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Sticky Note
Welcome to the August 2009 eBook edition of Latitude 38.

You can now choose between downloading the entire magazine as one file, or as two smaller sections.

You can then use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.

Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.

Happy Summer Sailing to all!



510-865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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• Prime deep water concrete slips in 
a variety of sizes

• Great Estuary location at the heart 
of the beautiful Alameda Island

• Complete bathroom and shower 
facility, heated and tiled

• FREE pump out station open 24/7
• Full Service Marine Center and 

haul out facility
• Free parking
• Free WiFi on site!
And much more…

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 

TENANTS

Alameda Prop and Machine........ 162
Bay Island Yachts.......................... 10
Blue Pelican Marine.................... 168
The Boat Yard at Grand Marina.... 13
Lee Sails...................................... 172
Marine Lube................................ 170
Pacific Crest Canvas...................... 67
Pacific Yacht Imports...................... 9
Rooster Sails................................. 97
UK-Halsey Sailmakers.................. 54

A perfect ending to a hot August day. 
Grand Marina – simply beautiful.



*Powered by Pineapples
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On, Vixen!

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Vixen*

It all started when Linda Kibler decided to 
give her husband, Steve, a spinnaker for 
Christmas a few years ago. The Kiblers were 
restoring a classic 1904 Custom yawl, Vixen, 
and at the time the restoration was nearing 
completion.

Steve was certainly pleased with the thought 
of the new spinnaker for Vixen – and a new 
main and a new mizzen and a new self- 
tacking jib. So he added to Linda’s sail order 
and, after careful measurements were taken, 
the boat had a new suit of Pineapple Sails.

This year Vixen won her division in the Mas-
ter Mariners Regatta, an event sailed on San 
Francisco Bay that was started in the late 
1800’s and revived for these great old clas-
sics in the 1960’s. 

Vixen is unique, a real labor of love for Steve 
and Linda.

We feel the same about every sail we make.  
We invite you to come by the Pineapple 
Sails loft to see sails being made right here 
in Alameda and to meet the folks mak-
ing them. Whether your boat is new, over 
100 years old, or somewhere in between, 
we build all our sails – your sails – with the 
same care and expertise. 

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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Cover: Hoist the Broomstick! – It was a clean sweep for
John Kilroy Jr.'s TP 52 Samba Pa Ti in this year's TransPac.

Photo: Sharon Green/www.ultimatesailing.com

Copyright 2009 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anecdotes, 
photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line somewhere. 
Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to a West Coast 
or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety of pertinent, 
in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white prints with 
identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be legible. 
These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, but if 
you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions to 
editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 Lo-
cust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.



www.passageyachts.blogspot.com • www.passageyachts.com

Pt. Richmond 
Office

Alameda Office
Marina Village

FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

Beneteau 49, '07.................BYC....339,000
Beneteau First 47.7, '01......SAU....228,000
Beneteau 473......................AMV....259,900
Beneteau 473......................AMV....326,500
Explorer 45, '79...................AMV....130,000
Beneteau 423, '04...............SAU....185,000
Beneteau 43, '08.................BYC....239,000
Tayana Vancouver 42, '79...AMV.... *79,500
Sunnfjord 42, '81 (power)....AMV....108,000
Californian 42, '87 (power)..AMV....119,950
Cascade 41, '71..................AMV.... *59,500
Island Packet 40, '98.......... EMR....269,000
Carroll Marine 1200, '95......RYC......89,000
Beneteau 393, '07...............AMV....175,000
Wauquiez Hood 38*, '79......AMV......59,000
Island Packet 370, 04..........RYC....299,000
Islander Freeport 36, '78.....AMV......45,000
Beneteau First 36.7, '05.......LAX....112,000
CS 36, '84........................... EMR......55,000
Fantasia 35, '79...................AMV......74,500
J/109, '03............................BYC....192,900
Beneteau 331, '04...............BYC......85,000
Sea Ray 340, '06 (power)....AMV....174,500
Tiara 29, '98 (power)............AMV......69,900

*Owner financing available

Two
Locations!

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
p: 510-236-2633 
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite 101 

p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU     ISLAND PACKET     ALERION EXPRESS     WAUQUIEZ

37' ESTERO Come experience firsthand the 
elegance and uncompromising 
craftsmanship of the Island Packet 
line of cruising sailboats. Find out 
why these boats have a follow-
ing whose dedication borders on 
zeal. Practicality, efficiency, safety, 
and a precise attention to detail 
make every aspect of the Island 
Packets border on perfection.

Beneteau 393	 2003
Very clean, with new bottom 
paint, inverter, dodger, wind-
lass, A/C and more. Motivated 
seller. $139,500

Beneteau 45f5	 1991
Farr designed performance 
cruiser. New sails, NKE sys-
tem, SSB, AP, laptop nav 
system, dodger, more. Very 
good condition. $160,000

Hunter Legend 450	 1998
Big boat at a great price. 
Ready to  cru ise wi th 
generator, A/C, TV, AP, ra-
dar, GPS, inverter, more!  
$179,000

X-412	 2001
Like new condition. Flag 
b lue  hu l l . Euro  c ra f t 
meets high performance.  
$219,000

Tartan 4400	 2005
Ready to cruise, beautiful 
and well equipped. Health 
forces sale. Owner will con-
sider trades/partial financing. 
$449,000

Beneteau 351	 1995
Maintained in perfect condi-
tion. Roomy and comfort-
able interior – like new. 
$73,500

Brokerage • Staff Picks

We make boat buying fun… Since 1982

Join us August 15 for our Island Packet Demo Day!

Join us on Saturday, August 15
• Demo rides on the new Estero  • Full line of Island Packets on display

• Leaseback Opportunities Available
• Cruising Seminars (check our website for schedule)

• Barbecue  • Product demonstrations

Please call (510) 236-2633 to RSVP for this event 
as sailing space is limited.

Full line: 485 • 465CC • 460 • SP Cruiser 41 • 37 • Estero

Since 1982, Passage Yachts has been 
providing sailors with the help and 
services they need to realize their sailing 
aspirations. We have helped people find 
the right boat to cruise or race the Bay, 
the coast and beyond.

The lines we represent reflect our focus 
and commitment to providing excellent 
value and a lifetime of service.

Our Goals and Commitment:
• To find you the perfect boat for your 

budget and use, not fit you into some-
thing at our docks.

• To handle all the details of a new or used 
boat purchase from finding the right boat 
to financing to equipping and/or upgrad-
ing – and all within your budget.

• To provide the best customer care and 
service from our experienced sales staff 
and award-winning service department.

• To make buying your boat – new or used 
– one of the best experiences of your life.
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www.tridentfunding.com

B O A T
LOANS

"a fresh
approach

from people
you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

from

Trident Funding

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

In San Diego call

MIKE LOCKARD

(619) 255-5666

❏	eBooks are now free!
Check out www.latitude38.com and click on
eBooks to see what we're talking about. 
Our eBooks are in PDF format, 
easy to use with Adobe Reader

❏	Enclosed is $36 for one year Third Class Postage
	 (Delivery time 2-3 weeks; Postal Service will not forward third class, so you must
	 make address change with us in writing.)

❏	Enclosed is $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time

	  2-3 days; FPO/APO (military), Canada & Mexico subscriptions are first class only)

❏	Third Class Renewal   ❏ First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏	Gift Subscription –
	

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City	 State	 Zip

❏	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
	 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
	 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
	 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏	 Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County			   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
Current issue = $6.00    •    With classy ad placed = $5.00
Back Issues = $7.00 (must indicate exact issue by month or vol. #)

❏ Mastercard	 ❏ visa	 ❏ american express

Number:__________________________________Exp.:	 __________ csv: ______	

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please read form carefully
before submitting.

We regret that we cannot
accept foreign subscriptions.

Check, money order, or
credit card information

must accompany request.

Please allow 4-6 wks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

Free
eBooks

Card to
read from:

Phone: (       )	 Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor..........Richard Spindler........... richard@latitude38.com........ext. 111 
Associate Publisher..............John Arndt.................... john@latitude38.com............ext. 108
Managing Editor...................Andy Turpin.................. andy@latitude38.com...........ext. 112 
Editor...................................LaDonna Bubak............ ladonna@latitude38.com.......ext. 109 
Racing Editor.......................Rob Grant..................... rob@latitude38.com..............ext. 105 
Contributing Editors.............John Riise, Paul Kamen
Advertising Sales.................John Arndt.................... john@latitude38.com............ext. 108 
Advertising Sales.................Shawn Grassman......... shawn@latitude38.com.........ext. 107
General Manager..................Colleen Levine.............. colleen@latitude38.com........ext. 102 
Production/Web...................Christine Weaver.......... chris@latitude38.com...........ext. 103 
Production/Photos...............Annie Bates-Winship.... annie@latitude38.com...........ext. 106
Bookkeeping........................Helen Nichols............... helen@latitude38.com...........ext. 101

Directions to our office............................................................................................press 4 
Subscriptions........................................................................................................press 1,4 
Classified.............................class@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,1 
Distribution..........................distribution@latitude38.com....................................press 1,5 
Editorial................................editorial@latitude38.com..........................................press 1,6 
Calendar...............................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email..........................general@latitude38.com

Please address all correspondence by person or department name 
15 Locust Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941  •  (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

www.latitude38.com
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320 34 350 375 400 42 445440 470New Catalina’s In Stock

Finalize Your Dream...

ALAMEDA • NEWPORT BEACH •  SAN DIEGO 
w w w. f a r a l l o n e y a c h t s . c o m

2353 Shelter Island Drive 
San Diego CA 92106 

619 • 523 • 6730

1070 Marina Village Pkwy.
Alameda CA 94501 
510 • 523 • 6730

Worlds Largest  Catal ina Yacht Dealer!

 

NEW 29’Ranger TugC375

The closer you look the better we get!

New Catalina 445! Celebrating!
40th Anniversary of Catalina Yachts

35th Anniversary of Farallone Yacht Sales
Experience counts!

Preowned Catalina Yachts
Catalina 470	 2006	 $399,900
Catalina 440	 2005	 $331,900
Catalina 42	 2001	 $185,000
Catalina 42	 2006	 $239,900
Catalina 42	 1992	 $127,000
Catalina 400	 2001	 $189,000
Catalina 380	 1998	 $127,000
Catalina 380	 2000	 $129,000
Catalina 380	 1999	 $127,000
Catalina 36	 1989	 $52,900
Catalina 36	 1987	 $59,000
Catalina 36	 1990	 $65,900
Catalina 36	 2002	 $119,000
Catalina 350	 2004	 $139,800
Catalina 320	 2001	 $86,000
Catalina 310	 2007	 $115,000
Catalina 280	 2004	 $65,500
Catalina 280	 1999	 $50,000

Preowned Sailing Yachts
Hunter 466	 2000	 $219,500
Cavalier 45	 1985	 $255,000
Morgan 45CC	 1992	 $159,000
Hunter 450	 2000	 $189,000
Endeavour 43	 1980	 $139,900
Jeanneau 43DS	 2002	 $235,000
Hunter Passage CC 42	  
	 1996	 $144,900
Bavaria 42	 2006	 $189,900
Jeanneau 42DS	 2005	 $249,000
Fountaine Pajot 42	 1995	 $269,000
Hunter 41	 2004	 $165,000
Hunter 41	 2004	 $179,000
Morgan 38	 1979	 $57,500
Tayana 37	 1979	 $59,000
C&C 37+	 1990	 $99,000
Hunter 36	 2004	 $125,000
Hunter 36	 2006	 $135,000

Jeanneau 36	 2008	 $159,000
Wylie 36	 1978	 $57,500
Hunter 35.5	 1993	 $59,000
Hunter 34	 1998	 $79,000
Nantucket 33	 1984	 $49,950
Irwin 34	 1985	 $29,000
Seawind Cat 33	 1997	 $139,000
Cheoy Lee 32	 1977	 $36,500
Hunter 306	 2004	 $59,500
Preowned Power Yachts
Trojan II Meter Express 37		
	 1988	 $49,900
Carver Santiago	 1990	 $39,000
Regal 2860	 2004	 $57,000
New Ranger Tugs in Stock
Ranger 29 Tug	 2009	 $214,937*
Ranger 25 Tug	 2009	 $137,937*
Ranger 21-EC Tug	 2010	 $49,937*

*Base price.
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STARBUCK

canvas works

67 Liberty Ship Way 
Sausalito, CA 94965

415•332•2509

Before:
The Box After:

Beyond 
the Box

THINK

Just say no to boxy 
dodgers!

2330 Shelter Island Dr. # 207, San Diego, CA 92106
info@yachtfinders.biz

(619) 224-2349
Toll Free (866) 341-6189

30' NONSUCH ULTRA, '84	 $49,900
Biggest 30-footer afloat. The roomy 
interior and the easy-to-handle cat rig 
make it a desirable family cruiser.

52' SANTA CRUZ, '93	 $450,000
Impeccably maintained. Two-stateroom 
layout. Tall carbon fiber mast, fractional 
jibs, masthead spinnakers.

35' ERICSON MKIII, '83	 $58,900
White Star has been passionately 
maintained. She is a swift, stable day-
sailer and dependable cruiser.

35' FANTASIA CC, '78	 $38,000
In the heavy going she will have a 
comfortable motion, and she will surge 
smoothly through big seas.

38' ERICSON, '84	 $64,900
Respectable performance in a solidly-
built boat, and a comfortable layout with 
two private staterooms.

37' JEANNEAU 37.1, '95	 $98,500
Her shoal draft makes it possible to 
get into those choice shallow spots not 
available to other sailboats.

Go to
www.yachtfinders.biz

for all our 80+ listings!

47' KETTENBURG M/S, '58	 $99,000
She has since been fully restored and 
refurbished with modern amenities, and 
provides the best of both eras.

34' HUNTER 34.5, '85	 $41,000
This boat has enjoyed a flawless and 
well-thought out refit. Don't miss this 
one unless you hate yourself.

36' CATALINA Mkii, '05	 $129,500
Very lightly-used vessel voted San Diego 
Yacht Club's Best Maintained Sail Yacht 
2009. She won't disappoint!

43' BENETEAU 432, '87	 $139,000
The swim platform makes dinghy and 
water entry easy, and with lines led aft to 
the cockpit, she is effortlessly sailed.

32' CATALINA 320, '95	 $62,500
She'll comfortably take the family to the 
islands or be happy on the Bay. Possible 
owner financing available.

35' CAL MKIII, '81	 $42,000
Bullet-proof hull and deck joints. This 
handsome yacht is a capable cruiser 
while retaining her racer abilities.

REDUCED

$95K Ready to  Sai l  
LOA

27’ 10” 
LWL
25’ 0” 

Beam
7’ 6” 

Draft
6’ 0” 

Displ.  
4,073 

Spar
Carbon 

landingschoolboats.com 207-985-7976

Introducing the LS-30 performance daysailer from
The Landing School. Only two available annually. 



Pacific Yacht Imports We’re at Grand Marina
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1969 COLUMBIA 43 SLOOP
An oldie but a goodie. Sunflower is
set for cruising with chartplotter,

radar, solar panels, davits and
Givens 6-man liferaft. $47,500

Dave Wolfe  •  Neil Weinberg

1982 TAYANA 42 CC
Well cared for and well equipped

bluewater cruiser. Great layout with 
loads of storage and a separate stall 

shower in aft head. $129,500

Tel (510) 865-2541    Fax (510) 865-2369
tayana@mindspring.comwww.pacificyachtimports.net

2051 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501

Exclusive West Coast Dealer for Tayana Yachts

TAYANA 54 DECK SALON AT OUR DOCKS

1988 FRASER 51 CUTTER
 Wingstar is a Canadian-built center 

cockpit cutter. Great shape and 
ready to go again. 

$229,000

1997 TARTAN 4600
Must see! Custom Kevlar reinforced 
hull. Beautifully maintained with a

huge inventory of equipment and sails. 
$390,000

1978 TARTAN 30
Clean, well taken care of example 

of this timeless S&S design.
$15,500

2007 TAYANA 46 PILOTHOUSE
Cruise in comfort in any climate with inside 
steering. With only 12 hours on Yanmar 
100 hp dsl, she's virtually new. Over 1,000-
mile range under power. $369,000

1973 C&C 48 SLOOP
Great ex-racer refit at the factory with 
a new interior, wiring, rod rigging and 

Perkins MT 80.
$175,000

1990 TAYANA 55
Well cared for and consistently 

upgraded. New teak decks in 2006. 
New engine 2008. Lying Turkey.

$360,000

1973 BREWER 43 CC KETCH
Custom center cockpit teak ketch prop-
erly maintained by a meticulous owner.

$69,000

2005 TAYANA 48 DECK SALON 
Like new with only 71 hrs on Yanmar. 

Raymarine electronics, air/heat,
genset, Corian, LeisureFurl main,

electric winches. $489,900

AT OUR DOCKS

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Just back from Mexico in great shape 

with everything you need for this
year's Baja Ha-Ha.

$469,000

REDUCED

S E L E C T    B R O K E R A G E

2007 TAYANA 48 DECK SALON
Calmate has a beautiful LPU navy hull 
and is loaded with gear. Radar arch, davits, 
Leisurefurl boom, electric winches, full 
canvas and up to date electronics. $525,000

REDUCED

REDUCED

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS

AT OUR DOCKS
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Boatbuilding  ~  Marine Carpentry

Specializing in composite wood construction

Authorized builders for James Wharram Designs and 
Reuel Parker. We can build to any design you desire.

561.744.0855   ❙   561.632.2628
www.boatsmithfl.com

Jupiter, Florida

Visit us online at www.bayislandyachts.com

(510) 814-0400
Fax (510) 814-8765

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.bayislandyachts.com

yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com

1984, $65,900

NONSUCH 30 ULTRA HUNTER 45

1988. Reduced! $79,500

1977, $110,000

FORMOSA 51

NONSUCH 33

1989, $125,000

1982. Very clean. $24,500

PEARSON 32

NEWPORT 33

1984. Very clean! $35,900

FOUNTAINE PAJOT 43

2002 Belize, $350,000

CATALINA 34

1988, $43,900

1979, $13,000

32' COLUMBIA 9.6 CATALINA 36

2002, INQUIRE

In Grand 

Marina

SISTERSHIP SISTERSHIP

Santa Cruz

(831)
475-3383

Sausalito

(415)
331-3166

GP 3206
6" color LCD
with charts

GP 3205
5" color LCD
with charts

$1175

$859

$709

GP 3210
10.4" color LCD
with charts



PLEASE VISIT our Fuel Dock at Gashouse Cove marina • Open 7 days a week • 9am to 5pm

San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969

10 MARINA BL. • SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94123 • Toll Free: 877-444-5091 • 415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725 • email sales@citysf.com • website http://yachtworld.com/cityyachts

YACHTSA N D    
T H ECITY
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30' Knarr, '84   $25,000Catalina 34, '94   $70,000

Hylas 42, '89   $165,000

34' Irwin, '80   $23,800

42' Fountaine Pajot Venezia, 
'95, $230,000 

Carver 30, '93   $59,900

35' Niagara, '80   $58,500

51' Morgan Out Island, '82
$135,000

35' Maxum, '02   $190,000

46' Moody, '00   $399,000

36' Islander, '75   $38,500

28' Bayliner 2855, '00   $44,500

BERTH
40' SF Berth

47' Chris Craft Commander, '74 
$199,000

Cabo Rico 38, '81   $80,000 32' Grand Banks, '80   $89,900
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New Sailboats
2010  Jeanneau 57 CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 54DS $549,900
2009 Hunter 50 CC  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 50DS CALL 
2009 Hunter 49  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 49i CALL 
2009 Hunter 45  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 45DS CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 45DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 44i  CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 44i Prf.     CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 42DS CALL 
2009 Hunter 41DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 39DS CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 39i  CALL 
2008 Jeanneau 39i  $237,725     
2009 Hunter 38  CALL 
2009 Hunter 36 CALL 
2009 Hunter 33  CALL 
2009 Jeanneau 32 CALL
2009 Jeanneau SunFast  CALL 
2009 Hunter 31  CALL 
2008 Hunter 31   CALL 

Brokerage Boats
2005 Jeanneau 54DS $650,000     
2008 Hunter 45CC $340,000
2006 Jeanneau 45 $329,500
2006 Jeanneau 45 $319,000   
2007 Hunter 44DS  $199,995     
2005 Hunter 44DS   $210,000     
2003 Jeanneau 43DS $228,000    
1998 Catalina 42  $148,000 
2000 Hunter 42 $165,000
2005 Hunter 41 DS  $187,500    
2000 Jeanneau 40 $149,000    
1996 Hunter 375  $89,900
1991 Hunter 37  $74,900    
2003 Beneteau 361  $94,950
1986 Freedom 36  $79,900    
2007 Hunter 36  $149,995
2004 Hunter 36  $114,995
1992 Solaris 36   $99,990     
1996 Bayliner 3485  $49,995 
1997 Catalina 34  $79,500
2000 Hunter 340   $76,000    
1999  Hunter 340  $83,500    
2006  Nordic Tug 32 $237,500    
1999  Hunter 310  $44,995    

www.cruisingyachts.net

(888) 78-YACHT (619) 681-0633 (949) 650-7245 
            Alameda         San Diego  Newport Beach

Proudly Representing

 NEW offices in San Diego & Newport Beach!
With multiple locations and a huge inventory of new & used, 

nobody offers you more choices for your next sailboat! 

WE’VE EXPANDED! Now in Southern California!

Featured Boats of the Month!
2003 Beneteau 361 - Very clean, one-owner 
boat with low engine hours. She has been 
berthed in fresh water since new. She has a 
very functional 2-cabin interior, excellent gal-
ley with frig & freezer, gorgeous woodwork & 

more. And, best of all, she’s priced to sell!
Our Trade-in! Asking $94,950 

1998 Catalina 42 MKII - Reduced Price! This 
late model two cabin pullman style model has 
been very nicely maintained. Well equipped for 
comfortable cruising. Owner is a 2 boat owner 
who is very motivated to sell! This boat must 

go! Contact Ian in the San Diego Office.
Asking $148,000 

Sail Mexico Aboard the 
Schooner Seaward Winter 2010

Channel Islands from Los Angeles	 Jan 5-10	 $1,000
Los Angeles to Cabo San Lucas	 Jan 14-26	 $1,350 
La Paz to Cabo San Lucas	 Feb 19-24	 $1,100 
Cabo to San Francisco	 Feb 24-Mar 13	 $850

www.SeawardAdventures.org • (415) 331-3214

These trips share the hands-on educational spirit of Call of 
the Sea's mission and help support our Youth Programs.
Seaward is an 82-ft USCG-inspected vessel owned by	
Call of the Sea, a non-profit educational organization.

www.callofthesea.org • info@callofthesea.org

Be part of the adventure. This is a hands-on opportunity for all levels of sail-
ors to enjoy the pristine beauty of Baja and camaraderie with your shipmates.

Answer the 'Call of the Sea'
Adventure Voyages to Mexico's Sea of Cortez

www.SeawardAdventures.org

Contact us 

now! Limited 

Availability!



