the papers that were prepared for you at the marina to 
help you, and you don’t want to pay for anything, then I can’t 
help you.
 "I already paid the lawyer for the 83 boats that were re-
leased, but they had their papers in order, so it wasn't their 
fault they were impounded. In your case, you were at fault, 
so it is harder to get the government to release your boat."
 The few boats in our marina that still have problems are 
ones that not only didn't have TIPs, they were also purchased 
in Mexico. And instead of cooperating with us, the owners 
of those boats have lied and tried to get away with whatever 
they want.
 Yes, AGACE was too strict, and they shouldn't have done 
things the way they did. But as I told Latitude at the begin-Latitude at the begin-Latitude
ning of the ordeal, some boatowners don't take Mexican law 
seriously. It's too bad this had to happen for them to fi nd out.
 Hopefully soon this will be a bad memory.

Tere Grossman
Marina San Carlos

 Readers — Tere Grossman and Latitude see this situa-
tion in basically the same way: 1) By and large, the Mexican 
government has made it very easy and economical for the 
owners of foreign boats to cruise Mexico. Any boatowner who 
isn't willing to comply with Mexican law is a fool. 2) Sometimes 
Mexican law isn't clear, and sometimes it's interpreted and 
applied differently in different areas. But such problems were 
always pretty easy to work out — until AGACE struck in late 
November. 3) While the Mexican government has a perfect right 
to know what foreign boats are in Mexico, AGACE couldn't have 
planned and executed their partial audit in a more screwed-up 
way. AGACE's impounding of innocent boats for two or three 
months is responsible for most of the black eye that Mexico has 
gotten. 4) As much as AGACE may have screwed up, there are 
still foreign boatowners who, for reasons that escape both Tere 
and Latitude, won't lift a fi nger to help others try to save their 
boats.

⇑⇓RUMORS, RUMORS AND MORE RUMORS
 We just made it into La Cruz, and some folks on another 
boat told us the latest rumor is that Mexico is only going to 
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allow boats to stay in Mexico for six months without paying a 
tax. Boats that stay longer will have to pay a 10% tax. I sup-
pose rumors will fl y for quite awhile, but if true, this sounds 
as bad as the embargo/impoundings and, if true, will kill 
cruising in Mexico.
 We still have friends with boats who are not coming back to 
Mexico, and if this rumor has any substance and gets around, 
we know of other boatowners who will not come down either, 
as they are 'sitting on the fence', waiting to see how things 
play out.

Carol Dean
Stray Cat, Seawind 33

San Francisco

 Carol — Since the Mexican government is not particularly 
forthcoming, it's easy for such rumors to get started and take 
fl ight. Tere Grossman, president of the Mexican Marina Owners 
Association for almost its entire existence, assures us that this 
rumor is nonsense. And she talks to the highest level offi cials 
in Hacienda.

⇑⇓WOULD LATITUDE TAKE YOUR BOAT TO MEXICO NOW?LATITUDE TAKE YOUR BOAT TO MEXICO NOW?LATITUDE
Latitude 38’s coverage of the Mexican boat impoundments 

has been extensive, and obviously personal to publisher Rich-
ard Spindler as Profl igate was an impounded boat. However, Profl igate was an impounded boat. However, Profl igate
having talked to some who have gone down to Mexico since 
this event, I fi nd myself wondering if somehow this has been 
blown way out of proportion, as it appears there are still cruis-
ers going to and coming from Mexican ports without a hint 
of what appears to have been a one-time event with Mexico 
ending up with egg on its face.
 During several sailing events here in San Diego since the 
fi rst of the year, I have inquired of several sailors about their 
intention to sail the Newport to Ensenada Race that starts on 
April 25. What I have found is that there is a very real fear of 
heading into Mexican waters at this time, and skippers whose 
boats have made Newport to Ensenada an annual event are 
now begging off, primarily due to the events as they have been 
reported in the pages of your fi ne publication. The specifi c 
fears are having one's boat impounded or being boarded at 
sea during a race.
 What I, and I imagine most skippers, really want to know 
is whether it is safe to take our boats on this race. Though 
the publisher of Latitude sails in the Caribbean this time of Latitude sails in the Caribbean this time of Latitude
year, would he be willing to enter his catamaran Profl igate
in this race? It would be a strong statement that indicates to 
all sailors that he believes that it is okay to sail into Mexican 
waters again.
 It would also be great to have something from Hacienda, 
the Mexican IRS, stating that they will not have an inspec-
tion for boats entered in the race, and for the Mexican Navy 
to state that they will not board any vessels during the race. 
Though the last two items might be politically unpalatable to 
the Mexican authorities, the entry of Profl igate would indicate Profl igate would indicate Profl igate
your belief that there is no anticipation of the issues of last 
year continuing.
 Please advise, as your readership values your opinion and 
your actions go a long way to support that opinion.
 P.S. I looked at the NOSA website this morning, March 18, 
and note there are only 147 entries signed up this year versus 
a total of 203 who participated last year. That's a decrease of 
28%. In the cruising classes there are currently 48 entries vs. 
69 total last year, a decrease of 30%. Granted, there are still 
fi ve weeks until the race, and I do not have any stats on where 
NOSA entries were at the same time last year, but given the 
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discount that NOSA was providing for early entries, I suspect 
there will defi nitely be a signifi cant decline year to year. Given 
that the economic climate is slightly better in California this 
year than last, I fi nd the numbers troubling — and almost 
certainly caused by the TIP issue in Mexico. Please consider 
promoting this in your April issue, and consider entering 
Profl igate in the Newport to Ensenada Race. Don't wait for Profl igate in the Newport to Ensenada Race. Don't wait for Profl igate
the San Diego to Ensenada 'Little Ensenada Race' in October 
to raise the 'All Clear'.

