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Sticky Note
Welcome to the May 2009 eBook edition of Latitude 38.You can now choose between downloading the entire magazine as one file, or as two smaller sections.You can then use the bookmarks to jump to the page you're interested in, or use your navigation arrows to turn pages.Most email and Web addresses are hot links, and commenting and mark-up are enabled.Let's get out and go sailing!



510-865-1200
Leasing Office Open Daily

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.grandmarina.com
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Grand Marina has:

How does your marina measure up?

✓   Prime deep water concrete slips in a variety of sizes
✓   Great Estuary location at the heart of the beautiful Alameda Island
✓   Complete bathroom and shower facility, heated and tiled
✓   FREE pump out station open 24/7
✓   Full Service Marine Center and haul out facility
✓   Free parking
✓   Free WiFi on site!

  And much more…

Come by today 
and take a tour.

Find out why 
we are called  
‘The Pearl of the Bay.’

DIRECTORY of
 GRAND MARINA 
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Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall,
All you have to do is call

Phone (510) 522-2200
Fax (510) 522-7700
www.pineapplesails.com
2526 Blanding Ave., Alameda, California 94501

Can o’Whoopass, Q, Elan, Shameless*

Winter racing is popular – and challenging 
– on San Francisco Bay. If you sailed this 
winter, you had a mix of no wind, big wind, 
shifts, rain, sun, big current and sneak 
anchoring. Throughout all this, Pineapple-
Powered boats had the versatility to out-
shine the rest.  

Glenn Isaacson in Q, his Schumacher-de-
signed 40-ft daysailer, was the winner of 
Golden Gate Yacht Club’s 24-boat PHRF 
1 Fleet.

Richard von Ehrenkrook in his Cal 20, Can 
o’ Whoopass, won his division at Corinthian 
Yacht Club, and over at Berkeley Yacht Club, 
won his class for the Saturday series and the 
Champion of Champions race as well.

George Ellison with Shameless, a modified 
Capo 30, placed first in Berkeley’s Champion 
of Champions race in Fleet 2.

And Bill Riess’s Express 37, Elan, beat the 
rest of his one design fleet in Corintian 
Yacht Club’s series.

Across a broad spectrum of conditions and 
a wide range of boats, each Pineapple Sail 
is designed and built (right here in sunny 
Alameda!) to meet the most demanding of 
circumstances. All you have to do is call.  
We’ll be here!

YOUR DEALER FOR: Musto foul weather gear, Dubarry footwear and Headfoil 2

Sails in need of repair may be dropped off at:
West Marine in Oakland, Alameda, or Richmond; 

or Svendsen’s in Alameda.
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Cover: Northern California cats at play on Banderas Bay. Greg Dorland and 
Debbie Macrorie's Tahoe-based Catana 52 'Escapade' tries to stay to weather 

of Jim and Kent Milski's Berkeley-based Schionning 49 'Sea Level'.

Photo:  Jay Ailworth

Copyright 2009 Latitude 38 Publishing Co., Inc.
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Latitude 38 welcomes editorial contributions in the form of stories, anecdotes, 
photographs – anything but poems, please; we gotta draw the line somewhere. 
Articles with the best chance at publication must 1) pertain to a West Coast 
or universal sailing audience, 2) be accompanied by a variety of pertinent, 
in-focus digital images (preferable) or color or black and white prints with 
identification of all boats, situations and people therein; and 3) be legible. 
These days, we prefer to receive both text and photos electronically, but if 
you send by mail, anything you want back must be accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. Submissions not accompanied by an SASE 
will not be returned. We also advise that you not send original photographs 
or negatives unless we specifically request them; copies will work just fine. 
Notification time varies with our workload, but generally runs four to six weeks. 
Please don't contact us before then by phone or mail. Send all submissions to 
editorial@latitude38.com, or mail to Latitude 38 editorial department, 15 Lo-
cust Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941. For more specific information, request writers' 
guidelines from the above address or see www.latitude38.com/writers.html.



www.passageyachts.blogspot.com • www.passageyachts.com

Pt. Richmond 
Office

Alameda Office
Marina Village

FOR THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE

BENETEAU 47.7, '01 .......... 228,000
BENETEAU 473 ........2 from 259,000
BENETEAU FIRST 45f5, '91 .. 175,000
BENETEAU 445, '96 ........... 139,900
EXPLORER 45, '79 ............ 130,000
TARTAN 44, '75 .................. 79,000

TAYANA VANCOUVER 42, '79 .. 79,500
SUNNFJORD 42, '81 (power) 118,500
CALIFORNIA 42, '87 (power) 119,950
X-YACHTS 412, '01 ........... 215,000
CASCADE 41, '71 ................ 59,500
J/41, '85 .......................... 66,000

CARROLL MARINE 1200, '95 .. 89,000
BENETEAU 400, '94 ........... 114,900
WAUQUIEZ HOOD 38, '79 ...... 59,900
ISLAND PACKET 370, 04 ..... 299,000
BENETEAU FIRST 36.7, '05 .. 139,000
CAPE DORY 36, '89 ............. 89,500

CS 36, '84 ........................ 55,000
FANTASIA 35, '79 ............... 74,900
SEA RAY 340, '06 (power) ... 169,000
BENETEAU 323, '05 ............. 92,500
TIARA 29, '98 (power).......... 69,900

Two
Locations!

1220 Brickyard Cove Rd
p: 510-236-2633 
f: 510-234-0118

1070 Marina Village Pkwy
Suite 101 

p: 510-864-3000
f: 510-337-0565

BENETEAU 393…2 from $143,000TARTAN 44, '05…$475,000JEANNEAU 39 DS, '07…$184,900

ISLAnd PACkeT eSTeRO

Boats that love to sail 
as much as you do!

ISLAND PACKET 
estero - 370 - SP Cruiser 

460 - 465 - 485

      BENETEAU  
57 - 54 - 49 - 46 - 43 - 40 - 37 
34 - 31 - First 50 - 45 - 40 - 36.7

ALERION EXPRESS 
28 - 33 - 38 - 45

WAUQUIEZ 
41PS - 47PS

CAPE DORY 36, 1989…$89,500

The Perfect Couple Boat
If you missed the new Estero debut at 
the show, check it out at our docks.

FeATUReS:
• Hoyt self-tending jib boom

• Furling mainsail

• Low maintenance exterior

• Full foil keel for safe and swift 
performance

• Beautiful African mahogany 
interior (a green building choice)

• Innovative interior layout that 
redefines comfort at dockside

• Highest building standards in 
the industry

If you are looking for a no-compro-
mise, quality cruising yacht for Bay 
or ocean, this is the perfect choice.

Jack Woida Jim Long Jim Tull Chris Corlett Torben Bentsendon Wilsonklaus kutz

BeneTeAU 31

"I love my new 31!"
"I had been looking at larger, used 
boats until I saw the Beneteau 31. It 
had all the features normally found 
on a  37 to 39-ft boat. The 31 has 
a private aft cabin with a  king size 
bed, large head with lots of knee 
room, and a large comfortable 
cockpit. I was also impressed with 
all the thought that went into the 
controls. Powering and sailing the 
31 feels solid and she is easy to sail. 
Upon delivery, Passage Yachts made 
sure I was completely comfortable 
with handling the boat under sail 
and power. Their service has been 
excellent. I am having a great time 
entertaining my friends."