(510) 521-6100  •  Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina  •  2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

www.boatyardgm.com

The Boat Yard at Grand Marina
"Where Service Has Meaning"

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   Compare us with the competition   ~

CALL FOR A RESERVATION

FEATURING
TRINIDAD

ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

RATED "SUPERIOR" by
Practical Sailor

• Prop and Shaft Work

• Mast & Rigging Repair

• Fiberglass & Blister Repair

• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel 
Engine Service

• LPU Hull & Topside

• Electrical Repair & 
Installation

Dealers for:

60-ton travelift

The only yard to brush on your bottom paint!
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Headquarters
for the exclusive

"SUPER 
COTE"
BOTTOM

JOB

There's No Finer
Bottom

Than Ours!*
Call today to

schedule your
2009 haulout,

bottom, fiberglass, 
engine, rigging and

LPU work.

*Well almost none.

SHE'S
BACK…
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BRISBANE 
MARINA✠

Brisbane Marina would like to welcome  
Golden Gate Charter, LLC, 
to our line of services.  
Call Grant today at (650) 773-3311
grant@ggcharter.com
www.ggcharter.com

Call Grant Gilliam for 
charter information.
(650) 773-3311

From Hwy 101, take the Sierra Point Pkwy 
exit and follow the signs to the marina.

400 Sierra Point Parkway
Brisbane, CA 94005
(650) 583-6975

www.ci.brisbane.ca.us
harbormaster@ci.brisbane.ca.us

Welcome Golden Gate Charter!

www.yachtworld.com/mazmarine

Mike Rickman & Shelly R. Ward
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (877) 245-9689

Phone & FAX: 011 52 (612) 123-1948
E-mail: LaPazYachts@aol.com

Ray Watson & Jeannette Sarrasin
Toll free US/CAN: 1 (888) 716-7430
Phone & FAX: 011 52 (669) 913-3165
E-mail: Mazmarine@aol.com

MANY MORE LISTINGS ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.MAZMARINE.COM

54’ HUNTER SLOOP 1983…$90,000 47’ CATALINA SLOOP, 1999…$244,000 45’ HUNTER 450 PASSAGE CC, 1998…$165,000

41’ MORGAN OI 415 CC KETCH, 1979…$69,900 40’ ROBERTS CC CUTTER SLOOP, 1980…$87,000 39’ CAL, 1980…$74,900

38’ FOUNTAINE PAJOT ATHENA CATAMARAN, 1995…$174,500 32’ WESTSAIL CUTTER, 1981…$63,500 31’ BROWN Searunner tri, 1978…$32,000
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San Francisco Boat Works
835 Terry A. François St., San Francisco, CA 94158

(415) 626-3275     Fax (415) 626-9172

Be our guest for lunch at the historic Ramp Restaurant*
*Some restrictions apply

FREEDOM 
FROM HIGH MAINTENANCE COSTS

And we're always available!

REQUEST A HAUL-OUT

  ONLINE!
ORDER PARTS  

ONLINE!

SUMMER HEAT 

MEANS 
HOT 

DISCOUNTS!

www.sfboatworks.com
CALL US - SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

Shield opening ports from rain

(941) 448-9173

• Keep ports open in the rain
• Air out cabin and head
• Maintain visibility
• Increase boat's comfort
• Install easily, without tools
• Enjoy life aboard more often

Many sizes for aluminum, bronze, stainless, and plastic portholes.
Made from clear UV-resistant Lexan with bronze tint.

www. .com

KISSINGER CANVAS
Marine Canvas & Interiors

STEVEN KISSINGER

(925) 825-6734
Covering the Entire Bay Area

• Biminis

• Boat Covers

• Cushions

• Sail Covers

• Headliners

• Awnings

DODGERS

Side handrails and window covers
included.

OPTIONS

Aft handrail, dodger cover,
sailing bimini.

Free Estimates and Delivery
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*Service provided during normal boating seasons.  Details and exclusions can be found online at BoatUS.com/towing or by calling.

Unlimited Towing services include:

	On-the-water towing, soft ungroundings,   
jump starts & fuel delivery

Applies to ALL recreational boats you 
own, borrow or charter

24/7 dispatch and assistance

No claim made on your hull insurance

BoatU.S. offers Unlimited towing services to 
Saltwater/freshwater boaters for just $135 
and to Freshwater-only boaters for just $53. 
You may never need to carry extra cash 
again.  Just present your Membership card 
as payment.

It’s not that the services or your boat 
aren’t worth it, that’s just the average 
price of a tow on the water without 
towing service from BoatU.S.

Bottom line...pay a little now or a whole lot more later.

To join BoatU.S., Call

800-888-4869
or visit BoatUS.com

Without BoatU.S., This Tow 
Could Cost You $600

®

www.boatswainslocker.com2 
lo

ca
tio

ns
 

to
 s

er
ve

 y
ou



400 Harbor Drive • Sausalito, CA 94965

(415) 332-5432 • (800) 310-5432
Fax: (415) 332-8136

andersonsboat@pacbell.net
www.andersonsboatyard.net

ANDERSON'S  BOAT  YARD

Call now to reserve space for:

• Sprayed racing bottoms

• Custom topside paint jobs

• Complete rigging shop

•	Custom metal fabrication

• Electrical installation & repairs

• Engine service and repower

All of us at Anderson’s 
would like to thank
all our customers
for choosing the

#1 boatyard
on the Bay.

Come see us
for your

boating needs!

The #1 Boat Yard on the Bay!

Where do you go for the final touch-ups on your 85-ft custom power yacht?

 ANDERSON'S of course!
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Non-Race
	 July 30-Aug. 2 — H&S Power & Sailboat Owner Rendez-
vous at Catalina Island. Register at www.hsyacht.com.
	 Aug. 1 — Flea Market & Maritime Celebration at Galilee 
Harbor in Sausalito, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Info, (415) 332-8554 or 
www.galileeharbor.org.
	 Aug. 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 27 — Sail aboard SF Maritime 
National Historic Park's scow schooner Alma. Learn the Bay's 
history on this 3-hour voyage, leaving Hyde St. Pier at 1 p.m. 
$35 adult, $20 kids 6 & up. Info, www.nps.gov/safr.
	 Aug. 2-30 — Free sailing at Pier 40 every Sunday courtesy 
of BAADS. Info, (415) 281-0212 or www.baads.org.
	 Aug. 5 — Howl at the full moon on a Wednesday night.
	 Aug. 5-26 — Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Series at St. 
Francis YC, 12-2 p.m., $13.50. Enjoy lunch and a dynamic 
speaker every Wednesday. All YCs' members welcome. More 
info under the 'Events' tab at www.stfyc.com.
	 Aug. 6-9 — Beneteau Owners Rendezvous at Catalina's 
Two Harbors. Info, www.southwesternyachts.com.
	 Aug. 11-Nov. 3 — Sailing Skills and Seamanship course 
by USCG Auxiliary at Sausalito Cruising Club on Tuesdays, 
7:30 p.m. $75 fee includes textbook. Contact Margrit at (415) 
324-3739 or margritkeyes@sbcglobal.net to register.
	 Aug. 13 — Single sailors of all skill levels are invited to the 
Single Sailors Association monthly meeting at Ballena Bay YC, 
6:30 p.m. Info, www.singlesailors.org or (510) 233-1064.
	 Aug. 15 — Alameda YC Membership Drive and Open House 
at Fortman Marina in Alameda, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Complimentary 
lunch! Info, (510) 522-9080 or www.fortman.com.
	 Aug. 15-16 — A Century of Guarding the Golden Gate 
event at Angel Island, free. Info, www.angelisland.org.
	 Aug. 16, 30 — Cal Sailing Club's free introductory sails 
at Berkeley Marina, 1-4 p.m. Info, www.cal-sailing.org.
	 Aug. 21-23 — 22nd Annual Metal Boat Festival in Port 
Angeles, WA. Info, www.metalboatsociety.org.
	 Aug. 22 — Boating Safety course by USCG Auxiliary at 
Aeolian YC in Alameda, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $25 fee, $10 lunch. 
Info, (510) 523-2586 or aeolianyc@aol.com.
	 Aug. 29 — 19th Annual Vallejo YC Flea Market, starting 
at 8 a.m. "If it's legal, sell it!" Info, (707) 643-1254.
	 Sept. 7 — The unofficial end of summer — Labor Day.
	 Sept. 9 — Latitude 38's Mexico-Only Crew List Party & Baja 
Ha-Ha Reunion at Encinal YC, 6-9 p.m. $7 (free for registered 
2009 Ha-Ha skippers and first mates). Info, (415) 383-8200 
or www.latitude38.com/crewlist/Crew.html.
	 Sept. 11-13 — 33rd Wooden Boat Festival in Port 
Townsend, WA. "The Woodstock for wooden boat lovers." Info, 
www.woodenboat.org.
	 Sept. 12-20 — Northern California Fall Boat Show at Jack 
London Square in Oakland. Info, www.ncma.com.
	 Sept. 16-20 — Lake Union Boats Afloat Show in Seattle. 
Info, www.boatsafloatshow.com.
	 Sept. 15-Oct. 6 — America's Boating Class by Marin 
Power & Sail Squadron on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. 
Textbook $50. Info, (415) 924-2712.
	 Oct. 25 — Baja Ha-Ha 'Sweet Sixteen' Cruisers Rally starts 
from San Diego!

Racing
	 July 29-Aug. 4 — 2009 Great Pacific Longitude Race, aka 
'The LongPac', a qualifier for next summer's Singlehanded 
TransPac. Info, www.sfbaysss.org.
	 July 31-Aug. 2 — Aldo Alessio Perpetual for IRC, J/120s, 
J/105s and any other big boat one design class that fields six 
boats. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Aug. 1  — South Bay YRA Summer #5. Contact Richard 
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Recent wins reveal 
	 	    SCORCHING SPEED!

2009 Vallejo Race: 
Fastest elapsed time, FIRST in class

2009 Border Run, Newport to San Diego:  
First to finish monohull by one hour!

In the Santa Cruz tradition – a downwind flyer.
Call for a test sail… and hold on tight!

Newport Beach
(949) 675-8035

San Diego
(619) 224-6200

jeff@jk3yachts.com

Alameda
(510) 523-8600

info@sailcal.com

Dealers for Santa Cruz Yachts in California

www.jk3yachts.com • www.sailcal.com
www.santacruzyachts.com

FAST IS FUN!

Two in Stock – Call Now
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77' Andrews, '03**..........................................Reduced! $899,000
56' Andrews, '94, Charisma...........................Reduced! $324,900
52' Santa Cruz, '00, Isis............................. New Listing $520,000
52' Santa Cruz, '99, Renegade.................. New Listing $595,000
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03**................................................. $700,000
48' Kristen Steel Offshore, '01, Trinity**.........Reduced! $529,000
44' J/44, '90, Phoenix.................................................... $219,000
41' J/124, '07, Fortuna...................................Reduced! $298,000
41' Passport, '90, 360**.................................Reduced! $239,000
41' Bianca 414, '80, Avion...............................Reduced! $43,500
40' Advance, '85, Caribou**....................... New Listing $159,500
40' J/120, '01, OuiB5.....................................Reduced! $199,000
40' J/40, '86, China Cloud.............................................. $159,000
40' Tripp, '92, Snake Oil**................................................ $85,900
40' Catalina 400 Mk II, '07**............................................... SOLD
39' Carroll Marine CM 1200, '95**............... New Listing $82,500
39' Schumacher Custom, '96, Recidivist....................... $149,000
38' Sydney, '00, Howl....................................Reduced! $169,000
38' X-Yachts 382, '99, XTC............................Reduced! $179,000
37' J/37, '88, Hull #30**................................................. $105,000

36' Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 36.2, '97**....... New Listing $89,900
36' J/109, '04, Crazy Diamond.......................Reduced! $169,000
36' J/36, '83**................................................................... $57,900
35' J/105, '04, Hull #617, formerly Chili Pepper**.......... $127,500
35' J/105, '02, Breezy.................................................... $117,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #347, Bald Eagle............................. $114,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #298, Chilaxn.................................. $114,000
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good**........................................... $83,000
35' J/105, '99, Hull #255, Rodster**.................Reduced! $99,500
35' J/35c, '91, Belle**................................. New Listing $120,000
35' J/35, '87, Storm Front**.......................... New Listing $55,000
35' Ericson 35 MkIII, '86, Symmetry................................ $49,000

34' J/34, '85, The Zoo**................................................... $29,900
34' MJM 34z, '08**..................................... New Listing $499,000
34' MJM 34z, '05**.........................................Reduced! $384,000
34' Classic Hans Pederson Power Yacht, '63**............... $59,000
33' J/100, '06**........................................... New Listing $125,000
33' J/100, Hull #5, '05, Reddie Freddie..........Reduced! $118,000
30' J/92, '93, J Moto............................................................ SOLD
30' J/30, '84**................................................................... $34,000
29' J/29, '85, Masthead**................................................. $28,000
29' MJM 29z, '07**..................................... New Listing $298,000
29' Back Cove, '05, Diamond Lil....................Reduced! $169,900
29' Cobalt 292, '01**........................................Reduced! $69,000
28' Alerion Express, '06**...........................New Listing $110,000
27' Nor'Sea, aft cabin, '91**......................... New Listing $39,500
27' Antrim 27, '98, Luna................................................... $38,000
27' Choate, '79, Allegro Con Brio**..................................... SOLD
26' J/80, '01, Lay Down Sally........................................... $32,000
26' Maple Bay, '92**..................................... New Listing $65,000
22' Aquapro Raider 665, '04............................Reduced! $39,900

** Indicates Seattle Boats

J/105, 2002, Breezy
Very clean, beautiful boat. 

Asking $117,000

Sydney 38
2000
Howl

Awesome boat, race 
ready, cruising comfort.

Asking $169,000

Santa Cruz 52, 
2000 
Isis

The ultimate cruising 
boat with shallow 

draft.

Asking $520,000

Back Cove 29, 2005, Diamond Lil
She's a beauty with her new blue hull.

Asking $169,000

J/120, 2001, OuiB5 
One of North America's most successful Big Boat 
One Designs, the J/120 is the most versatile 40-
footer afloat. At our sales dock. Asking $199,000

J/124, 2007, Fortuna 
For the joy of sailing, experience the J/124. 

Asking $298,000

Custom Schumacher 39, 1996, Recidivist
Own a legend! 

Asking $149,000

Andrews 56, 1994, Charisma
Asking $324,900

J/105, 2000, Bald Eagle
Well equipped and ready to race.

Asking $114,000

www.sailcal.com • email: info@sailcal.com

Dealers for these fine yachts:

REDUCED

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004

Your PERFORMANCE YACHT SPECIALISTS

Ericson 35 MkIII 
Symmetry

Own a classic 
boat with many 

upgrades!
Asking $49,000

REDUCED
REDUCED

REDUCED

REDUCED
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at rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 Aug. 1-2 — Moseley Regatta. TYC, www.tyc.org.
	 Aug. 3-6 — Lake Tahoe Race Week for El Toros (Nation-
als), Lasers, FJs, FDs, Vanguard 15s, Thistles, Windmills, 
etc. Tahoe YC, Darren Kramer, (530) 581-4700.
	 Aug. 7-9 — Summer National Senior Games on Emeryville 
Flats. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Aug. 8 — YRA-HDA/ODCA Fall 1. RYC, www.yra.org.
	 Aug. 8 — Round the Rock, from the South Bay to Alcatraz. 
BVBC, www.bayviewboatclub.org.
	 Aug. 8 — Ronstan Bay Challenge. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Aug. 8 — HO Lind #5 & 6. TYC, www.tyc.org.
	 Aug. 8 — Gracie & George Regatta, a co-ed doublehander 
featuring 'Gracie' on the helm. EYC, www.encinal.org.
	 Aug. 8 — The return of the Bay classic Midnight Moon-
light Maritime Marathon, a night run from Raccoon Strait to 
Carquinez Strait and back. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
	 Aug. 8-9 — J/24 & Olson 25 Nationals. BYC, www.berke-
leyyc.org.
	 Aug. 8-9 — 18th Annual Day on Monterey Bay Regatta to 
benefit Big Brothers-Big Sisters. SCYC, www.scyc.org.
	 Aug. 14-16 — Laser Masters Nationals. MPYC, www.mpyc.
org.
	 Aug. 15 — YRA-OYRA Half Moon Bay Race. HMBYC, www.
yra.org.
	 Aug. 15 — Tri-Island Race around Treasure Island, Alca-
traz and Red Rock. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
	 Aug. 15 — Lady and the Tramp doublehanded race on 
Folsom Lake. FLYC, www.flyc.org.
	 Aug. 15-16 — BAYS #4/Jr. Olympic Festival at SFYC. Info, 
www.bayarea-youthsailing.com.
	 Aug. 15-16 — El Toro Worlds on Pinecrest Lake. Info. 
www.eltoroyra.org.
	 Aug. 16-30 — 505 NAs and SAP 505 Words. StFYC, www.
stfyc.com.
	 Aug. 22 — SSS Richmond/South Beach Race for single- 
and doublehanders. SSS, www.sfbaysss.org.
	 Aug. 22-23 — YRA-HDA/ODCA Fall 2 off the Cityfront. 
Info, www.yra.org.
	 Aug. 22-23 — 2nd Annual Sarcoma Cup fundraiser. Info, 
www.beatsarcoma.org or nat@beatsarcoma.org.
	 Aug. 23 — Fall Series #1 (Lidos) on Fremont's Lake Eliza-
beth. Info, www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 Aug. 22-30 — Mercury Nat'ls. RYC, www.richmondyc.org.
	 Aug. 29 — Great San Francisco Schooner Race, for schoo-
ners in Gaff and Marconi divisions. SFYC, www.sfyc.org.
	 Aug. 29 — Joan Storer Regatta, TYC's women skippers' 
race. Info, www.tyc.org.
	 Aug. 29 — PICYA Youth/CHISPA Regatta, hosted by 
Encinal YC. Info, www.picya.org.
	 Aug. 30 — YRA-HDA/ODCA Fall 3. YRA, www.yra.org.
	 Aug. 30 — YRA-WBRA (City). YRA, www.yra.org.
	 Aug. 31-Sept. 4 — 18-ft Skiff International, including 
Ronstan Bridge to Bridge, a mad dash from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to the Bay Bridge for 18s, boards and kites. StFYC, 
www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 4 — Windjammers Race. Pop the chute and head for 
Santa Cruz! SCYC, www.windjammersrace.org.
	 Sept. 5 — 21st Annual Jazz Cup, a 26-mile romp from T.I. 
to Benicia YC. SBYC, wwwsouthbeachyc.org.
	 Sept. 5  — South Bay YRA Summer #6. Contact Richard 
at rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 Sept. 5-6 — BAYS #5 at RYC. Info, www.bayarea- 
youthsailing.com.
	 Sept. 10-13 — 45th Rolex Big Boat Series, the highlight 
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Making boating easier – and more fun! 
is what a marina should be all about.
That's why Oyster Cove Marina rates number one with many 
Bay Area boaters. It's an exclusive yet reasonable facility of 219 
berths, accommodating pleasurecraft in slips up to 60-ft long.

Oyster Cove is the private Peninsula 
marina closest to Blue Water boating.
Want to cruise to Sausalito, lunch at Tiburon, or sail to Angel 
Island? How about a day's fishing outside the Gate, or a weekend 
at the Delta? No other private Peninsula marina is better situated 
or offers nicer, fresher surroundings.

385 OYSTER POINT BOULEVARD #8A
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO

( 650 ) 952 - 5540

• Berths 30 feet to 60 feet
• Double Finger Concrete Slips
• Telephone Available
• Five Minutes from SFO
• Heated Dressing Rooms & Showers

We Still 
Offer More!

• Laundry Room   
• Nightly Security Patrol
• Complimentary Ice   
• Cable TV/High Speed Internet
• End Ties Available at $5.95/Ft!
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of the local sailing season. StFYC, www.stfyc.com.
	 Sept. 12 — YRA-OYRA Northern Star. EYC, www.yra.
org.
	 Sept. 12-13 — West Marine Fun Regatta for junior sailors. 
SCYC, www.scyc.org.
	 Sept. 14-19 — Folkboat Int'l Regatta. CYC, www.cyc.org.
	 Sept. 19-20 — Leukemia Cup Regatta, PHRF and one de-
sign racing to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
Hosted by SFYC, featuring keynote speaker Al Gore. Info, 
www.leukemiacup.org/SF.

