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Sticky Note
Welcome to the December 2011 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

Our Contents section (page 4), now includes hot links to each title.

You can also use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Cover: The Channel Islands-based Cheoy Lee 40 'August Pearl' glides south during last month's Baja Ha-Ha rally.
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Many thanks and warm holiday wishes
from all of us here at Grand Marina!

* Prime deep water concrete slips
in a variety of sizes

* Great Estuary location at the heart
of the beautiful Alameda Island

* Complete bathroom and shower
facility, heated and tiled

* FREE pump out station open 24/7

¢ Full Service Marine Center and
haul out facility

* Free parking
* Free WiFi on site!

* And much more...

DIRECTORY of
GRAND MARINA
TENANTS
Blue Pelican Marine................... 146
The Boat Yard at Grand Marina... 11
Marchal Sailmakers ................... 149
New Era Yachts.......cccoceeveennnnen 152
Pacific Crest Canvas..................... 48
Pacific Yacht Imports ..................... 6
UK-Halsey Sailmakers.....................

GRAND MARINA

ANDERSON-ENCINAL

510-865-1200

Leasing Office Open Daily
2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com

E
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Sophie Sails South
with Spectra

Dan Holden, owner of the Norseman 447,
5 Sophie, describes himself as “a recovering
L racer on about step two.”

In late 2008, Dan went looking for a sailmaker
to design and build the sails he wanted for
cruising Sophie. Dan selected Pineapple Sails
and we went to his boat for detailed measure-
ments, in order to build a 140% genoa, and in
the process solved a problem with this furling
system. A year later, Dan ordered a working jib.
69241 With this sail, Pineapple took the time to work
on sail track locations for the optimum sheet-
ing angles for Sophie.

6824 Last month, with the Baja Ha-Ha coming up,
Dan ordered a Spectra mainsail from Pineapple
Sails. To quote Dan, “It would have been a
shame to leave with the tired old main.” Al-
though the Ha-Ha is a rally, not a race, Sophie
“won” the Jalapeno Division.

All three of Sophie’s Pineapple Sails are made
of Dimension-Polyant’s woven Spectra, “Hydra-
net.” We have built numerous Hydranet cruising
sails over the years - and have never replaced
one of them. For longrange cruising and the
best sails money can buy, give us a call. We
pride ourselves on providing the best materi-
als, the best workmanship and the best service
available.

Dan agrees - he wrote this ad, after all.

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond.

*Powered by Pineapples

Pineapple Sails

r

S S Phone (510) 522-2200
£ 3 Fax (510) 522:7700
< 2  www.pineapplesails.com

2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Kame Richards
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Trident Funding

"a fresh
approach
from people
you can trust”

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH
(800) 690-7770

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

www.tridentfunding.com
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Cover: The Channel Islands-based Cheoy Lee 40 August Pearl
glides south during last month's Baja Ha-Ha rally.

Photo: Latitude/Andy
Copyright 2011 Latitude 38 Publishing, LLC

Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anec-
dotes, photographs — anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line
somewhere. Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to
a West Coast or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety
of pertinent, in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white
prints with identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be
legible. These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically,
but if you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine.
Notification fime varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks.
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions
to editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15
Locust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers'
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.ntml.
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Beneteau 2012 - Move into the future with the world's leader in quality, innovation and
value. Three new boat lines with the newest hull designs, latest technology in boat systems
and electronics, and new comfort and style features unlike any other manufacturer.

Save more than $100,000 on this truly exquisite
bluewater cruiser
The 465 offers exceptional

The Promise of Fast, Comfortable
Sailing Has Arrived!

The new Oceanis 41 is
one of the new generation
cruisers from Beneteau
with incomparable interior
volume and a choice of
layouts all with abundant
light and ventilation. Her
long waterline and hard
chine decrease heel angle
and wetted surface and
provide more speed, stabil-
ity and interior volume.
The mainsail arch enables
you to sail in complete
safety and gives you more
space in the cockpit.

Be the first to buy a new
Oceanis 41 or 45 and
place in our limited
availability show fleet.
Enjoy a low introductory
price and our ongoing
concierge service.

livability and practical cruising
features coupled with impec-
cable craftsmanship and hand-
some good looks. The large
center cockpit provides a safe
working area and a luxurious
aft cabin. Call for details.

Open Boat Weekend December 10-11 at Our Docks

-— mwon

44' Spencer S-1330, 1976 $111,000 38' Island Packet, 1993 $135,000 39' Beneteau 393, 2006 $145,000

37 Tartan, 1982 $65,000
SAIL 38' Island Packet 1999 Call 33 2005
' Moody 2001 $633,000 38' Island Packet 1993 135,000 33' Yamaha 1978
' Vagabond 1983 185,000 ' Tartan 1982 65,000 32' Westsail 1976
' Island Packet 1998 235,000 ' Pacific Seacraft 1984 129,000 32' J/32 1997
' Norseman 447 1984 225,000 ' Island Packet 370 2004 298,000 30' Beneteau 305 1988
' Spencer S-1330 1976 111,000 ' Beneteau First 36s7 1998 93,900 28' Alerion 2008
' Cascade 1971 39,900 ' Beneteau 361 2000 105,000 24" Corsair 750, trlr, AirDock 2008
' Dehler DS 1998 175,000 ' Hunter 2004 110,000
' Tartan 4100 1996 219,000 ' Pearson Il 1985 57,900 POWER
Beneteau 2009 209,000 CS sloop 1988 62,500 61' Mikelson SFPH
' Beneteau 2008 185,000 Dehler 1996 82,000 53' Navigator CPMY
' Sea Wolf ketch 1968 68,000 ' Catalina 1986 44,900 42' California
' Cal Mk I 1980 57,000 ' Tiffany Jayne 1982 29,000 38' Pearson True North
' Beneteau 393 2006 145,000 ' Aloha sloop 1984 48,500 29' Shamrock
' Ericson 1988 69,000 ' Hunter 33.5 1992 40,000

Hunter 33 89,000
25,000
64,400
87,500
35,000

115,000
55,000

2001
1998
1987
2007
2001

990,000
259,000

99,500
327,500
120,000

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
Pt. Richmond, CA
p: 510-236-2633
f: 510-234-0118

www.passageyachts.com

BENETEAU ISLAND PACKET ALERION

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite #101
Alameda, CA
p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

SWIFT TRAWLER BROKERAGE




YOU CAN

SUBSCRIPTIONS

(1 eBooks email list. Free!
See www.latitude38.com to download the entire magazine
for free! Our eBooks are in PDF format, easy to use with
Adobe Reader, and also available in Issuu format.

Email:

NOW GO TO
www.latitude38.com
TO PAY FOR YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION
ONLINE

Please allow 4-6 weeks to
process changes/additions,
plus delivery time.

[ Enclosed $36 for one year Third Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 weeks;
Postal Service will not forward third class; make address changes with us in writing.)

Tayana 54 .
L) [ Enclosed $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time 2-3 days.)
Tayana 58 U Third Class Renewal X First Class Renewal  (current subs. only!)
U Gift Subscription  card to
Tayana 64 read from:
NOTE: FPO/APO (military), Canada, Mexico, and subscriptions going to
Tayana 7 E a correctional facility are first class only. Sorry, no foreign subscriptions.
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone: ( ) Email:
CREDIT CARD [ a a
INFORMATION MASTERCARD VISA AMERICAN EXPRESS
1983 TAYANA 55 80' DON BROOKE PH KETCH Min. Charge $12  \ymper: Exp. csv:

NZ-built custom steel motorsailer with
1600 gal. fuel. Beautiful African mahog-
anyinter.4 S/Rs,4heads, sauna. $450,000

Proven cruiser, fully equipped.
Leisure Furl main, newer LPU,
dive compressor. $249,000

2006 TAYANA 48 CC
South Pacific vet with everything
you need to go. 3 stateroom version
in great shape. $399,000

1986 LAFITTE 44
Offshore passagemaker by Bob Perry.
Well equipped, constantly upgraded,
and kept in Bristol condition. $159,000

1999 CATALINA 42 1982 TAYANA 42 Center Cockpit
Boat show condition with very low A cruising classic with beautiful teak
usage. Hard dodger, liferaft, full batten interior. Air/heat, full enclosure, SSB,
main with electric winch. $157,500 non-skid decks. $119,500

2001 HUNTER 380 Excellent condi-
tion with only 356 hours on Yanmar.
Furl Boom in-boom furling with elec-
tric winch make life easy. $119,900

Pm&w Yaclt !mm/u

1983 SWEDE 55
Superb sailer that is rare to the
market. Stunning navy LPU hull
and in great shape. $119,000

Grand Marina ¢ 2051 Grand St., Alameda, CA 94501
Tel (510) 865-2541 ¢ tayana@mindspring.com
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INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
[J Back Issues = $7 ea. MONTH/YEAR:
DISTRIBUTION

[J We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
(Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

[ Current issue = $6 ea.

[ Please send me further information for distribution outside California

Business Name Type of Business

Address

City State Zip

County Phone Number

Latitude 3 g
"we go where the wind blows"

Publisher/Exec. Editor ............ Richard Spindler............. richard@latitude38.com 111
Associate Publisher. John Arndt..... ..john@Iatitude38.com ..... 108
Managing Editor . Andy Turpin ... ..andy@Iatitude38.com ... . 112
Editor... LaDonna Bubak. ..ladonna@Iatitude38.com .ext. 109
Racing Editor ...... Rob Grant.........cccccoerunene rob@Iatitude38.com................ . 105
Contributing Editors John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales.... John Arndt.........cocevienne john@latitude38.com .............. . 108
Advertising Sales..... Mike Zwiebach................ mikez@Iatitude38.com............ . 107
General Manager............co..... Colleen Levine................ colleen@Iatitude38.com . 102
Production/Web .. Christine Weaver ... ..chris@Iatitude38.com .... .103
Production/Photos... Annie Bates-Winship ......annie@latitude38.com ... . 106
Bookkeeping Penny Clayton.................penny@latitude38.com............ . 101
Directions to our office press 4
Subscriptions...... ...press 1,4
Classifieds... class@latitude38.com .. ...press 1,1
Distribution.. distribution@Iatitude38.com. ...press 1,5
Editorial ... editorial@Ilatitude38.com press 1,6

Calendar-.. calendar@lIatitude38.com
Other email........ccooeevvveiennens general@Iatitude38.com

www.latitude38.com
Emwmcs

15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941
Ph: (415) 383-8200 Fax: (415) 383-5816




YEAR END DISCOUNTS
ON OUR LAST REMAINING

201 | JEANNEAU AND

Cruising\ Yachts, Inc. HUNTER SAILBOATS

Exclusive Dealer for Jeanneau, Hunter and Caliber Yachts
See over 100 new and used yacht listings at www. CrulslngYachts net

2011 JEANNEAU42DS | 2011 HUNTER 50 AC
A Rare, Timeless Elegance Dealer Demo - Queen of the Fleet

: ——— TR TR o
1991 STOREBRO 50 2005 JEANNEAU 49 1999 DUFOUR 46 1979 AMEL MARU 46
Now Asking $185,000 Reduced $299,000 Asking $150,000 New Listing $169,900

=
2
=

_ - - - - . = o — - .,' h L "I i
2007 HUNTER 44 DS 2007 JEANNEAU 42DS 1988 KROGEN 42 2000 JEANNEAU 40
Our Trade-In $219,000 New Listing $247,500 Reduced $124,900 Reduced $134,000

2005 BENETEAU 373 2004 HUNTER 36 2007 BENETEAU 343 1994 HUNTER 29 5
Now Asking $129,000 Our Trade-in! $109K Reduced $105,000 Now Asking $32,450

See the NEW 2012 Jeanneau 409 now at our docks in Sausalito!
California’s largest used yacht broker with 6 waterfront locations.

San Diego Alameda Marina del Rey

Newport Beach Sausalito Oxnard




#1 Selling Brokerage on
aaw the West Coast in 2010!

Professionally staffed
and open every day!

. Today Freedom I

-
[ 8

» found it in Cay J
[ 1]

#¥® 35 ERICSON MK

o o a

[ 4

Mikiil

L ™
IM/AYZZATTLINAN] LA [PA
Ray Watson & Jeannette Sarrasin ® mazmarine@aol.com Mike, Shelly & Cindy e lapazyachts@aol.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1-8558-YACHTS (92-2487) Toll free US/CAN: 1-855-22-LAPAZ (52729)
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165 Phone/FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948
PUERRTE VALLARIZA SAN GARLOS
Kim McDonald & Laura Hernandez e pvyachtsales@aol.com Don & Paul e sancarlosyachtsales@gmail.com
Toll free US/CAN: 1-855-PVYACHT (789-2248) Toll free US/CAN: 1-8558-GOSAIL (46-7245)
Phone/FAX: 011 52 (322) 297-4639 Phone/FAX: 011 52 (622) 226-0037
2 www.mazmarine.com 0O
51’ MIKELSON, 1987...$249,000 48’ ANGEL MARINE, 1987...$125,000 45’ JOSHUA KETCH, 1975...$75,000 42’ COOPER 416 PH, 1981...$79,950
40’ PIVER VICTRESS TRI, 1970...$99,900 40’ VALIANT, 1991...$210,000 40’ DELPHIA YACHTS SLOOP, 2001...$154,900 39’ ROBERTS, 1986...$24,950
37’ CUST. SEARUNNER TRI, 1985...$19,900 36’ PEARSON CUTTER, 1982...$56,500 33’ PRO-LINE EXPRESS, 2001...$74,900 29’ HUNTER 290, 2001...$44,900
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San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969 ~ celebrating our 42nd year!

iy YACHTS \CITY

34' Legacy, 2003
$290,000

30' Cape Dory Cutter, 1982
$45,000

Beneteau 370, 1991
$65,000

40' Cape Dory Explorer, 1993
$229,000

30' Albin Ballad, 1978
$25,000

45' Spaulding Sloop, 1961
$79,000

Sea Ray 390, 1985
45-ft San Francisco Berth

o5 B

Carver 30
$59,900

36' Catalina MKII, 2002
$112,000

10 MARINA BLVD. ¢ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94123
Toll Free: (877) 444-5091 ¢ (415) 567-8880 * FAX (415) 567-6725
email: sales@citysf.com ¢ website: www.citysf.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR FUEL DOCK AT GASHOUSE COVE MARINA ¢ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ 9AM TO 5PM

December, 2011 o [atitude 38 o Page 9




‘ MODERN SAILING SCHOOL & CLUB

~g— Sausalito, CA www.ModernSailing.com (415) 331-8250

Get Your Gain Advanced Certifications in Exotic Locations
US Coast Guard with John Connolly

Captain’s License

Feb.13 -25
M-F, 9am - 5:30pm

OUPV LICENSE - $995
100 TON LICENSE - $1195

LEG 1: May 25 - June 4 (Sociely Islands)

LEG 2: June 7 - 17 (Raiatea fo Tuomotus) : Cost ;
Bustt Guartl Approved
course will prepare you for all
elaments o 16 o guids GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
you through the application Sailing Lessons ® Club Membership

process, and conclude with

on-site testing. Classroom Courses ® Chartering ® Day Trips

4 /| 4

ASA OUTSTANDING SCHOOL 2009 & 2010 [—T—-]

RICHARDSON BAY

Christmas MARINA
l 0 0 m S MODERN FACILITIES IN A WELL-PROTECTED HARBOR
o

DREDGED

* DOCK CARTS

St. Nick can't help
but St. Arbuck can!

It might not be too late.

STARBUCK
CANVAS WORKS | BERTH YOUR BOAT IN SAUSALITO

RESTAURANT

41503322509

67 Liberty Ship Way 415 332-5510 wwwrichardsonbaymarina.com

Sausalito, CA 94965
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THE BOAT YARD AT GRAND MARINA

"Where Service Has Meaning"

Ainteriux.

yachtpaint.com

e Official
ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY SponSOi"
2011
BAJA
i HA-HA
The only yard to brush

on your bottom paint!

Dealers for: I T'S SM LE.'

Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!
~ COMPARE US WITH THE COMPETITION ~

* Prop and Shaft Work * Gas & Diesel

* Mast & Rigging Repair Engine Service

° T 1
* Fiberglass & Blister Repair LPU Hull & Topside

* Electrical Repair &
Installation

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

(510) 521-6100 + Fax (510) 521-3684

Located at Grand Marina * 2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda
~ Dol hames.. www.boatyardgm.com

* Gelcoat Repair

December, 2011 o Latitude 38 o Page 11



CUSTOM GEAR FOR YOUR
REGATTA OR TEAM

T-Shirts & Caps
Polos & Shorts
Screen Printing
Moisture Wickifly

Dye-Sublimatiofi
Technical Gear
Embroidery

PORT|AUTHORITY

EMBROIDERY FACTORY
is now THE PIRATES LAIR

PIRATESHIEAIR

S888.SAILIBLIM
WWW.PIRATESLAIRIGOM

©2011 Mount Gay Distilleries Ltd;; Mount Gay°Barbados Rum, 40% Alc/Vol.,
Imported by Rémy Cointreau USA, Inc., Néw York, N.Y. Eclipse Design® Be Confident. Drink Responsibly.
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CALENDAR

Non-Race

Dec. 1 — Angel Lights Countdown Benefit, a fundraiser
for the Angel Island Association, at Corinthian YC, 6-9 p.m.
$125. Info, angelisland.org/angellights.

Dec. 2 — Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame auction for a sail
aboard an AC 45 with Russell Coutts. Auction starts at 6 a.m.
on KNBR 680 AM. Submit bids to tmartzsports@gmail.com or
(415) 296-5610, or call into the show.

Dec. 3 — 35th Annual Lighted Yacht Parade on the Oak-
land/Alameda Estuary. Starts at 5:30 p.m. Presented by
Encinal YC, Oakland YC and Marina Village Yacht Harbor.
This year's theme is 'Cartoon Christmas'. Find out more and
enter your boat at wwuw.lightedyachtparade.com.

Dec. 3 — South Beach YC Lighted Boat Parade from Mc-
Covey Cove to the Ferry Building, 5-7 p.m. Chili and hot
buttered rum at the YC after. Info, www.southbeachyc.org.

Dec. 3 — Vallejo YC Harbor Lighted Boat Parade. Info,
www.vyc.com or (707) 643-1254.

Dec. 3 — Stockton SC Lighted Boat Parade. Info, www.
stocktonsc.oryg.

Dec. 3 — Santa Cruz YC Lighted Boat Parade in the south
harbor, 5:30 p.m. Info, www.scyc.org.

Dec. 3 — Vallarta YC Cruisers Chili Cook-Off, 4-8 p.m.
Info, www.vallartayachtclub.org.

Dec. 4 — Subasta Auction at Marina de La Paz, 9 a.m.- 4
p.-m. This fundraiser for needy kids in La Paz is hosted by
Fundacion Ayuda Nifios La Paz and sponsored by Club Cru-
ceros. Info, www.clubcruceros.org.

Dec. 4-25 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or wwuw.baads.org.

Dec. 7 — SF Marina Yacht Harbor public meeting at Ft.
Mason Center Fleet Room, Bldg D, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Info, (415)
345-7500 or lillian.bautista@sfgov.org.

Dec. 7-28 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St.
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic speaker
each Wednesday for about $20. All YCs' members welcome.
More info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.

Dec. 10 — Holiday celebration at Hyde St. Pier with live
music, activities and a visit from the Big Guy himself, 3-4:45
p-m. Kids under 16 free, adults $5. Tour historic vessels from
6-9 p.m. Free, RSVP required. Info, (415) 447-5000.

Dec. 10 — Sausalito Lighted Yacht Parade along the wa-
terfront, 6 p.m. Info, www.syconline.org.

Dec. 10 — 24th Annual Holiday Boat Lighting Contest at
Pillar Point, starting at 6 p.m., with a party following at Half
Moon Bay YC. Info, www.hmbyc.org or (415) 300-4510.

Dec. 10 — Sail under a full moon on Saturday night.

Dec. 10-11 — America's Boating Course by Carquinez
Sail & Power Squadron at Vallejo YC, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $40. Info,
wwuw.carquinez.org/public_courses.html or (707) 55-BOATS.

Dec. 14 — Singlehanded TransPac race seminar #3: Rig-
ging, presented by West Marine Rigging, at Oakland YC, 7
p.m. All seminars are free and open to the public. For more
about the race or future seminars, go to www.sfbaysss.org.

Dec. 16 — St. Francis YC Lighted Boat Parade, from Pier
39 to Ft. Mason, 6 p.m. Info, wwuw.stfyc.com.