David C. Cleveland
San Diego

 David — The very short answer is yes, we would take our 
boat to Mexico now, based on the fact that we're told it's safe 
by the president of the Mexican Marina Owners Association and 
all of the marina managers. A much longer and more nuanced 
answer, which hopefully will give boatowners the information 
they need to make the decision for themselves, appears in the 
March 26 'Lectronic Latitude.

⇑⇓A SHORT FILM ABOUT A LONG RACE
 It's been 40 years since Ramón Carlín of Mexico, and we, 
his crew, won the very fi rst Whitbread Around the World Race 

— now the Volvo 
Ocean Race — 
with the Swan 65 
Sayula II. A very 
enthusiastic Ber-
nardo Arsuaga, 
who lives in Mon-
terrey, México, is 
making a short 
film about the 
story of Ramón 
and Sayula II. 
He is hoping that 
anyone associ-

ated with the project will get in touch with him. Bernard can 
be contacted at bernardoarsuaga@gmail.com.
 Ramón no longer comes to Sayula in Puerto Vallarta, but Sayula in Puerto Vallarta, but Sayula
I still use her. In fact, I will have been on her to greet the 
fi nishers of the San Diego to Puerto Vallarta Race at the end 
of March.

Enrique Carlin Larios
Mexico

Readers — There were two Northern Californians connected 
with Carlin's victory in that historic fi rst Whitbread. The fi rst 
was Ray Conrady of San Francisco, who was the navigator for 
Carlin in a race that took place long before the advent of GPS 
or other sophisticated electronic navigation. The second was 
Irving Loube, who was a longtime member of the St. Francis YC 
and who owned a series of racing boats named Bravura. Loube 
advised Carlin on making preparations for the unprecedented 
endeavour.
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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If you were associated with Ramón Carlin's Whit-
bread campaign on 'Sayula II', read this letter.
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the latest ac 35 facts & rumors
 Within an atmosphere of widespread rumors and speculation about 
America's Cup 35, one fact is indisbutable: Hamilton Island Yacht 
Club, represented by Team Australia, is the Challenger of Record. 
They are currently negotiating with AC defender Oracle Team USA of 
San Francisco’s Golden Gate Yacht Club about a vast range of topics.
 In mid-February the America's Cup website declared "Protocol 
and Class Rule Expected in March." So, while it was not yet released 

sailing is on sale 
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 In this age of insatiable consumerism 
most industries have sales on their prod-
ucts almost constantly. But that's not 
true in the sailing industry. Apart from  a 
few less-than-spectacular exceptions, last 
week's price, this week's price and next 
week's price will all be about the same. 
 But there's one forum where you can 
count on getting just about anything in 
the nautical realm at discount pricing: 
at big annual boat shows. And it just so 
happens that the West Coast's largest all-
sailing show, Strictly Sail Pacifi c, takes 
place at Oakland's Jack London Square 
April 10-13. It's a safe bet you'll be able 
to find anything from fully equipped 
sailboats to nautical beer holders there, 

 Last year singlehander Alex Thomson made headlines while cam-
paigning the IMOCA 60 Hugo Boss in the Vendée Globe Race. Taking Hugo Boss in the Vendée Globe Race. Taking Hugo Boss
third, he became the fastest Brit ever to sail around the world solo 
nonstop. He and Hugo Boss made a different sort of headline in 2012 Hugo Boss made a different sort of headline in 2012 Hugo Boss
when Alex wowed sailors worldwide by performing a keel walk: with 
the boat heeled way over under sail, he jumped onto its articulating 

keel from a jet ski, straightened his tie 
and dove off in dramatic fashion, all the 
while wearing a smart black Hugo Boss 
suit.
 His most recent stunt went absolutely 
viral on YouTube (http://goo.gl/ooCNXs). http://goo.gl/ooCNXs). http://goo.gl/ooCNX
Again dressed in his fi nest Hugo Boss 
threads, Alex stands at the base of his 
boat's steeply heeled mast and jauntily 
scampers to its 30-meter pinnacle. Once 
at the top of the fast-moving boat, he 
stands for a few moments before launch-
ing himself into the ocean off the Spanish 
coast.
 Although you might be tempted to try 
this on your own, we’d highly recommend 
that you don’t — especially if you don’t 
enjoy heights. Apparently Alex isn't too 
enamored of heights either. Although 
he'd become comfortable jumping from 
a 10-meter platform during practice ses-
sions, this wouldn’t be a controlled envi-
ronment like a swimming facility. "When 
it came to carrying out the mastwalk, I 
knew that I had a team of professionals 
and medics around me in case anything 
was to go wrong," says Alex. "Even 
though I was so focused on completing 

the challenge and making the dive from the top of the mast I was still 
scared, and actually persuading myself to dive was hard."
 The fi nished product is the result of a lot of hard work and some 
excellent editing. "The technical team and I spent a lot of time together 
understanding the risks and planning for every possible outcome,” 
Alex says. "If anything were to go wrong, we had to fi nd a safe way 
out of it. We had to take into account everything from wind speed, 
weather conditions, the speed of the boat, the angle and height of the 
mast and our ability to communicate during the stunt.” Beyond that 
there were cameras to consider, a helicopter, and other team members 
on board RIBs and also on the boat. "We knew that if it came down 
to just one take, we had to make sure we got it right — and that we 
captured it perfectly on camera!"
 Is there another edgy stunt in Alex's future? "Honestly, no plans. 
We have the New York to Barcelona race in June and the Barcelona 
World Race in December to try and win so all of our focus is on per-
forming well in those races at the moment."