Summer Beer Can Regattas
	 BALLENA BAY YC — Friday Night Grillers: 8/7, 8/21, 9/4, 
9/18, 10/2, 10/16, 10/30. Info, (510) 523-2292 or race@
bbyc.org.
	 BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB — Monday Night Madness Fall: 
8/3, 8/17, 8/31, 9/14, 9/21 (make-up). Peter McCool, (415) 
864-4334 or bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.
	 BENICIA YC — Every Thursday night through 9/24. Mike 
Munn, (408) 671-1484 or mmunn88@sbcglobal.net.
	 BERKELEY YC — Every Friday night through 9/25. Bobbi 
Tosse, (925) 939-9885 or bobbi_john@jfcbat.com.
	 CAL SAILING CLUB — Year-round Sunday morning dinghy 
races, intraclub only, typically in Laser Bahias and JY15s. 
Email Gary and Alistair at racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
	 CORINTHIAN YC — Every Friday night through 9/4. Donal 
Botkin, (415) 497-5411 or racing@cyc.org. 
	 COYOTE POINT YC — Every Wednesday night through 
10/28. Torin Knorr, (650) 863-2570 or regatta@cpyc.com.
	 ENCINAL YC — Friday Night Summer Twilight Series: 
8/7, 8/21, 9/11, 9/25. Matthew Dean, (510) 406-0851 or 
rearcommodore@encinal.org.
	 FOLSOM LAKE YC — Every Wednesday night through 
9/16. Steve Galeria, (916) 635-3911 or www.flyc.org.
	 GOLDEN GATE YC — Friday nights: 8/14, 8/28. Mont 
McMillen, (209) 481-5158 or ggycracedeck@aol.com.
	 ISLAND YC — Friday Island Nights: 8/14, 8/28, 9/18. 
Info, (510) 521-7442 or www.iyc.org.
	 LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS YC — Every Wednesday 
night through 10/14. Mike Robinson, (530) 713-9080
	 LAKE WASHINGTON SC — Every Thursday night through 
8/27. Roy Pitts, (530) 908-7160, rpitts@ucdavis.edu or www.
lwsailing.org.
	 MONTEREY PENINSULA YC — Sunset Series, every 
Wednesday night through 9/30. Ray Ward, (831) 659-2401 
or www.mpyc.org.
	 OAKLAND YC — Wednesday Night Sweet 16 Series, every 
Wednesday through 9/16. Sheldon Haynie, (510) 368-5427 
or sheldonhaynie@gmail.com.
	 RICHMOND YC — Wednesday nights: 8/5, 8/12, 8/19, 
8/26, 9/2, 9/16, 9/30. Eric Arens, ericarens@comcast.net or 
(510) 841-6022.
	 ST. FRANCIS YC — Wednesday Night Series: 8/5-
8/26. Thursday Night Kiting Series through September.	
Friday Night Windsurfing Series through September. John 
Craig, (415) 563-6363 or racemgr@stfyc.com.
	 SANTA CRUZ YC — Wet Wednesdays, every Wednesday 
night during Daylight Saving Time. Larry Weaver, (831) 423-
8111 or lweaver@cruzio.com.
	 SAUSALITO YC — Tuesday Night Summer Sunset Series: 
8/11, 8/25, 9/8, 9/22. John Mount, (415) 509-8381 or race@
syconline.org.
	 SEQUOIA YC — Every Wednesday night through 10/7. 
Rich Butts, (650) 576-3990 or rcbutts@pacbell.net.
	 SOUTH BEACH YC — Friday Night Series: 8/7, 8/21, 
8/28. Nancy DeMauro, (415) 409-1071 or rearcommodore@
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HANSE 400
THE NEW

400*
320  350  370*  430*  470*  540e  630e

* epoxy option

Ground breaking interior design

Multiple layout options (Individual Cabin Concept)

Modern, award winning performance cruisers

Self-tacking jib engineered into the 

HanseYachts design 

Epoxy hulls (option up to 54 ft)

Safe, comfortable, fast & easy to sail

Compare our pricing 
against the competition

Hanse Yachts US
New office:  
Larry Mayne Yacht & Ship Brokerage
310 Harbor Dr., Sausalito, CA 
(near West Marine)
www.HanseNorCal.com 
Larry Mayne | 650-888-2324
George Higbie | 415-672-4123
John Saul | 415-332-6585
hansemayne@aol.com

Larry Mayne Yacht & Ship Brokerage proudly 
announces our new sales office for Hanse, 
Moody and quality pre-owned vessels in  
Sausalito. Step up to the Hanse or Moody lines.

and

NOW IN 
SAUSALITO
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sbyc.org.
	 STOCKTON SC — Every Wednesday night through 8/26. 
Phil Hendrix, (209) 476-1381 or phil.hendrix@excite.com.
	 TAHOE YC — Wednesday Night Summer Keelboat Series 
through 8/26. Fall Series: 9/2-9/23. Monday Night Summer 
Laser Series through  8/24. Darren Kramer, (530) 581-4700 
or www.tahoeyc.com.
	 TIBURON YC — Every Friday night through 8/11. Gary 
Proctor, (415) 827-2622 or www.tyc.org.
	 VALLEJO YC — Every Wednesday night through 9/30. 
Gordon Smith, (530) 622-8761 or fleetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

	 Please send your calendar items by the 10th of the month 
to calendar@latitude38.com. If you're totally old-school, mail 
them to Latitude 38 (Attn: Calendar), 15 Locust Avenue, Mill 
Valley, CA, 94941 or fax them to us at (415) 383-5816. But 
please, no phone-ins! Calendar listings are for marine-related 
events that either are free or don't cost much to attend. The 
Calendar is not meant to support commercial enterprises.  
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date/day	 slack	 max	 slack	 max	
8/01Sat	 	 0140/3.7E	 0545	 0902/3.0F
	 1209	 1507/1.3E	 1727	 2022/1.9F
	 2255	
8/02Sun	 	 0236/3.9E	 0633	 0949/3.2F
	 1255	 1547/1.5E	 1816	 2110/2.2F
	 2344	
8/08Sat	 	 0013/2.8F	 0306	 0612/4.2E
	 0950	 1247/3.4F	 1602	 1839/3.2E
	 2202	
8/09Sun	 	 0052/2.7F	 0346	 0650/3.9E
	 1015	 1318/3.2F	 1628	 1917/3.5E
	 2243	 	
8/15Sat	 0354	 0657/2.6F	 1027	 1218/1.3E
	 1511	 1821/2.0F	 2107	
8/16Sun	 	 0043/4.3E	 0459	 0809/3.1F
	 1131	 1329/1.5E	 1633	 1930/2.3F
	 2217	
8/22Sat	 	 0005/4.0F	 0306	 0602/4.8E
	 0938	 1234/4.1F	 1539	 1827/4.4E
	 2201	
8/23Sun	 	 0055/3.9F	 0401	 0647/4.1E
	 1018	 1313/3.7F	 1615	 1911/4.4E
	 2253	
8/29Sat	 0415	 0736/2.5F	 1039	 1334/1.0E
	 1605	 1855/1.6F	 2129	
8/30Sun	 	 0101/3.3E	 0513	 0831/2.7F
	 1133	 1437/1.3E	 1704	 1958/1.8F
	 2229	

August Weekend Currents

August Weekend Tides
date/day	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	 time/ht.	
	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	
8/01Sat	 0335/0.1	 1058/4.4	 1502/3.2	 2103/6.0	
8/02Sun	 0420/-0.1	 1139/4.6	 1554/3.1	 2150/6.0
	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW
8/08Sat	 0106/5.6	 0726/0.3	 1420/5.2	 1944/2.1	
8/09Sun	 0147/5.2	 0755/0.7	 1446/5.4	 2027/1.9
	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	
8/15Sat	 0139/0.2	 0918/4.0	 1257/3.3	 1921/6.3
8/16Sun	 0242/-0.2	 1014/4.4	 1412/3.2	 2026/6.6
	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	
8/22Sat	 0109/6.2	 0714/0.1	 1359/6.1	 1944/0.9	
8/23Sun	 0204/5.7	 0754/0.7	 1436/6.2	 2038/0.7
	 LOW	 HIGH	 LOW	 HIGH	
8/29Sat	 0205/0.6	 0940/4.4	 1354/3.3	 1941/5.6	
8/30Sun	 0301/0.4	 1024/4.6	 1453/3.1	 2040/5.6

Call for a FREE Catalog

“We’ve made an anchor riding sail 
from your kit and repaired a sail cover. 
We get a lot accomplished with our 
machine. Thanks!”

Sailrite
Ultrafeed LSZ-1

Sewing Machine

#102600$849.00

Barbara Melson

www.sailrite.com
800.348.2769   260.693.2242



OPEN BOAT WEEKEND
August 8-9

www.marinavillageharbor.com

(510) 521-0905

MARINA VILLAGE
Much More than Just a Marina

If you're dreaming of a new boat, the first and only stop you need is at Marina Village. 
We have more sailboat dealers, brokers and boats in one location than anyone. 

Come visit.

• Better Brokers
• Better Boats
• Better Service

Sail California
J-Boats û Sabre

Santa Cruz Yachts
(510) 523-6730

Passage Yachts
Beneteau û Island Packet 

Wauquiez û Alerion
(510) 864-3000

BROKERS

McGrath Yachts 
(510) 521-5020

Orange Coast Yachts 
(510) 523-2628

Richard Boland 
Yacht Sales 

(510) 521-6213

Farallone Yachts
Catalina

(510) 523-6730

Cruising Yachts
Hunter û Jeanneau
Caliber û Navigator

(510) 749-9001

First Stop –
Marina Village

Caliber 40

NEW

Catalina 445

J/122

Jeanneau 30i

NEW

Sabre Spirit Beneteau 46 Alerion Express 28

Ranger Tugs

Island Packet Estero

Santa Cruz 37

Hunter 50 CC

NEW



LETTERS

⇑⇓NO TWINKIE DEFENSE HERE
 I’ve been reading about the problem of unattended boats 
being anchored for long periods of time at Clipper Cove, and 
the problems they cause. I haven’t read about any solutions, 
but I have one — based on my experience.
 While anchored in a rather remote cove on the Bay, I was 
boarded by the Coast Guard for not having an anchor light. 
It’s true, the cove was not a Special Anchorage, so I was re-
quired to show a light. It’s also true that I hadn’t displayed 
the required anchor ball during the day. Anyway, the Coast 
Guard searched my boat and I turned on my anchor light.
 Little did I know that 13 months later I would receive a 
13-page citation from Homeland Security. It started with 
saying that I was going to be fi ned $6,500. It eventually was 
reduced to a $100 fi ne and a warning. Yes, I know I had been 
wrong, and yes, I now always display either the ball or light 
as appropriate.
 Clipper Cove is not classed as a Special Anchorage, which 
means that the anchoring balls are required during the day 
and anchor lights are required at night. Why isn’t the Coast 
Guard doing its job enforcing the law there?

Hugo Landecker
Alexander, Westsail 32

San Rafael

Hugo — It’s been our experience that there is a separate and 
unequal application of the laws on the waters of San Francisco 
Bay. If you’ve got a decent boat capable of navigation, all the 
laws apply to you. But if you’ve got a derelict that couldn’t 
pass any navigation or environmental inspections, you're a 
sacred cow. We’ve seen the Marin County Sheriff and Coast 
Guard repeatedly engage in this kind of discrimination. We’ve 
asked both agencies to explain this odd behavior, but have got 
nothing but shuck and jive for our efforts. Of course, what is 
more American these days than rewarding bad behavior and 
punishing good behavior?
 As for Homeland Security, we’re naturally sympathetic 
to the concept, but honestly, what a farce! If anyone thinks 
Homeland Security can keep terrorists with backpack nukes 
out of the U.S., they’ve never cleared a boat back into the States 

from Mexico. Despite 
all the money thrown 
at the notion of border 
security, the border is 
as porous as Swiss 
cheese.
 We've often said 
that if taxpayers ever 
really knew how wildly 
the government wast-
ed their money, there 
would be a revolution 
tomorrow instead of 
fi ve to 10 years from 
now. That Homeland 
Security took over a 

year to write a 13-page citation threatening you with a $6,500 
fi ne for your minor violation is just another perfect example of 
why such a revolution of the common man seems inevitable to 
us.
 As for you, Hugo, we want to salute you for what is fast 
becoming the rarest of people in this country — somebody who 
admits that they did something wrong. You didn't blame it on 
society, a poor upbringing, drugs, alcohol or having eaten too 
many Twinkies. How refreshing.
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Sadly, our modern version doesn't seem to 
be any more effective than the original.
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AIS Made Easy!

AIS (Automatic Identification System) receivers 
enable AIS-capable chart plotters and navigation 
software to see other vessels.  AIS transponders 
allow other vessels to see you. 

For more information contact:

(866) 606-6143
www.MilltechMarine.com

Navigation software displaying AIS targets

Milltech Marine offers complete, low-cost AIS 
solutions.   Visit our web site for information on:
 AIS Receivers - featuring the Comar AIS-MULTI
 AIS Transponders - including Class B AIS 
 Navigation Software 
 Antennas, cables and other accessories

Order any product  
online and use 
coupon code 
“LAT38” to get free 
shipping in the U.S.

Latest, most cost-effective 
collision-avoidance solution 

EAGLE (WXX1234)
MMSI: 312345678
Reported via AIS at 13:45
Towing Vessel
Underway with engine at 4:30 kn
346°M / 1.77 NM from boat
47°44.296'N  122°27.312'W
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⇑⇓CLIPPER COVE SHOULD NOT BE LIMITED TO A DAY
 This afternoon I picked up the July Latitude at Svendsens, Latitude at Svendsens, Latitude
and was interested to see several letters regarding anchoring 
permits for Clipper Cove. In the response to one letter, the 
Latitude editor suggested the following plan: No permits would Latitude editor suggested the following plan: No permits would Latitude
be required Friday through Monday and online permits would 
be required Tuesday through Thursday. You later wrote “We’re 
in favor of limited permitting as outlined above. Ms. Saez is 
considering it — along with other proposals.”
 "Considering it?" Oh really. The July Latitude went to press Latitude went to press Latitude
in late June, but on May 5, San Francisco Supervisor Chris 
Daly brought a proposal to the Board that would limit unper-
mitted stays to 24 hours. And the Board passed it. I wonder 
why Mirian didn’t mention this fait accompli to Latitude.
 In response to your June article about Clipper Cove, I wrote 
Ms. Saez suggesting unpermitted stays of up to one week, but 
never received any response. The boating community needs to 
exert pressure on San Francisco to allow unpermitted stays 
of a longer duration, but I'm not sure of the best way to try 
to get that done.

Martin Thomas
Kokopelli, Sabre 34

Alameda

 Martin — According to Director of Island Operations Mirian 
Saez, Supervisor Daly entered the policy — to limit unpermit-
ted stays — for consideration but she says no time limit was 
specifi ed and the details of the plan were not discussed. Keep 
in mind that TIDA proposed requiring permits for Clipper Cove 
to force out squatters, not to inconvenience the boating com-
munity. "This policy is meant to be helpful," Saez insists. "If it 
turns out to not be helpful, we'll change it as necessary." 
 Cynics may scoff and say we're naïve to believe a govern-
ment offi cial, but having personally met and spoken at length 
with Saez, we can confi rm her passion for making Treasure 
Island — including Clipper Cove — a welcoming place for every-
one to visit, not just a few cheapskates who don't want to pay 
slip fees. To that end, she's still encouraging Bay Area boaters 
to contact her at mirian.saez@sfgov.org with their suggestions mirian.saez@sfgov.org with their suggestions mirian.saez@sfgov.org
for exactly how the permit process should work. "We'll be tak-
ing the comments before the Board of Supervisors sometime 
in September," she said, "and they'll help us put together the 
guidelines." And don't get your knickers in a twist if you don't 
hear back; she says no one has. "There were far too many to 
respond to each personally. But keep 'em coming!"

⇑⇓JUST ANOTHER BAND OF PIRATES
 I'm curious to know under what legal authority the Trea-
sure Island Development Authority has gained jurisdiction 
over Clipper Cove. Has the land/water offi cially been taken 
over by the City of San Francisco? And if so, is San Francisco 
now responsible for its clean up?
 If you'll remember, last year my anchor line was cut by 
someone, which sent my vessel adrift. She was later taken in 
by the Coast Guard. Even after having been a victim of the 
unsavory sorts that frequented the cove, I'm strongly against 
yet another anchorage's being taken over by an even more 
insidious band of pirates.
 At least Angel Island — due to the complete mismanage-
ment of tax dollars and utter ineptitude of government — will 
soon fall. I'll personally accept that in trade.

Capt. Pugnacious
Your Vessel if You're Not Careful

Capt. Pug — TIDA has jurisdiction because the Navy des-

Cool
Tool

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

Tahiti 7 x 50 Marine Binoculars
What makes a pair of marine binoculars great? We think they
should be easy to use and easy on your eyes. They should be
comfortable and secure in your hands, and rugged enough to
withstand life aboard a wet, bouncing boat. And (this is impor-
tant) they shouldn’t wipe out your boating budget. Our Tahiti
has incredibly sharp optics, a comfortable ergonomic shape,
waterproof construction, tough rubber armor and even a built-
in bearing compass and rangefinding reticle. And all for less
than $300! These really are superb binoculars at a practical
price. No wonder we’ve sold thousands of pairs!

Model 2677755 $299.99

Tahiti 7 x 50 Marine BinocularsBinocularine50 BinoculBinoculBinocularineMMTahitiTahitiTahitiTahiti 507Tahiti arsarsBinocularineTahiti arsarine BinocularinexTahiti 50
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ignated the organization as offi cial caretaker of the property 
until the transfer to the City of San Francisco is complete. "We 
hope that will happen within 12-15 months," Saez noted.
 In heavily populated areas, such as most of coastal Califor-
nia, we think it's necessary for anchorages to be managed by 
some kind of authority. Where that's not the case, the anchor-
ages tend to be expropriated by the few — often a lawless few 
— at the expense of everyone else. Hopefully, Clipper Cove will 
be lightly managed by a small and effi cient government agency 
or private company for the maximum enjoyment of all. 

⇑⇓ANDERTON COULD STILL HAVE A CLAIM⇑⇓ANDERTON COULD STILL HAVE A CLAIM⇑⇓
 I hope you'll forward the following information to John An-
derton, as it may help him recoup some of his loss as a result 
of his Cabo Rico 38 Sanderling's being rammed by an unlit 
steel motor vessel off Eleuthera. I'd like to see him continue 
cruising, and I hope to meet him in an anchorage some day.
 It seems that insurance companies — there are some ex-
ceptions — often assert reasons to deny a claim even if the 
grounds for the denial might not hold water legally. Anderton 
apparently assumed that his insurer would deny his claim 
because his boat was not being "properly crewed" due to the 
fact that he was singlehanding. However, he was awake and 
on deck, and he says he waved a fl ashlight at the oncoming 
'destroyer' to alert its crew to his presence. Therefore, the 
lack of other people on board did not contribute to the cause 
of the collision. It appears that Anderton did a great job of 
controlling the damage.
 In jurisdictions with which I'm familiar, the lack of a con-
nection between the exclusion or asserted reason for the 
denial and the cause of the loss often negates the application 
of the exclusion or asserted basis for the denial. If Anderton's 
insurer denies his claim, I hope he challenges the denial. The 
insurer, of course, just hopes that he'll get discouraged and 
forget it.
 If, in fact, the law is favorable to his claim and the insurer 
stonewalls him and refuses to listen to reason, then he may 
have a bad faith claim against the insurer. Bad faith claims 
are how we motivate insurers not to try to cheat us.

Ed LaBarre
Currently Tucson, soon to be Sausalito

Ed — A lot would depend, of course, on where John's insur-
ance company is based. There are lots of not-very-consumer-
friendly insurance companies and countries in the Caribbean. 
Nonetheless, we think you offer excellent advice — if the cause of 
a loss has nothing to do with a particular exclusion, a boatowner 
should not simply assume that the claim can be denied.

⇑⇓ROCKIN' & ROLLIN' IN THE ESTUARY
 I have 30 years of sailing experience, but I'm new to the 
Oakland Estuary. I'd like to know something about allowable 
tug speeds and if the tugs are responsible for their wakes.
    At 3:45 p.m. on June 19, the tug Z3 came into the Estuary Z3 came into the Estuary Z3
from the northwest. I estimate that it was travelling between 
12 and 14 knots, which created a substantial wake for us 
and our Columbia 28 to deal with.
 The next morning we were sailing out the Estuary when I 
spotted a wall of white water that spanned the width of the 
Estuary inside of Buoy 8. The cause of it was the tug Z3, which 
I estimate to have been doing 15 to 19 knots. I started my 
Atomic 4 engine so we could take what I guessed to be a wave 
of six feet at a 45° angle, and braced for the E-ticket ride over 
it. Even though we were 20 yards from a docked container 
ship, I feared that the tug's wake would pin us against it. As 

Puff
Pieces

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

West Marine Inflatable PFDs
Here are PFDs engineered to save sailors’ lives. And we’re
happy to note that they already have! What makes them so
effective is that they provide up to 35 lb. of positive buoyancy
(like the bulkiest foam lifejackets), but they’re compact and
comfortable to wear. Which means that you’re more likely to
be wearing them when you need them.

We offer models with or without a built-in safety harness, and
three different inflator styles. But no matter which model you
choose, these are PFDs you can count on in an emergency.
And that’s not just “puffery.”

$199.99 to $299.99
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the Second Annual

Saturday, October 3rd
1 - 5pm

Everybody is welcome - Attendance is FREE!

Free Sailboat Rides (11am - 5pm)

LIVE Music and Food

Local Vendors

Boat Show

Have you been 

thinking about 

sailing?

Call 415-331-8250 for more information.

Get Your 
Captain’s License

at Modern Sailing School & Club in Sausalito

Advanced Certifications in Exotic Locations

Belize Flotilla

LEG 1: April 23 - May 1, 2010
LEG 2: May 6 - 16, 2010
LEG 3: May 20 - 30, 2010

$2700 / berth
$4995 / cabin

Leg 2 and 3
SOLD OUT!

Nov. 29 - Dec. 9, 2009

$2195 / berth
$3950 / cabin

Our flotillas are an opportunity for you to 

practice your sailing skills in exotic waters 
with the support and social camaraderie of 
a group. Join John Connolly on his boat 
and get your Cruising Catamaran Certifi-
cation (ASA 114).  

Head Instructor
John Connolly

Get OPM (ASA 108) certified on LEG 1.

If you are looking for offshore experience, Leg 
1 will deliver, as there is a 200 mile passage 
between Raiatea and the Tuomotus, which is 
home to the second largest atoll in the world: 
Rangiroa. Call us for details - see you there!

Save yourself months of preparation time 
by letting Modern Sailing School & Club 
lead you through the Coast Guard licens-
ing process. Our GUARANTEED, U.S. 
Coast Guard Approved course will prepare 
you for all elements of the exam, guide 
you through the application process, and 
conclude with on-site testing.

OUPV LICENSE - $995
100 TON LICENSE - $1195

Work Friendly Schedule

Nov. 7 - Dec. 6

2 week intensive
Feb. 15 - 27, 2010

South Pacific
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it turned out, the captain of the Z3 never slowed and the bow  Z3 never slowed and the bow  Z3
of my boat pitched 45° in the air.
 After we made it over, I could hear the wake from the other 
side of the tug hitting the concrete seawall on the other side 
of the Estuary. It sounded like an endless series of shotgun 
blasts. We also watched an F-31 trimaran come clean out of 
the water going over the tug's wake, and were very concerned 
for an older woman who was kayaking.
 What's the rule?

Chuck Kruskamp
Harvest, Columbia 28

Marina Village

 Chuck — It's not as clear cut as you might hope, but creating 
an excessive wake for the conditions — i.e. when there are small 
boats in the area — could be considered the negligent operation 
of a vessel under the Inland Rules of the Road. For example, 

in June of '05, a guy 
and his cousin were 
fi shing in a 14-ft boat 
on the Cumberland 
River when a tug 
towing a barge full 
of coal passed by. 
The fi shing boat was 
swamped and one 
man drowned. The 
wife of the dead man 
sued the Tennes-
see Valley Authority 
(TVA) and a district 

court awarded her $3.3 million. The award was knocked down 
to $420,000 in the Sixth Circuit Court for technical reasons.
 Fearing such lawsuits, most captains and tug companies try 
to be careful. A number of years ago there were several com-
plaints about the way one captain drove his tug on the Estuary. 
The guy would fl ip the bird to anyone who complained about 
his wake. When the owner of the tug company found out, he 
apologized profusely in person and in print, and promised to 
discipline the captain.
 As you may know, all ship movements in and around San 
Francisco Bay are closely tracked by Vessel Traffi c Service 
(VTS) and AIS. No tug or other sizeable vessel can make a move 
without its identity, speed, heading and other information being 
broadcast to VTS and other mariners. So if you've got a serious 
problem with a tug wake, immediately get on the radio with 
the Coast Guard, which can contact VTS to see how fast the 
tug is going and if the wake is likely to be dangerous.
 On the other hand, it's the responsibility of all who go out on 
the water to handle themselves and their boats with a reason-
able amount of skill. We used to sail small boats in and out 
of the Estuary, and quickly learned how to handle even the 
biggest wakes. In fact, we secretly craved the biggest wakes, 
as they were best for little surfs when we were sailing home 
in the prevailing following winds.

⇑⇓WE'RE A LAUGHING STOCK
 I'm writing with regard to John and Gilly Foy's Kong an-
chor swivel breaking, as reported in the May issue. I'm glad 
the Foys didn't lose their boat, but I think the failure of the 
Kong was due to an installation error rather than a defect in 
the swivel itself. I hope that my letter can help other sailors 
avoid a similar experience.
    The reason I'm saying it was an installation error is that 
the most highly stressed part of an anchor swivel is the pin 

Wake up! If your wake causes damage to 
another boat or its crew, you might be liable 
for damages.
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Yellow/Navy

Functional
Gear,
Fantastic
Value!