– Milt Brown

May Calendar
of Events

May 2-3: 
Island Packet Rendezvous

May 15: 
Open House 
in Pt. Richmond

May 17: VIP day  
Come sailing with us on the newest 
Beneteau and Island Packet yachts.
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www.tridentfunding.com

B O A T
LOANS

"a fresh approach from  
people you can trust"

In Northern California call

JOAN BURLEIGH

(800) 690-7770

from

Trident Funding

In Southern California call

JEFF LONG
MARGE BROOKSHIRE

(888) 883-8634

In San Diego call

MIKE LOCKARD

(619) 255-5666

❏	eBooks are now free!
Check out www.latitude38.com and click on
eBooks to see what we're talking about. 
Our eBooks are in PDF format, 
easy to use with Adobe Reader

❏	Enclosed is $36 for one year Third Class Postage
 (Delivery time 2-3 weeks; Postal Service will not forward third class, so you must
 make address change with us in writing.)

❏	Enclosed is $55 for one year First Class Postage (Delivery time

  2-3 days; FPO/APO (military), Canada & Mexico subscriptions are first class only)

❏	Third Class Renewal   ❏	First Class Renewal   (current subs. only!)

❏	Gift Subscription –
 

"we go where the wind blows"

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Name

Address

City State Zip

❏	We have a marine-oriented business/yacht club in California
 which will distribute copies of Latitude 38.
 (Please fill out your name and address and mail it to the address below.
 Distribution will be supplied upon approval.)

❏	 Please send me further information for distribution outside California

DISTRIBUTION

County   Phone Number

City                                                              State         Zip

Address

Business Name Type of Business

INDIVIDUAL ISSUE ORDERS
Current issue = $6.00    •    With classy ad placed = $5.00
Back Issues = $7.00 (must indicate exact issue by month or vol. #)

❏	MASTERCARD ❏	viSA ❏	AMERiCAN ExPRESS

Number:__________________________________Exp.:_ __________ csv:________

CREDIT CARD
INFORMATION
Min. Charge $12

Please read form carefully
before submitting.

We_regret_that_we_cannot
accept_foreign_subscriptions.

Check,_money_order,_or
credit_card_information

must_accompany_request.

Please allow 4-6 wks to
process changes/additions,

plus delivery time.

Latitude 38

Free
eBooks

Card to
read from:

Phone: (       ) Email:

Publisher/Exec. Editor .........Richard Spindler .......... richard@latitude38.com .......ext. 111 
Associate Publisher .............John Arndt ................... john@latitude38.com ...........ext. 108
Managing Editor ..................John Riise .................... johnr@latitude38.com ..........ext. 110 
Senior Editor .......................Andy Turpin ................. andy@latitude38.com...........ext. 112 
Associate Editor ..................LaDonna Bubak ........... ladonna@latitude38.com ......ext. 109 
Associate Editor ..................Rob Grant .................... rob@latitude38.com .............ext. 105
Advertising Sales ................John Arndt ................... john@latitude38.com ...........ext. 108 
Advertising Sales ................Shawn Grassman......... shawn@latitude38.com ........ext. 107 
Classified Sales ...................Mary Briggs ................. class@latitude38.com ..........ext. 104
General Manager .................Colleen Levine ............. colleen@latitude38.com .......ext. 102 
Production/Web ..................Christine Weaver ......... chris@latitude38.com ..........ext. 103 
Production/Photos ..............Annie Bates-Winship ... annie@latitude38.com ..........ext. 106
Bookkeeping .......................Helen Nichols............... helen@latitude38.com ..........ext. 101

Directions to our office ...........................................................................................press 4 
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Classified ............................class@latitude38.com..............................................press 1,1 
Distribution .........................distribution@latitude38.com....................................press 1,5 
Editorial ...............................editorial@latitude38.com .........................................press 1,6 
Calendar ..............................calendar@latitude38.com 
Other email .........................general@latitude38.com

Please address all correspondence by person or department name 
15 Locust Avenue, Mill valley, CA 94941  •  (415) 383-8200  Fax: (415) 383-5816

www.latitude38.com



Hunter Mid-Range Cruisers 31 – 38 Feet Hunter Full –Size Cruisers 41-50 Feet

Winner of 9 Boat of the Year Awards
Hunter

Hunter Deck Salons 41 – 45 FeetHunter Center Cockpit 45-50 Feet

Manufacturer discounts up to $80,000,
now is the tiMe to buy!
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Mike Harker
Cruises the World 

in a Hunter 49

Alameda
888-78-YACHT

www.cruisingyachts.net

Used Sail and Power Yachts

..................................$319,000
2007 44’ Hunter Deck Salon.......................$239,950
2005 41’ Hunter 41 Deck Salon.................$214,995
2005 44’ Hunter Deck Salon.......................$210,000
2007 36’ Hunter 36........................................$149,995
2004 36’ Hunter 36........................................$119,500

........................$110,000
1989 39’ Fair Weather Mariner ..................$109,000
2006 33’ Hunter 33........................................$104,250
1991 37’ Hunter Legend................................ $74,900
1999 31’ Hunter 310........................................ $49,995
2000 29’ Hunter 290........................................ $39,900

PRE-CRUISED SPECIALS

Visit www.cruisingyachts.net for details.