— ross

thomson’s masthead leap

Kids, don't try this at home. A mast-
head camera caught Thomson's now-
famous freefall into the drink.
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ac 35 facts & rumors — cont'dat strictly sail pacifi c 
and just about all of it will be offered at 
discounted 'boat show special' pricing. 
So if you've been waiting to make a big 
purchase — including electronics, a new 
dinghy, refrigeration, foul weather gear or 
whatever — do yourself a favor and pick 
it up at Strictly Sail. 
 As good as the prices are, though, 
that's certainly not the only reason to 
attend the show. In addition to check-
ing out the latest boat designs from top 
manufacturers, you'll fi nd all sorts of 
watersports toys and innovative new gear 
of all types.  
 There will also be free boat rides and 
other means of introducing newbies to the 

continued in middle column of next sightings page

Spread: Look closely and you can see Thomson striding up the 
30-meter mast. Inset: When you're sponsored by a fi rm like Hugo 
Boss, always being well dressed comes naturally. What you don't 
see in the video is the helmsman — see him? — scrunched down 
out of sight in the cockpit.

when we went to press, we expect to see it soon. The protocol will set 
out the terms for challenging and rules for the way the competition 
will be run. The class rule will defi ne the boats to be sailed. This new 
rule appears to be on track, but the protocol seems to have some big 
open issues. The latest reports give these details:
 Boats: AC62 hydrofoiling wingsail catamarans, 62 feet long with a 
crew of eight. They will utilize some one-design components, and will 
be able to foil upwind in 12 knots of wind and downwind in 8 knots.
 Possible venue: San Francisco, San Diego, Honolulu, Newport and 
Chicago are candidates. Latest rumors say Chicago is the leading 
candidate. Expect an announcement this summer.
 America’s Cup World Series: Racing in foiling AC45 catamarans in 
2015-16 in each competitor’s country. No details on whether these 
races would affect challenger selection, but this may be a thorny is-
sue in the negotiations.
 Nationality: 25% of each crew must be nationals of the team's 

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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home country. No details yet on how nationality will be determined 
or defi ned.
 Target team budgets: $60-80 million. 
 Expected teams: Team Australia, Team New Zealand, Artemis 
Racing (SWE), Luna Rossa (ITA), Ben Ainslie Racing (GBR) and Team 
France have all announced their challenges, but only Team Australia, 
Artemis and Luna Rossa appear to have signifi cant funding lined up. 
In addition, Team Russia has strong sponsorship. They are racing in 
the Extreme Sailing Series and they have declared their interest in 
the next America’s Cup. 
 Event management details: AC Race Management costs are to be 
shared among competitors. Umpires, measurers and race offi cials are 
to have "fi nal say." Does this imply no international jury? AC Com-
missioner to resolve commercial disputes.
 On March 10 Australia’s Financial Review reported that Sandy Financial Review reported that Sandy Financial Review
Oatley of Hamilton Island YC said negotiations are ongoing and would 
be completed by April at the latest. Team Australia CEO Iain Murray 
mentioned potential challengers from China and Korea, but there 

joys of sailing. 
 Take one look at the free seminar 
schedule at www.strictlysailpacifi c.com
and you'll see that you can gain a wealth 
of advice and ideas from an impressive 
field of speakers that includes Kame 
Richards, Brion Toss, Chuck Hawley, 
John and Amanda Neal, George Day, Gino 
Morrelli and Lee Chesneau, to name but 
a few, all for the price of show admission 
($15). (Additional paid seminars go into 
greater depth.) 
 We'll be presenting a few free seminars 
ourselves: Baja Ha-Ha 'How-To', Friday, 
April 11 at 2:15 p.m. and again Saturday 
at 3:30 p.m., followed immediately (4:45)
by Sailing Tahiti and the Pacifi c Puddle 
Jump. 
 We hope you'll drop by the Latitude 

strictly sail pacifi c ac 35 facts & rumors — cont'd

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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ac 35 facts & rumors — cont'd

Spread: 'Orion' blasts out of San Diego Harbor 
fl ying an ama. Inset, left: 'Mighty Merloe' was in 
the hunt before losing a foil. Right: The mono-
hulls fi nished days behind the tris.

have been no announcements of Chinese or Korean teams.
 Also on March 10, an article in the San Francisco Chronicle pre-Chronicle pre-Chronicle
sented Larry Ellison's 'vision' for the 2017 America’s Cup which cre-
ated excitement while leaving many unanswered questions. He would 
like to see America’s Cup World Series racing using AC45 catamarans 
in 2015 and 2016 that would distill down to four teams that would 
build and race AC60 / AC62 foiling cats in "division championships" 
in 2017. The Atlantic Division 
championship would be held 
in Rome for the top two teams 
from that region: Sweden, Italy, 
Great Britain, France, Germany 
and Switzerland. The Pacifi c Di-
vision, including New Zealand, 
Australia, Korea, China and 
Japan, would see their top two 
teams meet in Shanghai. The 
two division champions would 
then race in the Louis Vuit-
ton Cup in Honolulu to select 
the challenger. The challenger 
would race in Honolulu against defender Oracle Team USA in the 
America’s Cup Match.
 But this vision seems to have too many issues to become reality:
 • Unless the new AC60 / AC62 yachts were largely one-design, the 
defender would have a massive advantage: challengers would need to 
design a boat for conditions in Rome or Shanghai and for Honolulu, 
while the defender would optimize their design for Honolulu only.
 • Challengers could not promise sponsors that they would ever 
race an AC60 / AC62.
 • Since they would compete in the America’s Cup World Series, 
the defender could infl uence which challengers made it through to 
the division championships.
 • Who are the potential leaders of syndicates from China, Korea, 
Japan, Germany and Switzerland? There has been no sign of syndi-
cates forming in these countries.
 • Could any team sell this concept to sponsors?
 • Reliable sources say that Louis Vuitton has no plans to continue 
its sponsorship of the event.
 Time will tell how all these issues will be sorted out. But undoubt-
edly the fi rst question on the minds of many West Coast sailors is 
this: Is San Francisco really out of the running as the venue for the 
AC Finals?