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.

Third ReefReef
Foul Weather Gear
A perennial best-seller, our 5th gengeneration Third Reef
Foul Weather Gear is now better than ever. It’s totally
waterproof, breathable, built to last and packed with the kind
of comfort features you’d expect to find only on much more
expensive gear. Jackets and Bibs (Women’s Drop Seat) in
Men’s and Women’s sizes. For bashing around the Bay, or
cruising along the coast, you won’t find better gear at a
better price. Available at all West Marine stores or online at
westmarine.com.

Jackets $119.00
Bib Pants $99.00



Radio Check!

Sprayed Racing Bottoms

Full Painting Service

Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repairs

Rigging Repairs & Installation

Electrical Repairs & Installation

Engine Service & Repowering

Propeller Installation & Tuning

Wood Hull Repairs & Caulking

Teak & Non-Skid Deck Repairs

Chandlery & 

Fuel Dock 

Open 7 Days

Mon – Fri

8 am to 5 pm

Sat & Sun

9 am to 5 pm

Butler
Rigging

Marine Center

M
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between the two halves of the swivel. That pin will generally 
be designed to take a straight line pull. But if the swivel 
is connected directly to the anchor, as the Foy's was, and 

the wind then shifts or for some 
other reason the direction of pull 
changes, unless the anchor rolls 
and resets, the swivel pin will be 
subjected to a bending load that 
could easily cause it to snap. This 
is because the swivel can only 
hinge in a vertical plane when it is 
attached directly to the anchor.
The correct way to set up an 
anchor swivel is to put a bow 
shackle on the anchor and then 
connect the swivel to the shackle. 
The shackle acts like a toggle to 
allow the swivel to orient itself in 
any direction so that the swivel pin 
is always subjected to a straight 
line pull.
    If you don't think that the anchor 
attachment would be subjected to 
major side loads, then take a look 
at my second photo. This anchor 

came back from a boat that was anchored at Drake's Bay a 
couple of months ago. If the side loading on this anchor was 
big enough to bend its shank like that, think what it would 
have done to a little swivel pin that had only a small fraction 
of the cross sectional area of the anchor shank. This can hap-
pen to any anchor, but lightweight fl uke type anchors like the 
one in the photo are especially prone to digging in and not 
moving when the direction of pull changes.
 Setting up one's ground tackle correctly is some of the 
cheapest insurance that a cruiser can buy. When you think 
of what's at stake, it's silly to skimp to save a few bucks on a 
shackle. This is one place where the 'weakest link' isn't just 
a metaphor, it's literal.
 P.S. I just came back from the Summer Sailstice event on 
Treasure Island. Latitude's John Arndt did a terrifi c job of 
organizing this event, and I think that he deserves big kudos 
for all that he is doing for the sailing community! 

Jim Hancock
School Director & General Manager, Club Nautique 

Alameda
Marine Engineer / USCG 50 Ton Master

US SAILING Instructor & Instructor Trainer

Jim — We understand what you're saying, but for a couple 
of reasons we don't completely agree with you. If you need 

to put a bow shackle 
between the anchor 
and the swivel for a 
"correct installation," 
why waste your money 
on the swivel? Looking 
at the fi rst photo with 
your letter, it's a very 
nice set up, but what 
exactly does the swivel 
— which readers should 
know isn't a Kong brand 
— bring to the party? In 

addition, some other brand swivels — such as the Ultra Swivel 
by Quickline — can rotate up to 30 degrees in all directions, 

If a bad load can bend a shank, think 
what it could do to a swivel pin.
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If you have a shackle, what's 
the point of the swivel?
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Artistic
Forgeries

Forged Shackles
When it comes to shackles, you shouldn’t just accept a for-
gery, you should insist on it! Shackles have a tough job to
do (usually holding expensive bits of your boat together),
so it makes sense to buy the toughest, strongest, most reli-
able shackles made. Those would be the brilliant forgeries
by Wichard.

These extraordinary shackles are created by drop forging
17.4 PH stainless steel, then painstakingly polishing them to a
brilliant finish that defies the crevice corrosion which can
cause lesser shackles to fail with catastrophic consequences.

If you want to skimp on something, go buy a forged painting.
But don’t skimp on something as important as a shackle.
Insist on forged shackles by Wichard.

We have 17 stores in Northern California,
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING
to find the store nearest you.
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thus all but eliminating the sideways bending loads that put 
exceptional stress on the Kong design. Finally, the Kong swivel 
has more parts than other brands — such as the one in your 
photo. The more parts, the more complications, and the more 
opportunities for failure.
 Furthermore, if the Kong design and manufacture means 
the swivel is weakened by side loads and therefore needs a 
swivel, don't you think it's Kong's responsibility to make that 
point very clear to potential customers?
 If somebody was going to day anchor in fair weather at Clip-
per Cove or in the middle of Newport Harbor, and always have 
their eye on the boat, we think the Kong swivel — if needed at 
all — might be a reasonable budget purchase. But for any kind 
of moderate to heavy use, and certainly for anchoring overnight 
or when the boat isn't going to be constantly monitored, we 
personally would never trust the Kong design. As you say, 
correct ground tackle is some of the cheapest insurance that 
you can buy.
 Speaking of correct ground tackle, we'd be curious to know 
what size the anchor is in your second photo, and what boat it 
was being used with when it bent. Based on the size of the bar 
code sticker, it looks rather small. When it comes to the proper 
size anchor for a boat, we always thought Steve Dashew gave 
the best advice. "When people see the size of your anchor," he 
said, "they ought to laugh out loud." Our primary anchor on 
Profl igate is a Fortress FX-125. Said to be good for boats up to 
150 feet, it might be a bit of overkill, and it certainly cost more 
than the two smaller Fortress anchors we could have used. But 
we don't drag much, so we think it was worth the extra money. 
Besides, it's provided some people with a good laugh.

⇑⇓PROPER LOGS ARE A GREAT REFERENCE
 In response to Latitude's wondering if anybody kept a 
proper ship's log anymore, I kept a detailed operating log 
from the day I took possession of my Quo Vadis until the Quo Vadis until the Quo Vadis
day I moved off her 3.5 years and many miles later. If I'm not 
mistaken, keeping such a log is a requirement of International 
Maritime Law, and is the captain's responsibility. Admittedly, 
this requirement is seldom enforced by any agency, and 
usually becomes an issue only in court or with an insurance 
company.
 My ongoing recording of dates, times, places, and personnel 
also served as a framework and fact-checking reference when 
I wrote The Years of Living Wet, my book about my experience 
aboard my boat. I'll close by repeating the cover blurb: The 
years pass quickly.

John Huetter, former owner
Quo Vadis, Prout 37

San Francisco
 Readers — You can buy John's book directly from his website 
at www.johnhuetter.net or Amazon.comor Amazon.comor .

⇑⇓THAT DEPRESSION RATED A SOFTLY SPOKEN 'SHIT'
 Just a quick note in response to your 'Lectronic Latitude 
article of June 22 on the tropical storms off Mexico. You 
stated that Depression 1-E had only 30 knot winds and was 
"no big deal." I'm not sure what preceded the depression into 
Mazatlan, but around 10:30 a.m. on June 19 we got hit by 
a bunch of wind and rain. The wind in Marina Mazatlan was 
reported to be somewhere between 60 and 70 knots.
 Most everyone had been watching the weather and was 
expecting the storm to hit on Saturday, and with wind in only 
the 35-knot range. Most of us had put off taking down tarps 
and sun shades, and were planning to do it Friday afternoon 
— well before the anticipated arrival of the storm. I was down 
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Discover the finest Marina 
in Baja within a luxurious 

resort setting.

La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico

*
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* future amenities
** spring 2010 

Homes from the $400s to
over $1.5 Million

info@costabajaresort.com
011 52 (612) 121-6225

Contact

(Marina Manager)

VistaMar
R e s i d e n c e s

CostaBaja Beach Club

Inner Marina

Marina Village

minutes from downtown La Paz and offers the closest 
access in Baja to the World Heritage Site islands on the 
Sea of Cortez. Phase II neighborhoods are currently under 
construction, including Las Colinas Hillside Homes alongside 
the golf course and the luxurious VistaMar Residences and 
Casitas. Both afford homeowners sweeping water views 
and the opportunity to live with the marina and first-class 
resort amenities right in their own backyard.

The safe and protected double-basin marina features 250 
slips from 30 to 200 feet, ready to accommodate vessels 
up to 220 feet. Built-in pump out stations, as well as TV 
and internet access are available at each dock, along with 
24-hour security and a complete suite of  (Total Boat 
Care) services from the professional, customer satisfaction-
focused staff. 

Enjoy the Moorings Yacht Charters and the surrounding 
marina village, lined with colorful shops and restaurants, 
offering groceries, boat rentals and charter services for 
diving and fishing expeditions. Take advantage of the shuttle 
service to and from La Paz or access the 120-room resort 
hotel with its swimming pool, fitness room and restaurant. 

Reserve your slip for winter now at Marina CostaBaja.

is located only CostaBaja
Marina
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below reading with a large hatch open over the saloon table 
when it started to rain a little. No problem, it had been raining 
off and on for two days, so I just closed the hatch and went 
back to reading. A short time later the boat really started to 
move around in her slip, and I could hear the Shade Tree 
awning banging and popping more than normal. So I went 
up to see what was happening.
 The wind was already starting to pick water up off the 
surface and blow it around. I could barely see across to the 
next dock south of us. It was about then that Chris, my wife, 
got back from town, and it looked as though she had swum 
back instead of taking the bus. Since she was already wet and 
I was quickly getting that way, we decided to get the shade 
down and secured on deck. I had the wind instruments on, 
and noted that the wind was blowing 42 knots while we were 
doing this.
 The wind began to gust even more strongly, so after check-
ing our lines we, along with a few of the remaining cruisers 
on Dock 6, started checking the docklines and sun covers 
on other boats. We needed to secure a number of covers and 
remove some of the canvas that we could not secure. During 
this time, the rain was blowing horizontally and it was like 
being sprayed with water from a 2.5-inch fi re hose. Many dock 
boxes had their lids blown off, and these were fl ying around 
along with plexiglass windshields and assorted detritus from 
the boats. Ray of Mazatlan Yachts was struck in the face by 
one of the dock box lids, and suffered a laceration across the 
bridge of the nose. We also noticed a very defi nite lull followed 
by a drastic wind shift — almost like what you would expect 
in a hurricane, only over a very short time span.
 By about 1 p.m., things calmed down and the rain slowed 
to a sprinkle. There were reports over the VHF from around 
the marina of wind speeds up to 70 knots, and two boats 
were reported to have blown off their cradles in the Singlar 
yard. We also noted that it looked as if a couple of boats in 
their slips had lost their headsails when they unfurled and 
fl ogged to death. There were reports from the condos around 
the marina of windows and doors being blown out, and exte-
rior siding and roofi ng tiles being blown off. The marina and 
areas of the city were without power for a number of hours, 
and there were many trees uprooted and large signs blown 
down throughout Mazatlan.
 So while the experience was stimulating and the rain cooled 
things down nicely, I think that this rated a little higher than 
a “no big deal” on the Latitude Wind Scale. Maybe a "Damn" Latitude Wind Scale. Maybe a "Damn" Latitude
or softly spoken "Shit". Just a thought.

Mike & Chris Brown
Antipodes, Wauquiez Centurion 47

Marina Mazatlan

Mike and Chris — Let us be the fi rst to apologize for what 
surely must have seemed like a casual dismissing of the very 
strong weather you and others were hit with. But we're a little 
confused, because it almost seems as though we're referring to 
two different weather events. We say this because the offi cial 
weather track doesn't show Tropical Depression I-E reaching 
Mazatlan until June 20th — or at least 12 hours after you report 
it hitting Marina Mazatlan. And the offi cial weather report has 
it never exceeding 30 knots — a far cry from the much stronger 
stuff that you and others clearly experienced. Probably the most 
likely explanation is that the tracks and wind speeds provided 
by the weather service just aren't that accurate.
 For the record, Tropical Depression I-E was the latest-ar-
riving tropical weather in the Eastern Pacifi c zone in recorded 
history, Yet before it even blew itself out two days later, it was 

★ Full Production/Service Loft
★ Repairs, Recuts, Roller-Furler 

Conversions
★ Strontrack, ATN, Dutchman,

Nauteek SC200
★ Canvas Work
★ Call for Expert Advice

Hogin Sail Makers
1801-D Clement Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5pm
Saturday by appointment only

sales@hoginsails.com
service@hoginsails.com

www.hoginsails.com

HOGIN SAILS

510.523.4388
Providing the Bay Area with
Quality Sails and Service

since 1978

Bring  your sails by
for a free evaluation.
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Sat., Sept. 19 - Two races for One-Design classes organized by the St. Francis Yacht Club 

Sun., Sept. 20 - One race for One-Design and PHRF divisions and Youth Regatta 

organized by The San Francisco Yacht Club

PHRF with spinnaker & non-spinnaker divisions and one design class with six divisions

Saturday evening with special guest, former Vice President Al Gore

Sign up today at leukemiacup.org/sf
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joined by Hurricane Andres with winds to 65 knots, and Tropi-
cal Storm Two with 35 knots. No matter if you have a boat in 
Mexico or the Caribbean, or are just going to be sailing in those 
areas with friends, here's hoping that this hurricane season 
will be as gentle as the last!

⇑⇓BILGE WATER OR BAY WATER?
 On June 6, a friend and I had occasion to motorsail by 
the ship Grand Way, which was tied up and loading scrap 
steel on the Oakland side of the Estuary. We observed and 
photographed water pouring out around the anchors both 
at midday and in the late evening when we returned. I was 
under the impression that pumping the bilges into the Bay 
was never allowed. Should I contact someone? I'm sure that 
they were pumping water to keep the boat on an even keel 
during loading of the scrap steel.

Jay Bietz
Pygmalion, Westsail 32

Alameda Marina

Jay — If you see a vessel illegally pumping bilge water into 
the Bay, you should call the Coast Guard on VHF 16, and they 
will either direct your call to the proper department or take the 
matter in their own hands. That said, we think there are two 
reasons to suspect that you didn't see what you thought you 
saw: First, the captain of the ship would have to be an idiot to 
risk fi nes and the loss of his license by pumping bilge water in 
an area Coast Guard vessels pass frequently. Second, if you 
were designing a ship, would you have the bilge pump lines 
exit hundreds of feet away from the bilge at the bow and way 
high up by the anchors? Or would you have the exits near the 
bilge itself?
 We're pretty sure what you observed was Bay water being 
used to clean the anchors. You'll very often see ships — and 
recreational boats — pumping water out from various thru-
hulls, but it's unlikely that any of it was bilge water. Even 
many recreational sailboats recycle sea water for things like 
cooling the engine and refrigeration systems and running the 
watermaker.

⇑⇓INNISFREE AND I HAVE BEEN SAILING SINCE '74INNISFREE AND I HAVE BEEN SAILING SINCE '74INNISFREE
 I guess my Freya 39 Innisfree, which I purchased in '74, 
qualifi es for the 'Over 30 Club'. Here's an outline of our his-
tory with the boat:
     Shortly after purchasing Innisfree, my wife and I sailed 
her — without an engine — from San Diego to the Big Island 
and eventually to the Ala Wai Yacht Harbor in Honolulu. Four 
years later we set sail from the Ala Wai for the South Pacifi c, 
but were crippled 400 miles out by Hurricane Fico. By the 
grace of God and due to the integrity of the steel hull, we 

would survive to enjoy 
many other sails. But 
it did take jury rigging 
for us to make it back 
to Hilo for repairs and 
then back to the Ala 
Wai. Within a week of 
arriving in Honolulu, 
I set sail with Innisfree
in the opposite direc-
tion, specifically to 

Port Townsend, WA, and what would be our new home. For 
another four years or so we sailed all over the Puget Sound 
area and up into Canadian waters.
 By the summer of '82, Innisfree and I were craving more Innisfree and I were craving more Innisfree

'Innisfree' is a rare steel Freya 39.
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The West Coast's 
most 

experienced 
cruising outfi tter.

THREE STORES TO SERVE YOU

We are a great family of marine stores with even more service, 
websites, and resources to meet all of your boating needs.

www.sailingsupply.com
2822 Cañon Street

San Diego
(619) 225-9411
(800) 532-3831

www.sandiegomarine.com
2636 Shelter Island Drive

San Diego
(619) 223-7159

(800) 336-SDMX
Mexico 001-800-336-7369

All with Online Convenience!

www.downwindmarine.com
2804 Cañon Street

San Diego
(619) 224-2733
(866) 289-0242

To Help Prepare for Blue Water Adventure

WE HAVE IT ALL
INFO – QUALITY PRODUCTS – SERVICE

THE CRUISER'S CHANDLERY

IT'S TIME TO CRUISE
DOWNWIND MARINE!

Digital Instruments
Watermakers - Filters
Life Rafts - Lighting
Battery Charging Systems
Plumbing and Ventilation
Anchor Systems and more!

Watch for our cruising seminars, scheduled for
October-November, that bring out veteran cruisers, au-
thors and dealer reps to share their knowledge on self-
suffi cient cruising life. A variety of topics will include 
Boat Outfi tting and Maintenance, 12-Volt Energy Use 
and Troubleshooting, Emergency Preparedness, Gal-
ley Prep with Cooking Tips… and more! We are here to 
help you safely complete all your cruising plans.

Buddy Boat Meetings
with Coffee & Donuts 
Every Wednesday, 10 AM

Tune to Cruisers' Net
Ch. 68 WHX369
From 8:30 AM Weekdays

2009
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EXPAND YOUR SKILLS WITH AN OCEAN  
OR COASTAL PASSAGE

San Juan Island - San Francisco, CA
You will maneuver around traffic,
navigate in diverse conditions, and study
weather on this leg. A stop (or two) down the coast
provides a chance to experience landfall, sometimes
with a dramatic bar crossing.
Fee: $2495  • Aug. 20 - Sept. 1, 2009

OFFSHORE SAIL TRAINING ABOARD 65’ ALASKA EAGLE

To learn more: www.occsailing.com 
To request a color catalog or specific info: 949-645-9412
Or write: Alaska Eagle Voyages, 1801 W. Coast Hwy,
Newport Beach, CA 92663

Learn what it takes to make a major cruise under sail. Along with eight other crewmembers, you’ll sail in
all conditions, standing watches and steering as Alaska Eagle sails 180 to 240 miles a day. Our emphasis is on helping
you build skills in an environment of fun and great sailing. Many who sail with us are planning voyages of their own.
There is no better way to prepare.

San Francisco - Newport Beach, CA
The thrill of sailing under the Golden Gate Bridge is
just the beginning. Stops at remote and popular
anchorages make this a perfect introduction to
coastal passage making.

Fee: $1495 • Sept. 4-10, 2009

HURRY!ONE SPOTLEFT!
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sunshine, so we sailed to Southern California. Oxnard ended 
up being our homeport for what turned out to be years of 
California coastal cruising and one six-month trip to Mexico. 
I still sail Innisfree in these waters, often visiting Santa Cruz Innisfree in these waters, often visiting Santa Cruz Innisfree
and Anacapa Islands, and occasionally Catalina.

Tony Raimondo
Innisfree, Freya 39

Oxnard

Readers — The Freya 39 is one of the most famous Austra-
lian yacht designs ever, by virtue of the fact that the original 
wooden version won three consecutive Sydney to Hobart Races. 
Jim Gannon subsequently built about 40 of them out of fi ber-
glass in Petaluma, including Contrary to Ordinary, which was 
Latitude's boat in Mexico in the early '80s.

⇑⇓I DID THE MATH
 Reading the letters from boat owners who have owned their 
boats for more than 30 years, I decided to do the math, and 
discovered that I belong in the club. I've owned my O’Day 27 
Lady Ann for 33 years. I’ve made a few interior and exterior Lady Ann for 33 years. I’ve made a few interior and exterior Lady Ann
modifi cations over the years because of wear and tear, but 
she's as sound as ever.
 I've enjoyed doing two Ha-Ha's on other boats, and take 
joy in reading each issue of Latitude.

Bob Bauer
Lady Ann, O’Day 27

Alameda 

⇑⇓WE'RE VERY HAPPY WITH THE 3G CARD
 I'd like to share our experience with wi-fi  and data cards 
in Mexico. We came down with the 2008 Ha-Ha — which, by 
the way, was way too much fun! — and cruised as far south 
as Manzanillo before we headed up into the Sea. Our boat is 
currently on the hard in San Carlos, and we are in the States 
visiting for a few weeks before fl ying to Papeete to cruise with 
Dietmar and Suzanne Petutschnig aboard their Las Vegas-
based Lagoon 440 Carinthia. Yep, life is tough!
 By the way, you'll remember Dietmar and Suzanne as the 
ones who turned you on to the Amazon Kindle. Also paren-
thetically, our opportunity to cruise in French Polynesia with 
Dietmar and Suzanne is a result of the Ha-Ha.
 But to the point: During our fi rst months in Mexico we 
struggled with communication issues. Patty had cell coverage 
in most areas with her AT&T service, but it wasn't cheap. I had 

cancelled my Verizon 
phone because they 
told me they didn't 
have service in Mexi-
co. I ended up buying 
some Telmex phone 
cards, which were a 
pretty good value.
     We both have Skype, 
which works well, but 
only if you have a very 
good internet connec-
tion. But we found that 

if others were using Skype on the same wi-fi  system, it would 
slow stuff (like getting email) down to no better than dial-up. 
Out of consideration for others, we rarely used Skype, which 
was frustrating.
 It wasn't until we got to La Paz and purchased a 3G card 
from Telcel that many of our issues were solved. Thanks to the 
Telcel data card, anywhere there was a cell tower nearby we 

Get one of these with a data card and set 
up your own fl oating internet cafe.

TWIN RIVERS
MARINE INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

7 Marina Plaza • Antioch, CA 94509
At The Antioch Marina

Get a quick quote today at:
www.BoatInsuranceOnly.com

(800) 259-5701

“Your Boat Insurance Specialists”

Insurance made simple, affordable and effective.

LLOYD’S

License #0E32738

Years of unbeatable experience to
match your needs to the right product.

Worldwide Coverage

West Coast  ¤  Mexico  ¤  East Coast

Caribbean  ¤  Pacifi c  ¤  Atlantic

Why Twin Rivers?
•  Shop Your Renewal & $ave ~ 

  Flexible Survey Requirements

•  Liveaboards  •  Mexican Liability
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Outbound Yachts
New Outbound 52
with Hood Vektron
Vertical Full Batten
In-Mast Furling
Mainsail and 135% 
Vektron Genoa
Photo Courtesy 
Swiftsure Yachts

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the 
laminates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower 

stretch, and retains its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruising sailors. That's 

because Hood Vectran® is woven, not laminated to 
Mylar® film. And you can be sure that each sail we 

roll out is built by hand, with the same care and 
craftsmanship that has been the Hood hallmark 

for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our 

soft, tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

The Finest Sails Begin 
with the Best Sailcloth
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  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 466 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com
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had a great internet connection. Obviously, there isn't service 
in the remote islands because there aren't any cell towers, 
but where there were towers, the connection was strong and 
very fast. We could do email, browse the net, download up to 
3 gigs — no movies, but then we never did that anyway — and 
use our Skype without worrying that we were messing up the 
internet connection for others.
 Our 3G card cost about $150, and the service is about 
$50/month. The good news is that you can pay for it on a 
month-to-month basis at any Telcel offi ce. This is wonderful 
for people who don't spend the whole year in Mexico.
 We have been very happy with the 3G card, as it has made 
life much nicer. It makes it easy for us to stay in touch with the 
kids, grandkids and our elderly parents. It's hard to imagine 
what it would be like to sail away and have no communication 
with home for months or years on end.