2009 
Boat of the Year



CALENDAR

Non-Race

	 May 2	—	Napa	Valley	Marina	Nautical	Flea	Market,	8	a.m.-
2	p.m.	Info,	(707)	252-8011.
	 May 2	—	Club	Nautique	Open	House	in	Alameda,	11	a.m.-5	
p.m.	Free	sailboat	rides	&	BBQ!	Info,	(510)	865-4700.
 May 2	—	12th	Annual	Delta	Loop	Fest.	Enjoy	a	variety	of	
family	activiites	along	a	10-mile	stretch	of	the	Delta,	10	a.m.-4	
p.m.	Info,	www.deltaloop.com.
 May 3-31 —	Free	sailing	at	Pier	40	every	Sunday	courtesy	
of	BAADS.	Info,	(415)	281-0212	or	www.baads.org.
	 May 6-27	—	Wednesday	Yachting	Luncheon	Series	at	St.	
Francis	YC,	12-2	p.m.,	$13.50.	Enjoy	lunch	and	a	dynamic	
speaker	every	Wednesday.	All	YCs'	members	welcome.	More	
info	under	the	'Events'	tab	at	www.stfyc.com.
	 May 7	—	Marine	Mammal	Center	benefit	at	Sausalito	West	
Marine	—	5%	of	sales	to	MMC.	BBQ	from	11	a.m.-3	p.m.	and	
talks	by	MMC	staff	all	day.	Info,	(415)	332-0202.
 May 8	—	Howl	at	the	full	moon	on	a	Friday	night.
	 May 9	—	KFOG	KaBoom	concert	and	fireworks	show	off	
Piers	30-32.	See	www.kfog.com	for	details.
	 May 9	—	Cal	Sailing	Team	Auction	and	Gala	at	SFYC	Cove	
House,	starts	at	6:30	p.m.	A	fundraiser	to	help	maintain	the	
fleet.	Check	out	www.calsailing.org	for	details.
	 May 9	—	'Suddenly	in	Command'	class	by	USCGA	at	San	
Jose	West	Marine,	10	a.m.-2	p.m.	Info,	(408)	246-1147.
	 May 9	—	10th	Annual	Marine	Flea	Market	at	Anderson's	
Boat	Yard	in	Sausalito,	8	a.m.-1	p.m.	Benefits	Sausalito	YC	
Junior	Sailing	Program.	Info,	(415)	332-5432.
 May 9	—	Modern	Sailing	Academy	Open	House	with	sailing	
and	BBQ.	Info,	(415)	331-8250	or	www.modernsailing.com.
 May 9, 30	—	Sail	aboard	San	Francisco	Maritime	National	
Historic	Park's	scow	schooner	Alma.	Learn	the	Bay's	history	on	
this	3-hour	voyage,	leaving	Hyde	St.	Pier	at	1	p.m.	$35	adult,	
$20	kids	6	&	up.	Info,	www.nps.gov/safr.
 May 9, 30	—	Tour	Grace Quan,	the	replica	of	a	traditional	
Chinese	shrimp	junk,	for	free	at	Hyde	St.	Pier,	11:30	a.m.	Watch	
her	raise	sail,	then	go	aboard,	haul	a	net,	explore	and	take	a	
turn	at	the	tiller.	Info,	www.nps.gov/safr.
 May 10	—	Let	Mom	take	the	helm	today.
 May 12, 1921	—	Farley	Mowat,	author	of	The Boat Who 
Wouldn't Float,	among	other	books,	was	born	today.
 May 14	—	Single	sailors	of	all	skill	levels	are	invited	to	the	
Single	Sailors	Association	monthly	meeting	at	Ballena	Bay	
YC,	6:30	p.m.	Info,	www.singlesailors.org, www.bbyc.org	or	
(510)	233-1064.
	 May 16	 —	 Cal	 Sailing	 Club's	 free	 introductory	 sail	 at	
Berkeley	Marina,	1-4	p.m.	Info,	www.cal-sailing.org.
	 May 16-17	—	Corinthian	YC	presents	their	annual	Wom-
en's	Sailing	Seminar.	Go	to www.cyc.org	for	details.
	 May 16-22	—	Safe	Boating	Week.	In	2007,	39	out	of	55	
people	 who	 died	 in	 California	 boating	 accidents	 were	 not	
wearing	life	jackets.	They	only	work	if	you	wear	them!
	 May 17	—	Nautical	Swap	Meet	at	Marina	Bay	Yacht	Har-
bor	in	Richmond,	8	a.m.-noon.	Info,	(510)	236-1013	or info@
mbyachtharbor.com.
 May 17	—	Elkhorn	YC	Nautical	Flea	Market	in	Moss	Land-
ing,	7	a.m.-4	p.m.	Food	&	live	music.	Info,	(831)	724-3875.
 May 23	—	Peninsula	YC	Marine	Flea	Market	at	Docktown	
Marina	in	Redwood	City,	7:30	a.m.-2	p.m.	Info,	(650)	369-
4410	or	www.pycboating.org.
	 May 29-31	—	11th	Annual	Catalina	Owners	Rendezvous	
at	Tradewinds	Sailing	School	&	Club	at	Marina	Bay	in	Rich-
mond.	Info,	www.raft.c380.org	or	(925)	820-7370.
	 May 30	—	About	Boating	Safely	course	by	USCGA	Flotilla	
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(510) 814-0400
Fax (510) 814-8765
In Grand Marina

2099 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501
www.bayislandyachts.com

yachtsales@bayislandyachts.com

1984

NONSUCH 30 ULTRA HUNTER 45

1988. Reduced! $79,500

1977, $110,000

FORMOSA 51

NEW LISTINGS WANTED

NONSUCH 33

1989, $125,000

ViSiT US ONLiNE AT www.bAyiSLANdyACHTS.COM

2000. Reduced! $110,000

HUNTER 380

ARROw CAT 30

New! 2009, $187,500

FOUNTAiNE PAJOT 43

2002 Belize, $350,000

CATALiNA 34

1988, $43,900



Pacific Yacht Imports We’re at Grand Marina
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1977 VALIANT 32 CUTTER
Classic Robert Perry design. Solid, 

basic platform to build your cruising 
boat and priced accordingly. 

$34,500

Dave Wolfe  •  Neil Weinberg

1982 TAYANA 42 CC
Well cared for and well equipped

bluewater cruiser. Great layout with 
loads of storage and a separate stall 

shower in aft head. $129,500

Tel (510) 865-2541    Fax (510) 865-2369
tayana@mindspring.comwww.pacificyachtimports.net

2051 Grand Street, Alameda, CA 94501

Exclusive West Coast Dealer for Tayana Yachts

TAYANA 54 DECK SALON AT OUR DOCKS

1988 FRASER 51 CUTTER
 Wingstar is a Canadian-built center 

cockpit cutter. Great shape and 
ready to go again. 

$249,000

1997 TARTAN 4600
Must see!! Custom kevlar reinforced 
hull. Beautifully maintained with a

huge inventory of equipment and sails. 
$425,000

1978 TARTAN 30
Clean, well taken care of example

of this timeless S&S design.
$19,500

2007 TAYANA 46 PILOTHOUSE
Cruise in comfort in any climate with inside 
steering. With only 12 hours on Yanmar 
100 hp dsl, she's virtually new. Over 1,000-
mile range under power. $369,000

1973 C&C 48 SLOOP
Great ex-racer refit at the factory with 
a new interior, wiring, rod rigging and 

Perkins MT 80.
$175,000

1990 TAYANA 55
Well cared for and consistently 

upgraded. New teak decks in 2006. 
New engine 2008. Lying Turkey.

$360,000

1973 BREWER 43 CC KETCH
Custom center cockpit teak ketch prop-
erly maintained by a meticulous owner.

$69,000

2005 TAYANA 48 DECK SALON 
Like new with only 71 hrs on Yanmar. 

Raymarine electronics, air/heat,
genset, Corian, LeisureFurl main,

electric winches. $489,900

AT OUR DOCKS

REDUCED

2005 TAYANA 48 CC
Just back from Mexico in great shape 

with everything you need for this
year's Baja Ha-Ha.

$469,000

REDUCED

S E L E C T    B R O K E R A G E

2000 BENETEAU FIRST 40.7
Race ready with many upgrades like 

larger motor, oversize primary winches, 
carbon spin pole, professionally faired. 