Dec. 17 — San Rafael Lighted Boat Parade, 5 p.m. Info,
wwuw.lightedboatparade.org.

Dec. 17 — So You Wanna Crew on a Sailboat talk at San
Jose West Marine, 1-2 p.m. Free. RSVP, (408) 246-1147.

Dec. 20 — Hanukkah begins at sundown.

Dec. 21, 1875 — The 243-ft extreme clipper ship Young
America left San Francisco bound for New York. During the
97-day passage, she made four consecutive 24-hour runs of
365, 358, 360, and 340 miles — 1,423 miles in four days.




FPARALLONE YACIE

[T SALBS

Happy Holidays from the crew at Farallone Yacht Sales! We appreciate your support
and thank you for your continued patronage. If you're looking to buy or sell a boat in
the coming New Year, look no further than Farallone. We're proud to represent three
of the finest brands in boating today, and they're all Made in America. Plus, with our
average inventory turn of 160 days, we're beating the industry standard of 282 days
with consistent sales of quality pre-owned boats.

Check out www.faralloneyachts.com to learn more, or better yet, stop by and see us!

Made in
the USA

=

RN

Cata//ﬂy/ Yachts

COME WALK OUR DOCKS! OPEN BOAT WEEKEND DECEMBER 10-11

BOATS ARE SELLING -

LIST WITH US -

OVER 48 BOATS SOLD IN 2011!

New Catalina Yachts in Stock

Catalina 445, 2010 BIG DISCOUNTS!

Catalina 355, 2011 AT OUR DOCKS NOW!

Preowned Catalina Yachts at Our Docks

Catalina 470, 2006 .................... NEW LISTING! $329,500
Catalina 470, 1999.......
Catalina 400 MkIl, 2001
Catalina 400, 1995 ......
Catalina 36 MKIl, 2001.....
Catalina 36 Tall Rig, 1985

Catalina 350, 2005 ..........cccovuurrrnnriciiniincinniniieiens 134,000
Catalina 34, 1989 ...........cccccevuuee NEW LISTING! 49,300
N0

_yacht sales

F AR A LL ONE

Catalina 30,1984 ..........ccccceuennee. NEW LISTING! 29,000
Catalina 250, 1997 NEW LISTING! 15,000
Preowned Sailing Yachts at Our Docks

Beneteau 473 DS..........ccuveveeeeeeeeeeserereean $318,500
Hans Christian 43, 1989 ....133,000
Moody 42 DS, 2001 .......
Hunter 41 DS, 2005...
C&C41,1984....................
Beneteau Oceanis 373, 2005..
C&C 38,1979......ccocevnee.

New Ranger Tugs in Stock (base price)
Ranger 29 Tug, 2011 ... ....DISCOUNTS! $229,937
Ranger 27 Tug, 2011 ..DISCOUNTS! 159,937

Ranger 21-EC Tug, 2011................. NEW LISTING! 49,937
New Cutwater Boats in Stock

Cutwater 28, 2012.................. AT OUR NEWPORT OFFICE
Cutwater 26, 2012.................. AT OUR NEWPORT OFFICE

Preowned Ranger Tugs at Our Docks

Ranger 25 Tug, 2010 ......LET'S MAKE A DEAL! $139,950
Ranger 25 Tug, 2009 ........ LET'S MAKE A DEAL! 125,900
Ranger 25 Tug, 2008

Hunter 37 Legend.........ccccoveueerereveeeievisieieeesiennes 55,500
’ Ranger 21 Tug, 2010
Hunte'r 310, 2007 ..o 79,900 Preowned Power Yachts
Corsair 24-750, 2006 TRAILERABLE TRIMARAN! 39,950  Tiara 4300 Sovran, 2008 ............ccc..oovscccrrce.e 475,000
Regal 19 Bowrider, 2008................. FAST & FUN $21,950
1070 Marina Village Pkwy 2801 West Coast Hwy From San Diego, CA
Alameda, CA 94501 Newport Beach, CA 92663 Call

(510) 523-6730

(949) 610-7190

(619) 523-6730



NEW J/111

Frank Slootman’s J/111 Invisible Hand
Photo ©2011 Erik Simonson/www.h2oshots.com

HULL 39 IS HERE AND SAILING.
HULL 44 IS ON THE WAY!

Get in on the fastest fleet
coming to the Bay...

the new J/111.

—. e o = g

Dorian McKelvy and Jim Zaky’s Mad Men

SA)),

www.sailcal.com

Alameda
(510) 523-8500
norman@sailcal.com
steve@sailcal.com
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CALENDAR

Dec. 21 — Summer Sailstice for those in the southern
hemisphere. It's still six months away for the rest of us.

Dec. 25 — Shop our online chandlery for the perfect gift
for your favorite sailor. Go to wwuw.latitude38.com and be sure
to order by 12/12 for delivery in time for Christmas.

Jan. 1 — Clear away last night's cobwebs with a daysail.

Jan. 1 — 'Round the Island circumnavigation of Alameda.
Starts at Island YC, then on to Aeolian and Ballena Bay YCs,
finishing at Encinal YC. Info, IslandYCEvents@yahoo.com.

Jan. 11-14 — US Sailing National Sailing Programs Sym-
posium in Long Beach, $200. Perfect for sailing programs that
want to upgrade their quality. Info, http:/ /training.ussailing.
org/ProgramMgmt/NSPS.htm or (401) 683-0800.

Jan. 11-15 — 52nd Annual Portland Boat Show at the
Expo Center. Info, wwuw.otshows.com.

Jan. 26-29 — San Diego Sunroad Boat Show at Sunroad
Resort Marina on the east end of Harbor Island, Info, wwuw.
bigbayboatshow.com.

Jan. 27-Feb. 5 — Seattle Boat Show Indoors + Afloat at
Centurylink Field Event Center and South Lake Union. The
largest boat show on the West Coast. Visit www.seattleboat
show.com for more info.

Jan. 28 — Pacific Cup Race Offshore Academy #3, part
of a series of seminars leading up to next summer's race, at
Berkeley YC, 12-5 p.m. Learn about nav systems, spares &
repairs, provisioning, and personal care. Open to all. $20 ($18
for PCYC members). Info, wwuw.pacificcup.org/seminars.

Feb. 4 & 5 — Baja Ha-Ha Assistant Poobah 'Banjo Andy'
Turpin will present Ha-Ha and Pacific Puddle Jump seminars
back-to-back on both days at the Seattle Boat Show. See
wwuw.seattleboatshow.com for times.

Racing

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 — Banderas Bay Blast & Pirates for Pupils
Spinnaker Run. Info, www.vallartayachtclub.org.

Dec. 3 — Fall #4. SSC, wwuw.stocktonsc.org.

Jan. 1 — Master Mariners New Year's Day Race and Chili
Potluck at Pt. San Pablo YC in Pt. Richmond. Info, (415) 364-
1656 or www.mastermariners.org.

Jan. 7 — Brrrr Rabbit. CPYC, regatta@cpyc.com.

Jan. 14 — Richmond YC Little Daddy Regatta. Big Daddy
will follow in March. Info, www.richmondyc.org.

Jan. 15-20 — 25th Annual Key West Race Week by Quan-
tum, the best regatta in the country. Info, www.premiere-
racing.com

Jan. 28 — Three Bridge Fiasco, one of the oddest and most
entertaining races ever invented, and the first SSS event of
the season. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.

Midwinter Regattas

BERKELEY YC — Midwinters: 12/10-11, 1/14-15,2/11-
12. Bobbi, (925) 939-9885 or bobbi@jfcbat.com.

BERKELEY YC — Chowder Races: Sundays through March
except when it conflicts with above.

CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s.
Info, racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.

CORINTHIAN YC — Midwinters: 1/21-22, 2/18-19. Mi-
chael, racing@cyc.org.

ENCINAL YC — Jack Frost Series: 1/21, 2/25, 3/24. Info,
rearcommodore@encinal.org.

GOLDEN GATE YC — Manuel Fagundes Seaweed Soup
Series: 12/3,1/7,2/4, 3/3. Gary, (916) 363-4566 or grsalvo@
pacbell.net

HALF MOON BAY YC — Midwinters: 12/18, 1/22, 2/26,
3/18. Info, www.hmbyc.org.

ISLAND YC — Estuary Midwinters: 12/11, 1/8, 2/12,




SA.

"The Fastest Sailboat Listings in the West!"

YOUR PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

ALAMEDA

1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500
FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST
7001 Seaview Ave. NW #140
Seattle, WA 98117

(206) 286-1004

33' Back Cove, 2008
Cruise the Bay or Delta in style.
Asking $279,000

Custom C&C 43, 1973 Evening Star
Beautifully appointed classic cruising yacht.
Asking $299,000

50' Bakewell-White, 2002, Brisa
Cruise anywhere.
Asking $615,000

53' J/160, 2001, Mandalay
Fully loaded.
Asking $579,000

55' Tayana, Samacdhi V
Many recent upgrades.
Asking $249,000

Pacific Seacraft 40, 1999, DreamKeeper
Well equipped. Cruise anywhere.
Asking $314,900

41' J/125, 1999, Double Trouble
2011 Big Boat Series winner.
Asking $319,000

55' Tayana, 1988, Samadhi V...................
53' J/160,'01, Mandalay.
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade.
52' Santa Cruz, '98, Hula

50' Bakewell-White, '02, Brisa.................
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03*......

48' 1D48, '96, Chaya.....
47' Valiant, '81, Sunchase.
44' Kernan, Wasabi
44' Wauquiez 43 Pilot Station*
43' J/130, '96* ...
43' Custom C&C, '73..........
41' J/125,'99, Double Trouble.........

40' Pacific Seacraft, '99, DreamKeeper....
40' J/120, '02, Alchera

40' J/120, '00, Dayenu $174,900

SAI),

www.sailcal.com
email: norman@sailcal.com, steve@sailcal.com

40' J/120, 2002, Alchera
Equipped for singlehanded/
shorthanded offshore sailing.
Asking $219,000

J/105s
We have 4 from
$74,900

40' Summit, '08, Soozal.
40' Olson, Elka.
38' Sabre 386, '08, Kuai
38' Sabre 38 MKI, '84
36' J/109, '03* ....coeenne

36' Islander 36, '72, Absolute ...
35' J/105, '01, Hull #400, Lulu......
35' J/105, '02, Hull #520, Sea Room.
35' J/105, '01, Hull #463, Trickster
35' J/105, '01, Hull #405, Swoosh
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle
35' J/105, '00, Hull #343, Nirvana ....
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good* .....
35' J/105, '92, Hull #44, Orion..
35' J/35C, '93*
34' J/34,'85, The Zoo*
34' MM 34z, '05*

DEALERS FOR THESE FINE YACHTS:

Santa COrnz

—YACHTS—

33' J/100, Hull #9, '05, Brilliant........
33' Back Cove, '08
32'J/32,'02, Tango.
32' Catalina 320* ,
30' Olson 911S, '89, Halcyon...........cceveveerereerererrreinirnnns SOLD
30' Olson 30, '79............
30' Peterson Half Ton* ...
29' MM 29z, '07*.........
28' Alerion Express, '06*
28' Alerion Express, '02*
28' Islander, '79* ...........
26' J/80, '01, Whiplash..

J/100, 2005, Brilliant
Cruise ready.
Reduced $84,900

$84,900
... $279,000

26' J/80, '04, Heart AttACK.............couveeeeeerenirenineeeneineens
20' Melges, '09*

* Denotes Seattle Boats
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Third Reef
Gear

Women’s
Jacket & Bibs

We’ve improved our
Third Reef Foul Weal.... ucu.-

For years, thousands of boaters have chosen our Third Reef
waterproof gear for its unbeatable combination of quality,
durability and value. Now we’ve made it even better! Using
technically-advanced new fabric, Third Reef is now lighter,
easier to move in and more breathable, yet still provides com-
plete waterproof protection when you're on the water. We've
also developed a version specifically to fit and function better
for women. So now there are even more reasons to choose
Third Reef. The world’s best-selling gear!

% West Marine

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

CALENDAR

3/11. John, (510) 521-2980 or iycracing@yahoo.com.

OAKLAND YC — Sunday Brunch Series: 1/15, 1/29, 2/5,
2/19, 3/4. John, (510) 366-1476 or j_tuma@comcast.net

REGATTAPRO — Midwinter: 12/10, 1/14, 2/11. Jeff,
(415) 595-8364 or jzarwell@regattapro.com.

RICHMOND YC — Small Boat Midwinters: 12/4,1/8,2/5,
3/4. Opti Midwinters: 12/3, 1/7, 2/4, 3/3. Bob, bbranstad@
gmail.com.

SANTA CRUZ YC — Midwinters: 12/17,1/21,2/18, 3/17.
Info, (831) 425-0690.

SAUSALITO YC — Sunday Midwinters: 12/4, 1/8,
2/5, 3/4. Dave Borton, (415) 302-7084 or race@sausalito
yachtclub.org.

SEQUOIAYC —Winter Series: 12/10,1/21,2/11,3/17.Red-
wood Cup: 12/18, 1/15, 2/5, 3/11. Info, www.sequoiayc.org.

SOUTH BEACH YC — Island Fever Midwinters: 12/17,
1/21, 2/18, 3/17. Info, www.southbeachyc.org.

TIBURON YC — Midwinters: 1/21,2/11, 3/10. Rob, race@
tyc.org.

VALLEJO YC — Tiny Robbins Midwinters: 12/3, 1/6, 2/4.
Info, www.vyc.org or (707) 643-1254.

Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.

December Weekend Tides

date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht.
HIGH LOW HIGH Low
12/03Sat 0623/5.4 1251/1.6 1841/3.9
Low HIGH LoOwW HIGH
12/04Sun 0007/1.6 0701/5.6 1344/1.1 2001/3.9
HIGH LOW HIGH Low
12/10Sat 0012/4.6 0429/3.0 1027/6.2 1724/-0.7
12/11Sun 0049/4.6 0506/3.1 1104/6.1 1759/-0.8
12/17Sat 0445/5.5 1045/2.0 1626/4.2 2218/1.0
12/18Sun 0530/5.8 1155/1.3 1757/3.9 2316/1.5
LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
12/24Sat 0406/2.7 1018/7.0 1710/-1.5
HIGH LOW HIGH Low
12/25Sun 0028/5.1 0459/2.7 1106/6.9 1754/-1.4
12/31Sat 0434/5.4 1100/2.0 1637/3.8 2214/1.7
December Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max
12/03Sat 0144 0453/2.8F 0755 1050/2.8E
1448 1739/2.1F 2019 2253/2.3E
12/04Sun 0235 0540/2.6F 0837 1140/3.1E
1541 1840/2.4F 2124 2351/2.0E
12/10Sat 0137 0339/1.9E 0648 0938/2.3F
1223 1547/4.7E 1951 2252/3.4F
12/11Sun 0219 0421/1.9E 0725 1017/2.3F
1300 1628/4.7E 2028 2329/3.5F
12/17Sat 0306/3.2F 0628 0910/3.2E
1300 1536/2.2F 1832 2123/3.1E
12/18Sun 0046 0357/3.1F 0712 1006/3.7E
1405 1646/2.5F 1951 2224/2.7E
12/24Sat 0109 0319/2.4E 0623 0917/3.2F
1205 1529/5.7E 1930 2236/4.4F
12/25Sun 0157 0409/2.4E 0715 1007/3.1F
1256 1617/5.6E 2017 2322/4.3F
12/31Sat 0003 0306/2.7F 0619 0901/2.8E
1309 1546/1.9F 1837 2109/2.3E
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“We have all the latest lamination technology on the boat and we
were able to do that feeling comfortable the durability would be there.
What that means is you don’t have to compromise shape even when

putting thousands and thousands of miles on the sails.”

— Brad Van Liew, Winner, Velux 5 Oceans
The Ultimate Solo Challenge

Quantum Pacific
1230 Brickyard Cove Road; #200 | Point Richmond, California 94801 QUANTUM SAIL DESIGN GROUP
tel: 510.234.4334 °|_sanfrancisco@ quantumsails.com NWW.QUANTUMSAILS.COM

£fO02
l (Tube/) Photography: Ainhoa Sanchez, Velux 5 Oceans



Find holiday
gear here!

We’re geared up
for the holidays
with the gifts boaters really want!

You already know that nobody has more in store
for your boat. And for the holidays, nobody has
more in store for all the boaters on your crew!

Find great boating gift ideas from stocking stuffers to
marine stereos at your local West Marine store or
online at westmarine.com.

Can’t Decide?
Gift cards available online

and at all store locations

2 WNest Marine

Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,

go to westmarine.com

Page 18 e latitude 38 o December, 2011

LETTERS

1{"WHAT'S THAT FLOATING BLUE THING?"

I'm writing in response to the "Found: One Rudder" letter
that appeared in the November issue. The rudder certainly
sounds familiar!

On October 8, we chartered the Hunter 34 Neptune from
Spinnaker Sailing in Redwood City. Our original plan was
to go out for the weekend, sailing from Redwood City to the
Central Bay to enjoy the Fleet Week show, then sail her back
to Redwood City.

At 4:15 p.m. on Saturday, just as the Blue Angels perfor-
mance ended, my four crew and I took off on a beam reach in
about 15 knots of wind. We were midway between San Fran-
cisco's Pier 35 and the Blossom Rock buoy when, suddenly,
Neptune did a violent 360. When we completed the circle, we
noticed a blue object in the water, which we deduced was the
boat's rudder.

We received great support from the crew of the Diamond
Springs-based Seductress, who stood by us for an extended
period of time. We also informed the Coast Guard of our situ-
ation and made our initial contact with Vessel Assist. Since
we weren't taking on water and just drifting toward Berkeley,
there was no need to put out a distress call. I did, however,
issue a pan pan alert at one point, as a container ship bound
for the Estuary was heading straight toward us.

We attempted to use a combination of sails and the engine
to 'steer' the Hunter, but were unable to keep her from drifting
toward the end of the Berkeley Pier. So at 6 p.m. we deployed
the anchor in 20 feet of water. We were about half a mile from
the end of the pier at the time.

Between then and when Vessel Assist showed up at 9 p.m.,
we enjoyed both a magnificent view of The City and wine and
cheese. Vessel Assist towed us to Treasure Island, and a friend
drove us back to Redwood City.

Spinnaker Sailing in Redwood City was thrilled when Chris
delivered Neptune's wayward rudder. Many thanks are due
to Chris Hatch and his wife on their new F/P Bahia 46 cat
Firefly for retrieving it.

Hans Spanjaart
Charterer of Neptune, Hunter 34
San Jose

Hans — Once the rudder broke, it seems as if everybody did
exactly what they should have done. Excellent. The only sug-
gestion we have is that when the container ship was headed
your way, it might have been more effective to radio Vessel
Traffic Service on 14 rather than issue a pan pan.

f{WHY WEREN'T THE TWO BOATS SCUTTLED?

In the November 14 Lectronic, you reported that Jan An-
derson of the Sausalito-based Island Packet 380 Triple Stars,
a veteran of the '07 Ha-Ha, was swept overboard by a 30-ft
wave while participating in the North American Rally to the
Caribbean (NARC) rally from Newport, Rhode Island, to St.
Martin in the Eastern Caribbean.

Was Jan wearing a PFD? Why did her husband Rob leave
the boat adrift? I can understand that he might have been
distraught at the loss of his wife, but his boat now presents
a dangerous hazard that could kill many other people.

The same is true for Elle, a Beneteau 46 in the same rally.
I understand that a crewman was injured, but then the whole
crew, not just the injured person, got off the boat and let
her drift to be a hazard to others. Yet the photo in 'Lectronic
showed no damage, not even to the canvas dodger.

I can understand being scared during a storm at sea. But if
you decide to abandon your boat, why not scuttle her? Again,
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The entire team at Svendsen’s extends you our sincere thanks
and good wishes during this holiday season.
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Going forward into the New Year and America’s Cup World Series,
we hope to see more and more people discovering the joy of boating
on San Francisco Bay. To all of our customers, it has been our
pleasure to serve you for nearly 5 decades. If you are not yet a
Svendsen’s customer, bring your boat to us and learn first hand
why we are the Bay Area’s most trusted full-service boatyard.

Or simply drop by our Chandlery any day of the week, and pick up
a gift for the boating enthusiast in your family (especially if it’s you).