Sandy Smith
Faith, Morgan Out-Island 41

Portland, OR

⇑⇓GREAT SIGNALS AT TWO HARBORS
 I'm writing in response to your request for information from 
people who work from their boats about what equipment they 
use. I work in the IT department for Ticketmaster.com, and 
for three years now have used Verizon wireless broadband to 
work from my Ericson 32, berthed in San Pedro. Because my 
personal account is three years old, I get unlimited data on 
that. My work account is newer, so I'm limited to 5 GB/month. 
These are my only sources of internet access.
 While I get good access at my berth in San Pedro, I get an 
even better signal at Two Harbors, Catalina. In fact, it's faster 
than the free wireless at the Harbor Reef restaurant. I also 
use a Cradlepoint (www.cradlepoint.com) PHS-300 personal www.cradlepoint.com) PHS-300 personal www.cradlepoint.com
hotspot, which accepts the Verizon USB adapter and allows 
me to use up to 16 USB devices at once with the service. In 
other words, two computers access the internet at once. A 
very cool feature of this device is that it can work with any 
service that uses a USB adapter — including most services 
in Mexico and Central America. And, of course, you can use 
any wi-fi  device with it — PSP, iPod, Xbox, PS3, webcams and 
anything else.
 I have a Mac Mini I use as TV, radio, music player and navi-
gation computer. My iPod touch runs iNavX, which connects 
over the wi-fi  to the Mac Mini running MacENC or GPSNavX 
to get a network feed of the GPS signal. It also downloads BSB 
charts on-the-fl y over the internet from NOAA and Navtech 
map servers. I can play PC and Xbox360 multiplayer games 
over the wireless connection, but I don't have the power to 
run the Xbox and LCD TV when away from shorepower.
 However, the Verizon service is not quite fast enough for 
streaming TV services such as Netfl ix on-demand movies. It 
supports lower-quality video like YouTube without a problem. 
I'm looking to get a wi-fi -enabled digital camera so I can upload 
pictures in real-time to Facebook or a photo-sharing site.
 I offer the following as great reference sites:
 www.3gstore.com
 www.evdoinfo.com
 www.evdomaps.com
 www.evdoforums.com
 The 3GStore sells data plans, devices and a wi-fi  router as 
bundles. They also run the other reference sites and a forum 
for users.

Mike Batchelor
Valinor, Ericson 32

Cabrillo Marina, San Pedro
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Join racing sailors from across the country and around 
the world for the 23rd edition of North America’s 

premier regatta. Premiere Racing’s reputation for 
producing world class racing in this unbeatable 
venue continues with top-tier national and interna-
tional competition for IRC, PHRF and One-Design 
classes. Race dates are January 18 – 22, 2010.

“ This truly is one of the greatest regattas in the world 
and to me it’s the perfect winter break. It has steadily 
evolved over the years into an extremely high-level 
event in all respects.”

—Terry Hutchinson, 2008 Rolex Yachtsman of the Year

KEY WEST RACE WEEK 2010
Presented by Nautica

January 18 – 22, 2010
Fantastic Venue

World Class Competition
Professional Race Management

Photographs © 2009: Florida Keys Tourism Council (background and lighthouse); Ken Stanek / kenstanek.com (Farr 40); Sharon Green / UltimateSailing.com (IRC).

For invited classes, planning 
details and updates visit: 
www.Premiere-Racing.com

Premiere Racing, Inc.
67B Front Street, Marblehead, MA 01945 USA

Email: KWinfo@Premiere-Racing.com



LETTERS

Page 48  •  Latitude 38  •  August, 2009

Mike — Great report. Speaking of Two Harbors, we were 
all excited about getting our AT&T data card up and running 
out on Harbor Reef — our normal summer home — in order to 
work from Profl igate. But while we got maximum bars for our 
iPhone, we got zip on our AT&T data card. 
 We couldn't fi gure it out, so we called AT&T technical as-
sistance for help. After 15 minutes of listening to their endless 
ads for additional AT&T services that we'd never want, and 
without our ever being given any indication of when someone 
was going to answer our darn call, a not-very-knowledgeable 
person answered. When we asked her if the AT&T phone and 
data cards operate off the same antennas and therefore should 
bring us similar signals on both devices, she assured us they 
did and they would. After 10 more minutes of waiting, we were 
transferred to the laptop technical support, where the alleged 
expert had temporarily "forgotten" that Macs don't use the Win-
dows operating system. That really inspired our confi dence in 
AT&T. After another 10 minutes, we fi nally were transferred 
to someone who sounded as though he knew what he was 
talking about. "No, the antennas for data cards and phones 
are absolutely different, so in the same place your phone and 
data card might get a different quality signal." Wonderful. If 
we could have throttled the honcho at AT&T via our iPhone for 
his company's having wasted an hour of our time with misin-
formation, we surely would have.
 When we went to Two Harbors a week later, we were in-
formed that AT&T had been having problems out there. Sure 
enough, when we plugged our data card in, we got four bars on 
Harbor Reef — but still worse than dial-up service. We got the 
same four bars up at Emerald Bay. For what it's worth, Doña 
de Mallorca's Verizon gets full bars and quite good internet 
speed at both Two Harbors and Emerald Bay.
 That said, in most places we've been — including the Harbor 
Reef restaurant at Two Harbors — the AT&T data card has 
been a little dynamo.

⇑⇓TELCEL'S 3G DATA CARD ROCKS
 The accompanying photo is of the Telcel 3G internet USB 
data card we bought in Mexico. The only bummer is that we 
didn't have it the entire time we were in Mexico. We bought 

the data card in La 
Paz, and were able to 
get great internet on 
our boat there and as 
we motored out the 
channel. It also worked 
great at Muertos, off 
Barilles almost down 
to Frailes, off Cabo 
San Jose, Cabo San 
Pucas — oops, I mean 
Lucas — Todos San-

tos, Puerto Magdalena, Turtle Bay, on the inside of Cedros 
Island, south of San Quintin and at Isla San Martin and 
Ensenada. It even worked great for several days at the Police 
Dock in San Diego before it was shut off for roaming.
 The card cost 1,400 pesos, 430 pesos for a month in ad-
vance and 350 pesos for a deposit. Supposedly, we can bring 
the unit back to a Telcel offi ce to get our deposit back, but 
we'll probably just sell it to some southbound cruiser.
    [As of the end of June, the exchange rate was 13.6 pesos 
to the dollar.]

Heather Stapleton Donnell
Meerkat, Ocean 49 Catamaran

Ventura

The Telcel 3G data card gets great re-
views.
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WHALE  POINT

205 Cutting Blvd, Corner of 2nd, Richmond
FAx 233-1989

A FAmily Omily Omily wned & OperAperAper tedAtedA  Business
FOr three GenerAenerAener tiAtiA Ons

Marine parts & accessories, pLUs a coMpLete hardware store

Go to  for additional discounts!

Go to whalepointMarine.com for additional discounts!

NOW
$1699

FALCON
Air Horn

LeLANd
Strobe Light

Small and compact
strobe light, fits in ones
pocket,  with 3-mile
visibility, waterproof
and last for 30 hours.
D Cell Battery not included.

NOW
$1999

GILL Deckhand Gloves

Gill – present quality in sailing gear. Sizes: S, L & X.
Whale Pt. $1999

FREE
with purchase of 

Gill Foulweather 

Gear Suite

SeAdOG
Winch Handle

9” aluminum, 
locking winch handle.
NOW $2499

FORCe 10
3 Burner
Propane
Stove
Propane
Stove
Propane

Model 63351
3-burner
Whale Pt $119900

Model 63251: 2-burners 
Whale Pt $109900

TROJAN & 
CeNTeNNIAL
Batteries
MariNe
Deep-CyCLe
BatterieS

............. NOW $9999

........ NOW $10999

6 Volt ........................ NOW $15999

.............. NOW $16999

Other amp sizes available.

COmPASSeS
Handheld

Iris 50
List $107.99
NOW $5999

Iris 100
List $199.99
NOW $9999

$2495
& up

FARIA
InstrumentsInstruments



COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA:
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

BERTHING

➥	 Slips to 40' available
➥	 22' inside ties for $85 per mo.
➥	 Multihull side ties available
➥	 Check out our rates!

COYOTE POINT RECREATIONAL AREA – HOME TO:

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

➥	 Open 7 days per week
➥	 Gas and diesel available
➥	 Check our prices
➥	 Free pump outs

COME FOR A VISIT – WE THINK YOU'LL STAY
Call us and mention this ad for a FREE One Night Guest Berth

COYOTE POINT MARINA ~ 1900 Coyote Point Drive • San Mateo

650.573.2594

• Coyote Point Marina
• Poplar Creek Golf Course
• Coyote Point Park
• Captain's House Conference Center
• Beach, Picnic & BBQ Areas

• Coyote Point Yacht Club
• Dominic's Restaurant
• Magic Mountain Playground
• Coyote Point Museum
• Shoreline Trail
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GREAT
WEATHER!

Multihull 
side ties available 

up to 40 ft.
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Readers — We visited Meerkat at the San Diego Police Dock Meerkat at the San Diego Police Dock Meerkat
before Telcel shut down their service, and saw that the Telcel 
data card rocked. As you'll read elsewhere this month and next, 
such data cards — which don't require any long service con-
tracts in Mexico — are likely to stunt the cruiser use of wi-fi  in 

Mexico. After all, 
who needs wi-fi 
if you can get reli-
able high speed in-
ternet access from 
the convenience of 
your boat at much 
greater distances 
than wi-fi, and 
at a reasonable 
price? Indeed, it's 
going to be inter-
esting to see what 

effect data cards will have on cruiser SailMail/Winlink use in 
Mexico. These services would still be very valuable in areas 
where there are no cell phone towers, but where there are tow-
ers, data cards will often be no-brainers.

⇑⇓THE FILM'S AS GOOD AS THE BOOK
 Have you seen Around Cape Horn, the 30-minute fi lm, now 
on DVD, that Irving Johnson made of his 1929 voyage aboard 
the engineless 400-ft Peking sailing from Germany to Chile Peking sailing from Germany to Chile Peking
via Cape Horn? If you haven't, let me know, because I have 
an extra copy that needs a good home.

Lu Moody
Los Alamitos Bay    

Long Beach

Lu — As we may have written in a recent issue, while in 
the port captain's offi ce in St. Barth this winter, we stumbled 
across a copy of the small book Johnson wrote about that voy-
age. We weren't expecting much from The Peking Battles Cape Peking Battles Cape Peking
Horn, but we were blown away by how well it was written, by 
what these brave/crazy sailors did, and how shockingly dif-
ferent the sailing life was back then. We can't recommend the 
book enough, as it's right up there with Joshua Slocum's great 
Sailing Alone Around the World. As for Johnson himself, the 
world is short a couple of billion people with his intelligence, 
bravery and character.
 In the early 30s, Irving met a woman named Exy aboard 
Warwick Tompkins' famous pilot schooner Wander Bird, which 
was later berthed in Sausalito for many years. After getting 
married, Irving and his wife Exy did a total of seven wildly 
adventurous sail training circumnavigations with young men 
and women, and never had an incident. The Los Angeles 
Maritime Academy's twin 90-ft brigantines, which are used for 
non-profi t youth sailing, are named the Irving Johnson and the 
Exy Johnson in honor of these two great sailing pioneers.
 As for the Peking, she's on display at the South Street Sea-
port Museum in New York City. If you get a chance to visit her, 
imagine yourself standing atop her highest mast when the 
winds were blowing 75 knots and the seas were 30 feet. After 
all, that's what Johnson did — just to see if he could without 
falling off.

⇑⇓"I THINK THERE'S BEEN AN ERROR ON THE BILL"
 Since you wrote about the costs of providing Coast Guard 
Search & Rescue services in the June issue, I thought you 
might be interested in a recent incident. After making only 150 
miles in his third attempt to row from Cape Cod to France, 

Jim and Heather Donnell's Ocean 49 'Meerkat' 
at the Police Dock.
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Yacht Sales

63' Chris Craft Connie, 1953
$180,000

30' Island Gypsy, 1982
Fly Bridge Trawler. $59,500

40' Kayot Pontoon Houseboat, 1973 
$16,900

31' Flybridge Silverton, 1978
$12,000

• FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD AND DRY DOCK: 
Haulouts up to 60 tons, expert fi berglass and metal 
work, bottom paint, etc.

• RUNNING GEAR and REFINISHING
• COMPLETE MARINE CHANDLERY
• PARTS and SERVICE• PARTS and SERVICE

5993 Bethel Island Road
PO Box 520, Bethel Island, CA 94511

(925) 684-2330
www.MarineEmporium.com

since 1968

27' Revelcraft, 1968
$4,500

21.7' Trophy, 2003
$22,500
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1.
Register online for your 

fRee UPS shipping 
tag and 25% Savings 
Certificate, then send 
your old sail to the 

North Recycling Center. 

2.
After registration, you will 
be issued a 25% Savings 

Certificate valid for purchase 
of a new North sail.

3.
Buy a new North sail 
by Aug. 31, 2009 and 

SAVe 25% of the 
PURChASe PRiCe!

Recycling isn’t just for 
bottles and cans. Sails should be 
recycled, too, and North is going to 
make it worth your while to think green 
and buy blue! First, we’ll pay UPS 
charges when you ship your old sail to 
the North Recycling Center. Then, we’ll 
send you a savings certificate for 25% 
of the purchase price of a new North 
sail.* To register for your free UPS 
shipping and Savings Certificate, visit 
www.northsails.com and click on the 
“Think Green, Buy Blue” icon. You’ll 
help save the planet and save on North 
Sails, too!

*North one-Design sails, Class Sail Development 
sails and North Sails Direct sails are excluded. 
offer limited to boats 50 ft. LoA and smaller. 

Recycled sail must be received prior to shipment 
of the new purchased sail. Customer must take 

delivery of new sail prior to November 30, 2009. 
other restrictions may apply.

ThinkGreen, 

issued upon registration and valid toward new North 
sail purchased by Aug. 31, 2009. 

25%
SAVINGS
CERTIFICATE

Buy Blue!    
With your new North sail you’ll receive a free North tote bag made from 
recycled sails by Sea Bags® of Maine. Thanks for thinking green!

Better by Design
Sausalito 415-339-3000

San Rafael-Sail Care 415-453-2142 
Channel Islands 805-984-8100
Marina Del Rey 310-827-8888  

Long Beach 562-795-5488  
Costa Mesa-Sail Care 949-645-4660  

San Diego 619-224-2424
www.northsails.com
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Frenchman Charlie Girad placed a sat phone call to the Coast 
Guard in Boston to report that he was "cold and didn't know 
what to do." 
 So just 10 days into his voyage, he was rescued by the 
U.S. Coast Guard. It reportedly cost us taxpayers $80,000 to 
dispatch the Coast Guard jet and helicopter to retrieve Girard 
from his 21-ft custom rowboat.

Colin Dewey
Turning Point, Ericson 29

Encinal YC

Colin — It would be interesting to know how much of the 
$80,000 were 'hard costs' already built into the Coast Guard's 
budget, and how much extra this rescue might have cost.
 On the one hand, we think the U.S. and other countries need 
to provide rescue services around the world, but perhaps those 
who have to be rescued from extreme adventures should either 
have to post a bond or be presented with at least a part of the 
bill for their rescue. This would include entries in extreme events 
such as the Vendée Globe, when the margins of error for safety 
are so slim that in the last running only 11 of the 30 racers 
fi nished. After all, if one of these sailors needs to be rescued 
from the deep Southern Ocean, why should Aussie or Kiwi 
taxpayers have to take a big fi nancial hit? If somebody wants 
to do extreme — especially if its already been done a number 
of times before — shouldn't he do it on his own nickel?

⇑⇓PLEASE, SIR, MAY I HAVE ANOTHER?
 I have an unusual request for my Nathan. After wearing his 
yellow Baja Ha-Ha hat non-stop for the last seven months and 
7,000 nautical miles down the coast of Mexico and across the 
Pacifi c, it blew off and sank recently during a daysail on San 
Francisco Bay. He is more depressed about it than is normal 

for losing a hat. It's as though it was 
his badge of achievement or something. 
So I'm wondering, is there any chance 
you might have another yellow Ha-Ha 
hat hidden in the attic or stuck down 
behind a couch that we can buy?

Naomi Zell
Hurulu, Islander 36

Sausalito

Naomi — Unfortunately, the yellow 
Ha-Ha hats — new last year — went 
like hotcakes. The good news is that 
we'll have more of them by October 1, 

at which time you can buy another for your husband.

⇑⇓WE'VE HAD TWO RIPPED OFF
 We've had two infl atables stolen from our private slip at 
Alamitos Bay, which is a very upscale part of Long Beach. I 
suspect it was the work of local kids from affl uent families 
who wanted to go joyriding.

Marty Goldsmith
Sweet Bones, Eastbay 38

Alamitos Bay

⇑⇓MY DINGHY WAS STOLEN FROM AVALON
 You asked about sailors who have gotten ripped off in 
California. A few years ago we had our dinghy stolen from 
Avalon Harbor while we were ashore. The thief took the dinghy 
somewhere offshore, removed the Mercury outboard, then 
set the dinghy adrift. It later turned up a few coves north of 
Avalon. I actually got more for the engine in the insurance 

Bill Vaccaro models the 
yellow Ha-Ha hat.

Alameda, CA
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

Annapolis, MD
113 Hillsmere Dr.
(410) 268-0129

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
2300 S. Federal Hwy.
(954) 527-5540

San Diego, CA
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Seattle, WA
1000 Mercer St.
(206) 292-8663

Rock Hill, SC
860 Marine Dr.
(803) 909-6280

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Rig Your Boat
for Cruising!

Complete Rigging Packages
Standing Rigging • Running Rigging • Ground Tackle



Saturday, September 5, 2009

JAZZ CUP
Best in Downwind Racing

SOUTH BEACH YACHT CLUB & BENICIA YACHT CLUB

are proud to present the 21st Annual

SAN FRANCISCO TO BENICIA

For Entry Forms and Sign-ups, go to www.southbeachyachtclub.org
or call Roger Ladwig at (650) 799-1445

San 
Francisco Bay

San Pablo Bay BYC
★

SBYC★
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All  Sailors Welcome!

No-Host Pre-Race Dinner at
SBYC on Friday, Sept. 4.

No-Host Post-Race Dinner and 
Party at Benicia Yacht Club,

on Saturday, Sept. 5.

Trophies will be awarded for
all divisions – including

Jazz Cup Overall Winner!!

Non-Spinnaker Division
Available

Jazz Cup Perpetual Trophy
to be awarded between

SBYC and BYC
Bill Erkelens' D-Class cat Adrenaline was First 
to Finish in 2008 and set a new course record!
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settlement than I had paid for it in the fi rst place.
Doug Thorne

Tamara Lee Ann, Celestial 48
San Francisco

Readers — For the record, we know that Thorne has taken 
Tamara Lee Ann to Mexico at least twice.

⇑⇓THAT'S LIFE IN THE CITY
 It's been a few years, but someone kicked in the hatch-
boards of my International Folkboat berthed at South Beach 
Harbor in San Francisco. They then apparently made them-
selves at home for a day or two, drank the beer in the cooler, 
and stole my waterproof ghetto blaster. The weird part of it 
is that my boat was way out at the end of one of the fi ngers, 
so whoever did it evidently passed loads of other boats to 
board, some quite derelict, before choosing mine. At least he 
had good taste in boats.
 I ascribed the experience to City life. In the last 20 years, 
my house has been broken into twice, my offi ce once, and my 
various cars more than a dozen times. In addition, I have had 
one car stolen twice, and eight bicycles — all of them locked 
at the time — stolen. Report the thefts to the San Francisco 
Police Department? I did make reports after the fi rst bunch 
of thefts, but it soon became clear that the police weren't 
interested, so I stopped because it was extra aggravation.
 I reckon San Francisco must have somehow been the 
patron saint of thieves.

Michael Connor (former owner)
Skol, International Folkboat

San Francisco

⇑⇓"WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET SHOT?"
 My boat was never boarded or ripped off in California, but I 
did have an incident in Massachusetts. I had a fi xer-upper in 
the yard, and it was broken into multiple times, with thieves 
stealing six fenders and who knows what else. I fi nally dis-
covered the two thieves one night about a month ago when I 
was sleeping aboard. The two teenagers had climbed aboard 
and were on their way down the companionway when I said, 
"Would you like to get shot?"
 They must have left the boat head fi rst, because they broke 
the ladder on the way down.

Gary Bickford
Imram, Columbia 33

Dighton, MA

⇑⇓THE POOP ON TAKING PETS TO MEXICO
 We're Thee Amazing Grace, entry #47 in this fall's Baja 
Ha-Ha, and we intend to take our two dogs. We only know 
that paperwork/documentation must be done within 30 days 
of our arrival in Mexico. We were hoping to fi nd more specif-
ics in the Ha-Ha literature, but there was nothing. Can you 
provide the essential information needed for bringing doggies 
into Mexico?

David Bloom
Thee Amazing Grace, Vector 39

Long Beach

David — As a number of folks bring their dogs to Mexico each 
winter, you've clearly found a gap in our printed information. 
If you'll please excuse the terrible pun, here is the complete 
poop: Mexico is known to be very dog-and cat-friendly. The 
most you'll be asked for are a pet health certifi cate issued by 
a vet not more than 72 hours before the animal enters Mexico 

One New Sail,
One Bullet!

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
(510) 523-3966

Now in Grand Marina
Stop by our new loft at 2021 Alaska Packer Place

in Alameda and say hello.

Sylvain Barrielle · Synthia Petroka · Jason Crowson

sanfrancisco@ukhalsey.com

www.ukhalsey.com

The Merit 25 ‘Double Agent’ takes 
a bullet. 

We delivered a new sail and the 
results showed up instantly.

Call to upgrade your performance.



314 Tideway Dr., Alameda, CA 94501
www.helmsyacht.com

(510) 865-2511YACHT SALES INC.

PDQ 32 ALTAIR, 2000
A remarkable catamaran designed for family cruising.  
Bright, light and airy, the boat is fully outfitted with live-
aboard convenience. You can 
cruise this boat in quiet com-
fort. The layout and design 
is well suited for a couple to 
handle easily. A great live-
aboard or weekend getaway. 
Alameda slip available.

M U L T I H U L L S

Northern California

SEAWIND 1000, 2001
Ready to cruise. $189,000.

CORSAIR F-27, 1994
Go fast have fun. $39,900.