— jack griffi n
editor of www.cupexperience.com

38 booth (#219-221) to say hi. And don't 38 booth (#219-221) to say hi. And don't 38
miss our annual Friday evening beer 
bust, 6-8 p.m. at the booth. It's offi cially 
dubbed as a "Baja Ha-Ha, Pacifi c Puddle 
Jump, and West Coast Circumnavigators' 
reunion party," but everyone is welcome, 
even if you don't expect to get around to 
any of those things until your next life. 
 As Max Ebb points out this month, the 
show also serves as an informal means 
of reconnecting with old friends — and 
possibly making new ones. 
 Another big plus is getting face time 
with bona fi de experts on complicated 
products such as the latest electronics. 
In many cases you'll fi nd you're talking to 
the guy who actually invented the gadget 
you're interested in. We'll see you there.

— andy

— continued

orion smashes lakota's pv record
 The big news in this year's 1,000-mile San Diego to Puerto Val-
larta race was the multihull fl eet. Tom Siebel's MOD70 Orion and Orion and Orion
H.L. Enloe's Orma 60 Mighty Merloe showed up, so what the 23-boat Mighty Merloe showed up, so what the 23-boat Mighty Merloe
fl eet lacked in numbers it made up in speed. These two trimarans are 
among the fastest boats ever to race to Vallarta, and they both call 
California home.
 Early weather reports had some tri crewmen in the dumps, wor-
ried that the light air meant there was little chance of beating the 
late Steve Fossett's 1998 record run, set aboard his trimaran Lakota. 
But, given the speed of these newer tris, just about anything seems 
possible.
 Although Orion won the start in crowded San Diego Bay, forcing Orion won the start in crowded San Diego Bay, forcing Orion
Mighty Merloe to leeward, their battle had really just begun. Cam Mighty Merloe to leeward, their battle had really just begun. Cam Mighty Merloe

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Oracle Team USA CEO Russell Coutts and Team 
Australia CEO Iain Murray face off in negotia-
tions over the format of the next America’s Cup. 
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 During the big storm surge March 1, three boats in the 25- to 40-
ft range went up near the volleyball courts at Santa Barbara’s East 
Beach. Several more apparently went ashore outside the city limits, 
but within Santa Barbara County.
 Boats going ashore during winter storms are nothing new in Santa 
Barbara, as the southeasterly storms either blow them right onto the 
beach or along the coast and into Stearn’s Wharf. As we recall, a guy 
named Richard Henry Dana wrote about such storms back in 1840. 
If you think storm-blown boats can’t do much damage to a mighty 
wharf, you’re wrong. According to Captain Steve McCullough of the 
Santa Barbara Harbor Patrol, about 30 years ago one boat was driven 
into the wharf with such force that it damaged the roadway so badly 
that the whole wharf had to be closed for three months. The owners 
of the restaurants and other businesses were not thrilled to be shut 
down.
 In an effort to keep anchored boats from being blown up onto the 
beach in the winter, Santa Barbara passed regulations that make it 
illegal to anchor in the ‘seasonal anchorage’ to the east of the wharf 
from the end of October until the beginning of April. But there is still 
a mooring area a half mile to the east of the wharf, and a ‘year around’ 
anchorage even farther east by the volleyball courts. The regulations 
seem to have reduced the number of boats that go ashore, but as 
this year proves, it hasn’t eliminated them. Some years, as many as 
12 boats have gone ashore, but last year there were none. You just 

 The possibility of a second SoCal Ta-
Ta — a Baja Ha-Ha-style cruiser rally 
from Santa Barbara to Catalina — would 
appear to hinge on the installation of 
mooring balls at Redondo Beach's King 
Harbor and the harbor policy that will 
revolve around them.
 Proposed dates are September 7 to 13, 
with stops at Santa Cruz Island, Paradise 
Cove and King Harbor. Everything is look-
ing good for a Ta-Ta at both the Santa 
Barbara and Catalina ends, there are no 
problems at Santa Cruz Island or Paradise 
Cove, but 'progress' at King Harbor could 
throw a wrench into the Ta-Ta's schedule. 
 During the fi rst Ta-Ta in 2012, all the 

2014 socal ta-ta

why are these boats on the beach?

Lewis, who was skippering Mighty Merloe, decided that it would be 
a good idea to change helmsmen, and handed the wheel over to Tim 
McKegney not long after the start. This proved to be  a great tactical 
move as McKegney managed to get Mighty Merloe pointing higher and Mighty Merloe pointing higher and Mighty Merloe
going faster. By nightfall she was in the lead. 
 The next day, Mighty Merloe was moving along at a healthy clip of Mighty Merloe was moving along at a healthy clip of Mighty Merloe
about 28 knots when, with no warning, the starboard foil disappeared. 

There wasn't any 
sensation on the 
fast-moving boat 
that they'd hit any-
thing at all; it just 
fell away. "Break-
ing the foil was a 
game-changer for 
us , "  says  Cam. 
Had the aging foil 
not fallen away, he 
believes that they 
would have been in 

the hunt for line honors all the way down to at least Cabo San Lucas.
Orion continued south with her longer, narrower hulls and held Orion continued south with her longer, narrower hulls and held Orion

on to the breeze, but just barely, giving the entire crew huge relief 
when they passed through the fi nish line. "We had the record in the 
bag with 40 miles to go," says Orion's skipper Charlie Ogletree. "All 
of a sudden we hit no wind and thought we were going to drift to the 
fi nish and watch the record disappear. The team is very happy and 
proud. They should be, as it was an awesome team and everyone 
worked really hard."
 The new Orion record is 2d, 8h, 33m. Orion record is 2d, 8h, 33m. Orion Mighty Merloe came in just Mighty Merloe came in just Mighty Merloe
over fi ve hours later at 2d, 13h, 41m, 6s, just beating Lakota's time 
of 2d, 14h, 20m, 17s. Among the monohulls, Bob Pethick's Rogers 
46 Bretwalda 3 was fi rst to fi nish (4d, 20h, 0m), and also corrected Bretwalda 3 was fi rst to fi nish (4d, 20h, 0m), and also corrected Bretwalda 3
out to maintain fi rst in the mono fl eet.