SVENDSEN'S 1851 Clement Avenue, Alameda CA :
Boat Yard: 510.522.2886 | svendsens.com
BOAT WORKS Chandlery: 510.521.8454 | svendsensmarine.com ;
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ClearStart
Racing Watch
Model 217567

99.99

ClearStart
Sailing Watch ' ClearStart
Model 9802901S . Regatta Watch
e 7 Model 9802885S
64.95 Vs

Ronstan ClearStart Watches

As with so many things in life, winning races is all about good
timing. And hitting the line at the gun, with clear air and good way
on, sure does help! Finding that perfect hole and getting your
boat moving is up to you and your crew. But these watches from
Ronstan can help ensure that you know exactly how much time
you have to put yourself in position to win the start. Large, easy
to read numerals and controls were specifically designed for the
realities of sailing. You know, lots of boats in a confined area and
everything seeming to be happening at once. These watches can
help you break it all down so that you can stop worrying about
how much time you have to go. One glance at your wrist tells you
what you need to know. Now strap one on and go for it!

% West Marine

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!

888-447-RIGG

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Visit www.westmarine.com to find the store nearest you.

LATITUDE / RICHARD

LETTERS

the skippers just created two very hazardous situations. This
is wrong and the liability should be huge.

John Stein

Mill Valley

John — At the time of our report, Rob Anderson, obviously
very distraught at the loss of his wife, was aboard the 600-ft
High Jupiter on its way to Europe, so we have no detailed
information about the incident or aftermath.

We can't imagine that Jan hadn't been wearing a PFD, but
even if she had, we think it's unlikely that it would have saved
her life in such extremely rough cold-water conditions. If you
were suddenly alone on a 35-ft boat in 30-ft seas, what do you
think your chances would be of being able to follow a loved one
who had gone overboard, maneuver your boat to her position,
and pull her aboard? 'Slim’ and 'none’ are two words that come
to our mind.

As for not scuttling Triple Stars, we still don't know all the
facts. Perhaps the boat had plenty of solar panels to indefi-
nitely power a strobe light at her masthead and running lights,
and arrangements were being made to have the boat towed
to Bermuda after the storm subsided. Given the fact that Rob
had just lost his wife, for chrissakes, and was likely not in the
best of mental or physical shape himself, we're willing to cut
him some slacl.

As for your assertion that the two abandoned boats "could
kill many other people,” we think that's a stretch. Something
like 10,000 containers, not all of which sink, are lost off ships
every year, and you're worried about two sailboats, both of
which would be highly visible during the day, and both of
which presumably had radar reflectors so they could be 'seen’
at night? And it's likely that both had solar-powered masthead
strobes and/or navigation lights that could work for years.

Further, we're unclear on the scenario you envision in which
either of the two boats could "kill many other people.” In 35
years of covering sailing, we can't recall a single case of a
vessel colliding with an abandoned sailboat and people being
seriously injured or killed as a result.

Our sincere condolences to Jan Anderson’'s husband and
family for their loss.

1JSLEEPING WITH MY HEAD IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

I was reading through the November issue when I came
across your interview with Tom
Corogan, the 84-year-old sailor
from Port Clinton, Ohio, who was
about to leave San Diego for Cape
Horn aboard his Westsail 32 TLC.
It was an interesting story, and I
was very happy to read his nice
comments about our Monitor
windvanes, Scanmar and myself.
Thank you very much.

Having read that Corogan
attributes his active longevity to
eating all the dandelion greens
he can, drinking well water, and
sleeping with his head pointing
north, I checked the orientation of
my bed in my home in Tiburon. I
sleep with my head pointed north, too! But I don't eat dan-
delions.

Tom Corogan says, "Eat your
greens, Hans!"

Hans Bernwall
Scanmar
Richmond
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NAUTICAL ENTERPRISES

YACHT BROKERAGE - SALES & SERVICE WWW.JK3YACHTS.COM
B O 0 L O S T O 3 e T, A 6 FO I SRR eI

> b e >
2006 65’ J/65 2006 49’ Jeanneau Sun Ody DS 2008 48’ Renzo Rivolta 4.5 2007 44’ Mochi Dolphin 44
Maltrl $2 100 000 Elixir $449,000 Treasure $549,000 Cattivo $749,000

Cabo Race Winner ¥ “

== = - = Sale Pending s 1 3 .
2006 43’ Oyster 43 LD 2000/09 Refit 41’J/125 1999 41'J/125 2007 40'J/124
Varuna $650,000 Warrior $349,000 Aunt Jessie $269,000 Forgiveness $250,000
hamp B ; ‘ Teak Interior SAIL...cccc...
: E 2007 70’ CNB 70 $3.2M
200053’ J/160 SOLD
2006 52’ TP52 SOLD
1994 43’ J/130 $243K
: | _ it 200240° C&C121se  $230K
2008 40’ King / Summit 40 1998 40: J/120 Scamlz $169,500 2007 40’ Delphia 40GT ;zgg ::l g::::l‘::a8380 $f;:&
Soozal Call For Current Price 1994 40°J/120 JWorld $105,000 Ondine $171,900 201136 J/111 SOLD
200232’ J/32 SOLD
201031’ J/95 SOLD
1993 30’ J/92 SOLD

2003 28’ Corsair 28R Tri $63K

2005 38’ True North 38 $340K
1996 31’ Albin TE SOLD

(2) 2004 35'J/109’s 2001 35’J/105 Javelin §1 03,500 2007 33’ Cross Current 33

Blue Crush $187,500 2001 35’ J/105 Ondine $109,500 $199,500 A del L2t $59K
Duster Il $189,900 2006 29’ BackCove29 SOLD

DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING BRANDS: 619.224.6200 Main Office
SABRE

MOTOR

SABRE

SAILING

New Model on Order

SABRE 38 Salon Express  AllNewBACKCOVE30 Hanse New 385 SABRE 426 Performance Cruiser

with IPS Drives
SAN DIEGO, CA SAN DIEGO, CA NEWPORT BEACH, CA HOUSTON, TX ALAMEDA, CA
Jeff Brown Kenyon Martin John Zagorski Tom Binig Chris Corlett

Jeff@jk3yachts.com Kenyon@jk3yachts.com John@jk3yachts.com Tom@jk3yachts.com Chris@jk3yachts.com
619.709.0697 858.775.5937 310.947.2092 713.725.2397 510.914.1073



EVOIution Winches

Customer Focused

info@lewmar.com
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winches.

Features

* 3 great finishas -
black alloy, grey alloy
& chromed bronze

* Easy lo sarvice -
no tools required

* T year waranty

+ Corvertible to electric

www.lewmar.com

LETTERS

1{SLOCUM A CANADIAN, EH?

In my opinion, Latitude is the best sailing tome published,
bar none. Since the hard copy version of Latitude isn't avail-
able in my home sailing territory of Hamilton-Toronto at the
western end of Lake Ontario, I look
forward to its electronic distribu-
tion every month. I usually find
the editor's notes and comments
astoundingly insightful and ac-
curate.

However, identifying Josh-
ua Slocum as a San Franciscan
— in the National Sailing Hall of
Fame reporting — rather than
a Canadian from Nova Scotia is
difficult to accept. I realize that
Slocum captained boats out of the
Bay Area for a number of years,
but he was born and spent the
Joshua Slocum grew up in first 16 or so years of his life in the
Nova Scotia. Great Frozen North. We freeze up
here for six months of every year, so it would be heartwarming
if you would correct this misinformation.

P.S. I've also heard that Jimmy Buffett is a descendent
of old Joshua, which would kind of make him an honorary
Canadian.

Glenn Madill
After You, Catalina 30
Burlington, Ontario

Glenn — It came as news to us, but yes, Slocum was born
in Canada and later became a naturalized U.S. citizen.

What other famous Canadians have there been? There's
Alexander Graham Bell, a Scot who moved to Newfoundland
at age 23, so we'll call him a Canadian. Although Bell is best
kknown for inventing the telephone, he’s also considered to have
been one of the most accomplished humans to have walked the
earth. Then there are Pamela Anderson and Shannon Tweed,
two Canadian women known primarily for their breasts and
secondarily for being married to rock 'n rollers. Canada also
gave us the AM radio, basketball, the snowmobile, insulin,
ginger ale, the zipper, Java, the Blackberry, Jim Carey, Keanu
Reeves and Linda Evangelista. And let’s not forget Neil Young
and Joni Mitchell.

Among the least known Canadians is ultramodest, ultra-
accomplished sailor Mike Birch, who is known to a hundred
times more French than to Americans and Canadians, but
who nevertheless is arguably the equal of Slocum. A pioneer
in racing multihulls across the Atlantic, Birch took second in
the '76 OSTAR with a tiny 32-ft tri, and two years later won
the first Route du Rhum with a 30-ft tri. A little 30-footer, for
god'’s salce. Birch set the 24-hour sailing record 25 years ago
by covering 516 miles in the Quebec to St. Malo Race. That was
aboard Formula TAG, a catamaran that he built, and which
later became more famous for setting an around-the-world
record as ENZA.

Birch continued to race many of the great multihulls and even
got into racing Open 60s. Now 81 years old, he's long retired
and spends his days sitting on a couch looking at the wall. Just
kidding! Birch really is 81, but get this, he’s not only continued
to race at the highest levels of competition all along, but he
and Etienne Giroire will be doing next year's Doublehanded
TWOstar aboard Francis Joyon's old Eure-et-Loir, one of the

fastest and most sensitive 60-ft trimarans ever built. Milce Birch,
a Canadian sailor to rank with the immortal Joshua Slocum.




THE FINEST SAILS BEGIN
WITH THE BEST SAILCLOTH

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the lami-
nates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller furling
applications. In fact, Vectran®is lighter, lower stretch, and re-
and tainsits shape over alonger life than any sailcloth we've ever
SAVE 20% offered to cruising sailors. That's because Hood Vectran®
with our is woven, not laminated to Mylar® film. And you can be
winter sure that each sail we roll out is built by hand, with the
discounts same care and craftsmanship that has been the Hood
hallmarkfor 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs
—whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our soft,
tight-weave Dacron® — give us a call today.

Call now

@D Sails & Service

@5D New Sails
@D Sail Repairs
@D Furling Conversions
@@ Pickup & Delivery

Chesapeake

Jim Fair's Outbound 46
with Hood Vektron

Full Batten Mainsail,
140% Genoa, and
Solent Jib

PHOTO COURTESY
SWIFTSURE YACHTS

www.OutboundYachts.com

HOOD SAILMAKERS 465 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245 (415) 332-4104 Fax (415) 332-0943 hoodsails@aol.com
Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing... www.hoodsailmakers.com
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SCHOONMAKER

Point MARINA
e IN SAUSALITO

160-Berth Marina in one of the
most beautiful spots on the Bay

* Visitor berths ¢ Guest moorage up to 220 ft.
* 35-ft to 75-ft slips * Pumpouts ¢ Marine services
* Dry Storage Available ¢ Three-ton hoist
* Restaurant * Beach ¢ Rowing * Kayaking

Sausalito's Finest Marina

85 LIBERTY SHIP WAY, #205
SAUSALITO, CA 94965

4153315550
rAax 4153318523

www.schoonmakermarina.com

LETTERS

M{IT WAS GOOD ENOUGH FOR SLOCUM
Lee Helm's brief October-issue overview of using moon
shots for longitude location was fascinating, but a little too
brief to really wrap my mind around. Any chance you could
persuade Lee to do a master's thesis on this subject as a
step-by-step publication, and feature it in your fine sailing

publication? I'm a celestial navigation fan.
Todd Frye
Bonneville School of Sailing

Todd — Lee Helm had the following response to your re-
quest:

"Don't you, like, keep all your back issues of Latitude? I
explained to Max how my Method of Lunar Position works
in much more detail way back in November of ‘81. That was
before I was born, but it just goes to show how long I've been
in grad school working on my thesis. And, like, I really, really
don't want to start it over on a new topic.

"In case you're a liveaboard and all your Latitude back is-
sues had to be replaced with some denser material that malkes
better ballast, check out the Wikipedia article on '‘Lunar Dis-
tance’ for the more traditional and more accurate way to _find
longitude using the relative motion of the moon with respect to
the stars and planets. Hey, it worked for Slocum.”

1 {DON'T LEAVE THE MARINA AT NIGHT WITHOUT MACE

There was a very inaccurate piece in the October 31
‘Lectronic that attempted to compare the risks of violence
in Mexico to those in San Francisco. The writer produced
"evidence" that 40 people were shot in San Francisco over
that weekend. This is simply not true. I think the author was
quoting 'Shotspotter' data, which is audio data of gunshots
or firecrackers or cars backfiring — not necessarily gun vio-
lence. Shotspotter is a system that triangulates loud noises
with a citywide grid of microphones and computers. While
it is a significant aid in gun violence investigation, it is no
quantitative measure of shooting violence. For details, see
wwuw.shotspotter.com.

When in Mexico, or anywhere in Central America, stay-
ing in the marina is good, not going out at night or alone is
better, carrying pepper spray or mace is best, day or night.
Exaggerating or misrepresenting California gun violence will
not change the fact that Mexico is dangerous, and is in the
midst of extreme drug violence and near civil war. Awareness
and consideration of relative risks is the first step to good
personal self-defense.

I love Latitude, and I will continue to visit Mexican marinas,
but I will do so with extreme caution and awareness. Please
correct this inaccuracy about California shooting data in the
next errata.

John Ragozzino
Cazador, Hunter 43
San Diego

John — We apologize for the Shotspotter piece, which
mischaracterized the situation in San Francisco. As you say,
Shotspotter gathers data on loud noises, not necessarily gun
violence. Though to be fair, the writer did not suggest 40 people
were shot, only that 40 'shots’ had been reported.

Speaking of loud noise, we hate to say it, but what you're
now hearing is Americans and Canadians in Mexico howling
with laughter at your assertion that "staying in the marina in
Mexico is good, not going out at night or alone is better, carry-
ing pepper spray or mace is best, day or night.” With all due
respect, we believe those are among the most ignorance-based
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How you fix your boat is our business

Accidents do happen - even to the most skillful sailors. And when repairs are needed, you need a
boatyard that gets your boat back, like new again, into the water, ready for your next adventure.

The sailor's boatyard, Bay Marine Boatworks is a full-service boatyard in the full sense of the
word. We offer a complete range of services at prices lower than the competition, and provide an
accurate estimate up front. From bottom painting to complex fiber—
glass repair work, you'll find we can handle all your sailboat mainte-
nance and repair needs. OQur mission is to quarantee absolute
satisfaction to every customer. Which is why we are good at finding
the solution you need, instead of what the boatyard needs.

So bring your boat, and your pride, to Bay Marine Boatworks, and
we'll repair both!

i
310 W. Cutting Bivd.
Pt. Richmond, Ca

(510) 237-0140

www.baymarineboatworks.com

BAY/|YMARINE

—— BOATWORKS inc.

ﬂm Sailor’s .Bdatyard'

December, 2011

= Fiberglass,
Gelcoat &
Painting

* Mast Stepping
Rigging Work
Mast Tuning

® Thru-hulls
and Valves

* Drivelines and
Engine Service

* Woodwork

* Welding & Metal
Fabrication

* Electrical &
Plumbing

o

VOLVO PENTA
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Betterﬂ W“méhes i
Retter Sailing

Nothing compares to Andersen Winches

In salling you earn trust through expenence and
Mg parformance. For the past 45 years, Andersen
) has built a reputation of trust by creating reliable
winches with the distinctive, highly palishad
stainiess steel drums, Remarkably lightwesght,
Andersen's unique Vertical Power Rib® drum
provides supernor gnp while reducing verlical
friction to minimize wear and overrides

If you want better sailing,
choose the best winches.

LU/INDERSEN

ANDERSEN Winches are now proudly
distributed in the USA by Ronstan ﬂ

www.ronstan.us officed@ronstan. s +1 (401)-293-0539
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assertions we've heard in a long time. What marina in Mexico
have you been afraid to leave without mace?

As we've reported for the last several months, the cruising
areas of the Pacific Coast of Mexico are statistically — as well
as in our opinion and that of most other cruisers and Americans
in Mexico — safer than almost all big American cities. We've
spent a lot of time in coastal Mexico the last bunch of years,
and are in Mexico as we write this, and we walk around day
and night, without any mace and without any concern for our
personal safety. And so does Dona de Mallorca, as do count-
less other single men and women.

Yes, we understand the terrible narco violence death toll in
Mexico and all that, but we're here to tell you that, while we're
here in Mexico, we're more afraid of being eaten by a polar
bear than we are of being shot in a narco gun battle. We know
that's not going to change the minds of people who haven't been
down here and are scared out of their wits to come down, but
it's the truth. Those people also probably won't believe that in
many ways the quality of life is much better in Mexico than it
is in the United States. But that's true, too.

T SIX TIMES AS MANY MEXICANS IN THE STATES

If one million Americans living in Mexico is proof — at least
to you — that some things in Mexico are better than in the
U.S., what does 9.8 million — 6.3 million of them being un-

documented — Mexicans living in the U.S. indicate to you?
Nick Salvador
Finn, USA 1109
Richmond

Nick — It indicates to us that if a government of a wealthy
country — the U.S. government, for example — offers money,
free food, free housing, free education, free health care, and
free voting rights to anyone who asks for it — impoverished
people will cross a border to take advantage of it.

In what respects do we believe the quality of life is better in
Mexico than the United States? 1) The cruising is better; 2) the
coastal weather is better; 3) the people are nicer and don't put
money and material goods above everything else; 4) the cost
of living is much lower; 5) health care is much more accessible
and less expensive; 6) the pace of life is slower; 7) there’s bet-
ter and less expensive local and regional transportation; and
8) coastal Mexico is safer than big cities in the United States.

In the following respects we believe the quality of life is
better in the United States: 1) Better educational opportunities;
2) higher wages and more opportunities for entrepreneurs; 3)
better specialized medicine for those who can afford it; 4) less
trash; and 5) a greater variety of international foods.

So while Mexico may be great for certain groups of people
at certain times in their lives, it's not for everyone. Nor is the
United States.

f{CAN YOU SAIL TO HAWAII IN ALL THAT DEBRIS?

I was wondering if Latitude is going to do an article or series
on the potential impacts of the tsunami debris field headed
our way from Japan following the 9.0 Tohoku earthquake
that hit Japan in March. When reports on the debris came
up in the news the other day, I was struck by the fact that
the only impact they mentioned was what might end up on
the beaches. Obviously lots of it will stay out in the ocean.

Is there anybody out there mapping it or trying to under-
stand what and where things are and/or will go? I am trying
to imagine the impact on shipping lanes and silly things like
boat races, and I'm not coming up with anything good. Could
you even sail, much less race, to Hawaii when there's a debris




It started with your very first day. You remember the way the bay looked, the way water ruffled
as that first breeze came across the bow. You were free. Someday everyone else will understand.
Welcome to your new class of yacht harbor. Welcome to Clipper. Every element, every detail.

310 Harbor Drive Sausalito, CA 94965 415.332.3500 clipperyacht.com
‘ CLIPPER
YACHT HARBOR
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H-A'R-B:O°R

South Beach Harbor is a great

way to experience San Francisco.
Boats of all sizes are welcome in our
protected deepwater harbor. Bring
your boat to South Beach and enjoy
all the attractions of the city.

Two guest docks for boats up te 125°
20 guest berths up to 50°

Casual and fine dining nearby
Adjacent to AT&T Park

Easy access to transporation

24 hour security

Free pump-out stations

For Reservations:
415.495.4911 (x1111)

fax: 415.512.1351
sb.harbor@sfgov.org
www.southbeachharbor.com
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field like that in your way?

My sense is that this is going to be a big story, but our
feeble media won't be able to cover it because it doesn't involve
celebrities and sex scandals. I can't wait to read what Max
and Lee have to say.

Allison Baumhefner
San Rafael

Allison — In addition to the 16,000 lives that were lost in the
tsunami in Japan, more than 200,000 buildings were washed
out to sea by waves up to 135 feet high. And there have been
reports of cars, tractor-trailers, capsized ships and even whole
houses malking

RUSSIA T b their way east
SER i 'I:"'*B.C with the current
_ g 1 '*;I__r in a flotilla the
Expected V= size of the state
fetuts drit” " of Texas.
JAPAN Yes, the de-

bris field is be-
ing tracked.
Miduray Island Hawall Estimates vary,

but experts say
The expected drift of the field could mean that the 4+ parts of the

largest items could reach B.C. coastline soon. flotilla may hit

PACIFIC OCEAN
=]

Midway this winter, Hawaii by early '13, and the West Coast
of the United States by '14. Howeuver, it's expected that much of
the initial 20 million tons of debris won't come ashore or even
survive on the surface. Large amounts of it will decompose, sinlk,
be ingested — or end up in the whirlpool that's become known
as the North Pacific Garbage Patch. Only time will tell.