FISHER 37, 1979
$82,500

CORSAIR SPRINT 750
2 starting at $59,000.

CORSAIR
DASH 750
First one 
to land in 
the U.S.!

NEW

314 Tideway Dr., Alameda, CA 94501
www.helmsyacht.com
(510) 865-2511

YACHT SALES INC.

NEW SEAWIND 1160

Seawind's brand new 38-ft sailing cat, the Seawind 
1160, has just been launched and is proving to be an 
immediate success. The new Seawind 1160 combines 
some of the best features of the earlier Seawind 1000 
and Seawind 1200 sailing catamarans. Winner of 
Cruising World's 2007 Boat of the Year.

M U L T I H U L L S

Northern California

since 1984

SEAWIND 1000 XL

The Seawind 1000 is Australia's most successful
cruising catamaran, with the unique combined saloon 
and cockpit. This model has sailed all around the globe 
with many offshore passages successfully sailed
including through the South Pacific, Hawaii and Alaska.

Southern California

West Coast 
Multihulls

1053 Rosecrans, San Diego, CA 92106
www.westcoastmultihulls.com 
kurt@westcoastmultihulls.com

(619) 571-3513
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and a current vaccination certifi cate. But you might not even 
be asked for those.
 Not once during the previous 15 Ha-Ha's have we heard 
of anyone having trouble bringing their dog or cat across the 
border — and there have been plenty. "I don't think Mexico 
really cares too much," said Chris Frost, owner of Downwind 
Marine in San Diego. "The hardest part is getting the animal 
back across the border." Indeed, the U.S. is much more strict 
about checking documentation, so hold on to those papers for 
your return trip. Although not required, it's a good idea to make 
sure your pet has some form of ID, whether on its collar or in 
the form of an implanted microchip. And if you're planning to 
sail with Polly the Parrot or Jake the Snake, you have a lot 
more legwork in front of you.
 For more info on sailing with your pets, check out Diana 
Jessie's Cruising with Your Four-Footed Friends, which gives 
practical advice for cruising with dogs and cats, and the re-
cently released pet health manual Where There is No Pet Doctor 
by David W. LaVigne, DVM (both available on Amazon).

⇑⇓FIRST DOGS, NOW CATS 
 The accompanying photo is of our cat Suen resting after 
'tailing' the main sheet. It was taken while we were sailing 

at 3.9 knots on a 
beam reach be-
tween Catalina's 
Emerald Bay and 
Marina del Rey on 
June 22.

Linda Immer & 
Harris Gabel

Always Lucky, 
Baba 30

Marina del Rey

⇑⇓DOGS, CATS . . . AND NOW A BEAR!
 When we returned to our home, Bellavia, after an extended 

absence abroad, we 
found our boat-guard-
ing bear — perhaps a 
bit bored as a result 
of being left behind 
— had started reading 
a Latitude that was 
somehow left with him. 
No doubt he was mak-
ing travel plans.

Milton & Eva Tanner
Bellavia, Passport 40

Emery Cove

⇑⇓$50,000 TO TURN A LEVER
 It's nice to read the attitude in Latitude. In the last issue you 
wondered what a drawbridge operator was paid. Last month 
the California Department of Transportation was taking ap-
plications for drawbridge operators in Sacramento, Solano, 
Los Angeles and San Joaquin counties. The starting salary 
was listed at "$3,051-$3,338/month." That didn't include the 
benefi ts, of course.

Jackie Philpott
Dura Mater, Cal 20

Berkeley Marina

 Jackie — So with health, paid vacations, overtime and all 
that, we're probably talking $50,000/year — not counting 
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Even teddy bears need inspiration.
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"Trim for sun, please," says Suen.
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Whether you are replacing one
stanchion or upgrading your entire
boat, we manufacture a complete line
of stanchions, bases and gates.

• Stanchion tubes available in 
3 different tip styles

• Stanchions and gates can 
be made removable or with 
fixed bases. 

Quality stanchions and gates from Garhauer 

M A R I N E   H A R D W A R E

GREAT
GEAR

1082 West Ninth Street, Phone: (909) 985-9993   email: garhauer@garhauermarine.com
Upland, California 91786 FAX: (909) 946-3913 http://www.garhauermarine.com

GREAT
GEAR
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money that will have to be set aside for the pension. And with 
government workers, the pension is often the huge thing. the 
Chronicle, for example, recently reported that Pete Nowicki, the 
51-year-old retired fi re chief of little Moraga, population 16,700, 
is knocking down $241,000 a year as his pension. That's only 
$660 a day, so we hope the poor guy is going to be able to make 
ends meet. The not-so-funny thing is that some other retired 
fi re chiefs in Contra Costa County are getting $50,000 a year 
more in pension than Nowicki.
 Are we the only ones who think that all government opera-
tions — police, fi re, education and courts — should be turned 
over to Costco?

⇑⇓THE BURGEE ARRIVED!
 We're excited to participate in the 'Sweet Sixteen' Ha-Ha 
starting in late October, so we were happy to recently receive 

our burgee in the mail. 
Our journey will start 
in the second week of 
August, at which time 
we'll leave San Fran-
cisco Bay and visit 
family and friends 
as we head south. 
We will be hanging 
out at Two Harbors, 
Catalina, and will be 
displaying our bur-
gee proudly while we 
wait for the Ha-Ha to 

begin. Thank you to everyone at the Ha-Ha and Latitude for Latitude for Latitude
putting on the event.

Laurie & Michael Michel
Laura, Bristol 41.1

Nevada City

Laurie and Michael — Like you, we're excited, and we'll be 
spending much of our pre-Ha-Ha time at Two Harbors, getting 
accustomed to a more tranquil life.
 By the way, everyone in the Ha-Ha should be thankful that 
we live on the West Coast, where historically it's been very easy 
to sail to the tropics. It's normally a much longer, harder and 
more challenging trip from anywhere on the Eastern Seaboard 
to the Caribbean.

⇑⇓RECRUITING NEW FEMALE CREW FOR THE HA-HA
 I've cruised Mexico for all of the last two winter seasons, but 
the only place my boat has been ripped off was at Stillwater 
Cove near Pebble Beach. My boat was one of several that were 
broken into and had all the liquor stolen. Stillwater Cove is 
also the only place where my dinghy was abused. I found it 
defl ated and fi lled with sand. Fun!
 The only thing that's happened to my dinghy in Mexico is 
that some Mexican soccer players carefully moved it a few 
yards down the beach at La Cruz so they could have a bigger 
soccer fi eld.
 I've got to get back to Mexico. The weather here in Califor-
nia, and all the chores, are killing me. I'm doing the Ha-Ha 
again this year, and am 'recruiting' new female crew.

David Addleman
Eupsychia, Cal 36

Monterey

⇑⇓IT'S GREAT TO BE BACK IN THE U.S. BUT . . .
 After spending 10 days doing a Baja Bash, we arrived off 

Laurie and Michael are ready to Ha-Ha 
— how about you?
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Pt. Loma. We hailed the offi cials at the Police Dock over the 
VHF, and they told us where to go. Our next stop was Santa 
Barbara Marina, where it was the same deal. Ditto for Santa 
Cruz and our homeport of Sierra Point Marina in Brisbane.
    While having lunch on our boat at Sierra Point, we stopped 
to think how different it was in California from Mexico. If we'd 
called for a slip in a marina in Mexico, when we reached the 
dock, we would have met by two to four smiling linehandlers, 
who, as soon as we'd gotten tied up, would have connected our 
water hose and electricity. And maybe somebody would have 
offered us some food or a homemade pie, and at the very least 
fi lled us in with regard to stores, the internet, restaurants, 
laundry facilities and transportation. And within 10 minutes, 
some eager workers would have come by and, at reasonable 
prices, have offered to wash our boat, clean the bottom or 
wash our mast.
 For a lot of reasons, it's sure good to be back in the old 
United States — but where is the warm and fuzzy feeling 
we're used to getting when arriving at marinas in Mexico? 
We guess that we'll just have to head back south this winter. 
You wouldn't know of a group of boats that we could hang 
with on the way down from San Diego to Cabo? Say toward 
the end of October?

Wayne 'the Mango Man' Hendryx & Carol Baggerly
Capricorn Cat, Hughes 45

Brisbane

Readers — There truly are many wonderful things about 
California and the United States, but as most people returning 
from a cruise to Mexico will tell you, while we Americans may 
have the most money, collectively we're not the warmest of 
people, nor do we rank among the happiest.
 After our mother died, our dad kept saying he was going to 
take his van down to Mexico and do some exploring. Despite 
our encouragement, he never did, and as such, missed out on 
meeting many wonderful people and having great adventures. 
Our advice to those of you who are sick of the 'same-old, same-
old' is to not fear the unknown.

⇑⇓NOT A COMPLAINT, JUST A FACT
 With regard to your recent 'Lectronic and Latitude items  Latitude items  Latitude
about San Diego and the noise caused by airplanes, maybe 
you should back off the military and the noise of their jets. 
After all, they were there before you were.

Capt. Paul Petraitis
Espresso, CT-41 PH

Seattle, WA

 Capt. — When we said that San Diego could accurately 
change its motto from America's Finest City to America's Noisi-
est City, we were stating a fact and making a joke, not com-
plaining. We actually like the sound of the F-18s — or whatever 
they are — as we fi nd them reminders of the sophisticated 
things modern man is capable of producing. After all, nothing in 
them existed even 100 years ago. Besides, you only hear them 
a couple of times a day. We fi nd the sound of the commercial 
jet traffi c, which is almost nonstop, more annoying. But as you 
point out, both Lindbergh Field and the North Island Naval 
Air Station were around fi rst, so it's a little hard for anyone to 
complain.
 By the way, while Profl igate was hauled out in San Di-
ego, we spent a bit of time kicking around the redeveloped 
downtown near Petco Park. The touristy Gas Lamp District is 
understandably a little cheesy, but overall, San Diego seems 
to have done a pretty good job. In fact, it feels a lot like the San 
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Francisco waterfront — except that it's 20 degrees warmer and 
there aren't any homeless people.

⇑⇓PIRACY PROFITABLE FOR INSURANCE COMPANIES
 I read your editorial response in the June issue expressing 
surprise that governments of the world allow piracy, such as 
that which happens off Somalia, to continue. I hate to be such 
a cynic, but piracy will not end near Somalia because it’s so 
profi table — for maritime insurance companies. All insurance 
companies now assess a surcharge for commercial shipping 
that transits the area. The total income to the insurers for 
those surcharges has been more than $30 million in the past 
year. The total payouts for ransoms, cost of negotiators and 
so forth? Less than $1 million. These kinds of numbers would 
warm an actuary’s heart, wouldn’t you say?

Dean Koutzoukis
Yorba Linda 

Dean — We’re probably even more cynical than you are, but 
just because there hasn’t been a major claim yet doesn’t mean 
there won’t be one in the future. After all, it’s entirely possible 
that some pirates will sometime show they ‘mean business’ by 
destroying a tanker carrying $100 million in oil. In that case, 
the insurance companies would be $70 million in the red. Risk 
assessment is a tricky business. Whether it’s more profi table 
in the long run than other endeavors — such as piracy — is 
unclear.

⇑⇓TWENTY-SIX YEARS AGO IN THE LIGHTBUCKET
 A few years ago a guy — I can’t remember who — gave me a 
great photo that shows ‘old school’ sailing. It was taken during 
the ‘83 Lightship Race, when it was blowing up to 46 knots, 
the Bonita Bar was breaking, and the waves were really big.  

I was crew aboard a 
Santa Cruz 27, and 
we were sailing with 
a single reef in the 
main and a #4 jib. 
After sailing through 
a breaking wave at 
Bonita, we rounded 
the Lightbucket, put 
up a #3, and still 
did 16 knots with a 
reef in the main! We 
didn’t wear PFDs 
back then, but we 
did wear harnesses. 

I must be getting nostalgic — it does seem that much of that 
‘old school’ sailing was done in less-than-perfect conditions 
and, God knows, less-than-perfect boats. It’s hard to explain 
to younger sailors.

Steve Bates
Wind Blown Hare, Wylie Wabbit

Richmond YC 

Steve — There certainly was some wild ‘old school’ sailing 
in the ‘70s and early ‘80s. We can remember when people 
used to race small boats — such as Cal 20s, Coronado 25s 
and Ranger 26s — in the Midget Ocean Racing Association’s 
long distance races from San Francisco to San Diego and even 
Ensenada. Even for those who weren’t on drugs — and some 
of the crews were — it was a mystical experience when the 
wind got over 30 knots and the seas started to break.
 But we hope you’re not disparaging the SC 27, a design 

Old school sailing in the Gulf of the 
Farallones.
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that won at least one particularly windy MORA Long Distance 
Race, and that Norton Smith used to win the fi rst Singlehanded 
TransPac.
 While ‘old school’ sailors had a lot of balls and were fi ne 
sailors, we don’t think they can touch today’s top young sailors, 
who have benefi tted from so much better knowledge, training 
and experience.

⇑⇓AW SHUCKS!⇑⇓AW SHUCKS!⇑⇓
 I seldom actually have time to read a whole issue of Latitude 
38. But I was a bit under the weather on a recent Sunday, 
and started to read the May issue. I loved it! I read it cover 
to cover, and thought it was a great mix of information and 
entertainment. Thanks to you and the whole gang for a very 
pleasant bit of 'brain-candy'!

Deborah Atherton
Pier 39 Marina
San Francisco

    
Deborah — It's very hard work putting each issue together 

because our staff really cares and really tries hard. It's nice to 
know that you and others appreciate it.

⇑⇓YOU SHOULD BE A PROCTOLOGIST
 I've been reading Latitude since the beginning. Between Latitude since the beginning. Between Latitude
Latitude and Latitude and Latitude Vanity Fair, it's always a long wait between is-
sues. That said, I just wanted to compliment the Latitude
editor's skill at retorts. No issue of Latitude is a real issue Latitude is a real issue Latitude
unless some misguided armchair powerboater pipes up about 
something he knows nothing about and writes to Latitude
about it. I think these are the same voids who leave inane, 
mean and downright hateful messages on comments about 
newspaper stories and blogs they fi nd "disquieting."
 My point? The Latitude editor should really be a doctor. Latitude editor should really be a doctor. Latitude
Specifi cally a proctologist — because no one rips them a new 
asshole like you do! I love reading your responses. They are 
right to the fuckin' point! Touché! En garde! 

Peter Kissam
Marine Electronics

Newport Beach

 Peter — Geez, we're just trying to be helpful, not mean.

⇑⇓ROSE STILL WELCOMES CRUISERS TO NUKU HIVA
 It’s been a long time since I've been in contact with Latitude, 
but I wanted to check in to let you know I am still here at 

Taiohae Bay, Nuku 
Hiva, Marquesas 
Islands. There have 
been many changes 
in the bay over the 
years — and even 
in just the last few 
months — things 
such as the much 
greater availability 
of fresh food, and 
construction in the 
valley. I'll send you 
complete informa-

tion before next year's cruisers start heading here.
 As you probably remember, for 21 years I was the owner 
of Keikahanui Inn, and hosted a six-days-a-week happy hour 
for yachties during the January through August season. Nine 
years ago I took on partners, and the Keikahanui Inn became 
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The view from the restaurant from the new 
He'e Tai Inn on Nuku Hiva.

R
O

S
E

 C
O

R
S

E
R

Call Toll Free
(866) 463-0167

Fax: (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com

Quote requests
Visit our website

www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years  •  "Agreed Value"

"All Risks"  •  "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $2,500,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans

at affordable prices.

Our Insurance
Programs Provide:

• Crew of two anywhere

  • Worldwide Navigation

   • Hawaii

    • Caribbean

     • South Pacifi c

      • Mexico

       • Charter Boats

        • Multihulls

         • Liveaboards

          • Racing Boats

Blue Water Yacht Insurance 
covers more active cruising 
boats than any other marine 

agency in the Western
Hemisphere, and is the

leading innovator of
insurance products for

the offshore sailor.

BLUE WATER 
YACHT INSURANCE



August, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 65

Where the professionals shop!

(formerly Seapower Marine)

(510) 533-9290
www.outboardmotorshop.com

333 Kennedy St., Oakland, CA 94606  •  Fax 510-533-3374

© 2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner's manual.

5-year w arranty standard on all new Honda outboard engines purchased.
Check with participating dealers for complete details.

•	 Best prices of the year!
•	 Quiet, 4-stroke technology
•	 Unsurpassed fuel economy
•	 Transistorized pointless ignition
• Ideal for sailboats, small tenders

IDEAL FOR

SAILBOATS

AND SMALL

TENDERS

2009 OUTBOARD CLEARANCE*

*All makes and models. Limited to inventory in stock. 2010 models arriving soon.

CONTACT AN ULLMAN LOFT OR REP FOR SERVICE AND SALES

Visit our website: www.ullmansails.com

Nine Lofts/Dealers to service your sailing needs down the Coast between Seattle and San Diego:
Newport Beach	 San Diego	 Long Beach	 Marina del Rey/	 Ventura	 Santa Barbara	 Seattle	
(714) 432-1860	 (619) 226-1133	 (562) 598-9441	 King Harbor	 (805) 644-9579	 Ken Kieding	 (206) 234-3737
2710 S. Croddy Way	 2805 Canon St.	 6400 Marina Drive #9	 Mike George	 3639 E. Harbor Blvd.	 (805) 965-4538	 2370 Fairview Ave. E
Santa Ana, CA 92704	 San Diego, CA 92106	 Long Beach, CA	 (310) 645-0196	 #111	 Gary Swenson	 Seattle, WA 98102
Dave Ullman	 Chuck Skewes	 90803	 Steve Beck	 Ventura, CA 93001	 (805) 644-9579	 Chris Winnard
Bruce Cooper	 Tom Niebergall	 Bryan Dair	 (562) 243-9710	 Gary Swenson	 Santa Cruz	 Jeff Carson
Steve Beck	 Jim Clinton	 Steve Beck	 Sacramento	 Deke Klatt	 Brent Ruhne	 Jon Thompson
Erik Shampain		  (562) 243-9710	 Wade Behling		  Ruhne Racing	 John Leitzinger
John Bennett			   (916) 804-5682		  (831) 295-8290 mobile			 

Ullman Sails
Changes in Latitudes

=
Changes in Attitudes

Don't miss the party! The Baja Ha-Ha 
starts before you leave the dock!

Make the most of your trip by having your 
sails professionally inspected and serviced.

Call us about 
our special 

Baja Ha-Ha 
discounts!



LETTERS

Page 66  •  Latitude 38  •  August, 2009

the Keikahanui Nuku Hiva Pearl Lodge — one of several in a 
chain. Two years ago I sold my stock in the hotel. I'm now in 
the process of building an eight-room hotel with waterfront 
restaurant beside the road that continues up to the Keika-

hanui Inn. My 
new place will 
be called He’e 
Tai Inn — Mar-
quesan for 'from 
the sea' — and I 
intend to make 
it the yacht club 
of Taiohae Bay. 
The restaurant, 
which is fi nished 
but not yet offi -
cially open, will 
feature cultural 
programs such 
as traditional 

Marquesan dancing, roast pig buffets, and so forth. These 
cultural activities have been missing since I stopped running 
the Keikahanui. 
 It was only by meeting some cruisers in my museum/bou-
tique that I learned that something called the Pacifi c Puddle 
Jump, with 60 or so participants, arrived in the Marquesas 
this year, and that Latitude is a sponsor. I hope you'll keep Latitude is a sponsor. I hope you'll keep Latitude
me informed, as I'll be happy to help out in any way that I 
can.
 By the way, I still actively handle mail for cruisers. In this 
age of email, it's mostly urgent packages containing parts 
for boats, many of which are still at sea. For anyone needing 
to send packages via FedEx or DHL, make sure they are ad-
dressed to Yacht Name (fi ll in blank), c/o Rose Corser, Taiohae, 
Nuku Hiva, Marquesas. Be sure to write 'Yacht Replacement 
Parts — Yacht in Transit' on both the package and the invoice. 
To clear these packages through customs, I need a copy of 
the captain’s passport, ship’s document, and the clearance by 
the gendarmerie on entry. Many cruising guides include the 
above information, but add the name Keikahanui Inn, which 
no longer exists. This has complicated some clearances, so 
use my name only.
 Looking forward again to hostessing the ‘happy hours’ with 
the fascinating variety of persons from all over the world.    As 
our previous sign indicated — a place to enjoy good food and 
drinks, and listen to ‘tall tales.’

Rose Corser, Hotel He’e Tai Inn
Museum Boutique Enana

Taiohae, Nuku Hiva 98742, Marquesas, French Polynesia
Tel: 689-920382 Satellite phone: 689-735312

marquesasrose@gmail.com or rose.corser@mail.pfor rose.corser@mail.pfor

Readers — We've never met Rose, but from the late '70s on, 
she and her Keikahanui Inn were the friendly home away from 
home for yachts that had just crossed the puddle. This bond 
was particularly strong back in the days before the internet and 
email, when Nuku Hiva was effectively a very remote place, 
and Rose was one of the few sources of information and aid. 
We're sure many old-time cruisers will smile to learn that Rose 
is still welcoming cruisers in the Marquesas.
    Like Rose, a lot of people are curious about the relation be-
tween Latitude 38 and the Pacifi c Puddle Jump. The way we 
see it, Latitude is the 'custodian' of the event for each year's 
new group of cruisers, who are the real 'owners'. Latitude
spends quite a bit of money each year to promote the event, 

Rose Corser, a long-time friend of cruisers, at her 
museum at Taiohae Bay.
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U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 'Boating Safety' class, 

open to the Bay Area boating community.
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or $25 for materials only.

Registration Deadline: August 12, 2009 
Registration is limited to 30, so sign up early!
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but as there is no entry fee, so we derive no revenue from it. 
Brilliant business model, isn't it?