— ross

The victorious 'Orion' crew shows its StFYC colors.
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orion's pv record — cont'd
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boats were able to anchor behind the Re-
dondo Breakwater. But 25 mooring balls 
are slated to be put in place by the end 
of July, and it’s unclear what that would 
mean if there was a Ta-Ta fl eet of 50 
boats. Could the moorings be reserved? 
Could smaller boats double up on them? 
Will there still be room to anchor? And 
if so, how much? The answers to these 
questions are unclear because it hasn’t 
been decided who will administer the 
moorings, let alone what the rules will be.
  The other option in Redondo is the 
normally welcoming King Harbor YC. 
While it’s likely they will welcome the Ta-

plans in limbo
never know.
 If anybody’s boat went up on the beach this year, it’s hard to un-
derstand why. True, this was one of the biggest swells to hit the West 
Coast in many years, with waves so big that one broke a window at 
Moby Dick’s restaurant. (You can see the video of it on YouTube.) But 
as McCullough explains, "This storm was forecast well in advance, 
so it took nobody by surprise. Lots of boats came into the harbor to 
take safe haven." When storms approach, the Santa Barbara Harbor 
Patrol accommodates all boats that need shelter.
 In a somewhat unrelated matter, a squabble between the Army 
Corps of Engineers and a dredging company meant that dredging 
of the harbor entrance on the west side of Stearn’s Wharf was not 
completed on schedule. As a result, the Harbor Patrol had to escort 
boats into and out of the harbor entrance for about a week. Dredging 
has since started, and boats can go in and out without an escort.

— richard

boats on the beach — cont'd

One man's nightmare is another's folly. This Santa Barbara wedding 
party couldn't resist the temptation to strike a pose on the wave-
battered hull of 'Movado' after she washed ashore March 1.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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Above: Before their beloved 'Santana' was trucked away, Paul Kaplan 
and his daughter Erika paused for a fi nal pose beside her. Spread: A 
classic portrait of the vintage schooner fl ying her 2,000-square-foot 
chute, dubbed Mama Cass. Needless to say, jibing that big girl could 
be nerve-wracking.

continued on outside column of next sightings page

santana's new 'steward' 2014 socal ta-ta
Ta fl eet to dine and drink there, the fl eet 
would be coming in on the night of their 
last beer can race, so their docks will be 
fi lled. 
 Another option, which is less attrac-
tive because the fl eet would be scattered, 

 One of the most beautiful — and legendary — schooners ever to 
grace San Francisco Bay waters entered a new chapter last month, 
as Paul and Crissy Kaplan passed the 'stewardship' of Santana to her Santana to her Santana
new owner, philanthropist Wendy Schmidt (wife of Google Executive 
Chairman Eric Schmidt). 
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santana — cont’d— continued
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 "Getting her into the hands of a great new owner is as much as 
anyone can hope for with a boat like this," says Paul. Still, loading the 
1935 S&S classic onto a fl atbed and saying goodbye was undoubtedly 
a bittersweet experience. After an exhaustive refi t 15 years ago, the 
Kaplans raced this thoroughbred warhorse — which was once owned 
by actor Humphrey Bogart — extensively on San Francisco Bay, lend-
ing a touch of classic elegance to every competition she entered. 
 As Santana rolled out of KKMI boatyard in Sausalito March 12, Santana rolled out of KKMI boatyard in Sausalito March 12, Santana
dockside gossip indicated that she was headed for a refi t somewhere 
on the East Coast, but would eventually come back to race in West 
Coast waters. Other sources indicate she may stay in a South Bay 
marina. We hope the latter is true, because we've always relished the 
sight of Santana gracefully slicing through Bay waters with her full Santana gracefully slicing through Bay waters with her full Santana
complement of sails all perfectly trimmed.

— andy

would be to try to fi nd available slips in 
any of Redondo’s marinas.
 The folks from Redondo promise to get 
back to us as soon as possible, at which 
time we’ll get back to you.

— richard

 Last month we reported on the Sea Gals — a group formed not 
long after WWII by diehard female sailors who sail regularly on San 
Francisco Bay waters just for fun.
 Turns out there are at least two long-established groups of Bay 
Area men who subscribe to a similar routine. Back in 1992, Berke-
ley YC commodore Bob Harris decided that his club’s men should 
have regular sailing outings, since there was already a Ladies Lunch 
Group. Thus was born the Old Phartz. Today, more than 20 years 
later, their primary purpose remains to simply have good conversation 
with friends and enjoy lunch while sailing on the Bay.
 "The Old Phartz meet on the fi rst and third Thursday of each 
month wherever the volunteered boats are berthed, either Emeryville, 
Berkeley or Richmond," explains Old Phart Wil Hand. Much like the 
Sea Gals and their Pals, the Old Phartz invite their ladies out to sail 
with them one day each year at the ‘Phartz and Tarts’ lunch. 
 Meanwhile, 
the Richmond 
YC is home to 
another group 
of old dudes 
who enjoy af-
ternoon sails 
together. By 
their  name, 
we have to as-
sume they're 
b ig  into  v i -
tamins. The 
Geritolers, as 
they call them-
se l ves ,  sa i l 
over to Angel 
Island on the 
third Friday of each month. Their job is to prepare a BBQ lunch for 
the Sunshine Boys who arrive by boat soon after lunch is ready, and 
sit down to eat. Together, the two groups go by the name, The Old 
Salts, (aka old guys who like to use a lot of different names). These 
guys have been following this routine for more than 20 years, and 
they welcome any male members of their club to participate. Just 
show up at the dock.
 It’s good to know that so many aging Bay Area sailors — both female 
and male — are getting out regularly and enjoying time on the water. 
We hope that learning about them will inspire some younger sailors 
to think about what they'll be doing for lunch in twenty years’ time!