We're not going to get too excited about all this debris until
we get a little more clarity on what might happen. For example,
if 25 partially submerged houses from Japan wash up on Mid-
way this winter, we'll be sure to write an article about it.

It's worth remembering that this isn't an isolated case. The
great tsunami of ‘04 also took a tremendous amount of debris
out to sea, and to our knowledge that hasn't caused terrible
trouble for shipping or fishing. Then, too, after storms on land
there is a large
amount of de-
bris that floats
out into the sea
and ends up on
nearby shores.
When we sailed
to Cabo with the
Long Beach YC in
‘93, for example,

there was a huge
This Japanese fishing boat was found in the Pacif- storm down at

ic, presumably part of the tsunami debris field. the Cape that

sent entire golf course holes, countless homes and cars, and
cattle and cactus into the ocean. And there’s always a river’ of
debris as much as 100 miles into the Caribbean Sea coming out
from Colombia’s Rio Magdalena, littered with trees, logs, dead
cattle and what have you. Indeed, we can recall Profligate’s
hulls straddling some logs while surfing down waves on a
passage from Antigua to Panama. That was a little spooky.

The optimist in us believes that it's an almost unimaginably
huge ocean between Japan and Hawaii, and that while light
stuff will float, the heavy stuff that could do serious damage
to hulls will sink before too long. So for right now, we're not
going to worry about it.

By the way, we don't think the problem of widespread
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a I I n g u ignorance is the result of a feeble press, as you suggest, but

. rather the fact that the majority of people choose to read rub-
FDI‘ }"0 UI'SE'“ or that SpEClal someo nel! bish rather than stuff with substance. If you want to be more
informed and more intelligent six months from now, we suggest
that you spend a half-hour each day reading the Financial
Times, and an hour reading their more broad-based Weekend
edition. And not even for investment purposes. Six months _from
now you might not know whether the Kim/Kris nuptials were
a publicity stunt, but you'll know a whole lot more substantive
things about the nation and the world.

Here's a perfect example. Right now there’s a sudden uproar
about the fact that members of Congress and their staffs are
the only people in the United States who can legally engage in
insider trading. This wasn't news to us as, about a year ago,
the Financial Times published an article about two United
States Senators, one Republican and one Democrat, who have
spent nearly a decade trying to pass legislation to outlaw the
outrageous practice, but who could never enlist the support
of their crooked colleagues. And if you don't lilke FT, read The
Economist or a broad selection of international newspapers.
The information is out there; people just need to talke a little
trouble to find and read it.

/{WHAT ARE THE OTHER TWO MAGAZINES?
k% CREE|*** The November cover of Latitude is a truly great one. It re-
- For a limite ﬁ time - minds me of sailing with my kids aboard our O'Day Tempest

23 on the Chesapeake 40 years
a rugged set of West ago. I have sent it to our far-flung
Marine foul weather

gang.
gear included in Latitude is one of my three
package!

favorite magazines.
John Morgan
Annapolis

John — Thanks for the kind
words. We loved the cover too,
so we were surprised to get a
letter from one reader who said
that while the cover was "cute,”
it wasn't as "breathtaking” as

. the ones of boats. We love seeing
Who wouldn't love this cover people with smiles on their faces,
shot? Ebenezer Scrooge? we love kids, and we love sailing,
so choosing that cover was a no-brainer for us.

Basic Cruising Skipper’s Package
Total Package Value: $2,300!

MIKE REED

Package Includes: =

BBasic Keelboat Class -—é !
BBasic Cruising Class aumwa

®Bay Cruising Destination Workshop
BJS SAILING Membership

®Rugged West Marine Foul Weather Gear f{CONSIDER SAFETY OR OUT COME THE 458
We also had a very close encounter with the two Oracle
AC45s on San Francisco Bay. They passed very close to us
ON LY $1 !295! while we were on a starboard reach and they were on port.
) But the biggest problem is that one of their chase boats came
Classes IS' any necessary reviews must be completed by 3/31/12. within a few feet of ramming us. If we hadn't yelled at them,
Offer valid through 12/23/2011 they definitely would have hit us amidships. As nice as the
people on the Oracle team might be, they need to know that
Qua | ifiES yuu to Ch arter frum our they .don't have exclusive rights to the Bay, and they need to

5 - consider safety.

fleet of beautiful boats up to 34’! Barry Foster & Kathy Crabtree
Tinuviel, True North 34

Benicia

A ‘}.. Barry and Kathy — We're pretty sure that nobody on the
ca“ -n“l a."' b Oracle America’s Cup team thinks they have exclusive rights

- . to the Bay, and we're equally certain they take safety very
Alameda 800-343-SAIL au tl q UE seriously. On their behalf, we apologize for your getting a fright

Sausalito 800-559-CLUB WWW, Clubnﬂu[iq ue.nel Jrom a chase boat.
It's unfortunate that a health issue prevented you from par-
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$200 Special Offer SVENDSEN'’'S

Available Through MARINE

Get S200 Cash Back

o

on VacuFlush®! seatne

Buy a VacuFlush® Toilet System* and get $200 Factory Cash Back

ey VacuFlush technology, preferred by boat manufacturers and owners around the world,

2 uses stored vacuum energy to clear the bowl instantly and propel waste to the holding
tank —resulting in odor-free, clog free performance.

VacuFlush is extremely energy efficient, drawing as little as two amps per flush. Miserly
water consumption — as low as one pint per flush —increases holding tank flush capacity,
letting you cruise longer between pump outs.

Key Advantages
M Odor-free performance

M Increased flush capacity for -
longer cruising between pump outs M |deal for retrofitting

——~
M As low as two amps per flush l Convenient electronic flush

B Look and performance of
residential toilets

a long weekend cruise without returning to the dock
for a holding tank pump out.

[ K ) [ K
w* M 20 gal. holding tank

compi u ollet sy , 4 people average VacuFlush uses  Holding tank not
Including any oot-pe al or electronic- .
flush model VacuFlush toilet and a a total of 20 Only 1 pint of full after 3 days

JW series vacuum generator (CG4) S series vacuum generator (VG3), S series flushes per day  water per flush and 60 flushes
vacuum pump with vacuum tank, or HTS-VG holding tank system.

ﬁ_ F.\A, : : _ With a VacuFlush toilet system, four people can take

*Qualifying purchase includes a
complete VacuFlush toilet system,

Svendsen's Marine Chandlery is an Authorized Dealer for Sealand and Dometic products. To redeem this offer, purchase your
VacuFlush Toilet System at Svendsen’s Marine and we’ll give you an official coupon. Send in the coupon within 30 days of
purchase and you'll receive your $200 cash rebate. This offer ends April 30, 2012, and may not be combined with other

offers or promotions. Excludes taxes, shipping, installation and parts. Subject to product availability.

1851 Clement Avenue, Alameda CA

SVENDSEN'S Boat Yard: 510.522.2886 | svendsens.com
MARINE Chandlery: 510.521.8454 | svendsensmarine.com
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Fax: 401-849-0631

Gori

3-Blade

¢ Both 2 & 3 blade available
¢ Lowest drag when sailing

¢ The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!
800-801-8922

propeller

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, Rl 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com

www.ab-marine.com

DON QUINLY

DON QUINLY

LETTERS

ticipating in the Ha-Ha, for among other things you could have
learned how different the ‘comfort zones’ are for different sailors.
For example, we overheard a conversation in which one skip-
per advised another that he’d come within half a mile of him,
and that was too close for comfort. We don't believe we made
a comment on the radio, but we thought to ourselves, "Half a
mile? In sailing that's the equivalent of about halfway around
the world.” Then we realized that maybe we've raced too much,
and it might only seem like a really large separation to us.
Maybe boats sailing the Bay when America’s Cup boats
are around should signify the distance of their comfort zone
with a number on the bow. As in ‘50’ for 50 feet, '100’ for 100
feet, 200’ for 200 feet and so on. We'd put a ‘5’ on the bow
of Profligate. We've got that much confidence in the crews of
the AC45s and think it would be so much fun to have them
sail so close. Besides, when you drive over the Golden Gate
Bridge, you pass within about 10 feet of cars coming at you at
a combined speed of about 120 mph. And the drivers are often
texting, looking at a map, or otherwise not paying attention.

A VERY DIFFERENT AC45 EXPERIENCE

My father Joe and oldest brother Pat came down from
Idaho and Washington to spend a week sailing from Stockton
to the Bay with me, visiting all the stops we could, and all
along buddyboating with Dave and Kathy Gladden on their
Cal 2-25 Idaho.

After our first night on the
Bay, which featured a broken
head and repairs needing to
be made the next morning, we
headed for the buoy about a mile
outside the Gate for a spinna-
ker run under the Golden Gate
Bridge and along the San Fran-
cisco Cityfront. On our way, we
noticed two of the AC45s — eas-
ily recognizable with their black
square-top sails — being towed
by Pier 39. "Wow!" we thought to
The AC45s were out in force in oyrselves, "wouldn't it be cool if
O_ctober{ deligl:lting—and some- ey sailed by us?"
times frightening —Bay sailors. The two AC45s were towed
just outside the Bridge, took a few minutes to get everything
ready — and then took off like the rockets they are! They not
only came by us, at one point they went on either side of us
and one sailed between us and the Gladdens. As they passed
about 30 feet from us, we were so busy hooting and hollering
that we almost forgot to take photos. But we did get waves from
some of the crew as
they flew by.

Among the five of
us on the two boats,
we did manage to get
some evidence that
our story is true.
One picture taken by
Dave Gladden was of
their first pass from

- under the Golden
Getting buzzed by an AC45 is an experience (iate. That's us on

that will never be forgotten. my Cal 2-27 Sweets

3 living one of the best days I've ever had on the water, and
certainly the highlight of my week.

Along with spending about four hours with the AC45s,
which covered every corner of the Central Bay — and came
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- Electrical service, 110/30 amps . "o"ﬂ"alr‘lﬂ Yacht Club | g '.r'rtl:

. 220/50 amps, 3 phase 100 amps « Special area for marina guests =

480 - Restrooms ; :\:_..:f

and 3 phase v . Lockers ir:f

» Crystal Clear Potable Water . Showers =

- Cable TV . Pool and jacuzzi T
- Garbage Collection - Free access to all the facilities

- Pump - out Station

- Fire Fighting Boat Protection
- 24 Hrs. Security

- Computerized gate access

of our 5 star hotel

- White sand beach
- Dive tank refilled
- Propane refill

- Launch ramp
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CONTACT US a@paradisevillagegroup.com Villata Yackt Ol

Phone & fax from U.5. 011-52-3
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O\
yz N
<\%\\
AN Hirschfeld Yacht/
<>/k> Beta Marine West
\// Clipper
Yacht
Harbor
N
R
4
e,
%
&
oS
O EI?TIRE
/%\, \\
&/QQ'\S’%/
© o7

www.betamarinewest.com
www.hirschfeldyacht.com

VAL GILLEN

LETTERS

really close twice — we enjoyed a great and relaxing sail on
gorgeous San Francisco Bay in the middle of October.

Don Quinly

Sweets 3, Cal 2-27

Stockton Sailing Club

1A GOLDEN SAILING MEMORY
We know you're busy, but October 21 on the Bay was just
too good not to share. We were out on Grimsby, our Cal 39,
with our friends Jack and Maria Caffey. It was a gloriously
warm late October day, with about 10 to 12 knots of breeze.
As we sailed between Alcatraz and Angel Island, we saw
the AC45s being towed
out. We got some great
pictures when they
started sailing, too.
Then, as we were
reaching across the Bay
toward the Cityfront,
they came up behind
us on the same point
| of sail. They blasted
— — past us, close on either
Val and Greg Gillen snapped an iconic shot gjde! We were so ex-
that will live in their memory. cited that we didn't get
any photos. They were so close that we could hear the whine/
hum of their rigs. Greg and one of the helmsmen exchanged
salutes.
It was an exciting day to add to our stash of golden sailing
memories!

Val & Greg Gillen
Grimsby, Cal 39
Los Altos

f{HELMETS FOR ALL OR JUST A FEW?

I was a little surprised at the editor's dismay at Governor
Jerry Brown's veto of the mandatory helmet law for snow-
boarders and skiers under 18. What would the reaction be
if the proposed law were to mandate wearing safety helmets
at all times when sailing? After all, a boom to the head could
be quite dangerous. I'm sure insurance companies and the
manufacturers of safety helmets would support it.

Charlie Wilson
Planet Earth

Charlie — In our opinion you're trying to compare a signifi-
cant problem to a nearly insignificant one. In the case of young
snowboarders and skiers, whacking one’s head on a hard
surface — the ground, a tree, a tower base, or someone else’s
skull, isn't uncommon. Getting hit hard in the head with a boom
— which can certainly be lethal — just isn't that common.

1 {DITCHING PIRATES FOR DEADHEADS
We want to give the Richmond YC a big thumbs up for
having a 'Deadhead' theme to their famous Great Pumpkin
Regatta. In these days of real pirates kidnapping and killing
cruisers on a regular basis, it's hard for many of us to find
'pirate’ themes cute anymore. Deadheads, on the other hand,
have always been fun and playful. Give the Richmond YC folks

a hug for us, will you?

Rod & Elisabeth Lambert
Proximity, Swan 41
Currently in Whangarei, New Zealand

Rod and Elisabeth — Consider it done.
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Almar Marinas

Join one Almar Marina and you have reciprocal privileges at any of
Almar’s 17 locations from San Francisco to San Diego and out to Hawaii.
Programs included in your slips fees:*Boat Handling Classes*Navigation
Courses*Electrical Courses*Anchor Outs*Seminars on Local Destinations.

almar.com

EST. 1973
S5an Diego®Cabrillo Isle Marina®Marina del Rey™Marina del Rey Marina®Channel Islands Harbor® Bahia Marina®

Anacapa lsle Marina® Peninsula Marina*Westport Marina®*Ventura Harbor*Ventura Isle Marina®5an Francisco
Bay®Treasure Isle Marina®Jack London Square®lack London Square Marina®Oakland*NEast Basin Marina
“WWest Basin Marina®Embarcadero Marina®Union Point Marina®Alameda®Ballena 1sle Marina®Martinez™
*Martinez Marina®CA Delta®RiverPoint Landing®Honolulu®Kewalo Basin Harbor®Oahu®lroguois Marina®
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- NEW
- USED
- REFINANCE

ESSEX

CREDIT

Boat Loans
Made Easyg

Let our 30 years of experience go to work for you!

Richard Tressler
866-377-3948 ext. 1047008

www.essexcredit.com

EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY LENDER

Loan Amounts from $25,000
Instant Loan Approvals* ® 90 Days to First Payment*

*Subject to Loan Program Guidelines and Credit Approval
Reference Code = MAR931
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THJREMEMBERING LEADING LADY — AND STEWS

I saw your ‘Lectronic article about the demise of Leading
Lady. A sad end for sure. I owned Leading Lady from '80 to '82,
at which time I sold my interest to Bob Klein. A Doug Peterson-
designed custom Two Tonner, Leading Lady was quite the boat
in her day, which was the heyday of the International Offshore
Rule (IOR). We sailed her to victory in the St. Francis YC Big
Boat Series, the Danforth Series and our YRA division.

But perhaps Leading Lady’s biggest victory came when we
took her to San Diego in '80 to challenge the San Diego YC for
the San Francisco Perpetual Challenge Cup. This venerable
Cup had been
held by San
Diego YC for
the previous
five years, and
they were de-
termined to
keep it. We
put together
an all-star
team with Tom
Blackaller as
skipper, and
Steve Taft,
Doug Holm, John Ravizza, Tad Lacey, Skip Stevely, Mark
Mamar, Ken Gardner, my boat partner Stan Reisch, and
myself as crew. San Diego YC, as was permitted under the
rules, brought two boats to the starting line for this match
race. Their first boat was Forte, their heavy-weather choice,
skippered by Malin Burnham. Their second boat was Dust'em,
their light-air boat, skippered by Robbie Haines.

Just before the warning signal, they elected to go with their
light air boat Dust ‘em. After all, we were racing in San Diego,
a venue notable for light air. But their choice turned out to
be a mistake, as the wind came up after the start and blew
between 13 and 18 knots for most of the race. Having been op-
timized for racing on windy San Francisco Bay, Leading Lady
just loved the stronger than usual conditions in San Diego.
As I recall, we even shifted down to our #2 jib for the last leg.
Able to sail higher and faster, we led the entire race, and the
final margin of victory was in excess of two minutes.

But the fun didn't end when we crossed the finish line, for
on the way back to the San Diego YC for the victory celebra-
tion, we came across a boat full of Pacific Southwest Airlines
flight attendants who were having a bachelorette party for one
of their group.
They were
all in biki-
nis and look-
- ing for some
male compa-
ny. We happily
i obliged, and
about two-
thirds of our
happy crew
jumped ship
and got on
the girls' boat.
Those of us
who had wives
waiting for us at the dock thought better of that idea and
brought Leading Lady back in. However, one of the flight at-
tendants came on Leading Lady, and Steve Taft promptly tied

'Leading Lady' in her heyday.

oy

The very hospitable flight attendants of PSA gra-
ciously congratulated the crew as only they could.




Henry and Stewart's excetlent ';regatta

When Henry Brauer and Stewart Neff asked-North-Sails to-help prepare their J/105
Scimitar for the 2011 North American Championships-in Marblehead, MA, no stone
was left unturned. After agrueling 11-race series with 42-J/105s competing,

the Scimitar team proudly hoisted the winning trophy. The design, -

sales, Certified Sail Care™ and Class Sail Development™ staffat

North are also-proud to have helped the Scimitarteam develop —

the boatspeed and confidence they needed to achleve sucgess

~_success story of your own.
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AlS Made Easy!

Latest, most cost-effective
collision-avoidance solution

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers
enable AlS-capable chart plotters and navigation
software to see other vessels. AIS transponders
allow other vessels to see you.

MMSI: 312345678
Towing Vessel

346
47°44.296'N 122°27.312'W

Navigation software displaying AlS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS
solutions. Visit our web site for information on:
& AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
& AIS Transponders - including Class B AlS
& Navigation Software
& Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product
online and use
coupon code
“LAT38"to get free
shipping in the U.S.

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www. MilltechMarine.com
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her to the rigging. We were quite the sight when the two boats
arrived at the San Diego YC ready to celebrate our victory.

Leading Lady was a great IOR boat, but that was as far as it
went. Once the IOR rule — which favored bumped-out beams
and pinched sterns — faded into history, so did she. Leading
Lady's typical
IOR shape al-
lowed her to sail
fast to the rule,
but made her
a beast down-
wind. Even the
great Blackaller
had trouble con-
trolling her on
a run. In fact,
I remember a
windy race on
the Bay when
Tom drove her into such a hard round-down that the tip of
the top spreader of our three-speader rig broke.

I have many fond memories of my racing days on Leading
Lady. May she rest in peace.

What a trophy!

Bruce Munro
Princess, Sabre 402
St. Francis YC

Bruce — Although we weren't there, we well remember
the reports of Leading Lady'’s victory and party in San Diego.
For younger readers to better understand the significance of
hooking up with a bunch of PSA stewardesses on San Diego
Bay, we need to remind everyone what flying was like back
in ‘80s. There were no security checks and not many rules
back then. If you were running late, you just abandoned your
rental car in _front of the terminal, sprinted down to your gate
with whatever bags you
had, and dashed onto
the plane seconds before
it pulled away from the
gate. If you were flying
PSA, it was your lucky
day, because almost all
the stewardesses were
about 20, cute and fun-
loving. Furthermore,
they were decked out
in Swingin’ Sixties mod
“ outfits with the shortest
of skirts and go-go boots.
If it was a late afternoon
or evening flight, by the
time the plane was half-
way to San Francisco,
the stewardesses would
have usually congregated
in the back of the plane
where everyone would smoke, drink and flirt likke there was
no tomorrow. PSA even had a couple of L-1011 wide-bodies
equipped with stand-up bars. Flying was _fun back then. A lot
more fun than trying to drive an IOR boat on a run from the
Farallones.

If you'll indulge us on another trip down memory lane, your
Leading Lady story reminds us of an even greater match racing
upset in that same era. We can't remember what trophy was
being competed for, but it pitted Dave Allen’s world-conquering

The PSA stews were the 'Leading Ladies'
of the skies.
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Spring sailing starts now!