⇑⇓OUR BOATS HAVE HAD AN "ARK-LIKE ESSENCE" SINCE
    Latitude asked about readers' experiences with the Quake of Latitude asked about readers' experiences with the Quake of Latitude
'89. I was an incorrigible workaholic in the tech industry at the 
time, and my rigid 'work hard, play hard' mentality translated 
into 60+ hours Monday through Friday, and — thank God 
— a little sailing on Saturday and Sundays. On October 17, I 
attended an all day offsite department meeting in Los Gatos. 
It ended much earlier than scheduled, at around 2 p.m. Nine 
hundred and ninety nine times out of 1,000, I would have bee-
lined it back to the offi ce. For some reason — perhaps it was 

the nice weather, 
perhaps it was the 
fact that there were 
a number of sailors 
in the department 
— I decided to head 
up to the City for an 
afternoon sail with 
a couple friends. 
We kept our boat at 
South Beach Marina 
at the time, and af-
ter a quick stop for 

some ice, beer and snacks, we were all ready to go at around 
4 p.m. After untying the dock lines, we sailed north under 
the Bay Bridge toward the center of the Bay.
    Two things happened simultaneously at 5:04 p.m., when 
we were 200 yards from the Ferry Building heading north-
west. One, thousands upon thousands of birds, all around 
the horizon, took fl ight for no apparent reason. It was like 
something out of a creepy Alfred Hitchcock movie. Two, we 
felt a light jarring — sort of as though we'd run aground on 
a fl at, sandy bottom.
    At fi rst, we didn't know what to make of it. But things slowly 
came into focus. I think the fi rst thing we noticed was that the 
clock tower on the Ferry Building had been damaged. Soon, 
we saw smoke from fi res burning along the Embarcadero, 
then fi res on the Oakland side of the Bay, then fi nally big 
plumes of smoke coming over the hills to the west from the 
fi res in the Marina District.
    We carried a boombox with a radio for tunes. I jumped 
belowdecks to grab it, but in my haste managed to drop it. 
The batteries fell out and rolled to all corners of the boat. 
Rather than put it back together, I grabbed our little battery-
powered portable TV instead and turned it on. All we got were 
'test patterns' on all the channels. For a second, we thought 
it was the end of the world. The last thing we noticed was 
what was happening on the Bay Bridge. The traffi c hadn't 
been moving for a few minutes, and then fi nally we saw a 
huge mass of people running westbound across the bridge 
toward the City. That image was just like the panic scene 
from a Godzilla movie.
    After some time, the television came back on, and we were 
riveted by the news. My wife had gone to a training session 
in Oakland, so having heard about the collapse of parts of 
the upper deck of the Nimitz freeway, I had all kinds of worst 
case scenarios running through my mind. Our kids were in 
the South Bay at soccer practice, unsupervised. The initial 
news reports were, thankfully, much worse than the ultimate 
reality. We heard that all freeways were closed and that nobody 
could leave the City.
    We returned to South Beach Harbor to wait for news and 

'Kiapa', Pete and Susan's latest ark, as seen 
at San Simeon anchorage.
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Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock
Free Pump Out Station • Modern Launch Ramp

Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair
Arena Marine Supply Store • Loch Lomond Market

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond Marina
MOVE-INSPECIAL:FIRST MONTHFREE!

"What did he just say?"
Last Call
MARINE RECORDING SERVICE

only $109.95

• Repeats last transmission from your 
VHF radio with one push of the button

• RCA jack / 12-volt DC
• Visit www.LastCallMarine.com for Web demo 

and to order yours today

Chosen by Washington State Ferries 
for use in its entire fleet

Special Introductory Offer:
Buy one, get one FREE!

www.LastCallMarine.com

ShadeTree
888-684-3743
shadetre@gulftel.com

Cool and Relaxed

Visit: www.intheshd.com

•	Ingenious, self-supporting awning system,
	 attaches to lifelines
•	Tall enough to walk under at cabin, no limbo
•	Bombproof construction, easily sustains 25 knots
•	Sets up in 10 minutes, stows complete in its own 
	 10" x 36" bag
•	10 standard sizes fit any boat, catamarans too
•	Prices from $300.00 to $700.00

Got Shade?

Made in the USA!
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phone connections. All of us aboard were incredibly concerned 
about our families and friends. Yet there was an almost creepy 
irony that, there we were, safely on a boat in the marina, 
with plenty of power, pretty good communications (TV, VHF, 
sideband, etc), and plenty of food and fresh water. If only we 
could beam our families on board.
    Since that day, our sailboats — later a Farr 44, a Santa 
Cruz 52, and now our M&M 52 catmaran — have always 
had an Ark-like essence for me. And we'll never forget that 
afternoon sail.

Pete & Susan Wolcott
Route du Vent (in '89)Route du Vent (in '89)Route du Vent

Currently Kiapa, Morrelli & Melvin 52
Kapa'a, HI 

⇑⇓SHE WORKS HARD FOR THE MONEY
      I am writing to express my eye-rolling disappointment 
in the Liz Clark piece — with the overly dramatic title “An 
SOS from Liz Clark on Swell” — in the May 11 edition of Swell” — in the May 11 edition of Swell
‘Lectronic Latitude. At fi rst I was worried there had been an 
accident or that Liz was in other serious trouble. As it turns 
out, this was not a true SOS; Ms. Clark is simply in need of 
money. Who isn’t in need of money these days? I completely 
understand that Ms. Clark needs the money to repair her 
boat so she may continue her sailing and surfi ng adventure, 
but considering the economic climate back here in 'Reality 
World', it strikes me as odd that a person capable of getting 
the initial funding and multiple sponsorships at the journey’s 
onset, would now feel it’s appropriate to ask for donations 
from the general public. 
 And if she has, as you wrote, “made the transition from a 
relatively novice sailor to a courageous and competent adven-
turer, never shying away from the hard work that's needed 
to be done,” it seems to me she should consider getting a job 
in one of the fabulous locales she’s been privileged to visit, 
or even back home, to earn the $5,000 she feels she needs.  
 In reading some of her blog entries, I fi nd it hard to believe 
that a person with the stamina and courage to sail alone to 
the South Pacifi c and the determination to conquer the surf 
at Teahupo'o would ask working people for money while she 
spends her days exploring, sailing, and surfi ng in exotic ports. 
I fi nd this more than a little offensive, considering I work hard 
for my money so no one else has to foot the bill for my fun. 
 Perhaps the generous souls who are considering sending 
money to Liz Clark should instead send their contribution to 
Bismarck Dinius — someone who is truly in need of help!

Kathe Hashimoto
Seahound, Cal 27 T2

Sausalito 

      Kathe — You're not the only one who feels the way you 
do, but we think you're overly grouchy about it. As for your 
complaint that you were worried Liz had been in an accident 
— please, you can’t seriously believe that she would call for 
urgent help via the online edition of a sailing magazine!
    In addition, it’s not as though Liz was asking for donations 
from the “general public.” Over the last three years, she’s 
written many interesting and well-received pieces for Latitude
and other publications, and we think she rightly felt that some 
readers might be happy to pitch in a little to help her out. She 
received over $1,400, and has expressed her sincere gratitude 
to all those who contributed.
    What we can’t fi gure out is if you’ve got something against 
everyone who receives money from others to go sailing — which 
as we mentioned last month, would include Robin Lee Graham, 

*Based on 2006 countrywide average gross premium for boatowners insurance. Your actual premium 
will vary based on state and value of boat. Subject to availability and qualifi cations. Allstate Indemnity 
Company, Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

AlanQuan@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0745657

ALAN D. QUAN
Insurance Agent
(800) 792-9530

I can help make sure you don’t get stuck with 100% of the 
cost. For less than $1 a day*,  Allstate Boatowners Insur-
ance can cover things like injury, theft and damage to your 
boat – or someone else’s. Don’t wait until it’s too late. Call 
me today.

31% OF BOATS AREN’T INSURED
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See our best boat brokerage listings at:
www.nelsonyachts.net

1500 FERRY POINT, ALAMEDA, CA  94501

(510) 814-1858 • FAX (510) 769-0815

Nelson's Marine
www.nelsonsmarine.com

Well Cared For Special

If you take good care of your boat, 
we’ll take good care of you.

$33/ft 
Bottom Job!*

Only at Nelson’s Marine

*Price upon approval for clean, well-maintained boats.

…call this your backyard!

Emeryville MarinaEmeryville Marina

ON THE BAY

San Rafael

Richmond
580

80

Mill
Valley

101

San Francisco

Daly
City

Oakland

880

580

Hayward

13

EMERYVILLE

24
Berkeley

Marina

S
an Francisco B

ay

(510) 654-3716
www.emeryvillemarina.com

When you call Emeryville Marina Home...When you call Emeryville Marina Home... 
…call this your backyard!

Slips from 20-65 ft
Full Amenities - including

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station

New Member 

Showers and 

Laundry Facilities 

Now Open!

NEW SLIPS!
Available Fall/Winter 2009
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

NEW SLIPS!
Available Fall/Winter 2009
Now taking reservations

for 40' to 60'

Free Wi-Fi and Video Surveillance

www.swisstech-america.com
(408) 505-SAIL (7245)

• 10-to-1 winch hoist for safe and easy mast climb-
ing, easy MOB maneuvers, and other hoist tasks

•  Top-of-the-mast safety harness & bosun's chair

SWISS TECH SPECIALTY SAILING GEAR 
Designed and tested for world-wide cruising and 
rigorous seamanship challenges à la Baja Ha-Ha

Your purchases will trigger a 5% increase to Swiss Tech America's 
regular sale-to-sale contribution to Make-a-Wish Foundation.

Seamanship products 
for catching mooring 
buoys, bullards and 
mooring posts with self-
releasing mechanisms

MAST LIFT

The Authentic 
Self-Retracting
Anchor Buoy

Mooring 
Safety Lock

Our Signature Product!

Mooring Gear

Please see our Flash animated product descriptions at: 

See us at the Annapolis Boat 
Show
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Tania Aebi, Zac Sunderland, Bruce Schwab and about a million 
racing sailors — or if you just have a problem with Liz? And if 
it’s the latter, is it because she’s young? A woman? Or because 
she often appears to be having fun?
 RESPONSE HIJACK ALERT! Editor LaDonna Bubak stepping 
in here to point out that not everyone at Latitude agrees with 
the boss man — and praise Ra that he's got a good sense of 
humor about it. 
 Kathe clearly respects Liz Clark's gumption, and at the very 
least follows her adventures online, if not in the magazine. To 
suggest she has "a problem" with Liz because she's "young" or 
"a woman" is not just silly, it's downright offensive — especially 
if you've ever laid eyes on Kathe (to do so, check out page 98 
of this issue).
 And The Wanderer's suggestion that Liz Clark's request for 
money in any way resembles that of a professional racer's quest 
for sponsorship is apples, well, and watermelons. Liz's solicita-
tion is more like the guy at a rest stop begging for gas money. Liz, 
as well as the others he mentions, obviously received donations 
to fund their dream trips — and good on 'em! But the others 
— who were all out to break records, by the way — somehow 
secured their funding without asking me for a dime.  
 For the record, I think Liz is extremely courageous for follow-
ing her dream and heading off into the great blue on her own. 
But the next time she needs a few extra bucks to continue her 
vacation, maybe she should just get a job.

⇑⇓WE'RE DEFINITELY DOING DELTA DOO DAH DEUX 
 Nancy and I want to give our heartfelt thanks to everyone 
at Latitude but especially LaDonna Bubak, Christine Weaver, Latitude but especially LaDonna Bubak, Christine Weaver, Latitude

and John Arndt for 
organizing and run-
ning the Delta Doo 
Dah. The week we 
spent on the Delta 
as part of the Doo 
Dah was one of the 
best vacations we've 
ever had. 
   After sailing on the 
Bay for 38 years, we 
needed you guys to 
kick us in the ass to 

get on up the river. Now we're kicking ourselves in the ass for 
not having done it sooner. We're already organizing another 
trip up there in the fall but, if that doesn't work out, certainly 
next year with all of our friends who also need to be kicked 
in the ass to get on up the river. Doo Dah II — we're there!

Gary & Nancy Ryan
'iliohale, Hanse 34

Greenbrae

 Readers — You can get all the dirt on the Doo Dah starting 
on page 98. While next year's dates haven't been confi rmed, it 
seems a foregone conclusion that Delta Doo Dah Deux is a go.

 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port, and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifi cations. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

'iliohale' at the start of the inaugural Delta 
Doo Dah.
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Yachting
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 Marinas, Yards,
 Yacht Clubs,
 Brokers,
 Shipwrights
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 Offshore, Coastal,
 Inland and
 Liveaboards
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Bill Fowler
MCDERMOTTCOSTA INSURANCE

(925) 606-6606  Fax (510) 357-3230
bfowler@mcdermottcosta.com
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510 428-2522 or 415 457-6300

POLISHING

Fully Insured & Marina Approved
Serving the Bay Area Since 1986

Call now for a Free Estimate

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Bilge Cleaning • Detailing • Maintenance 
Washdown • Carpet & Cushion Cleaning

www.seashine.net

Service of the Month

A buffed boat not only looks great,
but will hold its shine and value for longer!

Call for a buff!

1150 BRICKYARD COVE RD., SUITE B6 
PT. RICHMOND, CA 94801 (510) 234-9566

Arguably the world's most efficient, dependable 
refrigeration. The keel cooler and super efficient 
compressor make for a quiet, highly efficient 12V 
refrigeration system.

• No Pump

• No Fan

• No Noise

Keel Cooling System

BERKELEY MARINA

Berkeley Marina Office

Visit our website at: www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina

City Of Berkeley
Parks Recreation and Waterfront



SIGHTINGS

Page 74  •  Latitude 38  •  August, 2009

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
A

R
LO

 B
O

R
LE

N
G

H
I /

 A
LI

N
G

H
I

continued on outside column of next sightings page

more america’s cup drama
	 As any design rule in any competitive arena matures, performance 
gains become more a result of refinement and less a result of radical 
departures in concept, and that’s exactly what happened over the last 
couple America’s Cups.
	 But when you blow the design parameters as wide open as the 
impending Deed of Gift match for the 33rd America’s Cup has, the 
question of concept suddenly becomes quite relevant. As last month’s 
launching of Alinghi’s answer — Alinghi 5 — to the Golden Gate YC’s 
challenge has shown, there is little consensus between the two teams 
as to what is more suited for the match: a trimaran — as has so 
far been shown to be BMW Oracle’s choice — or a catamaran — as 
Alinghi have chosen. What they share is that they’re both absolute 

Get along, little DOGie — ‘Alinghi’s 
Deed of Gift match multihull will make 
for interesting A-Cup viewing.

the final hawks 
	 Alonso Machain, the last of five people 
convicted in connection with the murders 
of Newport Beach-based cruisers Tom 
and Jackie Hawks, was quietly sentenced 
to 20 years in California state prison on 
June 15. Machain, the key witness in 
previous trials, pleaded guilty and struck 
a plea agreement with prosecutors, which 
the Hawks family supported.
	 On November 15, 2004, Tom and 
Jackie Hawks took Machain, Skylar De-
leon and John Kennedy, posing as buyers, 
on a sea trial aboard their 55-ft trawler 
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a-cup — cont’d
monsters.
	 Alinghi 5 turned out to be a 90-ft catamaran, the result of more than 
100,000 man hours in design and build. A development of Ernesto 
Bertarelli’s 41-ft Lake Geneva day racer Le Black, Alinghi 5 sports some 
unusual features for a catamaran. First, the pair of diagonal beams that 
emanate from the area of the mast step and run to the rear crossbeam 
to counteract the bending loads created by the running backstays. 
Then there’s the complex web of dolphin-strikers, cables and rods that 
stiffen the entire package both torsionally and longitudinally. 
	 One feature recently caused 
a return visit to the New York 
courts over a dust-up about 

continued on outside column of next page

killer sentenced
Well Deserved. At sea, the men subdued 
the Hawkses, forced them to sign finan-
cial and legal documents, tied them to an 
anchor and threw them overboard.
	 Deleon’s then-wife, Jennifer Hender-
son, was sentenced in 2006 to life without 
parole for assisting in the plot. Deleon 
and Kennedy were both sentenced to 
death last year. A fifth defendant, Myron 
Gardner, pleaded guilty to putting Deleon 
in touch with Kennedy. He was sentenced 
to a year and is now free.

— ladonna
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a-cup — cont’d mad dogs and
	  Two British adventurers will be de-
parting Inuvik, in Northwest Canada, 
on July 24 (as this issue goes to press) 
bound for Pond Inlet on Baffin Bay in the 
Eastern Canadian Arctic. They plan to 
make the 1,700-mile west-east traverse 
of the infamous Northwest Passage in 
a 17.5-ft open boat. Ken Oliver, 41, and 
Tony Lancashire, 35, are both career 
Royal Marines whose avocation is boating. 
The boat they’ll be sailing and rowing is a 
specially modified Norseboat 17.5, a gaff-
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Looking good (clockwise from below) — Tak-
ing a dip aboard ‘Naniloa’; ‘Cheryl L.’ rides the 
wave; “Reef? I don’t need no stinkin’ reef!”; the 
crew of ‘Jelly Bean’ have sweet smiles; the ‘Irish 
Ayes’ have it.

whether the boat’s use of an engine to power her sailing systems 
violates the deed’s provision that the event be sailed under the host 
club’s rules, which — at the time of BMW Oracle’s challenge — didn’t 
include a waiver of the ISAF rules that govern such items, but have 
since been modified to do so. As of this writing, Alinghi’s use of stored 
power looks as if it will be permitted. If you ask us, this is a little 
unfortunate. We’re used to seeing advertisements from sailmakers, 
gear manufacturers and composite materials makers touting the use 
of their products by Cup teams. We don’t know who built the engine 
or what type of fuel it uses, but can you imagine an ad from Yanmar, 
Mercruiser or Cummins spouting off about how their internal combus-



SIGHTINGS

August, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 77

a-cup — cont’denglishmen

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 Robert ‘Clay’ Prescott, 65, and his wife, Teresa, 49, were arrested 
at the Sausalito offices of their yacht brokerage, Anchorage Brokers 
& Consultants (aka ABC Yachts) on July 16 and taken to the Marin 
County Jail. According to Deputy D.A. Linda Wong, Clay was charged 
with eight counts of embezzlement, three counts of writing bad checks, 
and two counts of embezzling from an elder or dependent adult. Te-
resa was charged with eight similar counts. In plain English, the Mill 
Valley residents have been charged with, among other things, selling 
boats for clients, but then not giving the clients the money due them 
at the end of the transaction. According to the Sausalito Police, victims 
claim losses estimated between $250,000 and $270,000. Bail was 
set at $500,000 for each defendant. A deputy public defender asked 
that Teresa be released or at least have her bail reduced because the 
couple have a 17-year-old daughter. The request was denied. On July 
24, she made bail but Clay was still in custody.
	 Authorities say they’ve found five victims of ABC Yachts to date, but 
it’s unclear when the alleged criminal activity began. One Southern 
California customer of ABC Yachts told us that ABC sold his Sceptre 
41, and the new owner, a Canadian, sent ABC Yachts a check for 
$160,000 on February 25. The seller should have received a check 
for $144,000 from the ABC trust account in a matter of days. Instead, 
the seller told us, Clay kept putting him off, promising he’d send the 
money shortly. On April 1, Teresa allegedly signed a check for the 
full amount and sent it to the seller. The much-relieved seller quickly 
deposited it in his checking account. On April 3 he got the bad news 
— the check was no good. Who knows, maybe it had only been an 
April Fool’s Day joke.
	 When the seller reached Clay by phone, Prescott reportedly told 
him, “I’m really sorry, times are tough. We took your money.” When 
asked where the money had gone, Prescott reportedly said, “We spent 
it,” adding that he hoped to pay the man back over time. Indeed, on 
April 10, ABC sent a good check for $5,000 to the seller. Unfortunately, 
that was just 3.5% of what he was supposed to receive.
	 On April 4, a day or so after the seller learned the first check had 
bounced. he called the Sausalito Police Department. “If there is one 
hero in this case,” says the seller, “it’s Sausalito Officer Sean Smagalski. 
Within one hour of receiving a copy of the bad check, he was in his 
car looking for the Prescotts. It was he who got the Marin County D.A. 
involved. It was he who got the Department of Boating & Waterways 
involved. It was he who found out there were at least four other victims, 
who inexplicably didn’t report not getting paid for their boats. It was 
Officer Smagalski who put together a 700-page file on the case.”
	 Nonetheless, it’s at this point that the legal system and the state 
completely failed the consumer. For one thing, the state agency that 
regulates yacht brokers requires that a broker carry a bond worth just 
$15,000 — a rather trifling sum for businesses that may holdhundreds 
of thousands of dollars in their trust accounts at one time, wouldn’t you 
agree? Secondly, for a period of more than 3.5 months, neither DBW 
nor the Marin County D.A. did anything to close down ABC Yachts or 

rigged catboat built by Norseboat, Inc., 
of Nova Scotia. The boat has an enclosed 
bow, but that will be full of stores. “We 
can get out of the weather to sleep but 
not in a closed space,” says Oliver. “There 
is room for one of us at a time to sleep in 
the bow of the boat under a canvas cover. 
When the weather precludes our sailing or 
rowing, if we can land safely, we will put 
up our tent.” For more, see their website 
at www.arcticmariner.org.	

— jr sausalito yacht brokers arrested

tion engine won the America’s Cup? That would be a little strange.
	 In the meantime, we’ll be waiting for what will likely be one of the 
coolest America’s Cups ever, in some of the most radical boats ever 
designed. And we’ll also be curious to see if the big black trimaran 
BMW Oracle has been sailing off San Diego is the boat they end up 
taking to the match. There’s been plenty of speculation that they have 
another one in progress. Only time will tell.
	 Max Ebb takes a closer and more edified look at the cat vs. tri 
question this month, starting on page 122.

—rob
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warn consumers that they were under investigation. DBW told us that 
if a consumer called and specifically asked about ABC Yachts, they 
would be able to say only that a complaint had been filed. True, it’s 
not quite as bad as the state taking three to five years to get around 
to investigating whether rogue nurses killed their patients, but we find 
such a delay to be unacceptable. Indeed, it’s our understanding that 
there were additional victims after the Marin County D.A. and DBW 
had been made aware of the case.
	 After we heard of the allegations against the Prescotts and ABC 

Yachts, we at Latitude 
were put into a diffi-
cult position. The last 
thing we wanted was 
to run another ad for 
ABC if we believed that 
it might lead to other 
customers losing their 
money. But with DBW 
and Marin County un-
willing to say anything 
other than that they 
were “investigating” 
the situation, and with 
both of them allowing 
the Prescotts and ABC 
to continue operating 
their business, we felt 
our hands were tied. 

After all, without any confirmation from official agencies, we had no 
evidence that the seller’s accusations were actually true. We believed 
the seller we talked to, but we had no proof. When we talked to Clay 
about it, he said the buyer would be paid, possibly through a pay-
ment schedule, and that it was all being taken care of. He said that if 
ABC was closed down, the seller would certainly never get his money. 
Sounds like a curious bit of extortion, doesn’t it? For his part, the seller 
asked us to let ABC continue to run ads, saying that it was his only 
hope that he might see more of his money. In any event, all we felt 
we could do was write a Sightings piece about how to buy a boat, and 
suggest that, given the times, perhaps a trust account, separate from 
the broker’s trust account, should be set up for boat transactions. 
	 In June, with ABC behind in payments to Latitude for their ads, 
we pulled the plug on the company for the July issue. Clay called 
asking how he could get back in. We asked him to explain what had 
gone on. He admitted that he’d spent all the money he’d gotten for 
the seller’s boat, and it was just plain gone. We were furious on be-
half of his clients and the marine industry, and let him know it in 
no uncertain terms. We demanded to know what had happened to 
the money. When he said that it went to things like three months 
of house payments and business expenses, we confronted him with 
the fact that the numbers still didn’t add up. Where the hell was the 
other $100,000? Clay would only say that it was gone.
	 If the criminal allegations are true, the Prescotts’ behavior is inex-
plicable to us on two counts. First, how can you just take $145,000 
or so that belongs to somebody else? We’re not naïve enough to think 
that people don’t do it. We just don’t understand how they can. Sec-
ond, if your business is going down the tubes, isn’t it obvious that 
bankruptcy is a preferable option to being arrested on felony charges, 
and facing huge legal bills and perhaps long terms in jail? The one 
thing you can say about the Prescotts is that they worked their asses 
off for years, and continued to work as hard as they could in a very 
tough business environment. But you have to wonder, when they had 
to put on their blue jail outfits for the first time, if they realized they’d 

The owners of ABC Yachts on Sausalito’s Gate 5 
Road are accused of taking clients’ money.
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	 On June 5, just a little over a month 
before the first TransPac boats were slated 
to arrive, Hawaii Governor Linda Lingle 
dedicated three new floating docks at the 
Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor in Honolulu. 
For years we’ve been railing against the 
state’s apparent inability to properly man-
age what should be a cash cow — ridicu-
lously low-cost slips in a fantastic location 
— and now they’ve finally stepped up.
	 After 30 years of neglect, much of 
the marina’s slips were either unusable, 
condemned or just plain gone. Lingle’s 
2006 promise to turn the Ala Wai into 
the state’s “flagship recreational harbor” 
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The Ala Wai Small Boat Harbor’s docks looked like this (above) last July. 
They were replaced by new floating modular docks in time for arriving 
TransPac boats last month.

was met with understandable skepticism. 
But somehow she did it. With the replace-
ment of G dock last year, and now B, C 
and D docks, 248 slips are finally back 
in service at a cost of about $5.3 million. 
The 40 remaining condemned slips are 
scheduled to be replaced later this year.
	 Now, if the state would just increase 
slip fees from the ludicrously low $5.25 
per foot to current market levels  — and 
put that money back into the mainte-
nance and improvement of the marina 
— the Ala Wai could become a world-class 
yachting destination.