— ross

equal time for sea guys

Members of the Old Phartz don't have any big agenda. They just like 
to get out for a friendly sail a couple of times a month.
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 Among veteran cruisers there's a long-standing consensus that 
Banderas Bay — which fronts Puerto Vallarta — offers the most con-
sistent sailing winds in Mexico. So it's only fi tting that the country's 
most popular cruiser regatta has been staged there for more than two 
decades. 
 Hosted by Nuevo Vallarta's Vallarta YC, the 22nd edition of the 
Banderas Bay Regatta (March 12-14) drew 31 entries in six spinnaker 
and non-spin divisions. A wide range of boat types was represented, 
from heavily laden cruising boats ("sailing the house") to go-fast race 
boats and even a Hobie Cat. True to its original concept, the emphasis 

sailin’ the house on banderas bay around the world
 Intrepid singlehanded sailor and au-
thor Webb Chiles, 72, has circumnavi-
gated the globe fi ve times under sail and 
is now in the fi nal stages of preparing for 
an epic journey around the world in his 
fl ush-decked Moore 24 Gannet. 
 We caught up with Webb in San Di-
ego last month to get the latest info on 
his sailing plans, boat preparations and 
departure.
 An eternally youthful Chiles beamed continued on outside column of next sightings page

The pictures tell the story: Yet again Ban-
deras Bay provided moderate breeze and 
sunny skies for a disparate fl eet of racers.
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was on not-too-serious fun. And true to tradition, the bay produced 
ideal sailing conditions with 8 to 18 knots of breeze. Winners were:

Division A (Performance): 1) Division A (Performance): 1) Division A Olas Lindas, Varianta 44, Linda Sweet 
of Toronto, Ontario; 2) Vector, Capri 37, Alejandro Rabago of P.V. 3) 
Tiger Beetle, N/M 456, Rob McFarlane of San Francisco.

Division B (Performance): Division B (Performance): Division B J/World #3, J/80, O’Rourke Sailing 
Team. 2) J/World #1, J/80, Rick Taylor, local coach. 3) J/World #2, 
J/80, Gael Simon, local coach. 

Division C (Multihull): 1) Division C (Multihull): 1) Division C Dream Chaser, Farrier F-9RXT, Cam 
McCannel of Salt Spring Island, BC. 2) Wind Trekker, Corsair 31 
UC, Thomas Brown. 3) Miss Kitty, Hobie 16, Randy Hough of Nuevo 
Vallarta.

Division D (Cruiser Class): 1) Division D (Cruiser Class): 1) Division D Daring, Dawn 48, Craig Chamberlain 
of Puerto Vallarta and Newport Beach. 2) Snapdragon, Beneteau 39, 
Russ Johnson of Lopez Island, WA. 3) Sur, Beneteau 49, Alejandro 
de La Pena of Guadalajara.

Division E (Cruiser Class): 1) Division E (Cruiser Class): 1) Division E Shindig, Oyster 485, Robert and 
Nancy Novak of Sausalito, CA. 2) Agave Azul, Catalina 470, Robin 
and Kathrn Weber of San Francisco. 3) Talion, Gulfstar 50, Patsy 
Verhoeven of La Paz and Portland, OR.

Division F (Jack and Jill): 1) Division F (Jack and Jill): 1) Division F Impulse, Peterson 35, Richard and 
Barb Rotteveel of Vernon, BC. 2) Que Sera Sera, Kettenburg 32, 
Richard and Maryann Hodge of Portland, OR, and La Cruz de Hua-
nacaxtle, Mexico.
 Doing the BBR is a well-loved cruiser tradition, so if you plan to 
be cruising in Mexico next year, you won't want to miss it. 

— andy

sailin’ the house — cont’din a moore 24
with pride of ownership and enthusiasm 
for his little gray Moore 24 as he showed 
off all of the unique upgrades he’s done to 
make Gannet more suited for long-range Gannet more suited for long-range Gannet
solo sailing. 
 Starting at the bow, he installed a 
removable carbon-fi ber bowsprit for use 
with a furling asymmetrical spinnaker. 
Working sails consist of a roller-furling jib 
and user-friendly mast track and reefi ng 

 We've done our best to help the Vallejo YC publicize the fact that the 
date has changed for this year's Great Vallejo Race — it's this month, 
April 26-27 — because we certainly wouldn't want you to miss out 
on the fun. The GVR is, after all, the offi cial season opener, it draws 
one of the largest fl eets of any 
Bay race, and its history goes 
back 115 years! (Sign up by 
April 24 at www.yra.org.April 24 at www.yra.org.April 24 at )
 Thanks to club member 
Martha Blanchfi eld, who did a 
little digging through the race 
archives, we got a fascinating 
history lesson. For example, 
according to a club retrospec-
tive, "cruises" from the Central 
Bay to Vallejo began in 1895 
— precursors, we assume, to 
the Great Vallejo Race. Once 
the annual tradition began, 
entries grew rapidly. By 1941 
"1,500 yachtsmen" were said 
to have participated. The GVR probably reached its peak in 1970 
when the entry roster swelled to around 700 boats! — so big that it 
was split into two races in opposite directions the next year: one to 
Coyote Point and the other to Vallejo. But the split didn't last long. 
As recently as 1997 there were 400 boats entered, although as with 
most local races the numbers have waned in recent years.
 But that's no reason that you shouldn't still regard it as a must-
do annual tradition. It doesn't matter if you don't have a snowball's 
chance in hell of achieving a podium fi nish, the point is simply to 
get out there among 'em, no matter what you sail on, and have some 
classic springtime fun under sail.