Lift capacity 35 tons

Sprayed Racing
Bottoms

Full Painting Service

Fiberglass & Gelcoat
Repairs

Rigging Repairs
& Installation

Electrical Repairs
& Installation

Engine Service
& Repowering

Propeller Installation
& Tuning

Wood Hull Repairs
& Caulking

Teak & Non-Skid Deck
Repairs

Want to have your boat
completely ready to race
or cruise this spring?
Then now is the perfect
time to take care of
those repairs, upgrades,
bottom paint, etc. — and
be enjoying the full

benefits in the spring!

Call us to schedule your haulout today!

PETTIT ..~ & Panda

maring paint Hawk Rigging
- e Now at Berkeley
M‘EH!P x Im‘lux Marine Center

yachipaint.com

M

In Berkeley Marina ¢ 510-843-8195 ¢ www.berkeleymarine.com

The yard that works for you!

Chandlery & Fuel Dock Open 7 Days Mon-Fri8to5 e Sat & Sun9to5
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Your Sailing
Resource!

* Specialty Hardware
* Technical Apparel

visit westmarine.com to shop our
New One Design offerings

Your Complete Rigging Source!

Installation ¢ Lifelines * Running Rigging
Standing Rigging * Dock & Anchor Lines

Mobile Rigging Service Available

SCHAEFER
PIPWERIITITE |\ lakii&ss oam
e \ JOliSo
comeon CHEE i
<t holmatro  facnor: &y erine
Smart HARKEN

The Intelligent Choice

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Alameda, CA San Diego, CA Seattle, WA
730 Buena Vista Ave. 1250 Rosecrans St. 1275 Wastlake Ave. N
(510) 521-4865 (619) 255-8844 (206) 926-0 1

westmarine.com/rigging
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Holland 40 Imp from the San Francisco YC against Les Har-
lander’s black-hulled Richmond YC-based production built C&C
40 Mirage on the Central Bay. As expected, Imp and her all-star
crew pulled out to an early and comfortable lead in what looked
to be a not-very-exciting race. But Mirage somehow managed
to always stay within shouting distance. Then, at the start
of the last windward leg to the finish line, the wind came up
strong. Although overpowered, the much stiffer Mirage could
sail higher and faster than the even more overpowered Imp.
With not enough time to change to a smaller headsail, all the
Imp crew could do was watch as the production boat and boys
from the "lesser” Richmond YC rolled ‘em to take the trophy.
As we recall, even the winners could hardly believe what had
happened.

1| LEADING LADY'S LEGACY

While reading the October 14 edition of Lectronic, I learned
of the imminent demise of Leading Lady, the Peterson 40 that
my late husband Bob co-owned and then owned outright for
anumber of years. As I recently
‘x sat in Bob's office, I could look
up on the wall and see many
photos of Leading Lady and her
dear crew.

Latitude may not know that
I donated Leading Lady to the
California Maritime Academy
in '94 after Bob died. After all,
a used IOR war horse couldn't
have brought her worth in re-
sale, and being aluminum, she
needed TLC. I liked the idea
that the Maritime Academy is
located where the freshwater
& of California's major rivers flow
into the Bay, as it might be

= easier on her aluminum hull.
A touching tribute to a lovely Alas the midshipmen wanted
'Lady". her closer to the racing venues,
which meant the salty waters of the Berkeley Marina became
her new home.

Many a young sailor, a few of them female, such as the
champion Liz Baylis, honed their sailing skills under Bob's
genial — except on the race course — guidance. Yes, Bob was
a hard-driving racer, but he also justly deserved the affection-
ate nickname of 'Big Daddy'.

We bought Lady from Stanley Reich, her original owner.
To make the price right', Stanley was invited to come along
for the first few races of Bob's ownership. Mike Trimbel, our
great foredeckman, loved to tell the story of a dreadful ocean
race — probably a Drakes Bay Race — when the wind fell so
light that it was dawn before Lady finally crossed the finish
line in front of the St. Francis YC. Mike starting packing the
spinnaker down below near where Stanley had enjoyed a good
night's sleep.

"Have we finished?" Stanley asked.

"Yes," Mike answered wearily.

"Good," said Stanley, stretching from his comfortable night
of sleep. "We on Leading Lady aren't quitters."

COURTESY BRUCE MUNRO

Doris Klein
Bay Area

1BIG PARACHUTE FLARES ARE THE BOMB
A couple of months ago we had a flare demonstration at
Oakland Marinas as part of our annual BBQ, and I thought




INSURING YACHTS
FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Providing Cruisers and Racers All Over the World
with Prompt, Reliable Service since 1959

MARINERS * Contact Us for a Quote

GENERAL INSURANCE GROUP

® Seattle |
800:823-2798 "
&

Exclusive Racing Sailboat Program
MARINERS 06((/44&/@) Program

Mexi TransPac

exico o =
South America Pacific Cup San Diego !
South Pacific PV / Cabo Races 800-639-0002%
Caribbean Caribbean Regattas -

Mediterranean www.marinersins.com

QUALITY COVERAGE AVAILABLE IN MEXICO

Mariners Insurance Mexico offers insurance programs -
for health, homes, autos, motorcycles and yachts in Mexico. Puerto Vallarta
52-322-297-6440 °

East Coast

e Bradenton, FL
INSURABCE MEXLCO Corporate Office: 206 Riverside Ave., Suite A, Newport Beach, CA 92663 / Ins. Lic. #0D36887 800-914-9928

www.marinersmexico.com

SAUSALITO

KONA KAI

Al A BET N A

e Full service
engine shop

gl

Cl‘osest Marina
in San Diego to
the Open Ocean

* We service all makes

e Slips Available from 30-ft to 200-ft
e Liveaboard slip fee

e Dockside facilities

¢ Mobile service trucks fﬁg% I-Islto;légi-y for
e Kona Kai Club
Family Member-
VANMAH <hip Discount with

1-year lease

marine e Phone & Cable TV
hook-up, free wifi = )
P.O. BOX 2008 / 69 LIBERTY SHIP WAY e SAUSALITO, CA 94966 . .
Adjacent to Schoonmaker Pt. Marina * Free pumpout Guest slips available
415033205478 www.konakaimarina.com

www.listmarine.com (619) 224-7547
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Outboard Engine Owners:

WE UNDERSTAND

When an engine dies, there's
no walking home — just
costly repairs, lost vacation
time, and lost revenues.

Don't find yourself in this boat.
Regular maintenance prevents
expensive repairs.

We are your experts for outboard
diagnostics, repair, repower, sales
and service.

* Factory-trained and certified techs
* Open six days a week
* New and used engines bought and sold

* One-year warranty on all work performed
and used engine sales

* Three-year warranty on all new engines

INFLATABLE, FIBERGLASS

AND GELCOAT REPAIR

MARINE OUTBOARD

since 1990
OUTBOARD SALES, SERVICE, REPAIR, PARTS

Nissan Honda
Tohatsu Mariner
Johnson Mercury
Evinrude Yamaha

35 Libertyship Way ¢ Sausalito, CA 94965

If we're not maintaining your outboard,
you've missed the boat!

~

Conveniently located at Libertyship Marina

G J

LETTERS

readers might be interested in the results. The demonstration
uncovered several surprises. The first was that about one-
third of the mariners present had never fired a flare of any
kind. The second was that about half of the outdated flare
gun shells were duds. So maybe those expiration dates really
do mean something!

The biggest eye-opener was realizing, after setting off a
bunch of small handheld flares and shooting small flare guns,
how not particularly visible they were
during the day. They weren't that
bright and didn't stay in the air that
long. If that's all you had and you
wanted to be seen, you'd need to have
a bunch of them and fire them off at
10-second intervals.

After being underwhelmed by the
smaller flares, we fired off the big
gun with a hand-held parachute
flare. What a huge difference! That
thing had a real kick, and flew about
twice as high in the air as the smaller
ones. It was way more visible, too, as
it hung in the air much longer. It's
Parachute flares give you {rue that the larger flares cost about
more bang for your buck. 40 each but, for my money, I would
rather have a couple of these than a box of the little guys. I'd
love to hear comments from other boaters.

Chris McKay
Marina Manager, Oakland Marinas

Chris — To be fair to the flare manufacturers, different flares
are designed for different purposes. If someone is looking for
you and you want to be seen, there is no substitute for the
largest parachute flares.

1 JSTANDING UP FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN

Fucking brilliant! That's our reaction to your reaction to
being 'denounced' by some unknown person(s) to Mexico's
Department of Migracion for putting on the Ha-Ha.

We're reminded of the adage ascribed to the Buddha in
which he teaches us that "there is no problem from which
we cannot simply walk away." I suspect that Buddha would
be onboard for sailing, too.

If 'they' ever get you down, know that at least one family
thanks you for your 'work' in Mexico. My son's life, for ex-
ample, will forever be enriched by our time in Mexico, which
was inspired by the Poobah and the Latitude staff. See you
at Ha-Ha 21 for another lap!

Burke, Kacey & Quinn Stancill
Isis, Allied Princess 36
Piers Island, B.C.

Burke, Kacey and Quinn — Thanks for the nice words. We
suppose that we believe in a modified kind of Buddhism — we
think there are problems that you can't and shouldn’t walk
away_from. For example, we believe it's important to stand. firm
against bullies and corruption, even if you have to sacrifice to
do it. If we and others don't, the results are devastating for
all of society. It doesn’'t mean you go looking for trouble, but it
does mean that you shouldn't be intimidated into abandoning
basic human principles.

For those who didn't read the November 9 'Lectronic item
that your letter refers to, it read as follows:

Hating the Grand Poobah and the Ha-Ha

November 9, 2011 — Cabo San Lucas, B.C.S.
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MARITIME £ # INSTITUTE
Captain’s
License
Training
Mar a Cou u!
m San Rafael  San Diego
On-line e

Our Courses Are USCG Approved and
Taught By Professional Grade Instructors!

v 6Pack /100 Ton v Able Seaman

v Radar and Radar Renewal

v/ FCC License Exam - MROP
Marine Radio Operator Permit

Call Today 888-262-8020
com

7

on North Sails
quality, durability
& performance! \

dlretls

It's easy to measure your own br::at
and SAVE on the world's best
cruising and racing sails. Logonto
northsailsdirect.net :

or call 888-424-7328. el wir

(3) BLUERUSH BOARDIFQWFS

The Bay Area’s
Largest SUP
Retailer!

WWW.BLLIERLI-SHBCIARDS PORTS.coMm

STANDUPPADRLDPLE o RACES
TOURS o CLINICS o CAMPS

WELCOME TO
BLUERUSH

Introductory lessons every Saturday
morning from 10 - 11:30 AM
Private lessons by appointment
Beg - Adv Clinics

© SUP Club with ongoing events
© Fun race series throughout the year
© Kids clinics and camps

© Yoga, Pilates and fitness classes

Let us come to you anywhere in the Bay Area
with boards and professional instruction in our
new Bluerush Sprinter Van.

Guided Bay Trips on our 28’ Bluerush
Protector Boat.

Ask about our downwinder trips too.

Call Us! (415) 3399112
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WHALESPOINT

MARINE & HARDWARE CO.

A Famiy Ownep & Operarep Business
¢~ For THree Generations ACE

Hardware

MARINE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, PLUS A COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS
G".l Rigging Knife OR,ON Alert/Locate

Comes with case Deluxe Kit

Comes complete
with flare gun,
flares, whistle, flag,
info CD...dllina
waterproof case.

List $149.99

Now $992°

Only $89.99 after

$10 mailin rebate, good until 12-31-11

GOLDBRAID

Nylon Dock Lines
With approx 12" loop in 1 end.

Now $21%°

Gul Deck Boots

Stay dry and

warm. 100%

natural rubber,

removable

inner cushion,

nonsslip sole,

reinforced

heel and toe.

Mid calf length and knee high boots.
Short: NOW $49ﬂ
Tall: NOW $59ﬂ

E\I;OAI'ING LANTERN

3/8"x15..8§10% 1/2'x20'..§16%
3/8"x20'..§12%2 5/8"x20'..$24%
1/2'x15'..616% 5/8"x25'...§29%

FARIA

Instruments

$249s

& Up

Large size

flashlight is

waterproof,

which means it floats

and comes with 6V battery.

SEADOG

Floating Winch Handle

BLACK & DECKER

12V DustBusterw/ 16’ cord

8" Locking NOW $28”

10" locking NOW' $2992 Plugs in fo your 12V Cigarette Lighter
ocking 22

outlet. Perfect for car & boat.

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
510-233-1988 - FAX 233-1989

Mon-Sat: 8:30am - S5pm ¢ Sun: 10am - 4pm * whalepoint@acehardware.com
Go to WhalePointMarine.com for additional discounts!
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Shortly before the start of the Ha-Ha, we mentioned that
there are certain people who appear to be obsessed with hat-
ing the event and/or the Grand Poobah. Those who doubted
us should have been at the Baja Cantina Beach Party for
the Ha-Ha fleet last Friday. As we were getting set to be the
target of the 'Anti-Authoritarian Water Balloon Attack on the
Poobah', one of this year's new events, we were visited by three
officials from Migracion. Over the course of the next hour,
they informed us that we were the subject of a denunciation
by person or persons unknown, and that we would have to
be present for an investigation the following Monday. It was
unfortunate, because it meant the water balloon attack on
us had to be rushed so the Ha-Ha group could clear the area
for a previously scheduled wedding. But that's life.

We showed up on time at Migracion on Monday, accompa-
nied by the General Manager and Manager of IGY's Cabo San
Lucas Marina, and Ismael of Baja Cantina. Victor, the Cabo
ship's agent, had hoped to be there also, but had pressing
business at the last minute that prevented it. It was no big
deal, as we were only allowed to see the administrator han-
dling the case with a translator, Enrique Rivera, and a friend,
who was Ismael. The administrator showed us the denuncia-
tion against us, which was about 20 pages long, and clearly
took lots of time and money to put together. It accused the
Poobah of working illegally in Mexico, and the Ha-Ha fleet of
leaving the beaches of Mexico filthy, polluting the water with
oil, and generally being about the worst curse to ever befall
Mexico.

When we asked who had filed the denunciation, the admin-
istrator said it had been done by a front organization, which
meant the identity of the real person making the attack can
never be found. "I can tell you that it was filed in Ensenada,"
said the administrator, "and could have been done by a Mexi-
can or even some angry American."

Anyway, the administrator allowed us to give our side of the
story, which was that all Ha-Ha activities in Mexico are put
on by Mexican businesses, and that the Poobah and Ha-Ha
in no way profit from them. To back this up, we showed the
administrator photos of the Poobah with the smiling Mayor of
Turtle Bay, and with the Port Captain and Immigration heads
in San Carlos, who had come up to Bahia Santa Maria specifi-
cally to clear Ha-Ha boats into Mexico. We also explained that
it was one of the top priorities of the Ha-Ha to leave all beaches
cleaner than we found them, and that any coward who made
accusations to the contrary was either ignorant or a liar.

It was a meeting that went on for several hours, mostly
in Spanish, and was very educational. The administrator
explained that anyone in Mexico can file an anonymous
denunciation against anyone else, and it was Migracion's
responsibility to investigate. When we asked him if they got
many, he pointed to the file cabinet behind him and rolled
his eyes. He said it was not uncommon for Americans to file
them against other Americans. When we later left the build-
ing, we noticed a post office-like box where people could drop
off denunciations.

We found the administrator to be extremely competent. He
took the charges in the denunciation seriously, but he also
took our responses to the accusations every bit as seriously.
By the time it was all over, he had created a three-page single-
spaced document that would have taken someone in the U.S.
courts a month to create. It stated his finding, which was that
we hadn't polluted, and that we hadn't collected money in
Mexico, but that we had been in a small technical violation
because we didn't have 'MC of beach events' on the back of
our FM3 visa.
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BUY A SLIP - Save money and earn equity! Save on your annual rental cost. Enjoy tax savings as a slip owner. Enjoy low

maintenance as an investment property. Emery Cove Yacht Harbor is the only marina on the Bay with FEE SIMPLE (not a grounds lease)
dockominium ownership. Listings start at $32,000.

RENT A SLIP - 35-60 slips, rates from $9 to $10.
WIRELESS INTERNET -free. MARINA GUARD °© - Ground fault monitoring

—_— o e
=

% Emeryville Yacht Club,

. 2 Mathiesen Marine, :
‘g Michael Wiest Yacht Sales
T & Saillime
: on premises

. C & |

CALL FOR A MARKETING PACKAGE 510-428:0505

3300 Powell Street, Emeryville, CA 94608 ¢ www.emerytove.com ¢ Email: info
|

@em’erycove.com
I

License #OE32738 I
‘, MARINE INSURANCE l&
AGENCY, INC.

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”
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At The Antioch Marina
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Shop Your Renewal & $ave  Flexible Survey Requirements

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

Broad Navigational Areas e Liveaboards

Years of unbeatable experience to match your needs to the right product.
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BACON SAILS AND MARINE SUPPLIES

116 Legion Avenue Annapolis MD 21401
(410) 263-4880

www.BoatlnsuranceOnly.com ¢ (800) 259-5701
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- S - l When the administrator said there was going to be a small
0 gln a.l S fine because we were in a small technical violation of the law,
it was a tie between Enrique and Ismael to see who could first
say who was going to pay for it on behalf of the Ha-Ha and
Winter Discounts Sta rt NOW! the Poobah. The amount of the fine will be determined later,
but the administrator said it would probably be somewhere
in the range of $100-$300. It didn't make any difference to
him if the fine was going to be paid by the marina and/or
Baja Cantina. Further, he thanked the Poobah and the Ha-
Ha for all we have done for Mexico. He pointed out that our
FMS3 needed to be updated by December, and that if we added
party host for Ha-Ha on the back, we would have no similar
trouble in the future.

Hate usually pays poor returns. In this case, whoever went
to all the time and expense of trying to get us and the Ha-Ha in
trouble with the Mexi-
can authorities came
. out the big loser. A
lot of psych experts
contend that hate is
both a cry for help by
insecure people and
the externalization
- of some amount of

- self-hatred. We don't
know about any of

R - — - that, but we do know
Wait a minute! Who slipped a Viagra into our that for less than $10

Zen garden?!

LATITUDE / RICHARD

you can buy a Zen
garden that will fit nicely on most chart tables. And we know
that working the sands of one's garden is much more pro-
ductive than becoming the slave of others by virtue of hating
them. Peace."

1 {MIGRACION WAS DOING THEIR JOB
I'm really appalled that some person(s) filed a denunciation
against the Grand Poobah, and that Migracion even went to the

1 ile i trouble of dragging you into their office. The Ha-Ha is a great
Brlng_ your sails in for _a program, and the worst that is leftover is the carnage from the
Compllmentary evaluation water balloon fight with the fleet's kids — mine included.

. . . . What struck me as funny is where the denunciation was
At_ Hogin Sails we pride ourgelves on work.mg made — Ensenada. I was there two weeks before delivering
with our customers and their boats to design and Concordia back to the States. It was the most disgusting port
manufacture the sails you need. With 35 years of that I've seen in a long time. There was floating garbage, murky
sailing experience and more than 20 years in the water — I even saw the body of a dead pit bull lying under
sailmaking businesss, our sail designer will help the stern of a boat on the rails.
. - . Keep up the great work. If you need to pass the hat around
you increase your boat speed and efficiency with to pay your 'fine’, I'l chip in.
a new Hogin Sail. Craig Moyle
Concordia, Cape North 43
Carmichael

Craig — Thanks for the support. A couple of thoughts: 1)
Migracion was just doing their job, and we thought the adminis-
trator was fair; 2) As we told the administrator, we are delighted
to be guests in Mexico, so we're naturally happy to comply with
all their laws; 3) The Ha-Ha always uses biodegradeable water
balloons, and our normal policy is that when the throwing is
over, we recruit all the participating kids to help pick up the
bits, even if they are biodegradable; 4) As for Ensenada, it's a
busy commercial port, and like much of Mexico, they are still
getting the hang of the clean environment thing.

(510) 523-4388

1| THE KINDNESS OF THE MEXICAN NAVY
As a lifelong sailor, I've enjoyed Latitude for many years,
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Imagine yourself in 20 acres of park-like beauty just off
the San Joaquin River — channel marker 41.

Imagine your boat at a friendly, clean and relaxing marina.

THIS IS OWL HARBOR!