— ladonna

made some poor choices.
	 Despite having done business with the Prescotts for many years, 
we find it very difficult to drum up much sympathy given the crimes 
they’re accused of committing. Maybe it’s because we’re cold-hearted. 
Or maybe it’s because we know that damage done by such alleged 
crimes tends have a broad ripple effect. On the day we last spoke with 
the Southern California seller by phone, he told us that he and his wife, 
now suddenly out nearly $145,000, were forced to put their home up 
for sale. The couple’s 10- and 8-year-old daughters were distraught, 
unable to comprehend how they could lose their home when their 
parents hadn’t done anything wrong. The seller’s wife can’t sleep at 
night, as the loss has put strains on both the husband and wife’s small 
businesses. All this for something that never should have happened, 
either to the seller or other alleged victims — or to the Prescotts.

— richard
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sir foxy? cuauhtemoc scores
	 Mexico may not have the most power-
ful military in the world, but they seem 
to make up for their lack of firepower 
with fantastic style. Having a soft spot 
in our hearts for tall ships, we couldn't 
resist the temptation to witness the ar-
rival of the magnificent 270-ft tall ship 
Cuauhtemoc as she entered the Bay July 
13 under sunny skies with festive Mexi-
can music blasting from her loudspeak-
ers and nearly 100 cadets straddling her 
yardarms. With a San Francisco fireboat 
ushering her in like a floating fountain, continued on outside column of next sightings page
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	 Neophyte entrepreneurs could learn a valuable lesson from ir-
reverent Caribbean crooner Foxy Callwood. Ever since opening his 
thatch-roofed beach bar on the tiny British Virgin island of Jost Van 
Dyke in the late '60s, he has been on site to greet and entertain visiting 
sailors day after day, year after year. That dependable consistency has 
made his Tamarind Bar and Restaurant a must-see destination for 
virtually every visitor to this idyllic British territory, which has long 
been the most popular yacht chartering destination in the world. 
	 From extremely humble beginnings, Foxy, now 71, and his long-
suffering Australian wife, Tessa, have slowly expanded their waterside 
operation to include a top-rated restaurant, a micro-brewery, a bou-
tique, and an expansive concert venue for special events — such as 
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foxy — cont’d10 for style

continued on outside column of next sightings page

the globetrotting barque sailed in with 
her full complement of 23 sails drawing 
on a light morning breeze. 
	 Prior to crossing the North Pacific 
to make her landfall here, Cuauhtemoc 
spent the previous six months touring 
Asian ports in her dual mission as good-
will ambassador and Naval cadet training 
vessel. The voyage commemorated the 
trading route between Mexico and Asia, 
called Nao of China, that's been followed 
for more than 400 years. 

Spread, the ‘Wicked’ crew were all business in their 
quest for the top slot in the Trans Tahoe Regatta, 
while the crew of ‘Pleiades’ (inset) were a little more 
playful. Read all about the action in Race Sheet.

their notorious New Year's Eve mega-parties. In recent years they've 
funneled a portion of their profits into the Jost Van Dyke Preservation 
Society, a nonprofit they helped create that's focused on preserving the 
island's environment and cultural history. A 
key project is the construction of 32-ft Tortola 
sloops, modeled after the hand-hewn sailing 
craft used by BV islanders in generations past, 
and built today partially by school-age kids.
	 Those philanthropic efforts, and Foxy's 
undeniable contributions to the success of 
BVI tourism, have earned him a completely 
unexpected honor. Earlier this year, he went 
to England to be inducted into the prestigious 
Order of the British Empire by none other than 
Queen Elizabeth II. Don’t worry, we don't have 
to call him Sir Foxy as the MBE is a few notches 
below knighthood. While his contributions 
certainly deserve acknowledgement, the title 
seems a wee bit ironic, because if we know 
anyone who shuns formality, it's Foxy. In fact, we're reminded of one 
of his classic lines: "Yacht club? Yeah, I'm a member of a yacht club, 
the MOFYC. (My Own F_ _king Yacht Club.)"
	 No matter how nice the Royals were to our old friend, we're abso-
lutely certain he didn’t linger long in the British Isles. Why? Because 
he has to wear shoes there!

— andy

Foxy's bawdy ballads and po-
litically incorrect humor have 
made him a legend. 
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high time for the ha-ha
	 If there is one thing we’ve learned in life, it’s that you don’t want 
to fight the seasons. So while we’re just entering the prime time for 
sailing in both Northern and Southern California, it’s less than three 
months until the days grow short and the air chilly. For those sailors 
not tied down by obligations, there’s a one-word answer to the ques-
tion of what to do with your boat at the end of October. It’s called 
the Ha-Ha, the 750-mile cruisers’ rally from San Diego to Cabo San 
Lucas, with R&R stops at Turtle Bay and Bahia Santa Maria.
	 The Ha-Ha is the gateway to a winter of cruising or commuter cruis-
ing in Mexico, where the sailing generally is easy, the air and water 
are warm, and the locals and other cruisers are super-friendly. With 
the exchange rate greater than 13-to-1, the dollar can be made to go 
a long way in Mexico. What about the narco gangs and swine flu? Tell 
someone who cruised Mexico last year that you’re worried about such 
threats and they’re likely to burst into uncontrollable laughter.
	 As of June 22, the Ha-Ha had received a total of 122 entries for this 
fall’s event. We’re expecting another 30 to 50 more by the September 
10 deadline. It’s a typical Ha-Ha fleet, meaning there are boats repre-
senting every segment of the sailing world. So far there are 23 boats 
under 34 feet in length, the smallest being Little Lara, Jay Bowden’s 
Pacific Seacraft Dana 24 from Santa Barbara.
	 A total of 18 boats longer than 50 feet have signed up, the biggest 
being Odysseus, a Maxi 97 owned by two-time Ha-Ha vet William 
Hogarty of the Bay Area. Even the Over 50-ft Class runs the whole 
gamut of boats. Many are full-on cruisers, such as the CT 54s Teal 
Sea and Chrokeva, owned by Craig Schroeder of Long Beach and 
Mark Pitts of San Diego respectively. Then there are the more per-
formance-oriented over-50-footers, including William Piper’s J/160 
Pipe Dream all the way from Miami, Jim and Diana Freeland’s Santa 
Cruz 52 Prufrock from Oahu, and Bob Callaway’s MacGregor 65PH 
Braveheart from Pleasant Harbor, WA.
	 There are 11 multihulls so far. Although Paul Marston’s Corsair 
31 Sally Lightfoot from Ventura is one of the smaller multihulls, we 

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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cuauhtemocha-ha — cont’d.
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If you’ve got a fear of heights, 
the Mexican Navy is not for you. 
The ‘Port Salute’ (spread) is one 
of the grandest traditions among 
cadet training vessels. It’s a test 
of both bravery and balance.  

	 People fall off boats all the time, especially racing boats. Most 
are recovered quickly with little more lost than a few places in the 
standings. But not always. For most of the sailing demographic, MOB 
— ‘man overboard’ — is one of the most dreaded scenarios, right up 
there with fire or sinking. We have run many articles over the years 
detailing the tragic consequences of some of those incidents; occa-
sional articles about near-miraculous rescues; and countless ‘how 
to’ articles about the best ways recover overboard crew. 
	 We were surprised to realize recently that in all that coverage, we 
have given only tacit attention to the other end of the MOB pole — the 
person who was actually in the water. So now we want to do that, and 
we need your help. We’re asking anyone who’s ever fallen off a boat 
(and obviously lived to tell the tale) to write a short summary of what 
the experience was like. At some point in the future, we’ll compile the 
accounts into a feature. To ‘prime the pump,’ so to speak, here are 
quickie summaries of the top three most fantastic overboard stories 
involving sailboats and West Coast sailors that we’ve come across 
in the last 30 years or so. (Plus the added bonus of a particularly 

know this veteran racer will be battling all the big boats for line hon-
ors. But forget the extremes; the overwhelming number of entries are 
racer/cruisers in the 36- to 47-ft range, with Catalina having made 13 
of them. We haven’t calculated the average age of the boats entered, 
but in years past it’s been about 15 to 17 years. The sailboats built 
in Southern California and Taiwan in the ‘60s and ‘70s have proven 

to be very durable, so there will be some 
classic plastics pushing 40 years of age.
	 There are lots of reasons to enter the 
Ha-Ha. The discounts on goods and ser-
vices in California and Mexico more than 
make up for the entry fee, which at just 
$350 is unusually low for such a rally. 
There is the bountiful bag full of swag 
each boat gets. In addition, there are the 
benefits of the daily professional weather 
forecasts, the roll calls, and ‘safety in 
numbers’. But if you ask the returnees 
— and there will be lots of them this year 
— what they like most about the Ha-Ha is 
the people they meet. Do one Ha-Ha and 
you can end up with friends and sailing 
opportunities to last you a lifetime.
	 The Ha-Ha is open to boats that were 
designed, built, and have been maintained 

for open-ocean sailing. There must be at least two crew with overnight 
sailing and navigation experience. And don’t kid yourself — while the 
downwind sail to the Cape is usually a relatively easy one, you always 
have to be ready for whatever the Pacific might want to dish out.
	 For information on how to enter, and to see a current list of entries, 
visit www.baja-haha.com. To get on the Crew List, hit the ‘Crew List’ 
button at www.latitude38.com.
	 We’re totally into the concept of the endless summer, so Latitude’s 
63-ft cat Profligate will be the mothership for the 13th year, with the 
publisher of Latitude serving as the Grand Poobah, Latitude Manag-
ing Editor ‘Banjo’ Andy Turpin serving as the Assistant Poobah, and 
Doña ‘Don’t Mess With Me’ de Mallorca as the Head of Security. 
	 God knows there’s been enough gloom recently, so if you’re not 
into whining, we hope you can join us for some hot sailing fun under 
the Mexican winter sun.

— richard

The Ha-Ha is a heckuva good 
way to lose the gloom.
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mob mentality

	 Cuauhtemoc was built in Bilbao, Spain, 
in 1982, the last of several sisterships, 
including Colombia's Gloria, Ecuador's 
Guayas, and Venezuela's Simon Bolivar. 
Since being commissioned, she has logged 
more than 400,000 sea miles visiting 
ports throughout the world. The gleam-
ing white ship was named for the last 
Aztec emperor, who was imprisoned and 
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continued on outside column of next sightings page

fantastic non-yacht incident.) Please note that yours doesn’t have to 
be anywhere near this amazing to be part of our roundup.
	 • In the 1951 TransPac, the 73-ft cutter L’Apache was 800-some 
miles from Honolulu in 20 knots of breeze when she took a roll and 
crewman Ted Sierks went overboard. He was not wearing a lifejacket. 
The crew, led by sailing master Peggy Slater, threw two liferings over, 
one of which the fully-clothed Sierks grabbed. But by the time they 
got the sails down, started the engine and reversed course, 10 to 15 

eventually executed by the conquistador 
Hernán Cortes in 1525. 
	 While berthed at San Francisco's Pier 
27, the 'Class A' vessel was toured by 
more than 20,000 tall ship enthusiasts 
of all generations. She was the first in-
ternational tall ship to call on the Bay in 
several years.

— andy
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dinius trial 
	 On July 17, supporters of Bismarck 
Dinius took a collective breath of relief 
when Lake County District Attorney Jon 
E. Hopkins announced in an open let-
ter posted to the county’s website that 
he would drop the ridiculous vehicular 
manslaughter charges against Dinius. 
But that breath turned into a groan of 
frustration as they finished reading the 
bizarre letter.
	 The letter, posted in the middle of jury 

mob — cont’d

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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minutes had passed, and they couldn’t find him. What ensued was 
perhaps the longest and most intense search in TransPac history, 
joined by not only a half-dozen other TransPac boats, but a B-17 out 
of Hickam Field and five Destroyer Escorts. Sierks was finally located 
just before dusk the next day, having spent 29 hours in the water. 
	 • In the early ‘60s, Slater herself famously fell off her Kettenburg 38 
Valentine in the Molokai Channel. She was singlehanding to Hawaii and 
had gone forward to change a headsail during a squall when the incident 
occurred. Though she remained attached to the boat via jacklines and 
a harness, she was pinned against the side of the boat by the sail and 
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to continue mob — cont’d
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selection for Dinius’ trial, maintains that 
Lynn Thornton’s 2006 death was caused 
by “drunken sailors.” Dinius happened to 
be sitting at the tiller of a sailboat drifting 
along in zephyrs on Clear Lake when it 
was rammed at an estimated 40-50 mph 
by a speedboat driven by Russell Perdock, 
the #2 man at the Sheriff’s Office.
	 For reasons not adequately explained 
in the letter, Hopkins said he would dis-

We were motorsailing our Ventura-based Ocean 
49 catamaran ‘Meerkat’ into Banderas Bay when 
this humpback whale surfaced on our starboard 
side. My husband Jim had to turn the boat to stay 
clear of this big boy. We think he may have been 
trying to keep us away from a couple of mating 
whales, as he began herding us — we ended turn-
ing 180 degrees! He slapped his tail for about 10 
minutes while we just floated there, then swam 
behind us and began breaching. What a show!

— heather stapleton donnell

unable to get back aboard. She was in the water for 11 hours before 
being spotted by another boat and rescued. She later commented, “I 
believe I’m the only person to sail to Hawaii underwater.” 
	 • In 1993, Bill Forrest was motoring across Bahia Culebra in Costa 
Rica. The Bay Area sailor was alone aboard his Capo 30 California 
Girl. It was a hot morning, so he stripped off his shorts and started 
a bucket shower to cool off. But when he leaned against the lifelines 
to get a second bucket, the lifeline broke and he went into the water. 
He could not get ahold of the slippery boat as it went by, but man-
aged to get a hand on a trolling line he’d rigged — only to have it slip 
through his grasp and have the hook impale his hand. Being towed 
behind the boat nearly drowned him, but he managed to be the big 
one that got away, eventually breaking the line. Then, treading water, 
he watched his boat slowly motor over the horizon and disappear. He 
was 68 years old, naked, bleeding and 12 miles offshore. Incredibly, 
Forrest managed to swim to land, coming ashore on a rocky beach 
in the wee hours of the following morning. It took another week of 
working his way south along the rugged coast before he was found. 
	 • Bonus MOB — In July 1908, in heavy going in the North Atlantic, 
Seaman James Wilkinson was washed off the deck of the battleship 
USS Minnesota by a huge wave. A few minutes later, another big wave 
deposited him — unharmed — on the deck of the USS Vermont.
    You swimmers out there, please include as many details as you 
can — year, boat, boatspeed, conditions, etc. We’d also like to know 
what you were wearing (particularly whether you were wearing a life-
jacket or not), what was going through your mind, how long it took 
to get rescued, and what actions the crew took to make it happen. 
We’d also like to know if and how the incident might have changed 
your life, and your sailing attitude or those of your rescuers. Address 
all incidents to ladonna@latitude38.com, subject line ‘MOB’. We’d re-
ally like to make this a meaningful exercise, so the more responses 
the better. If you know someone with a good story who is too shy or 
computer-challenged to write themselves, either ‘interview’ them and 
send along their story, or give us their contact information and we’ll 
call them ourselves. Photos are encouraged.
    We will send Latitude 38 T-shirts to all respondents whose stories 
are used in the article. 

— jr

	 The San Francisco Leukemia Cup Regatta is just three years old, 
yet it’s the highest grossing event in a series of 38 Leukemia Cups 
that run across the country. From its inception, the San Francisco 
edition, hosted by San Francisco YC, has been 
recognized as the top earner in this series of fund-
raisers for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
with last September’s contributions topping more 
than $663,000 — $371,000 more than the next 
highest grossing regatta. Of course, competition 
shouldn’t be the primary goal when fundraising, 
but we are talking about racers here — and the 
end result is more money for a great cause.
	 Belvedere’s Tom Perkins has been a strong 
supporter of the regatta, and last year brought 
his magnificent 289-ft Maltese Falcon to the Bay, 
as well as inviting News Corp Chairman Rupert 
Murdoch to be the keynote speaker at Saturday’s 
sold-out VIP dinner. One might think that would 
be a hard act to follow, but Perkins has once 
again raised the bar by securing yet another world-class keynote 
speaker for this year’s event: Former Vice President Al Gore.

gore to speak at leukemia cup

Ex-Veep Al Gore will speak 
at the Leukemia Cup.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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can your schooner come out to play?

miss the manslaughter charge but con-
tinue with the prosecution of the felony 
BUI “causing bodily injury or death.” That 
charge still lays the fault of Thornton’s 
death solely at the feet of Dinius and could 
earn him three years in prison.
	 Hopkins also maintains that he can’t 
prosecute Perdock because he can’t 
prove how fast he was going. Really? 
Perdock himself has admitted to going 
40 mph, and witnesses on shore put his 
speed higher. Beyond the admission of 
his speed, it seems to us that forensic 
scientists should have an easy time of 
estimating that piece of evidence. 
	 In a hearing on July 21, Victor Haltom, 
Dinius’ attorney, filed a motion alleging 

diniusgore — cont’d
	 Since leaving political office, Gore has been outspoken on environ-
mental issues, writing two bestsellers — Earth in the Balance and An 
Inconvenient Truth — and was later the subject of an Oscar-winning 
documentary. He also won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for his work. 
Event organizers understandably expect that his September 19 talk 
— to which only those who donate or raise more than $1,000 are 
invited — will be a sell-out.
	 For more on this year’s event, to be held September 19-20, go to 
www.leukemiacup.org/sf.

— ladonna

	 When you consider all the racing that happens on San Francisco 
Bay it's a real shame that in recent decades only the annual Master 
Mariners Regatta has featured big wooden classics. That's precisely 
why a handful of vintage schooner owners decided last year to stage 
an annual event of their own called The Great San Francisco Schooner 
Race. 
	 After a very successful first run last summer, the event will be 
even bigger and better this year. Slated for Satur-
day, August 29, and sponsored by Belvedere's San 
Francisco YC, the three-day schedule includes a 
Friday night skippers’ reception at the club, followed 
by a ship parade up Raccoon Strait at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, followed by a pursuit race at noon, starting 
off the Knox buoy. There'll be a post-race no-host 
barbecue on the clubhouse deck afterwards with 
live music. And the awards ceremony will feature 
both perpetual and 'keeper' trophies — plus free 
beer! Those schoonermen who raft up at the club 
overnight can look forward to a hearty 'Schooner 
Breakfast' Sunday morning.
	 A vast assortment of the region's finest classic 
beauties are expected to attend including Santana, 
Brigadoon, Yankee, Ka’iulani,  Seaward, Maramel, 
Aldebaran, Elizabeth Muir, Wanderer II, Contesa, 
Stardust, Goldstar, Regulas, Wanderer, Jakatan 
and others. Start times will be based on the race 
committee's 'non-protestable' handicap system, with 
staggered starts based on ratings. (See www.sfyc.
org after August 21 for complete handicap and course details.)
	 It sounds like a whole lot of fun to us — and a photographer's 
dream. See you out there.

— andy

Above, ‘Santana’ and ‘Elizebeth Muir’ 
battled it out in last year’s inaugural 
Great San Francisco Schooner Race. 
Spread, ‘Aldebaran’ will be back this 
month for a repeat performance. 

	 POINT SAN PABLO — The funky facilities and quirky ambience of 
Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor may be a thing of the past if a rumored 
sale to Chevron goes through. The big oil company, whose refineries 
surround the harbor on three sides, has reportedly expressed inter-
est in buying the harbor, which is currently home to a few dozen 
residents and about 200 boats, many of them abandoned. If the deal 
goes through, the word is that Chevron intends to level the buildings, 
remove the docks, clean up the 27 acres — and close it off to the public 
as a security measure. This from the folks who for years ran those TV 
spots that touted, “Do people care this much? People do.” Residents 
of Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor have formed a nonprofit organization 
to purchase the harbor themselves and maintain what an SFGate.com 
piece called its ‘dilapidated charm.’  The City of Richmond has ponied 
up $6,000 to help pay for an appraisal, and the East Bay Regional 

short sightings
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Park District has given $10,000 to amend the 2004 Point San Pablo 
Open Space Study to include preservation of the harbor. One of the 
claims to fame of the harbor, located a mile east of Point San Pablo 
(the point just past the East Brother Lighthouse), is that it was used 
as one of the sets for the 1955 John Wayne movie Blood Alley. For 
years, the remains of an old steamer and other vessels sunk for the 
movie were visible off the harbor entrance. 
	 SAN FRANCISCO — On July 17, John Cota, the pilot of the 901-ft 
Cosco Busan that sideswiped the Bay Bridge in ‘07, was sentenced 
to 10 months in federal prison, the maximum allowed under his plea 
agreement. Cota, 61, pleaded guilty in March to negligently causing 
the discharge of 53,000 gallons of oil into the Bay and to violating 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act by causing the deaths of thousands of 
birds. Fleet Management Ltd., which owns the ship, is slated to go 
on trial in September on charges of negligently causing the spill and 
destroying evidence.

— jr & ladonna

prosecutorial misconduct for posting the 
letter online during jury selection. The 
judge in the case, while admonishing the 
D.A. for issuing the letter, did not find any 
misconduct on Hopkins’ part. The trial is 
slated to begin July 28.
	 In the meantime, Dinius’ legal bills are 
stacking up. You can now contribute to 
his defense fund through Paypal — his 
ID is bismarckdinius@comcast.net — or 
by sending checks made out to Bismarck 
Dinius, with “Bismarck Dinius Defense 
Fund” in the memo section, to Sierra Cen-
tral Credit Union, Attn: Brian Foxworthy, 
Branch Manager, 306 N. Sunrise Ave., 
Roseville, CA 95661.

— ladonna
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