— andy    

revving up for the great vallejo race

continued in middle column of next sightings page

We had fun perusing the Vallejo YC's archives, but 
not as much fun as these revelers from yesteryear. 
Gotta love those captain's caps!
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 One of the cool things about working at Latitude — which helps Latitude — which helps Latitude
to balance out all the long hours spent in the 'editorial dungeon' — 
is that we get to meet all sorts of interesting people; sometimes on 
the rail of a race boat, sometimes on a marina dock, sometimes at a 
palm-thatched beach bar, and sometimes simply through email. 
 A case in point was getting to know a little bit about Tim Litvin 

and Tiina Seppalainen ("with two 'i's 
and one nose") of Santa Cruz. 
 Tim sent in the accompanying shot 
of their classic Cheoy Lee Offshore 
40 yawl Sala-ma-Sond, and when we 
asked for a little background he shared 
the backstory plus their future game 
plan: "Tiina (originally from Finland) 
and I got together almost eight years 
ago with a mutually passionate plan to 
cruise, south and west. Happily, she’s 
pushing for it at least as hard as I am."
 Due to his ability to work from the 
boat as an optomechanical engineer, 
he says "some years 95% of my life 
is enjoyed on the water." He's lived 
aboard since 1990. 

 Tim also reminded us about his previous boat, which was also fea-
tured in the pages of Latitude, but ingloriously: "In 1997 my previous 
Cheoy Lee OS27 Samantha (his home for seven years) was stolen and Samantha (his home for seven years) was stolen and Samantha
beached one stormy winter week when I was out of town. Latitude
featured that It’s a Wonderful Life-type story over several pages back 
then as the community rallied to get me back on the water." 
 Luckily, he found Sala-ma-Sond, a vintage beauty that had sailed to 
Mexico and the South Pacifi c under previous owners as Flying Eagle.
"Soon," he says, "it will be our turn."

— andy

"A delicious "A delicious 
reach down to reach down to 
Capitola left us claw-Capitola left us claw-
ing our way back to Santa ing our way back to Santa 
Cruz into the breeze and chop," Cruz into the breeze and chop," 
writes Tim Litvin of Santa Cruz regarding writes Tim Litvin of Santa Cruz regarding 
a Sunday sail on Monterey Bay aboard his vin-a Sunday sail on Monterey Bay aboard his vin-a Sunday sail on Monterey Bay aboard his vin-a Sunday sail on Monterey Bay aboard his vin-
tage Cheoy Lee Offshore 40 yawl 'Sala-ma-Sond'.tage Cheoy Lee Offshore 40 yawl 'Sala-ma-Sond'.tage Cheoy Lee Offshore 40 yawl 'Sala-ma-Sond'.tage Cheoy Lee Offshore 40 yawl 'Sala-ma-Sond'.
He and Tiina (yes, with two 'i's) live aboard, and He and Tiina (yes, with two 'i's) live aboard, and He and Tiina (yes, with two 'i's) live aboard, and He and Tiina (yes, with two 'i's) live aboard, and 
they have a rule we think every liveaboard should they have a rule we think every liveaboard should they have a rule we think every liveaboard should they have a rule we think every liveaboard should 
adopt: "We try to keep her in a condition that lets adopt: "We try to keep her in a condition that lets adopt: "We try to keep her in a condition that lets adopt: "We try to keep her in a condition that lets 
us be out of the slip in minutes."us be out of the slip in minutes."us be out of the slip in minutes."us be out of the slip in minutes."

Although Tim and Tiina live in Santa 
Cruz, they think of the tropics as home. 
They plan to sail there in two years. 

system. Powered completely by fl exible 
solar panels mounted fl ush to the deck, 
Webb's boat relies solely on electric til-
ler pilots and does not carry a windvane 
steering device. 
 Things are kept just as minimal and 

 On March 21 paperwork was completed to "liberate" the last of 
the ‘embargoed’ foreign boats at Marina Coral in Ensenada — nearly 
four months after they had been impounded. This included a total of 
15 boats. Well, eleven boats and — we’re not making this up — four 
dinghies.
 Harbormaster Fito Espinosa told Latitude that all of the boats had Latitude that all of the boats had Latitude
been legal in the fi rst place. "Three of the boats had the original 20-year 
Import Permits, which AGACE agents initially didn’t know anything 
about, which is why they put the boats in 'precautionary embargo'. 
Another boat, an aluminum 80-footer, was impounded because the 
AGACE agents couldn’t fi nd the HIN number, even though the HIN 
number was right on the transom where it is supposed to be. It was 
problems like that."
 So why did it take four months to "liberate" these perfectly legal 
boats? "Procedures," replied Espinosa, with obvious discouragement 
in his voice. The release of the boats is being accompanied by a 100+ 
page document by AGACE. Tere Grossman, president of the Mexican 
Marina Owners Association reports that all but one of the boats im-
pounded in Acapulco have been released, too.
 There is no question that the impoundings have adversely affected 
Marina Coral’s business. "Americans were too scared to bring their 
boats to Mexico," said Espinosa. Which is why he and representatives 
from eight other marinas in Mexico, plus representatives of Mexico’s 
Tourism Department, will be at the Newport Boat Show (April 3-6) 
and a slightly smaller contingent will be at the Strictly Sail Show 
(April 10-13) in Oakland. That’s all well and good, but the people who 
really need to make an appearance at the boat shows are members 

release of last boats from ensenada

the sailors we meet moore 24
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tidy down below, with the stock Moore 24 
layout of two pipe berths and two mini nav 
stations.
 Now back in Illinois with his (sixth) 
wife Carol, the 72-year-old plans to 

of Mexico’s IRS, to explain what this was all about, and if mariners 
have any reason to fear a repeat in the future. 
 As of press time, we were unable to get a count of how many of 
the 338 foreign boats that were originally impounded are still being 
held and why. We believe the number is quite small.