Monthly Berths and Guest Slips available e Yacht Clubs always welcome

www.owlharbor.com (916) 777-6055
1550 W. Twitchell Island Road <+ Isleton, CA 95641

Ballenger Spar Systems, Inc. ! PICK ONE

Custom Racing and Cruising Spars World's highest source of
Expert Design and Consultation 100% natural Omeg a-3s

e Carbon and Aluminum spars

* Rod and wire rigging

¢ Hi-tech and conventional halyards
e Spar kits, extrusion

* Repair and modification

¢ Custom fabrication, waterjet and cNC

» Hardware, sheaves, spreaders

¢ Bay Area pick-up and delivery

® Discounts on halyards, standing rigging, deck
hardware, furlers, Navtec integral cylinders D D

e Over 40 years experience!

Call about Carbon Spars. Eat Mila — Save Two Lives
Masts  Booms ¢ Poles (Yours and the fish!)
www.ballengerspars.com Inshore <+ Offshore < At Home
831/763-1196 Find the answer at:
831/763-1198 (fax) L www.rtwilk.lifemax.net )
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Yacht owners trust

—Pacific Crest Canvas—

for the best in design, service and quality.

We strive to make our products the
Highest Quality at the Best Prices
Specializing in:

Baja Awnings
Lightweight and waterproof
Durable and easy to launch

Multiple side screen configurations
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Affordable designs
High quality materials
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Includes shade screens
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and would like to share an interesting experience with your
readers.

We departed San Diego three days after the Ha-Ha, and
arrived in Cabo two days before the first Ha-Ha arrivals. It
seems my 1,000-hp downwind 'sails' did very well on this
trip. Actually, my sportfishing boat Koulakani caught up with
the Ha-Ha fleet in Bahia Santa Maria, where we anchored
off Profligate’s beam. We certainly enjoyed the Ha-Ha beach
activities, and want to thank the Grand Poobah for including
us in the fun of the well-organized event.

The real purpose of this letter is to forward a photo of the
Mexican Navy boarding Koulakani in calm waters 30 miles
south of Ensenada. As you can see, the sailors were heav-
ily armed and at
least one of them
wore a mask to hide
his identity. Once
we were boarded, it
was much like the
U.S. Coast Guard
inspections I have
undergone in my
45 years of sailing
— but with a spe-
cial twist. As they
came alongside, our
main fresh water
line ruptured in the 100-degree engine room. Without asking,
one of their professional and efficient crew asked for some
tools and some replacement hose. Then he made the repairs
for us! After accepting a soda and our thanks, they quickly
got underway again.

This is just one small example of the kindness and con-
sideration extended to me by our neighbors to the south.
Koulakani will enjoy another season of fishing the Sea of
Cortez, and will continue to enjoy the hospitality extended
by the people and government of Mexico.

Art Dunn, owner

Jim Perell, Tony Albano, & Gary Wellwood, crew
Koulalcani, Ocean Alexander 48

Orangevale

Art found the Mexican Navy to be courteous
and very helpful.

Art and Crew — Thanlks for the kind words. Your view of
the Mexican Navy and of the Mexican people is the same as
ours. We West Coast mariners are so lucky to have a place like
Mexico so close.

1 {COUNT US IN!

We're totally up for your idea of a SoCal Ha-Ha from Santa
Barbara to Newport Beach with stops at Santa Cruz Island,
Paradise Cove, Redondo Beach, Two Harbors and Newport
Beach. It would be a great warm-up for the real Ha-Ha, which
we plan to do next year. I don't think you'd have any trouble
getting 30 boatowners interested.

Ron Betzing
Desperado, Catalina 42
San Diego

1 {HOORAY FOR A SOCAL HA-HA!

I usually read every issue of Latitude thoroughly, but I
missed the apparently obscure mention of a possible SoCal
Ha-Ha. Just do it! I have no doubt you could get the minimum
of 30 boats. In fact, I think you could probably get almost that
many from San Diego alone.

So many of us would love to do the Baja Ha-Ha, but are
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Serene winter scene at Marina Village.

You can have all the
excitement you want on the
Bay, but you'll always find
serenity at Marina Village,
protected from winter storms
and summer fog.

F o~

Limited prime slips
now available. Come for a tour!

MARINA VILLAGE

Much More than Just a Marina
www.marinavillageharbor.com

(510) 521-0905
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unable to for a number of reasons — time and the Bash back
being two of them. But a two-week cruise of the best cruising
areas on the West Coast, such as you have described, would
be great. The start would be easily be accessible from most
California marinas in two days, allowing for your suggested
10-day cruise from Santa Barbara to Newport Beach to be
completed in a typical two-week vacation span. Plus it would
be a great opportunity to explore and appreciate one of our
unique National Parks.

You said that you "may not need another sailing event," but
we do. To steal a line from Steve Jobs, it would be a cruise
"for the rest of us."

Nat Antler
Natiki, Catalina 320
San Diego

1{"I COULD GET ONBOARD WITH A SOCAL HA-HA"

I would be interested in participating in a SoCal Ha-Ha.
As a Bay Area resident and working stiff with minimum time
off, I could get onboard with this event.

Andy Smith
Tilligo, Union 36
Coyote Point Marina

Andy — The only caution we would give you is that unless
you have time to wait for a weather window coming back north
along the Central Coast, it can be a rough trip back to San
Francisco.

1 /DEBATING RULES BEFORE THERE'S A RALLY

We would love to do the SoCal Ha-Ha — but please, please,
please allow boats as small as 25 feet! We understand the ra-
tionale for the Baja Ha-Ha requiring boats of at least 27 feet,
but for our local Southern California cruising, a well-found
25-footer with a reasonably experienced crew should be more
than adequate and able to keep up.

An example of a suitable vessel might be a Catalina 250,
with a solid lead keel and an outboard with an alternator. She
would be appropri-
ately equipped for
local cruising with
. a VHF, GPS, two
anchors, enclosed
marine head with
holding tank, fresh
water system, stove,
ice chest, BBQ,
charts, dinghy

- with outboard, and
A Catalina 250 sailed by experienced sailors a whisker pole or
would certainly qualify for the SoCal Ha-Ha. cruising spinnaker.
She can motor at 5.5 knots and sail about the same speed in
a reasonable breeze.

I would suggest that the profile of a "reasonably experi-
enced crew" might be a couple who, although never having
done any real cruising, have sailed on and off in Southern
California for some 25 years, have previously owned three
other sailboats — a MacGregor 25, a Cal 34 and a Catalina
30 — have sailed out of nearly all of Southern California’s
harbors, have been to many of the Channel Islands, and years
ago made an extended coastal cruise from Marina del Rey to
Princess Louisa Inlet in Canada and back, anchoring most
nights along the coast.

In addition, the profile may happen to include sailing in
San Francisco Bay and in the Delta — and hoping to sign




SAN FRANCISCO
BOATWORKS

San Francisco’s boatyard | sfboatworks.com
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*
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When you're halfway to the Farallones
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up for the next Delta Doo Dah — and sailing in Lake Tahoe.
If boat speed were an issue, such a couple would be glad to
leave early when needed, and would motor when necessary
to keep up. This couple might even have been dreaming of
doing the Baja Ha-Ha ever since reading about the first ones
in Latitude, and may be getting closer to a point in their lives
where it’s feasible.

As luck would have it, we do happen to know of a vessel as
described above — ours — and a couple that meets the profile
— us. Submitted with high hopes and fingers crossed!

Don & Linda Murphy
It'll Do, Catalina 250
Camarillo

Don and Linda — You say that you've never done any "real
cruising” but you sailed from Southern California to beautiful
Princess Louisa Inlet in Canada and back? If that isn't real’
cruising, we don't what would be. The Baja Ha-Ha sometimes
gives special dispensation to owners of boats less than 27 feet.
We've allowed a couple of 24-footers and one 20-footer. Given
your experience, you'd have no trouble making the SoCal Ha-
Ha, assuming we decide to go ahead with it.

1 {DON'T PASS UP CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR

I recently joined the board of the Channel Islands YC,
which is really trying to build up both the club and our har-
bor. Having learned that you are considering starting a SoCal
Ha-Ha, I'm wondering if you might consider starting the event
at Channel Islands Harbor or at least including our venue in
your event.

I know that Santa Barbara, which you mentioned as a
possible starting point, can get quite crowded, while here at
Channel Islands we have many open slips. Because of the good
turning basin, nice yacht clubs, and several new restaurants,
Channel Islands is a real sailor's harbor. The Channel Islands
Marina has all brand new slips and we're working with them
to promote their marina, too.

Dan Jordan
Channel Islands YC

Dan — We're quite familiar with Channel Islands Harbor
because, until a few years ago, it was home to one of the few
factilities in California that was able to haul a cat with a 30-ft
beam.

We're mulling over the SoCal Ha-Ha concept, and trying to
determine whether there would be too many obstacles in put-
ting on such an event in California. But given your interest and
open space, if we go ahead, we'll certainly try to include you.

f{ONE MORE FOR THE SOCAL HA-HA
I think a SoCal Ha-Ha is a great idea! I'm a member of the
Ventura YC, and have been sailing out to Santa Cruz Island
and points south for over 30 years. I sail a J/30, and your
suggested itinerary sounds wonderful. I know at least 10
boats from Ventura YC alone that would join a cruise of this
type. It's such a great idea that I hope it can happen.
Larry Thompson
Lotta Zuma, J/30
Ventura
Larry — Based on the letters we've published and others,
we're going to make some phone calls in December and see what
kind of obstacles there might be to hosting such an event.

TJPLEASE HELP ID THIS TED BREWER DESIGN
I'm researching a Ted Brewer-designed sailboat that I'm
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very interested in, and based on a photo of her with the Golden

Gate in the background, you might know something about

her. I wonder if any of your readers know where she was built,
how she sails, and so forth.

Gerald S. Pajon

bayviewtradingcorp@gmail.com

Gerald — Unless
we're mistalken, she’'s
Millenium Falcon, a
60-ft Brewer three-
masted schooner
that Alameda’s Mi-
chael Ganahl and
Leslie Hardy sailed
in the '00 and '06
Ha-Ha's. We're not
sure if they still own
T E —— the boat, but if they
IR or anyone else wants
Ifyou have any information on 'Millenium Fal- {5 share information
con', Gerald would like to hear from you. with you, they can

= e

reach you via email.

1| CANADIANS PAYING CALIFORNIA TAX

I wouldn't be so sure when Latitude says that a Canadian
boat passing through California might not be assessed per-
sonal property tax. Several years ago I talked to a couple who
had two boats, one in the Northwest and one in Florida. They
sold the one here and brought the Florida boat around.

They happened to be in California on inventory day, and
were assessed the tax. They hired an attorney to fight the
county that had assessed the tax. I'm told that the attorney
eventually gave the retainer back, saying that while he was
sure he could win the case, he was shocked that he still
wouldn't be able to get their $6,000 back.

The Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA) has made
things a little friendlier in Washington, but still believes the
state needs to do more. In the meantime, someone better know
the visitor permit rules and not be in the state a single extra
day, unless they have paid sales tax/use tax somewhere. Or
they will end up like the nice couple from the Midwest whom
I met when we were both in Silva Bay, British Columbia this
summer. They ended up having to pay $80,000 in sales tax
and $4,000 per year registration to keep their boat in Wash-
ington.

D.B.
Pacific Northwest

D.B. — A call to Tim Ashdown at the Marin County Asses-
sor’s Office answered the question of whether transient boats in
California waters on January 1 would be assessed a personal
property tax. "In general, the answer is going to be no," he said.
"It's possible they might get contacted by a county assessor
asking them to fill out a questionnaire about their intent with
regard to the boat, but simply passing through would not malke
them eligible for the tax.”

Since your friends were in California on January 1, we'd
guess that they were waiting till spring to move the boat north,
and had signed on as long-term renters at a marina. If they
were in the same marina for several months, it's likely they
were added to the marina’s tenant roster, which is sent to the
county each January 1.

Washington's rules are much more clear-cut: visiting boats
are allowed to be in state waters for 180 days, regardless of
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the time of year (though visitor permits are required after just
60 days). If you haven't filed for an extension by your 181st
day, you can be slapped with a hefty tax.

f{EVEN WORN OUT SPECTRA SAILS GO FAST
I met the Wanderer a few months ago while I was a rigger
at the West Marine store in Alameda. As I told you was going
to happen, I transferred to San Diego to become a rigger at
the West Marine store down here. Naturally I brought our
Lagoon 47 with us. Is Profligate's old mainsail still available
for $1? I haven't thought of any immediate ideas for it on my

Lagoon 47, but they'll come.

Jason Hudson
Excellent Adventure, Lagoon 47
San Diego

Jason — We got a lot of calls about that sail, and it was
gone the next day. But trust us, an 11-year-old totally worn out
Spectra sail has no use on a 47-ft cat. For one thing, it weighed
250 lbs, and even
when ’‘bricked’ took
up a large amount of
space.

The downside of
sails made with Spec-
tra and other high-
tech materials is that
once they're shot, they
are worthless. Dacron
sails are a different
story. They may not
have as good a shape
as in the beginning, but you can get some use out of them for
a long, long time. For instance, right before the Ha-Ha, Patrick
Hughes of the 65-ft schooner Patricia Belle told us his main
was first used on a 12 Meter 50 years ago!

i

Just look at the size of that main compared to
the dolly. A monster, but we loved her.

1{CO-DEPENDENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH SAILS

I had to chuckle seeing your ad in "Lectronic to sell Profli-
gate's old mainsail, 'where is, as is', for $1.

I think it was '07 when I was one of the crew on Profligate
for the Banderas Bay Regatta. After trying everything I knew
about main sail trim, and beginning to irritate the skipper
with suggestions, I turned to Kimball Livingston, who was
standing next to me, and asked him his opinion of what we
could do to go faster. He gave me a calm, level look and said,
with just a touch of disgust in his voice, "That mainsail and
I have no relationship." I don't suppose that Kimball sent
you an email to volunteer to pick up the sail for some sort of
reconciliation!

Have a great Ha-Ha this year and congrats on a new main
— I'look forward to reading about your new blinding upwind
speed.

Craig Alger
Page One, Beneteau First 42
Emery Cove / Chico

Craig — We love Kimball and his sense of humor, even though
we know in this case he was serious.

Oddly enough, we've always been as loyal to our sails as
we have been to our boats. We know that the old main hadn't
been looking too good the last couple of years — mildew is
rarely a good look — nevertheless we remained very fond of
her. And the more snide comments people and crew macde about
her shape and color; the more we wanted to stand by her and
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Doyle StackPack and TidesTrack® combine
to create the world's easiest and most
effective mainsail handling system.

* Restrictions may apply. At participating Doyle locations only.
Contact your local Doyle loft for details.

Gateway to the Bay & Delta

The North Bay's Only Full-Service Marina!

Slips starting
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23’ enclosed
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guard
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get another passage or race out of her.

It's true that when we put the brilliant white new Quantum
main on in San Diego, we were happy. But not that happy.
The shape and fit were great, and the sail was so white that
we needed shades. But we didn't have a relationship with her
as we'd had with our old main, which had been rolled up in a
brick on the dock. We've now sailed 1,000 miles with the new
main and are really happy with it, but the emotional bonds are
Jjust beginning to grow.

When we bought the Olson 30 that has become La Gamelle,
she had a well-worn Dacron main bent on, but also a nearly
new North Gatorback main in a roll. For reasons we can't ex-
plain, we sailed the whole summer with that beat up old main,
and didn't use the good one once. What's more, we even had
Kame Richards at Pineapple Sails build a new #4 so we had
a sail that we could roll up on the new Harlken furler. But we'd
become so attached to the half-shredded old #4 that couldn't
roll because of its horizontal battens, that we still haven't put
on the new Pineapple headsail or used the roller furling. Weird,
don't you think?

Anybody else have similar 'issues’ parting with their old
sails? Any shrinks — amateur or otherwise — want to take a
crack at an explanation?

f{HERE'S TO THE LIVING!

Since you happened to mention From Here to Eternity,
one of my favorite movies, in your November 9 'Lectronic, I
thought I'd bring a very minor error to your attention. The late

(% Vacu A\ Wash.
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THE GOOD LOOKS
OFYOURSAIL
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woven sails, displaying extraordinary results where other don't.
Go to our website and see the many ‘before and after’ examples
and see how easy it is to ship your sails to our facilities in tax-
free New Hampshire. Good looks DO matter...

WWW.VACUWASH.COM . * -

Sailmaking Support Systems

588 Portsmouth Ave., Greenland

NH 03840 (Tax-free). USA

Tel.: (603) 373 6836. Fax: (603) 431 6335
order-usa@vacuwash.com

Deborah Kerr’s
character was
actually named
Karen Holmes, the
neglected wife of
Capt. Dana 'Dyna-
mite' Holmes, the
corrupt and vin-
dictive company
commander. Pre-
witt was the late
Montgomery Cliff’s

character. His girl
Deborah and Montgomery give a lesson to was dance hall
Ha-Ha'ers on how to really live. hostess — whore

in the novel — Alma 'Lorene' Burke, played by the late Donna
Reed of It's a Wonderful Life fame.

More to the point, the movie is fiction. The couples in the
Ha-Ha's Here to Eternity Kissing contest are really living, and
that's what counts.

Marc Garcia
Solla Sollew, Catalina 36
San Buenaventura

Marc — Oops, sorry about the mistake. Published in ‘52,
From Here to Eternity was the debut novel of James Jones,
and frequently appears on the list of the top novels of the 20th
Century. It's a great read, although one that can't be fully
appreciated until you've actually participated in the kissing
contest inspired by the movie made about the book.

1 {PASS THE STROONGY

We recently made an improvement to our Wyliecat 48
Ahava that we thought might be of interest to Latitude read-
ers. As we have more and more young sailing guests — also
known as grandchildren — on the boat, we were looking for
ways to increase safety in the cockpit. We felt that the very
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LOCH LOMOND MARINA

Completely Rebuilt Marina * Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock ¢ Free Pump Out Station
Modern Launch Ramp ¢ Guest Slips Available * Marine Mechanical Boat Repair
Arena Marine Supply Store ¢ Andy's Local Market ¢ Bait Shop MOVE-IN

Land or Sea Canvas ¢ Windjammer Yacht Sales ¢ Loch Lomond Yacht Club SPECIAL

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901 1 0.6 6.0.0.60.6.6.¢
Phone: (415) 454-7228 ¢ Fax: (415) 454-6154 THIRD MONTH

www.lochlomondmarina.com
Harbor Master — Pat Lopez ¢ pat@lochlomondmarina.com

One Famous Bridge Away
From America’s Cupooo

The Iverson’s Dodger is now
available in the Bay Area!

Dodgers + Bimini Tops < Enclosures

( R

\_ _J
206-849-2274

iversonsdesign.com
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CowmForT

Be comfortable all year 64
round with a quiet, reli-

able Webasto hot water

heating system. Can be

linked to pre-heat an \4 P R
engine and provide all the ~ _—°

hot water you'll need in

the galley or for showers.

CERAMIC IGNITION SYSTEM L FOR

« Heat output17,200 btu/hr (5kw) cAl RE

* Fuel Consumption .18 gal/hr Mo -"o
* Power Consumption 32w NFORMA

* Weight 6.4 Ibs |

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 (510) 234-9566

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced

We Insure:
Sail or Power ¢ Classic or Contemporary
Fiberglass 4+ Aluminum 4 Steel ¢+ Wood

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable
insurance professionals who provide the best service
and the finest coverage available today.

To be sure you're getting the best insurance value
please contact us for a quote.

www.heritagemarineinsurance.com
800-959-3047
Fax 860-572-5919
classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com

-
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MIKE KATZ

LETTERS

long main sheets were passing very close to the person at the
helm, so we were looking for ways to move them up and away.
We summoned our ever so loyal boat designer Tom Wylie of
Wylie Design Group for solutions.

One obvious solution would be placing the main sheet
blocks on top of a bridge over the cockpit, something seen
on many other production boats. When we reviewed Tom's
proposal for such a structure,
we didn't like the aesthetics or
the hefty price tag. So it was
back to the drawing board.

Tom next came up with an
'aft post for mainsheet blocks'
solution that achieved all we
wanted, and at a reasonable
price. It is minimally protru-
% sive and not at all obtrusive,
& as one can barely see it from
* distance. In spite of its phallic
I = appearance, the femininity of

* Ahava has been clearly pre-
served.

We are not aware of any
official nautical name for an
'aft post for mainsheet blocks',
so we'd like to propose the
shorter name 'stroongy’ for this type of an appendage. This
has no specific meaning, but sounds sweet and endearing.
"Hey, Mike, have you seen my gloves?" "Yes, just saw them
right next to the stroongy."