$160,000

SISTERSHIP

REDUCED



CALENDAR

17	at	Yerba	Buena	CG	Station,	8:30	a.m.-5:30	p.m.	$55	fee	
includes	lunch	and	book.	Info,	dktalton@comcast.net	or	(415)	
285-1100.
	 June 7	—	Minney's	Marine	Swap	Meet,	daylight	to	noon	
in	Costa	Mesa.	Info,	(949)	548-4192	or	minneys@aol.com.
	 June 13	—	Marine	Swap	Meet	at	Alameda	West	Marine,	7	
a.m.-2	p.m.	Info,	(510)	521-4865.
	 June 19-21	—	Tahiti-Moorea	Sailing	Rendezvous,	hosted	
by	Latitude 38	and	Tahiti	Tourisme.	This	free	event	is	focused	
on	cross-cultural	appreciation	and	includes	a	cocktail	party,	
a	sailing	rally	to	Moorea,	Polynesian	music	and	dance	per-
formances,	and	cruiser	participation	in	traditional	Tahitian	
sports	—	the	highlight	of	which	is	the	six-person	outrigger	
canoe	races.	Info,	www.pacificpuddlejump.com.
	 June 20	—	Bay	sailors	are	invited	to	Treasure	Island's	big	
Summer	Sailstice	party,	noon-7	p.m.	Live	music,	food,	trea-
sure	hunts	and	a	boat-building	contest	will	keep	the	whole	
family	entertained.	Anchor	in	Clipper	Cove	for	the	weekend.	
Find	out	more	at	www.summersailstice.com.	
	 June 20-21	—	Celebrate	with	sailors	around	the	world	
during	Summer	Sailstice.	Sign	up	for	fun	prizes	and	see	who'll	
be	sailing	in	your	area	at www.summersailstice.com.
	 June 28	—	Master	Mariners	Wooden	Boat	Show	at	Corin-
thian	YC,	10	a.m.-4	p.m.	Info,	www.mastermariners.org.
	 Aug. 1	—	Flea	Market	&	Maritime	Celebration	at	Galilee	
Harbor	in	Sausalito,	8	a.m.-6	p.m.	Info,	(415)	332-8554	or	
www.galileeharbor.org.

Racing

	 May 2-3	—	The	109th	annual	Vallejo	Race.	One	of	the	big-
gest	races	on	the	Bay	also	serves	as	the	YRA	season	opener.	
Info,	(415)	771-9500	or	www.yra.org.
	 May 2-3 —	Camellia	Cup	Regatta	 on	Folsom	Lake,	 for	
centerboards,	 multihulls	 and	 keelboats.	 FLYC,	 www.flyc.
org.
	 May 3	—	Spring	Series	#2	(FJs)	on	Fremont's	Lake	Eliza-
beth.	Info,	www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 May 3, 17, 31	—	Spring	Series	#5,	6	&	7.	SSC,	www.
stocktonsc.org.
	 May 9	—	YRA-WBRA	Knox.	Info,	www.yra.org.
	 May 9	—	Annual	El	Toro	Flight	of	the	Bulls,	Foster	City	
Boat	Park.	Info,	morrillgreg@aol.com.
	 1979	 —	 It	 Happened	 Thirty	 Years	 Ago	 from	 the	 article	
"Bullship	Race":
	 It	couldn't	have	happened	to	a	more	deserving	family.
	 April	28	was	the	26th	running	of	the	annual	El	Toro	fleet	
extravaganza,	the	Bullship	Race.	It's	a	3.5-mile	sail	in	the	8-ft	
dinghies	from	Sausalito	to	San	Francisco.	It's	a	popular	race,	
with	kids	 itching	to	turn	21	so	they	qualify	and	the	Coast	
Guard	trying	to	limit	the	entries	to	100.	
	 The	El	Toro,	which	was	born	at	 the	Richmond	YC,	 is	a	
great	favorite	of	senior	sailors	as	well	as	kids,	with	over	10,000	
of	them	registered.	The	combination	of	the	boat	and	course		
make	the	Bullship	a	wide	open	race	for	everyone,	not	just	the	
young	and	beefy.
	 Howard	Robinson,	a	spry	62-year-old,	won	the	race	this	
year.	 He	 trailed	 Rosetta	 Jacobson	 —	 who	 finished	 second	
—	most	of	the	way	but	then	chose	the	best	time	to	break	from	
the	tide	and	toward	the	finish.	Third	to	finish	was	veteran	
small	boat	racer	Harriet	Minkowitz.	Fouth	place	went	to	Sue	
Suhling	—	and	if	we	count	correctly,	that's	three	women	and	
one	'gentleman'	taking	the	top	four	spots.
	 If	 you	 think	 it's	 a	 race	 for	 the	 non-competitive,	 you're	
wrong.	Hank	Jotz,	a	world	class	small	boat	sailor	who	holds	
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Preowned Catalina Yachts
Catalina 470 2006 $399,000
Catalina 440 2005 $331,900
Catalina 440 2005 $331,900
Catalina 42 2001 $239,500
Catalina 42 2006 $195,000
Catalina 400 2004 $197,000
Catalina 400 2001 $189,000
Catalina 400 1999 $179,000
Catalina 380 1998 $127,000
Catalina 380 2000 $129,000
Catalina 380 1999 $134,500
Catalina 36 1994 $79,000
Catalina 36 1987 $59,000
Catalina 36 1990 $65,900
Catalina 36 2003 $139,900
Catalina 36 2003 $119,900
Catalina 36 2000 $95,000
Catalina 36 1989 $59,000
Catalina 375 2008 $205,000
Catalina 350 2004 $147,000
Catalina 350 2003 $124,900
Catalina 34 1989 $57,500
Catalina 320 2002 $89,000
Catalina 320 2006 $120,000

Catalina 320 2000 $88,000
Catalina 320 1997 $74,500
Catalina 320 1998 $74,000
Catalina 320 1996 $78,000
Catalina 320 1999  $75,000 
Catalina 30 1983 $18,500
Catalina 30 1984 $26,500
Catalina 30 1995 $57,000
Capri 26 1993 $29,500 
Preowned Sailing Yachts
Cavalier 45 1985 $255,000
Bravaria 42 2006 $199,500
Endeavour 43 1980 $139,000 
Hunter 450 2000 $189,000
Hunter 420 2004 $199,000
Hunter 42 CC 1996 $165,000  
Hunter Passage 42 1996 $165,000
Choate Racer 40 1979 $39,000  
Morgan 38 1979 $57,500 
Hunter 36 2004 $130,000
Wylie 36 1978 $67,500
Hunter 35.5 1993 $61,000
Ericson 34 1987 $49,900
Hunter 260 2004 $34,900 

Preowned Power Yachts
McKinna Pilothouse 57 2001 $550,000 
McKinna Pilothouse 57 1998 $475,000 
Mediterranean 54 2004 $699,999 
Carver 466 2004 $469,000 
Cranchi Alantique 40 2003 $327,900 
Maxum SCB 41 2000 $215,000 
Fairline 37 1999 $169,000
Mediterranean 38 1998 $159,000 
Chaparral 350 2003 $119,000 
Maxum 2600 SE 2006 $59,000 
Trojan II Meter Exps 37 1988 $49,900 
Carver Santiago 1990 $36,000
Cruising Catamaran 
Fountaine Pajot 42 1995 $299,000

New 2009 Ranger Tugs in Stock
NEW R29 Tug 2009 $199,937*
R25 Tug 2009 $124,937*
R21-EC Tug 2009 $44,937*
*base price + limited boat show discount

320 34 350 375 400 42 445440 470New Catalina’s In Stock

Finalize Your Dream...

ALAMEDA • NEWPORT BEACH •  SAN DIEGO 
w w w. f a r a l l o n e y a c h t s . c o m

2353 Shelter Island Drive 
San Diego CA 92106 

619 • 523 • 6730

1070 Marina Village Pkwy.
Alameda CA 94501 
510 • 523 • 6730

Worlds Largest  Catal ina Yacht Dealer!

NEW LOCATION!