— richard

 — continued release of last boats — cont'd

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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 While the wider world pondered the mystery of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370's bizarre disappearance last month, we experienced an 
aeronautical mystery of our own — concerning our photo drone.
 As background, we should explain that drones, such as the popu-
lar DJI Phantom with a GoPro camera on a twin-axis gyro, are now 
being used frequently for taking high-resolution stills and videos of 
sailing events and cruising scenery. In addition to being used during 
races on San Francisco Bay, they've been used in the Sint Maarten 
Heineken Regatta, the St. Barth Bucket and many other events.
 Here at Latitude we've been using our drone primarily to take Latitude we've been using our drone primarily to take Latitude
photos of anchorages in the Caribbean, with big plans to shoot lots 
of photos this summer in Mexico's Sea of Cortez. Alas, those plans 
took a dive several weeks ago at St. Maarten as we attempted to video 
the megayachts departing Simpson Bay Lagoon. What happened 
underlines the dangers that drones can pose.

latitude's disappearing drone

continued on outside column of next sightings page

moore 24
return to San 
Diego in early 
May, make last-
minute prepara-
tions, and leave 
for Hilo, Hawaii. 
 From there , 
Webb plans to 
make one long 
p a s s a g e  t o 
French Polyne-
sia,  and then 
ano the r  l ong 
passage to his 

second home, Opua, New Zealand. 
 He will not be stopping at all of the 

If anyone can circumnavi-
gate in a Moore, it's Webb.
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 We’d set up perfectly on the west side of the causeway for the 4 
p.m. departure of the big yachts. As the lift bridge was going up in 
preparation for the fi rst 150-ft sailboat to leave, we launched the 
drone. It started fl ying like a hornet on drugs, darting one way and 
then another. We’d had a very brief experience like this a half-hour 
before when I was taking aerials of our Olson 30 La Gamelle at the La Gamelle at the La Gamelle
St. Martin Shipyard, but the drone quickly settled down and fl ew 
smooth as silk in 20-knot winds. So we went for elevation, and that’s 
exactly what we got. The drone shot up and way above the 150-ft lift 
bridge — and fortunately not into the 
mast of the fi rst big Perini coming out. 
But we were never able to get a visual 
on her again. However, she was still 
sending video, so we knew that she 
was way the hell up there, hovering 
perhaps 500 feet above the procession 
of yachts and the hundreds of people 
gathered to watch the afternoon show 
from the yacht club. 
 "No, no, no, no!" we kept saying to 
ourselves, freaked out that the not 
particularly aerodynamic 9-pound 
unit might hit someone. We did every-
thing we could with the controls, but we were helpless. What a creepy 
feeling for a control freak. Then the video lost all its color — which 
had happened before — meaning the GoPro was back to crap mode. 
Anyway, the drone fl ew for several more minutes in seemingly the 
same position, then apparently went into a death spiral. Abruptly 
there was no more signal. 
 Here are the possibilities in order of probability: 1) It landed in the 
water and sank, most likely unseen because everyone was gawking at 
the megayachts. 2) It landed in a fi eld at Mickey Mouse Island — or 
whatever they call it — to the east of the lift bridge. 3) It landed on 
some .00001 percenter’s head on Victoria Secret's 250-footer.
 We stuck around for about 10 minutes listening for the sound of 
an approaching ambulance. If we had hurt someone, we were going 
to take responsibility. But hearing nothing, we closed up the drone's 
carrying case and slunk away in shame. As best we could tell, only one 
person knew what had happened, a helicopter pilot who happened to 
be standing behind us. "Lucky you weren’t aboard," he laughed. What 
makes it such a pisser is we're 99% sure it was our own damn fault. 
We think we made the classic ‘fl yaway’ mistake. That is, not waiting 
for the drone to acquire all the necessary satellites before sending 
it aloft. We feel chastened, and we also feel as though we now fully 
appreciate the potential danger of these little buggers. We think it’s 
highly unlikely one would kill anyone or even break any bones, but 
it could do some damage — and righteously piss somebody off. 
 Our immediate reaction was "We're done with drones." But then we 
remembered what Larry Ellison told Jimmy Spithill after he wrecked 
Oracle Team USA's fi rst AC72. "Don’t feel bad, we’ve got another one. 
Just learn from it." Plus, our kids encouraged us not to give up. And 
the photos you get from a drone are spectacular and can’t be gotten 
any other way. So we're looking to get a replacement as soon as pos-
sible. It’s uncertain how soon that will be, as you can’t buy the good 
setup right off the shelf. But we're sure going to be more careful in 
the future. And if it starts off fl ying crazy, we're going to immediately 
kill the power before it can fl y away. 
 With no drone to distract us, we can now concentrate on launching 
La Gamelle and towing her against the trades from the British Virgins La Gamelle and towing her against the trades from the British Virgins La Gamelle
to St. Barth. The possibility of trouble while doing that? Fair to good. 
The only thing worse than living this kind of wild life is not living it. 
So we're trapped. Hope you fi nd peace in your life.

— richard

latitude's drone — cont'd

During a St. Maarten mishap our Phan-
tom eventually lived up to its name.

— continued
idyllic islands along the way. After all, he’s 
been to French Polynesia seven times. 
 After New Zealand, his route is still up 
in the air. “I don’t have any doubt that a 
Moore 24 can survive a tradewind cir-
cumnavigation," sys Webb. "Can it survive 
the Southern Ocean? Well, I’m going to 
spend 6,000 or 7,000 miles fi guring that 
out, and then decide whether to head for 
Cape Horn or for Australia."
 Look for our extensive interview with 
Webb in the May edition of Latitude. If 
fi nal preparations go well, he'll be setting 
sail shortly after that issue hits the docks. 
We wish him luck. Lots of luck. 

— ronnie simpson 
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