Tom Wylie came up with a simple
and elegant solution for 'Ahava'.

Mike Katz
Ahava, Wyliecat 48
Sausalito

1 {EAVESDROPPING ON ROLL CALL

I was trying to follow the Ha-Ha fleet on SSB, but didn't
know what channel you were on or at what time. I did follow
Profligate's Spot Messenger position reports on the internet,
and finally figured out that you had roll call on SSB Channel
4A at 7:30 a.m.

I was able to listen in from our mile-high home in Arizona
just 150 miles from the Sea of Cortez. I can't transmit on
that marine band frequency, but can listen in and did. I then
reported the Ha-Ha progress every day on the Sonrisa Net
(3968, 3965, 3972 etc. kHz)

The background noise you might have heard at times
during the Ha-Ha net was from the Amigo Net on 4B (4149
kHz), as there could have been a little bleed-over from your
4A (4146 kHz). You may want to consider 4C (4417 kHz) next
year to provide more separation and better transmission and
reception for the fleet.

You may also want to consider a brief Ham band net check-
in with the Sonrisa Net, as many other cruising boats and
land-based radios monitor it for emergencies, weather and
local conditions. The Sonrisa Net schedule can be picked up
off the internet.

Bob Norquist
M/V DarlkSide
Sierra Vista, AZ

Bob — Thanks for the heads up and suggestions. We had
really good radio communication this year on 4A, so unless
someone reports that we were messing with the Amigo Net on
4B, we'd prefer to leave the Ha-Ha roll call where it is.

Checking in with the Sonrisa Net might be a good idea,




~ HAPPY HOLIDAYS ™«
FROM FORTMAN MARINA

Look here!

Now open for 2012:

* Just one premium 65-ft slip!

* A couple of idyllic 40-ft slips
* Protected covered berths
Considering a move?

Come tour our facility
or contact us at:

(510) 522-9080
www.fortman.com

Great rates for 2012!

CUStO Canas O tortors When was the last time you gave
your loved one (boat or spouse)
a windvane for Christmas?

A $600 deposit will lock in our Christmas Special.
Mounting details for your ‘sled’ and delivery can wait till

The Gianola Family has been designing and after New Year’s. We will put a gift package together so you
fabricating custom canvas and interiors since have something fun to put under the tree.
1969. Gianola Canvas Products offers you the best MonTor
in quality, more choices, and personal service. o novanNE. THE MORE IT BLOWS,
, THE BETTER IT WORKS
o go to
265-B Gate 5 Road www.selfsteer.com

Sausalito, CA 94965 ——
FACTORY DIRECT 432 South 1st St. ¢ Pt. Richmond, CA 94804
Tel: 510 215-2010 e Fax: 510 215-5005

(415) 3323339

www.gianolacanvas.com

SCANMAR ol Free: 888 946-3826

INTERNATIONAL email: scanmar@selfsteer.com
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Your Bay Area Dealer
For 85 Years
333 Kennedy Street
Oakland, CA 94606
www.outboardmotorshop.com

LATITUDE / LADONNA

LETTERS

but the problem is we have a ton of information to give to and
receive from the fleet, so we're not sure how the scheduling
would work out. But we'll look into it.

1 {LADDERS COULD PREVENT MORE TRAGEDIES

The passing of our friend Rui Luis, owner/operator of
Rooster Sails in Alameda, has left a large hole in our sailing
community. I can’t help thinking that if he’d been able to eas-
ily get himself out of the water, instead of needing a couple of
people to drag him up onto the dock, he might still be with us.

I spend a lot of time teaching in Emery Cove Yacht Harbor
and sailing out of Richmond YC, both of which have ladders
for people to get themselves out of the water quickly. Even
though they're completely different designs, they're both wait-
ing at the end of a nearby finger pier for the inevitable.

I know many sailors, and almost all of them have a story
about the time they fell in at the slip. This makes it a 'when',
not an 'if, proposition. Most

— o
: ) e ey people don’t have the upper
o ﬂgﬁ“ﬁ \ body strength to pull them-

e ‘ﬂg% — selves out of the water onto

hq;ﬂ’" " ? ] the dock. It's much more

\ o 4 'ﬁjﬁ"—v %t'"-. difficult than you think. So

it's ironic that we religiously
don our PFDs and clip the
lifeline gates closed while
heading out of the marina,
but most people fall in at
the dock, where they're
more likely to get injured
on the way down.

A quick Google search
for 'marina ladder' yields
some promising results. I
found several large, heavy-
duty, commercial, expen-
sive, fixed ladders made
out of plastic or aluminum that are permanently deployed.
Then I came across one called the Up-N-Out — they've even
advertised in Latitude — that’s affordable and telescopes.

I strongly believe that we should talk to our marina manag-
ers and harbormasters about this truly life-and-death issue.
Let them be proactive about installing safety ladders before
someone else in our community pays the ultimate price. They
can promote it as a marina feature and set themselves above
their competition. The ladders are a cheap insurance policy
compared to the alternative.

Up-N-Out Iadders have been installed
at marinas and yacht clubs all around
the Bay Area.

Captain Chris Larsen
Tempus Fugit, Precision 21
Pt. Richmond

Capt. Larsen — When we were younger, and had a better
upper body strength-to-weight ratio, we thought such ladders
were a joke. But with age comes wisdom — and often weight.
So we agree that it would be nice for all marinas to install some
type of ladder;, and for them to be clearly marked with bright
paint. After all, such ladders aren't going to do much good on
a dark winter night if someone in the water doesn't know they
are there.

f{"HELP ME STOP THESE CON MEN"

I'm sending this letter from Australia, as I had to leave the
States and my 47-ft yawl due to an expired visa. Because of
a lack of time to prepare for leaving, I had to trust a local
boatworker and his friend with my boat and all my cruising
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Let Hydrovane sail you home safely.

A Polar circumnavigator Adrian Flanagan.

YACHTING

MONTHLY

Totally independent
self-steering system and
emergency rudder...

in place and ready to go.

100 best
bits ever

WWW.HYDROVANE.COM

Latest ARC survey —
Hydrovane again the
most popular wind vane.

info@hydrovane.com PHONE 1.604.925.2660

THIS YACHT MAINTAINED

L)

BY:
Stem Tq| Stern

FOR ALL CONCERNS, PLEASE CALL:

(510) 681-3831

Responsibilities of the
In-port Captain

Yacht Security ¢ Cruise Preparation
Maintenance Scheduling ¢ Delivery Services

e Hull Cleaning ¢ Brightwork e Pump-Out

¢ Washdowns ¢ Mechanical * Boat Yard

e Interior Cleaning Service Set-up and

¢ Detailing and Repair Management

Check out our website for a list of all our services at
www.StemtoSternSF.com
or call (510) 681-3831

We Take the Work Out of Owning a Boat

LETTERS

gear. He and his buddy are now doing something called a
'conversion' of all my property, and if they aren't stopped I'm
going to lose it all.

I'm absolutely not rich, and my boat and my gear are my
life's savings. I would appreciate it if you would publish the
names of the people involved and let the sailing community
know what they are doing — which is bankrupting me. If all
goes asunder due to two con men, I will never make enough
money to replace my boat and gear. And I am desperately in
love with my boat.

If you have any way at all of stopping the sale of my stuff
and/or telling me whom to contact, I would be eternally grate-
ful. Having lived in the States for a year, I am rather depressed
at the lack of morality in your country. People who seem okay
turn out not to be. It's really hard to trust anybody there.

P.L.
Australia

P.L. — We know nothing about your situation, but we suspect
that it might be a little complicated. In any event, you need to
either get back here right away or hire a lawyer to protect your
property and interests. Lord knows there is plenty of immorality
in the United States. Nonetheless, the U.S. legal system usu-
ally does a pretty good job of preventing one person from just
taking another person’s boat and gear. Good luck.

1 {NAPA TO ALAMEDA IN A DAY?

We're in the process of purchasing a very nice CS 30 that
is currently at the Napa Valley Marina. If the purchase goes
through, we want to bring her to Alameda. We aren't familiar
with the Napa River, and I haven't found very good charts yet.
We know that you have hauled Profligate there, and wonder if
you have any advice. We'd also like to know if it is reasonable
to do the trip from Napa to Alameda in a single day with a
30-ft boat.

Brad Kerstetter
CS 30
Alameda

Brad — We're not sure if you're going to get this information
in time, but transiting the Napa River shouldn't be difficult. The
river is buoyed, and you can find a good chart in the standard
Delta Chart portfolio. In addition, the guys at the Napa Valley
Marina will be happy to tell you if any areas have shoaled in.

If you've got the time, we'd suggest using your boat as a
homebase for at least one winter visit to the Wine Country.
If we're not mistaken, you can take your boat almost all the
way to downtown Napa. From there it's not far to lots of great
restaurants.

You could make it from Napa Valley to Alameda in one day,
but you'd almost certainly have to start before daylight and
finish after dark. After all, it's winter and the days are much
shorter and the wind much lighter. It's colder, too. Our recom-
mendation would be to try to malke it to China Camp the first
day, then finish the trip to Alameda the second day.

In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope.

We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port and, if
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications.

By far the best way to send letters is to email them to
richard @latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust,
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.
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The yard that works for you! www.berkeleymarine.com
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SIGHTINGS

volvo ocean race

Norwegians are known for their stoicism, and it appears that first-
time Volvo Ocean Race CEO Knut Frostad has it in spades. Given
that this year’s race produced only a six-boat field, Frostad — himself
a veteran of four Whitbread/Volvo Ocean races — didn’t have much
wiggle room for the attrition typical of this epic round-the-world race.

What's somewhat surprising is that he
used most, if not all, of it in the first 115
miles of the race. The fact that Frostad
apparently didn’t suffer a total mental
breakdown is a minor miracle in itself.
Ultimately, it wasn’t just one boat
that was forced to scrap its plans for Leg
One, but three! The first to fall — literally
— was lan Walker's Abu Dhabi Azzam
— which dropped its new Future Fibers
rig while pounding upwind in 35 knots
of breeze and 12-ft seas, just 85 miles
into the race. The second boat to come
limping back to port was ‘05-'06 winner
Mike Sanderson’s Team Sanya, which
managed to find itself with a significant
hole in the bow just 115 miles into the
6,500-mile leg while experiencing breeze
to 43 knots and 30-ft seas. Sanderson
was sailing the only boat to have com-

peted in the last race, and one of the few

As of this writing, the crew of ‘Telefoni- (g survive that edition’s hate mission
ca’ were holding on to their lead.

through the Luzon Strait intact.

It would be tempting to think a four-boat race might make for bor-
ing spectating, but that turned out to be anything but the case when
Franck Cammas and his largely French team on Groupama took a big
flier, splitting with the rest of the three remaining boats as they stared
down a big ridge stretching nearly all the way across the Atlantic.
Eventually there were almost 600 miles of lateral separation between
Groupama and the other pack, which consisted of Ken Read’s Puma,
Iker Martinez Telefénica, and Chris Nicholson’s Camper.

As of this writing, the leaders are within 3,000 miles of the finish
in Cape Town. The house has called Cammas’ bet, and the South
Atlantic was poised to throw as much of a curveball to the fleet as did
its counterpart in the north. But Puma got hit by that pitch — they
dropped their Hall Spars rig with Southern Spars carbon rigging some
700 miles from the remote island of Tristan da Cunha.

Are you curious about how all of that played out? Are you curious
about whether Sanderson and Walker are down for the count? Are you
curious about who has proven to be the cream of the crop so far in
this year’s fleet? We have the answers, but you'll have to turn to this
month’s Racing Sheet, which begins on page 112, to get them.

— rob

tragedy in the narc rally

We're sad to report that Baja Ha-Ha vet Jan Anderson, 59, of the
formerly Sausalito-based Island Packet 380 Triple Stars was washed
overboard on the afternoon of November 11 approximately 185 miles
northwest of Bermuda while participating in the North American Rally
to the Caribbean (NARC). Her husband Rob, also 59, activated the
boat’s EPIRB and called a mayday to report that Jan had been swept
away by a 30-ft wave.

The Coast Guard dispatched an HC-130 Hercules SAR plane to
the area, and the 600-ft tanker High Jupiter diverted to aid in the
search, as well as to take Rob off Triple Stars. Tragically, the search

was suspended on Saturday afternoon with no sign of Jan. Rob con-
continued on outside column of next sightings page

sailing the bay

When Saving the Bay, a four-part
documentary on the history of San Fran-
cisco Bay, premiered on KQED in 2009,
it garnered the highest ratings of any
PBS station the night of its broadcast.
The program, narrated by Robert Red-
ford, went on to be aired nationally on
PBS as a prime-time special this spring,
and earned four regional Emmy awards,
including for Best Documentary. Now Ex-
ecutive Producer Ron Blatman is working
on a new project that is sure to excite Bay

‘Team Sanya’ unintentional water
ballast system.
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documentary tragedy — cont’d

Area sailors. tinued aboard High Jupiter to France, and at last report, Triple Stars
Sailing the Bay is a one-hour documen- was still adrift.
tary Blatman hopes to bring to viewers in The Andersons, formerly of Rohnert Park, started their cruising
the spring of ‘13. “We want to have it air in career during the ‘07 Baja Ha-Ha, with the goal of transiting the
plenty of time for the America’s Cup,” he Panama Canal and working their way through the Caribbean and
says of the program. If everything goes as up the East Coast to their summer home in Maine. They spent the
planned, the show will initially be shown last few years renovating their house, but recently decided to join the
on KQED/KTEH before being picked up NARC. Our thoughts are with the Anderson family.
nationally. Not to be confused with the Caribbean 1500, the NARC runs around
The film will celebrate the history of the same time as the former, but departs from Newport, RI instead of
sailing on the Bay — from the first Euro- Hampton, VA, and ends at St. Martin instead of Tortola. Triple Stars
continued in middle column of next sightings page continued on outside column of next sightings page

SPREAD: IAN ROMAN / VOLVO OCEAN RACE; INSET: ANDRES SORIANO
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SIGHTINGS

tragedy — cont’d

was one of 21 boats that left Newport on November 1 bound for Ber-
muda (the fleet would then continue to St. Martin after refueling). The
initial forecast was for a relatively easy trip to Bermuda, but Tropical
Storm Sean settled in between Bermuda and the Bahamas for four
days, resulting in rough conditions for much of the fleet.

In addition to the tragic loss of Jan Anderson, at least two other
boats sought assistance during the passage: Elle, a 46-ft Beneteau,
and Riot, an Orion 50. On November 6, a crewmember aboard Elle
suffered a rib injury after being thrown across the cabin. The crew

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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documentary

pean explorers to the high-tech America’s
Cup catamarans — as well as give viewers
arealistic vision of what sailing on the Bay
is about.

The project has already garnered wide
community support. “I've been offered
lots of sailing footage and photos,” says
Blatman. “The San Francisco Maritime
National Historical Park is keen on being
involved, and we've been told about many




— cont’d

interesting characters and stories related
to sailing on the Bay, but we're always
looking for more.”

An admitted non-sailor, Blatman says
he’s looking forward to not only learning
more about the sport but also learning
to sail himself. And he’s hoping the show
will also inspire other non-sailors to seek
out instruction opportunities. “There will

continued in middle column of next sightings page

SIGHTINGS

tragedy — cont’d

tried to continue on but eventually requested rescue about 180 miles
northwest of Bermuda. During the rescue by the 387-ft container ship

Oleander, one crewmember fell between
the ship and Elle. He was in the water
for about 30 minutes before being safely
retrieved. Elle was also last seen adrift.
Riot, crewed by several young men,
had a number of gear failures before the
steering failed on the approach to St.
George’s Harbour, Bermuda. A pilot boat
attempted to tow the stricken boat, but
the damage to the rudder made it impos-
sible. In the end, Riot made it into port
on her own, though her owner estimates
the damages to be upward of $10,000.
West Coast sailors definitely have an
easier time getting to the tropics than
do our brethren on the East Coast. The

latter have to thread the needle between

Rob and Jan Anderson.

late-season tropical storms and the first
winter storms. As a result, the Caribbean 1500 has delayed its start
anumber of times — including this year. Even so, it's not uncommon
for participants to have to deal with winds in excess of 40 knots and
the associated heavy seas.

— ladonna

paddle vs. sail

Most right-of-way situations on the water can be cleared up with
a quick look at the USCG Navigation Rules that must be aboard any
boat larger than 39 feet (but really should be aboard every boat).
These rules, commonly called the COLREGS, cover just about every
passing and overtaking scenario — but not all of them, as we recently
discovered.

When Gary Ryan of the Sausalito-based Hanse 341 ‘iliohale wrote
in asking if human-powered ‘vessels’, such as stand-up paddle boards
and kayaks, had rights over sailboats, we were confident that the
collective knowledge of one 50-ton Master, one hard-core racer, and
one cruiser with a worn copy of the COLREGS in her hands could
answer the question.

“We've seen a big increase in the number of kayaks and SUPs on
the water over the last couple of years,” Gary wrote. “A couple of re-
cent incidents have raised questions on the proper rules of the road
when encountering human-powered craft as well as kiteboarders and
windsurfers.

“One day this summer, we were sailing under the Golden Gate in
typical conditions when a number of kiteboarders and windsurfers
crossed our bow from both sides. As there was no clear path through
them, and because it can be difficult to judge their speed (which is
usually a whole lot faster than we're going), I chose to stay on course.
They all cheerfully maneuvered around us — no one yelling ‘starboard’,
no finger in the air, and only happy faces passing by.

“We've also had several encounters with SUPers near our marina,
Clipper Yacht Harbor’s Basin 3. The channel gets pretty narrow past
the Bay Model, and with our 6-ft draft and a big westerly hitting our
port beam as we approach, things can get tricky.

“On top of the constant flow of SUPers who slowly paddle in and
across the channel, completely unaware of us as we approach, we
recently had a couple of them make quick turns directly into our path!
We slammed the engine into reverse to avoid hitting them as there
was no room for us to go around. We’d say ‘no harm, no foul’ but one
of them took exception and yelled at us to watch out, that they had

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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rules — cont’d

the right of way.

“So I'd really like to know what the rules of the road are when it
comes to encounters with human-powered craft. Do you just assume
the kiteboarders will avoid you? Should we have sounded the five
horns of death at the SUPers?”

Coincidentally, the day after we received Gary’s email, we received
the spread photo from Sausalito photographer Tim Sell illustrating a
scenario he encountered. “Kayakers were complaining to me about
being nearly run down by racing fleets,” he said. “I don't think sailors
and paddlers are clear on the rules of the road, and this leads to yell-
ing. Everyone wanted to know which are the stand-on and give-way
vessels in this kind of situation.”

As we discovered by poring over the rules and consulting experts,
the answer is there is no answer. Nothing in the COLREGS gives
special right-of-way privileges to human-powered vessels over other
vessels. Rules 8, 16 and 17 require all boats at risk of collision to
take “early and substantial action to keep well clear,” except when
one is overtaking the other, then Rule 13 — overtaking keeps clear
of overtaken — applies.

“I concur with the wisdom of leaving human-powered boats out of
the right-of-way hierarchy, because context is everything here,” says
naval architect, longtime racer and dragonboat paddler Paul Kamen.
“Sometimes it only makes sense for the kayak to keep clear of the
ship, sometimes it makes more sense for the powerboat to avoid the
dragonboat. It would be helpful if this were stated more explicitly in
the COLREGS and not something we had to deduce via determining
a negative.

“We operate the Berkeley Racing Canoe Club dragonboats in the
Berkeley Marina all year, and have frequent interactions with boats
of all types under power. They almost always think we have right-of-
way by virtue of being human-powered, but we don’t.

“Windsurfers and kiteboarders are treated as sail-propelled boats,
although it doesn’t really make sense to give them special right-of-way
status over larger and slower boats. It really would be better to treat
them like another type of human-powered boat, except for interactions
among themselves where sailboat right-of-way rules seem to work.”

So in Gary’s situation with the kiteboarders who were overtaking
him, his actions were not only congruent with the COLREGS but they
were also appreciated by the boarders. He also acted in accordance
with the rules in regard to the clueless SUPers — avoiding collision
— but the SUPers got it wrong. They hold no special right-of-way over
any other boat on the water. And the sooner word gets passed on to
the outfits that rent out those boards, the safer everyone will be.