NEW 29’Ranger Tug

SF 11th Annual Catalina Rendezvous
May 30-31 Marina Bay in Richmond
Info.http://raft.c380.org or (925) 820-7370

C375

The closer you look the better we get!

New Catalina 445! 
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the	race	record	of	50	minutes,	wanted	badly	to	win	for	the	
fifth	time.	He	had	to	settle	for	a	7th	or	8th.
	 For	years	Howard	has	lived	in	his	wife	Edna's	shadow,	she	
being	loved,	respected,	and	treasured	for	years	by	small	boat	
sailors	who	have	benefitted	from	and	recognized	her	tireless	
contributions	to	the	Small	Boat	Racing	Association	—	to	say	
nothing	 of	 heading	 the	 international	 El	 Toro	 Association.	
While	 not	 as	 visible,	 Howard	 has	 put	 in	 countless	 hours	
tabulating	results	and	sitting	at	boat	shows	—	not	for	profit,	
but	for	the	continuted	success	of	the	class.	And	for	the	kicker,	
4th	place	finisher,	Sue	Shuling,	is	their	daughter.
	 May 9	—	DH	Long	Distance	#2.	SSC,	www.stocktonsc.
org.
	 May 16	—	32nd	Singlehanded	Farallones	Race,	a	local	rite	
of	passage.	SSS,	www.sfbaysss.org.
	 May 16	—	Long	Distance	#2.	SSC,	www.stocktonsc.org.
	 May 16-17	—	Stone	Cup	for	PHRF,	 Islander	36s,	other	
one	designs,	and	IRC.	StFYC,	(415)	563-6363	or	www.stfyc.
com.
	 May 16-17	—	Elite	Keel	(Melges,	Etchell,	Express	27,	J/24,	
Knarr).	SFYC,	(415)	789-5647	or	www.sfyc.com.
	 May 16-17	 —	 BAYS	 Summer	 Series	 #1.	 SeqYC,	 www.
bayarea-youthsailing.com.
	 May 17	—	Women's	Regatta.	CYC,	www.cyc.org.
	 May 17	—	BAYS	Summer	Series	#1	for	Optis,	Lasers,	C420s	
&	CFJs	(SeqYC).	Info,	www.bayarea-youthsailing.com.
	 May 22	—	Spinnaker	Cup.	Leaving	Knox	Buoy	at	11	a.m.	
and	arriving	in	Monterey	by	midnight	(hopefully).	SFYC,	(415)	
789-5647	or	www.sfyc.org.
	 May 23	—	YRA-HDA/ODCA	Spring	1.	Info,	www.yra.org.
	 May 23	—	Master	Mariners	Regatta,	hosted	by	Encinal	YC.	
A	must	for	woody-philes.	Info,	www.mastermariners.org.
 May 23-24	—	Whiskeytown	Memorial	Regatta.	Thoroughly	
reorganized	 for	 centerboards,	 keelboats	 &	 multihulls	 on	
Whiskeytown	Lake.	Info, www.whiskeytownsailing.org.
	 May 23-24	—	Jazz	Cup	on	Lake	Washington	in	West	Sac-
ramento.	LWSC,	www.lwsailing.org.
	 May 23-25	—	66th	Swiftsure	 International	Yacht	Race,	
the	big	one	for	Northwest	sailors.	Four	different	race	courses	
ranging	from	18	to	140	miles.	Info,	www.swiftsure.org.
	 May 25-27	—	ICSA	(Collegiate)	Women's	Dinghy	National	
Championship.	StFYC,	www.collegesailing.org.
	 May 29-31	—	ICSA	Team	Race	Championship,	TISC/Cal	
Berkeley/Cal	Maritime.	Info,	www.collegesailing.org
	 May 30	—	YRA-WBRA	in	Mid-Bay.	Info,	www.yra.org.
	 May 30-31	—	J/105	Invitational.	SFYC,	www.sfyc.org.
	 May 31	—	 Spring	 Series	 #3	 (Lidos)	 on	 Fremont's	 Lake	
Elizabeth.	Info,	www.fremontsailingclub.org.
	 June 1-3	—	ICSA	Coed	Dinghy	National	Championship.	
StFYC,	www.collegesailing.org
	 June 6	—	Delta	Ditch	Run,	from	Richmond	to	Stockton.	
RYC/SSC, www.richmondyc.org, www.stocktonsc.org	or	(510)	
237-2821.	
	 June 6-7	—	YRA-OYRA	Drake's	Bay.	CYC,	www.yra.org.
	 June 6-7	—	26th	Annual	Classic	Mariners'	Regatta	in	Port	
Townsend,	WA.	For	wooden	boats	 of	 classic	 designs.	 Info,	
www.woodenboat.org.
	 June 13	—	YRA-WBRA	City.	StFYC,	www.yra.org.
	 June 13	—	YRA-HDA/ODCA.	SBYC,	www.yra.org.
	 June 13-14	 —	 Finn	 California	 Championships.	 SFYC,	
www.sfyc.org.
	 June 13-14	—	El	Toro	Regionals	on	Clear	Lake.	Info,	www.
eltoroyra.org.
	 June 17	—	Coastal	Cup	Race,	from	the	Bay	to	Catalina	
Island.	A	perfect	feeder	for	the	TransPac.	EYC,	(510)	823-5175	
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888.325.4353
HSyacht.com

1984 LM 30’ Mtrslr $69,000
2007 Catalina 309 $78,000
2000 Hunter 310    $54,900 
2007 Hunter 31    $89,500 
1990 Hunter Vision $39,900
1995 Catalina 320 $66,000
1991 Hunter 32  $42,500 
2005 Hunter 33    $94,500 
1987 Catalina 34  $49,900
2003 Hunter 326    $69,900
2005 Hunter 33  $99,000 
1999 Hunter 340  $83,500
1985 Irwin 34  $35,000
2000 Hunter 340  $79,900
1989 Catalina 34   $49,900 
1986 Hunter 34     $49,500 
2005 Hunter 36  $129,900
2006 Catalina 36 $155,000 
2002 Catalina 36  $119,500
1996 Hunter 376 $117,000
1996 Hunter 376  $85,000
1987 Hunter 37    $55,000
1996 Hunter 375  $92,000 
1980 Choate 37    $39,000 
1999 Isld Pckt 380 $235,000
1994 Catalina 38  $119,000
1969 Hughes 38 $27,800
1990 C&C 37+  $105,000
2003 Beneteau 393 $149,000 
1970 Pearson 39    $54,900 
1994 Beneteau 40  $118,500
2004 Catalina 400  $199,000
2000 Jeanneau 40  $149,000

2004 Jeanneau 40.3 $199,000
1999 Hunter 410  $149,000
2005 Hunter 41AC $208,000
2007 Hunter 41DS $229,500 
1999 Hunter 410 $155,000
2007 Hunter 41DS  $224,900 
2004 Hunter 41AC $184,000
1995 Catalina 42 $130,000 
2000 Hunter 42CC $165,000
1998 Catalina 42  $148,000
1991 Hunter 42 $119,000
2006 Jeanneau 42 $269,000
1994 Fountaine 42  $245,000 
2003 Jeanneau 43 $259,000
1998 Hunter 430  $157,000
2002 Jeanneau 43 $235,000
2003 Jeanneau 43 $198,500 
2006 Hunter 44DS  $249,000
2006 Hunter 456  $299,500
1992 Catalina 45  $159,000
2003 Jeanneau 45  $269,500
2003 Hunter 456  2 available
2006 Jeanneau 45 $329,500
2000 Hunter 460   $219,500 
2002 Hunter 466 $249,900
2004 Hunter 466   2 available
2007 Beneteau 49  $350,000
2005 Jeanneau 49  $419,000
1996 Jeanneau 50   $238,000 
1981 Pearson 530  $199,000
2005 Jeanneau 54  $650,000
2005 Jeanneau 54  $599,000
1992 Tayana 55 $329,000 

   Proudly representing..



(510) 521-6100  •  Fax (510) 521-3684
Located at Grand Marina  •  2021 Alaska Packer Place, Alameda

www.boatyardgm.com

The BoaT Yard aT Grand Marina
"Where Service Has Meaning"

IT'S SIMPLE!
Call The Boat Yard at Grand Marina for the Lowest Bottom Prices!

~   Compare us with the Competition   ~

CaLL For a reserVation

Dealers for:

FEATURING
TRINIDAD

ANTI-FOULING PAINT BY

RATED "SUPERIOR" by
Practical Sailor

• Prop and Shaft Work

• Mast & Rigging Repair

• Fiberglass & Blister Repair

• Gelcoat Repair

• Gas & Diesel 
Engine Service

• LPU Hull & Topside

• Electrical Repair & 
Installation

60-ton travelift

the only yard to brush on your bottom paint!

May, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 13



CALENDAR

or	www.enicnal.org	or	vicecommodore@encinal.org.
	 June 19-21	—	Catalina	25,	250,	and	Capri	25	Nationals	
at	BYC.	Info,	www.catalina-capri-25s.com.
	 June 29-July 5	—	45th	L.A.	to	Honolulu	Race,	better	known	
as	the	TransPac,	starts.	Info,	www.transpacrace.com.

Summer Beer Can Regattas

	 BALLENA BAY YC —	Friday	Night	Grillers:	 5/1,	 5/15,	
5/29,	6/12,	6/26,	7/10,	7/24,	8/7,	8/21,	9/4,	9/18,	10/2,	
10/16,	10/30.	Info,	(510)	523-2292	or	race@bbyc.org.
 BAY VIEW BOAT CLUB	—	Monday	Night	Madness	Spring:	
5/11,	5/25,	6/8,	6/15	(make-up).	Peter	McCool,	(415)	864-
4334	or	bayviewracing@sbcglobal.net.
	 BENICIA YC	—	Thursday	nights	through	6/25	&	7/9-9/24.	
Mike	Munn,	(408)	671-1484	or	mmunn88@sbcglobal.net.
	 BERKELEY YC	—	Every	Friday	night	through	9/25.	Bobbi	
Tosse,	(925)	939-9885	or	bobbi_john@jfcbat.com.
	 CAL SAILING CLUB	—	Year-round	Sunday	morning	dinghy	
races,	intraclub	only,	typically	in	Laser	Bahias	and	JY15s.	
Email	Gary	and	Alistair	at	racing_chair@cal-sailing.org.
	 CORINTHIAN YC	—	Every	Friday	night	through	9/4.	Donal	
Botkin,	(415)	497-5411	or	racing@cyc.org.	
	 COYOTE POINT YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	through	
10/28.	Torin	Knorr,	(650)	863-2570	or	regatta@cpyc.com.
	 ELKHORN	YC — Friday	Night	Otter	Cup	Series:	5/1-5/29.	
Luc	de	Faymoreau,	(831)	566-2009	or	lucede@gmail.com.
	 ENCINAL YC	—	Friday	Night	Spring	Twilight	Series:	5/8,	
5/29,	6/12,	6/26.	Matthew	Dean,	(510)	406-0851	or	rearcom-
modore@encinal.org.
 FOLSOM LAKE YC —	Every	Wednesday	night:	5/6-9/16.	
Steve	Galeria,	(916)	635-3911	or	www.flyc.org.
 GOLDEN GATE	YC	—	Friday	nights:	5/8,	5/22,	6/5,	6/19,	
7/3,	7/17,	7/31,	8/14,	8/28.	Mont	McMillen,	(209)	481-5158	
or	ggycracedeck@aol.com.
	 ISLAND	YC	—	Friday	Night	Spring	Twilight:	5/1,	5/15,	
6/5,	6/19.	Info,	(510)	521-7442	or	www.iyc.org.
 LAKE TAHOE WINDJAMMERS	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	
night:	5/20-10/14.	Mike	Robinson,	(530)	713-9080
 LAKE WASHINGTON SC	—	Every	Thursday	night:	5/7-
8/27.	Roy	Pitts,	(530)	908-7160,	rpitts@ucdavis.edu	or	www.
lwsailing.org.
	 MONTEREY PENISULA	 YC —	 Sunset	 Series,	 every	
Wednesday	night	through	9/30.	Ray	Ward,	(831)	659-2401	
or	www.mpyc.org.
	 OAKLAND	YC —	Wednesday	Night	Sweet	16	Series:	5/6-
6/24	&	7/29-9/16.	Sheldon	Haynie,	(510)	368-5427	or	shel-
donhaynie@gmail.com.
	 RICHMOND	YC —	 Wednesday	 nights:	 5/6,	 5/20,	 6/3,	
6/17,	6/24,	7/1,	7/8,	7/15,	7/22,	7/29,	8/5,	8/12,	8/19,	
8/26,	9/2,	9/16,	9/30.	Eric	Arens,	ericarens@comcast.net or	
(510)	841-6022.
	 ST. FRANCIS YC	—	Wednesday	Night	Series:	5/6-6/27	
&	 8/5-8/26.	 Thursday	 Night	 Kiting	 Series:	 April-Sept.	
Friday	Night	Windsurfing	Series:	April-Sept.	John	Craig,	(415)	
563-6363	or	racemgr@stfyc.com.
	 SANTA CRUZ YC	—	Wet	Wednesdays,	every	Wednesday	
night	during	Daylight	Saving	Time.	Larry	Weaver,	(831)	423-
8111	or lweaver@cruzio.com.
	 SAUSALITO	YC	—	Tuesday	Night	Spring	Sunset	Series:	
5/12,	5/26,	6/9,	6/23.	John	Mount,	(415)	509-8381	or	race@
syconline.org.
	 SEQUOIA	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	 through	10/7.	
Joseph	Curtis,	(650)	416-4129	or	joseph.syc@gmail.com.
	 SOUTH BAY YRA	—	Summer	Series:	5/2,	6/6,	7/11,	8/1,	
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Call for a FREE Catalog

“...using the Sailrite Ultrafeed™ LSZ-1 
to repair our mainsail on the dock in 
Mauritius.”