— ladonna

cruiser attacked in pago pago

Disturbing news has come out of Pago Pago, American Samoa. Ac-
cording to the Samoa News, as well as independent cruiser reports,
on October 27, Kimball Corson was savagely beaten by two assailants
aboard his Lake Pleasant, AZ-based Fair Weather Mariner 39 Altaira.
A woman ashore spotted the two suspects paddling what appears to
have been a piece of floating dock on Pago Pago Bay toward Altaira
around 11:30 p.m. The witness called police because she knew Cor-
son, 70, lived aboard alone.

Authorities say that after boarding the boat, the men — both in
their early 20s and both on probation from previous crimes — found
Corson asleep below and began beating him. Corson reported that
he was trying to fight off the attack when one of the men wrapped
a strap around his neck and started choking him, but that he was
able to wedge his fingers between the strap and his throat. As Corson
continued to struggle, the suspects reportedly dropped the strap and

continued on outside column of next sightings page

documentary

be dual educational tracks,” explains
Blatman. “One is patterned on the 20 les-
son plans on SavingTheBay.org and will
concentrate on California and maritime
history suitable for schools. The other
educational effort is focused on the experi-
ence of sailing to be developed in concert
with sailing schools around the Bay.”
And sailing schools are eager to help.
“I'm so excited about this project,” says
OCSC founder and president Anthony
Sandberg. “As a lifelong sailor, I've always
had to stretch to communicate to my non-
sailing friends what the sport is all about.
Film really is the best way to communicate
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with a modern — and young — audience.
Ron will tell our sailor’s story of why San
Francisco Bay is the finest place in North
America to play with wind on the water.”

But before any of this comes to frui-
tion, Blatman needs to raise upward of
$700,000 to fund the project. “We plan
to start pre-production early next year,
so we'll need to raise half that by the end
of January,” he says.

If you’d like to pledge your support for
Sailing the Bay — or simply find out more
about the project — check out its site at
wwuw.sailingthebay.org.

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

attack — cont’d

wrapped an electrical cord around his neck. Corson told police that
he remembered thinking, "So this is what it's like to die."

At that exact moment, the local marine patrol had reached Altaira.
According to the police, both suspects jumped off the boat, and one
started swimming away, while the other hid between Altaira and her
dinghy. Both were apprehended, though police say both resisted.
Corson was taken to the hospital, where he was treated for broken
teeth, a broken upper jaw, and multiple bruises and lacerations,
receiving a total of 29 stitches to his head.

According to Gary Kegel on the Kenai, AK-based Cheoy Lee Offshore
38 Sea Flyer, who was anchored just 200 feet from Altaira that night,
Corson stayed with friends ashore while recuperating but moved back
onto the boat on November 10. “He had the stitches taken out and
is doing okay, but they're concerned he might have a bruise on his

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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attack — cont’'d

brain so they’re going to do a CT scan.”

The two suspects, Jason Muasau and Vatia Tugaga, have each been
charged with first degree assault, first degree burglary and felonious
restraint, as well as resisting arrest — all felonies. Bail has been set
at $100,000 for each. There is no known motive.

The attack has sent shockwaves through the cruising community,
as Pago Pago is well known as a friendly and welcoming port. "Nothing
like this ever happened here before,” notes Kegel. “All the cruisers
are in shock. This is the friendliest place we have ever been — really
nice, helpful people and I'm sure they will not go easy on guys that
go against the traditions. This place is still far safer than any place
in the U.S."

— ladonna

the delta’s

The lovely — and extremely prolific —
water hyacinth plant was introduced to
the California Delta about a century ago,
and the South American invader now has
a stranglehold on the area’s waterways.
Runner-up in the We Hate Invasive South
American Plants competition is Egeria
densa (Brazilian Elodea), which was in-
troduced about 40 years ago — probably
from someone’s fish tank.

During this summer’s Delta Doo Dah,
participants couldn’t help noticing that
weeds were choking routes they’d easily
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weedy woes

traveled in previous years. Depth sound-
ers showed alarmingly shallow numbers
at the entrance to Owl Harbor, but it was
just Egeria densa living up to its name.
A number of raw-water intakes were re-
ported having been clogged by the stuff.
And huge rafts of water hyacinth would
hang up on anchors or create a veritable
obstacle course while underway.
According the Department of Boating
and Waterways, water hyacinth can dou-
ble in size every 10 days in hot weather,

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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quantum leap’s new digs

Last month, we reported on the abandonment of Quantum Leap after
her delivery skipper, Phillip Johnson, was severely injured during rough
weather. Later, we posted video of Johnson and his two crewmembers
being rescued by the cruise ship Celebrity Century, which had diverted
to effect the rescue. Now comes the latest chapter in her story.

On October 27, the 48-ft aluminum boat washed ashore at Baby
Beach off Spreckelsville on Maui two weeks after she had been aban-
doned. The main was shredded but the boat itself was intact. Johnson
and his crew had reported having a number of problems with the
equipment onboard the boat before leaving her, but it wasn’t enough
to keep her from finishing the voyage.

The Coast Guard and the Department of Land and Natural Re-
sources worked with the vessel’s owner, Kona resident Michael Dick-
erson, to remove Quantum Leap early last month. An excavator was
used to pull the boat off the beach and load it onto a flatbed truck.

But where did she end up?
Haiku, Maui, resident and Lati-
tude reader Barry Spanier knows:
“I came down the drive to my house
in outer Haiku and there she was. 1 ¢
haven’t had a chance to speak with
the property owner, but not long
after she arrived, I saw a fellow and = =
a well-dressed blonde park along- =
side. When the woman got out of

the car, she said, ‘Oh my gosh.”
The couple most likely were the
owners of the boat, whom the Maui

a happy ending.

News reported as having bought the boat in San Diego. They worked
on her for a month to ready her for the passage, then turned her over
to the delivery crew. Dickerson claims he’d been in contact with the
Coast Guard during the rescue, and that he’d asked them to have
the crew either deploy the anchor so it would hook up before the boat
washed ashore or at least activate one of the boat’s two EPIRBs to track
her. Dickerson says the Coast Guard refused to pass on the message.
The Coast Guard says Dickerson never made such a request.

Regardless, Quantum Leap is in pretty sad condition. “The mast is
on deck and there are a number of huge holes in the bottom, and it
looks like the keel might be sheared off as well,” notes Spanier. “Hav-
ing had my own personal total-loss shipwreck, I empathize with the
owner. He’s had plenty of ‘shit happens’ in his life lately.”

An interesting side-note in the story is that Bill Finkelstein and
Mary Mack, who were aboard the Celebrity Century during the rescue,
later gave a talk about bluewater cruising to interested passengers.
“It was a lively session,” recalled Bill. “We talked about cruising and
answered questions about the rescue. The cruise director said he
would consider it a huge success if we got 30 people, but the room
was almost full with 70 people!”

Unfortunately, a handful of unhappy passengers apparently caused
the rescuees to be restricted to their cabins for the remainder of the
voyage. “Out of the 2,000 folks onboard, a very few were vocal that we
should not have diverted to pick them up and miss Maui as a result,”
said Bill. “Some out of ignorance — which we could address — some
out of pure selfishness, most just pure jerks.”

— ladonna

bringing the boats to the kids

As a vocal advocate of teaching kids how to sail, Kame Richards,
owner of Alameda’s Pineapple Sails, knows that many children aren’t
able to take advantage of learn-to-sail programs, even when they’re
free. Transportation to and from the venue is just one obstacle, but

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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land sailer — cont’d weeds
most such programs also require participants to know how to swim — and the dense mat of shiny leaves and
so many low-income kids never get the opportunity to learn. Instead lavender flowers can reach six feet thick.
of forcing the kids to come to the boats, Kame insists the boats need The mats travel with the current, fetching
to be taken to the kids. up on boats, docks and pilings.

He first proposed the idea of a ‘land sailer’ as a member of the This summer the state released about
Youth Sailing Initiative of SailSFBay.org, a group of marine industry 5,000 hyacinth plant hoppers, small
leaders whose aim is to grow sailing in the Bay Area. Though everyone insects that eat only water hyacinth, in
supported the concept, it was left to Kame to implement the plan. hopes they would prove valuable in the
He immediately enlisted the help of Brent Drainey, a crewmember fight to control the plant. There’s been no
aboard his Express 37 Golden Moon, and Brent’s son Jeff. “They've word on the program’s success.

been absolutely instrumental in helping to design and build the frame,
the steering system, and literally every other detail in the project,”
says Kame.

The team decided that an El Toro would be the perfect platform for
a land sailer, and Pete McCormick of Sequoia YC generously donated
a fully functional fiberglass version. “Sequoia actually got another
club’s second-hand youth sailing boats so they gave us one of their
old ones — that makes this is a cast off cast-off,” laughs Kame.

He admits that the final design was an evolution. When one idea
didn’t work, they’d play around until they found one that would. “At
first, we had the boat suspended on nylon straps,” said Kame, “but
it was too unstable.” The Toro now fits snugly in a cradle, where it
doesn’t move an inch. “That’s the only part of the land sailer that isn’t
realistic — it doesn’t heel.”

One of the most eye-catching features of the land sailer is the
pair of small bicycle handlebars and front wheels attached to the
tiller — essentially the little boat’s ‘rudder’. “Brent suggested we try
cannibalizing the front wheel from a child’s bicycle because there was

Nice wheels — (clockwise from below) Kame gets his

already a wheel, with bearings for steering, and a handle bar.” says land sailer ready to roll: the front halves of two small
Kame. “We got out the metal chop saw to cut away the frame parts bikes act as the boat’s rudder; Sam and Kevin show how
we didn’t need and, wow, they work great!” it’s done; wheelchair wheels grace the bow; the whole

Not only do the wheels contribute to the stability of the craft but shebang can fit in the back of a pick-up; Sam, Kame
they're very responsive, reacting almost exactly as a Toro would in and Kevin didn’t want to stop the fun.

the water. "It turns out the angles between the wheels are critical,”
says Kame. “Mounting them parallel didn’t work.”

Kame and Brent are quick to give credit where it’'s due. Bay Area
Association for Disabled Sailors (BAADS) member Paul Walker taught
the guys how wheelchairs work, and even donated a set of wheels
for the bow. They also credit Steve Hutchinson and Cree Partridge

at Berkeley Marine Center for building a new rudder
head for the craft, Changing Gears Bike Shop for
providing material and advice, and Dave Lyman of
Oakland YC for also giving them valuable advice.
For the little boat’s maiden voyage, Jeff Drainey
hopped aboard and took it for a spin around the
parking lot at Pineapple Sails. The event was caught
on tape by Emmy-winning videographer and former
Snipe Fleet 12 president Vince Casalaina (go to www.
youtube.com/watch?v=96SVjroC7UY or scan the QR code above with
your smartphone to watch his report).

But being a hard-hitting, dedicated journalist, this writer requested
a live demonstration (secretly wanting a ride in the boat had nothing
to do with it at all). Kame shanghaied two young neighbors — Sam
Thornley and Kevin Ames, both 11 — one day last month to show off
exactly how his land sailer works.

Though both boys have had some sailing experience, neither had
sailed Kame’s creation. Cautious moms insisted on their wearing hel-
mets, but those were quickly cast aside when it became obvious they
weren't needed. The light, fluky breeze provided just enough oomph
to keep the kids rolling across an empty parking lot at Alameda’s old
Naval Air Station, but didn’t threaten to overpower them. “This is
awesome,” Sam hollered, during his turn.

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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The DBW says that this year’s water
hyacinth infestation is unprecedented,
spreading across much of the Delta. Due
to a delay in federal approval, the state got
a late start this fall in spraying herbicide
to control the growth, and Delta marinas
are feeling the pain. Many report being
completely overtaken by the weed, and
say it’s seriously hurting their business.

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

land sailer — cont’d

The security guard who drove through agreed. “I really shouldn’t
be letting you do this,” the guard said, “but that looks like so much
fun I'll give you a little more time.”

With just enough time for the grown-ups to have a go, I hopped
in to the land sailer and prayed I wouldn’'t embarrass myself. Having
never sailed a Toro before, I was surprised at the sensitivity of the
tiller — the smallest of twitches sent the boat scooting in a different
direction. But I quickly got the hang of it and had a blast tooling
around the parking lot and garnering tips from Kame (“Let that sail

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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land sailer — cont’d

out till it’s almost luffing!”). My conclusion: It really is awesome.

Kame points out that this is the very first prototype. “We’d like to
refine our design and end up with four land sailers to take around to
schools,” he said. He envisions a one-hour program that starts with
a very basic discussion of fluid dynamics — like the wind blowing
against a tree or a kite, past a wind turbine blade, your hand out the
window of a moving car, or across a sail. “If you can control the forces,
you can move things in a controlled fashion, which is exactly what
sailing is,” Kame says. The lesson will lead to a discussion of how to
control the angle of a sail to the wind, the very basis of sailing, and
then get the kids into the land sailers.

Kame hopes the short intro will instill a taste for the sport into

continued on outside column of next sightings page

strictly sail’s

For the past few years, Strictly Sail
Pacific’s management team — and its
attendees — have had to deal with seem-
ingly endless construction at Jack London
Square in Oakland, requiring different
layouts from year to year, which has
caused confusion to vendors and show-
goers. Next spring’s event will once again
have a different layout, but this is one
change folks are excited about.

The show, which will be held April 12-
15, will offer more exhibitors inside one
building — the new Marketplace Building

.

'_'___Tﬁ’_'_'

C2F

Page 76 o latitude 38 o December, 2011



new venue

— overlooking Jack London’s cabin and
the First & Last Chance Saloon. “Everyone
who’s seen the new venue is in unanimous
agreement that this is Strictly Sail’s best
location in its 16-year history,” said Mitch
Perkins, the event’s sales manager.

The show will still feature exhibitors in
tents along Water Street and in The Grove
by the First & Last Chance Saloon, as well
as a wide selection of boats in the marina.

But of course getting great deals on
boats and gear isn't the only reason to

continued in middle column of next sightings page

SIGHTINGS

land sailer — cont’d

kids, turning them into lifelong sailors. Judging from the perma-grins
on everyone’s faces during our little demo, we're certain the program
will be a huge success.

If you'd like to help with the project, email Kame at info@pineapple-
sails.com. Note that the land sailer is not currently available for public
use, so please don’t email with requests to sail it.

— ladonna

the fold, trailer and sail plan

As we often point out, you don’t need a million-dollar yacht to ac-
cess the much-envied lifestyle of international cruising. As witnessed
during the recent Baja Ha-Ha rally from San Diego to Cabo San Lucas,
just about any boat built and equipped for offshore sailing can take
you to the same idyllic anchorages.

This year’s fleet contained a typical variety of boat types, from

vintage production-
built sloops launched
as early as 1959 to
gleaming late-model
beauties that looked
as though they’d just
left the showroom
floor. Without ques-
tion, though, the
most unique boat in
the fleet was the fold-
ing catamaran called
Cat 2 Fold, which is
the one-off brainchild
of multihull designer
Kurt Hughes. Other
small multihulls fold
for trailering, as this
one does, but we'd
never before seen a
cruising cat propelled

by twin unstayed cat
rigs — complete with wishbone outhaul tensioners reminiscent of
windsurfer sails.

Add to all this the fact that owner Brian Charette trailered the cu-
rious cat all the way from his home base in Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
just to do the Ha-Ha. But then Brian isn’t your typical Wyomingite.
For one thing, he’s got dreadlocks past his shoulders, he builds eco-
friendly homes out of straw bales for a living, and, well, we just can’t
picture him wearing a Stetson hat and hand-tooled boots.

Cat 2 Fold’s “bi-plane” sailplan can be set up in a variety of posi-
tions, including wing-on-wing, so she can easily sail deeper angles
downwind than most cats — including dead downwind — and she
also seems to point higher than typical production-built cats.

Brian learned to sail eight years ago, but apparently really caught
the cruising bug when he took a passage-making course from Charle-
stown, SC, to Fort Lauderdale, FL. Other than that trip, he’d never
before spent a night at sea or navigated offshore. But apparently he’s
a quick learner. At the awards ceremony Brian and his crew, Trent
Sellens and Charlie Magee, earned the much-coveted status of Soul
Sailors because they sailed the entire course of the rally, despite hav-
ing to ghost through extremely light air at times. As a result, they
tied for first in the rally’s Margarita Division (multihulls), sharing the
spotlight with Gary Kahler’s San Diego-based Corsair 31 Drei and Jay
and Susan Pence’s Vallejo-based CSK 40 Sailpotion. For a complete
recap of this year’s Ha-Ha rally, see page 84.

— andy
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bound for adventure

It's 0430. It's gusty, pitch black and pouring rain. The eye can
barely make out the silhouettes of bodies curled up in the lee scup-
pers, water washing into and out of their pant legs, pouring down over
their hoods and funneling off their pruned fingers. Sheets of rain and
salt spray wash over the deck, but nobody moves, willing their bodies
to rest. Forty more miles to weather, just 40 more miles to Windmill

Point and the finish line. “Ready
about!”

This was the scene aboard
Outward Bound’s 30-ft sharpie
schooner Avelinda early one Fri-
day October morning as she beat
south during the 2011 Great
Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race,
a race she went on to win after
a harrowing 36 hours. The race
is now in its 22nd year of raising
funds and awareness to support
education about the history and
health of the Chesapeake Bay.

This was the fourth time Captain
Diane Sternberg had participated,

but her first time doing so in a

The Outward Bound crew of ‘Avelinda’ perse- small open boat. Sternberg, like so
vered and emerged triumphant.

many of the crew and instructors at

Outward Bound, cut her teeth as a young deckhand aboard schooners
in California and Washington. From Adventuress and Alcyone in Port
Townsend to Irving Johnson and Tole Mour in Los Angeles, the crew of
Avelinda have taken the lessons they learned on West Coast tall ships
and used them to provide Outward Bound students with some of the
most challenging sailing expeditions in the country.

This was the vision of innovative educator Kurt Hahn who started
Outward Bound in 1941 as a way to provide young merchant mariners
with the experience of survival at sea — to push them farther and
harder than they’d ever gone before. Hahn believed the experience of
overcoming extreme adversity would provide the strength and gen-
erosity of character needed to succeed and survive the rigors of life
ahead, whatever it might bring.

The program was an astounding success and the lessons that
came out of it have proven to be timeless. Since ‘64, Hurricane Island
Outward Bound School, based in Wheeler Bay, Maine, has been draw-

ing teens and adults from all over the
country to learn the lessons of the
sea. But students learn more than
just traditional navigation — they
don’t get a GPS — and seamanship.
They also learn about leadership,
communication, teamwork and the
value and art of building supportive
relationships within their crew and
their community.

Christopher Fleming, HIOBS
Director of Innovation, grew up in
Southern California and began his
career with Outward Bound at the -

COURTESY HIOBS

Pacific Crest School in the Sierra

Nevada. When asked to describe the Outward Bound offers sailing programs

in Maine, Florida and Costa Rica.

program, Chris responded, “Every
student you meet is going to have a different answer to that ques-
tion. Outward Bound is the term that describes a ship leaving the
safety of a harbor for the open sea, taking on the challenges, risks
and endless opportunities of a voyage. At HIOBS, that ship is both

continued on outside column of next sightings page

strictly sail

visit the show:

¢ Learn to splice, service a winch, work
on your engine, and more during hands-
on demos at interactive exhibits.

¢ Get out on the water with the Dis-
cover Sailing.

e Keep the kids entertained with
sailing-related activities.

e Show attendees can take their pick
of more than 100 free hourly seminars,
as well as more advanced presentations,
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by authors and noted experts, including
Nigel Calder and Jimmy Cornell.

But whatever you do, don’t miss Lati-
tude 38's Baja Ha-Ha, Puddle Jump and
Delta Doo Dah Reunion Party on Friday,
April 13 from 5-7 p.m. It’s open to vets
and wannabes alike — which basically
means everyone’s invited — and there will
be free beer, wine and munchies. We'll see
you there!

— ladonna

SIGHTINGS

adventure — cont’d

literal and figurative. We may be crossing an ocean or starting a new
job, running a river or just trying to regain perspective and direction
in our lives, but ultimately every expedition is a personal one. We
believe that real, challenging wilderness expeditions are consummate
facilitators of the elements that steward personal growth.”

HIOBS serves roughly 1,000 students every year, including return-
ing U.S. veterans (see the video abcnews.go.com/Nightline/video/
band-brothers-great-outdoors-14937488). They offer expeditions from
8-85 days in Maine, the Florida Keys and Costa Rica. To learn more
about the HIOBS, visit their website at www.outwardbound.org and
their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/OutwardBoundSea.
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