Sailrite
Ultrafeed LSZ-1

Sewing Machine

#102600$849.00

Jen Earl

www.sailrite.com
800.348.2769   260.693.2242



PLEASE VISIT our FuEL Dock AT GAShouSE coVE mArInA • oPEn 7 DAyS A wEEk • 9Am To 5Pm

San Francisco's yacht broker since 1969

10 mArInA BL. • SAn FrAncISco, cA  94123 • Toll Free: 877-444-5091 • 415-567-8880
FAX (415) 567-6725 • email sales@citysf.com • website http://yachtworld.com/cityyachts

YACHTSA N D    
T H ECITY
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30' Knarr, 1984
$25,000

Hunter 45, 2006
$207,900

32' Grand Banks Sedan, 1980
$99,000

34' Irwin, 1980
$26,700

42' Fountaine Pajot Venezia, 
1995, $230,000 

Catalina 350 Mk I, 2004
$139,800

35' Niagara, 1980
$58,500

51' Morgan Out Island, 1982
$135,000

27' Farallon, 1982 
enclosed helm, $35,000

46' Moody, 2000
$399,000

SISTERSHIP

REDUCED

36' Islander, 1972, $25,000
36' Islander, 1975, $38,500

28' Bayliner 2855, 2000
$44,500
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9/5,	10/3.	Richard,	rjgreenawald@hotmail.com.
	 SOUTH BEACH	YC	—	Friday	Night	Series:	5/1,	5/15,	5/22,	
6/5,	6/19,	6/26,	7/17,	7/24,	7/31,	8/7,	8/21,	8/28.	Nancy	
DeMauro,	(415)	409-1071	or	rearcommodore@sbyc.org.
	 STOCKTON SC	—	Every	Wednesday	night:	6/3-8/26.	Phil	
Hendrix,	(209)	476-1381	or	phil.hendrix@excite.com.
	 TAHOE	YC	—	Wednesday	Night	Spring	Keelboat	Series:	
5/27-7/8	 (Pre-Season	 Race:	 5/20).	 Monday	 Night	 Spring	
Laser	Series:	5/25-7/13.	Darren	Kramer,	(530)	581-4700	or	
www.tahoeyc.com.
	 TIBURON	 YC	 —	 Every	 Friday	 night:	 5/15-8/11.	 Gary	
Proctor,	(415)	827-2622	or	www.tyc.org.
	 VALLEJO	YC	—	Every	Wednesday	night	 through	9/30.	
Gordon	Smith,	(530)	622-8761	or	fleetcaptainsail@vyc.org.

	 Please	send	your	calendar	items	by	the	10th	of	the	month	
to	calendar@latitude38.com.	If	you're	totally	old-school,	mail	
them	to	Latitude 38	(Attn:	Calendar),	15	Locust	Avenue,	Mill	
Valley,	CA,	94941	or	fax	them	to	us	at	(415)	383-5816.	But	
please,	no	phone-ins!	Calendar	listings	are	for	marine-related	
events	that	either	are	free	or	don't	cost	much	to	attend.	The	
Calendar	is	not	meant	to	support	commercial	enterprises.		
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May Weekend Tides
date/day time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. time/ht. 
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
5/02Sat	 0029/2.5	 0605/4.9	 1247/-0.2	 2007/5.1	
5/03Sun	 0144/1.9	 0727/4.6	 1344/0.2	 2050/5.4
5/09Sat	 0625/-1.0	 1338/4.4	 1806/2.5
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
5/10Sun	 0011/5.9	 0702/-1.0	 1426/4.4	 1846/2.8
5/16Sat	 0433/4.3	 1127/0.3	 1903/4.4	
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
5/17Sun	 0041/2.7	 0541/4.0	 1217/0.6	 1938/4.7
5/23Sat	 0519/-1.2	 1231/4.4	 1652/2.4	 2306/6.5	
5/24Sun	 0603/-1.7	 1324/4.5	 1739/2.6	 2351/6.7
5/25Mon	 0649/-1.9	 1416/4.6	 1829/2.7	
 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW	
5/30Sat	 0435/5.0	 1111/-0.3	 1832/5.3	
 LOW HIGH LOW HIGH 
5/31Sun	 0018/1.9	 0553/4.4	 1206/0.3	 1918/5.6

May Weekend Currents
date/day slack max slack max	
5/02Sat	 0245	 0523/1.9F	 0804	 1115/3.6E
	 1515	 1829/3.3F	 2137	
5/03Sun	 	 0024/2.5E	 0357	 0645/2.3F
	 0925	 1227/3.4E	 1612	 1923/3.4F
	 2222	
5/09Sat	 0125	 0442/5.0E	 0838	 1143/3.9F
	 1502	 1716/2.3E	 2027	 2314/2.6F
5/10Sun	 0159	 0519/4.9E	 0918	 1221/3.7F
	 1546	 1754/2.1E	 2103	 2350/2.4F
5/16Sat	 0136	 0400/1.2F	 0632	 0958/3.0E
	 1402	 1710/2.4F	 2035	 2252/1.8E
5/17Sun	 0250	 0511/1.3F	 0751	 1057/2.7E
	 1454	 1800/2.4F	 2117	 2349/2.2E
5/23Sat	 0018	 0341/5.4E	 0733	 1037/4.2F
	 1403	 1616/2.6E	 1917	 2213/3.0F
5/24Sun	 0057	 0426/5.7E	 0818	 1123/4.4F
	 1454	 1704/2.5E	 1959	 2257/3.0F
5/25Mon	 0139	 0513/6.0E	 0905	 1211/4.5F
	 1545	 1752/2.4E	 2045	 2344/2.9F
5/30Sat	 0108	 0345/2.1F	 0630	 0941/3.8E
	 1336	 1646/3.3F	 2003	 2240/2.6E
5/31Sun	 0227	 0507/2.1F	 0752	 1046/3.1E
	 1434	 1744/3.1F	 2051	 2347/3.1E	

Strong 100% carbon hull, deck & mast. 
Computerized construction techniques. 

Innovative lifting keel. Fast, comfortable, safe, 
easy to sail, and fun! The new SC 37 has been 

called the perfect racer/cruiser. 

As seen at Strictly Sail Pacific,  
now at our docks!

Newport Beach
(949) 675-8035

San Diego
(619) 224-6200

jeff@jk3yachts.com

Alameda
(510) 523-8600

info@sailcal.com

Dealers for Santa Cruz Yachts in California

www.jk3yachts.com • www.sailcal.com
www.santacruzyachts.com

FAST IS FUN!
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77' Andrews, '03, Glory, ex-Alchemy** ......................... $950,000
70' Custom Wylie, Rage ............................................... $598,000
56' Andrews, '94, Charisma .......................................... $364,599
48' J/145, Hull #9, '03** ................................................ $700,000
48' Kristen, '01, Trinity** ................................................ $629,000
44' J/44, '90, Phoenix ................................................... $219,000
42' J/42, '03, Freedom .................................................. $295,000
41' Passport, '90, 360** ................................................ $249,900
41' Bianca 414, '80, Avion ..............................Reduced! $43,500
40' J/120, '01, OuiB5 ....................................Reduced! $199,000
40' J/120, '95, Attitude** ............................................... $189,000
40' J/40, '86, China Cloud ............................................. $159,000
40' Tripp, '92, Snake Oil** ............................................... $85,900
40' Catalina 400 Mk II, '07** ......................................... $279,900
39' Dehler 39, '03, Wild Redhead** .............................. $329,500
38' Sydney, '00, Howl ................................................... $179,000

38' X-Yachts 382, '99, XTC ........................................... $189,000
37' J/37, '88, Hull #30** ................................................ $105,000
37' PSC, '89, Zest .............................................. SOLD $129,900
36' J/109, '03, Queen Bee ............................................ $215,500
36' J/36, '83** .................................................................. $57,900
35' J/105, '04, Hull #617, formerly Chili Pepper** ......... $127,500
35' J/105, '02, Breezy ................................................... $117,000
35' J/105, '01, Hull #382, Anna Laura ................ SOLD $105,000
35' J/105, '00, Hull #355, Whisper ............ New Listing $104,900
35' J/105, '99, Life Is Good** .......................................... $83,000

35' J/105, '99, Hull #255, Roadster** ............................ $105,000
35' J/35, '93, Pegasus .................................................... $54,000
34' J/34, '85, The Zoo** .................................................. $29,900
34' MJM 34z, '05** ........................................Reduced! $384,000
34' Classic Hans Pederson Power Yacht, '63** .............. $79,000
33' J/100, '05, J Bird ..................................................... $125,000
33' J/100, Hull #5, '05, Reddie Freddie ......................... $125,000
30' J/30, '84** .................................................................. $34,000
30' Sabre MkII, '86, Buena Vida .......................... SOLD $49,500
29' J/29, '85, Masthead** ................................................ $28,000
29' Back Cove, '05, Diamond Lil ...................Reduced! $179,900
29' Cobalt, '01** .............................................................. $69,000
27' Antrim 27, '98, Luna .............................. New Listing $38,000
27' Choate, '79, Allegro Con Brio** ................................... $9,900
26' J/80, '00, Risky Business** ....................................... $32,000
22' Aquapro Raider 665, '04 ...........................Reduced! $39,900

** Indicates Seattle Boats

J/92, 1993, J MOTO
A fun sporty racer/daysailer. See her on 

our sales dock. Asking $45,000

Sydney 38
2000
Howl

Awesome boat, race 
ready, cruising comfort.

Asking $179,000

J/109, 2004 
Crazy Diamond

If you want a genuine, 
fun to sail, dual 

purpose sailboat, the 
J/109 is for you.

Asking $214,900

J/44, 1990, Phoenix
Asking $219,000

J/120, 2001, OuiB5 
One of North America's most successful Big Boat 
One Designs, the J/120 is the most versatile 40-
footer afloat. At our sales dock. Asking $199,000

J/40, 1986, China Cloud 
This boat is ready to go cruising. Many upgrades, all 

systems go. Asking $159,000

J/105, 1996, Hull #130, Invisible
Asking $114,900

Andrews 56, 1994, Charisma
Asking $364,599

J/42, 2003, Freedom
Light use, excellent condition.

Asking $295,000

www.sailcal.com • email: info@sailcal.com

SISTERSHIP

Dealers for these fine yachts:

REDUCED

ALAMEDA
1070 Marina Village Pkwy #108

Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 523-8500

FAX (510) 522-0641

SEATTLE
SAIL NORTHWEST

7001 Seaview Ave. NW  #140 
Seattle, WA 98117
(206) 286-1004
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J/100
2005

Hull #5
Reddie Freddie
Asking $125,000

SISTERSHIP
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⇑⇓FULL SPEEDO AHEAD!
	 I'm	writing	with	regard	to	Speedo	swimsuits,	which	have	
been	a	topic	of	discussion	in	recent	Latitudes.	One	sailor	from	
Capitola	wrote	in	to	say	how	much	he	loved	them,	while	oth-
ers,	including	Liz	Clark	of	the	Santa	Barbara-based	Cal	40	
Swell,	have	expressed	an	extreme	disgust	for	them.
	 			I've	worn	Speedos	ever	since	I	was	a	lifeguard	in	high	
school.	Yeah,	I	know,	Speedos	make	people	run,	dogs	bark,	my	

daughters	 roll	 their	 eyes	
and	old	ladies	faint.	But	I	
don't	care.	I	love	Speedos.	
I'm	a	53-year-old	interna-
tional	 747-400	 captain,	
and	Speedos	are	as	close	to	
skinny	dippin'	as	you	can	
get.	Why	 wear	 more	 than	
you	need?

	 	 The 	 accompany ing	
photo	was	taken	last	Sun-
day,	at	36,000	feet,	during	
which	time	I	was	wearing	a	
Speedo	under	my	uniform	
while	 flying	 back	 to	 the	
United	States	from	Brazil.	

I'd	gone	swimming	at	the	hotel	just	before	pilot	'showtime',	so	
I	just	left	my	Speedo	on.	They	dry	that	fast.	I've	worn	Speedos	
all	over	the	world	on	layovers.	In	fact,	the	flight	attendants	
named	me	'Captain	Speedo'	—	although	I'm	not	sure	if	that's	
good	or	bad.	The	other	photo	is	of	me	in	the	driveway	of	my	
home	after	we	got	back.
	 So	Speedo	wearers	unite!	Let	the	dogs	bark,	damn	the	nay-
sayers,	and	full	Speedo	ahead!	Banana	hammocks	forever!

Capt.	Don	Rees,	B747-400
Tango,	Catalina	30

Glen	Cove	YC

	 Capt.	Don	—	You're	obviously	very	proud	of	your	physique	
—	and	you	ought	to	be.	We're	straight	as	hell,	but	we	salute	you	
for	being	in	terrific	shape.	Some	people	think	it	would	be	in	the	

public's	interest	if	there	were	
rules	 for	 wearing	 Speedos.	
If	you're	under	60	but	not	in	
excellent	 physical	 condition,	
for	example,	you	wouldn't	be	
allowed	to	wear	a	Speedo	in	
public.	Over	60,	however,	and	
you'd	get	a	free	pass	because	
at	that	age	most	people	tend	
to	ignore	you.
	 As	 we	 mentioned	 before,	
we	 love	 the	 so-called	 'Baja	
Tuxedos'	because	they	dry	so	
quickly	and	are	so	functional.	
For	example,	if	you	go	surfing	
wearing	 baggies,	 water	 an-
noyingly	keeps	dripping	down	
your	 legs	 for	 about	 half	 an	
hour	after	you	come	out	of	the	
water.	Such	suits	are	also	rec-
ipes	for	'boat	butt'.	But	if	you	
wear	 a	 Speedo	 under	 your	
baggies,	you	just	whip	off	the	

latter,	shake	your	butt	a	couple	of	times,	and	all	will	be	dry.	In	
addition,	Speedos	are	great	to	wear	during	outdoor	showers	
on	boats	when	not	everyone	aboard	is	comfortable	with	naked,	
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Don in the pilot's seat of a 747 about 
to fly by the seat of his Speedo.
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Why wear baggies if you've got a 
physique like this?
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the 46th annual

Trans Tahoe
Regatta

July 10-12

hosted by
Tahoe Yacht 

Club &
West Lake 
Properties

(530) 581-4700 • www.tahoeyc.com
GM@tahoeyc.com

Experience a Tahoe
racing tradition… 
it's worth the trip!

Friday – Practice & Party
Saturday – Trans Tahoe Race
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A beautiful year-round facility with spectacular 
views of Lake Tahoe.

Full bar, meeting areas, and private party location 
available to all members.

Competitive sailing program including Beer Can 
Keel Boats and Laser Sailing.

Year-round planned activities and parties for the 
whole family including:

- 'Souper Saturday' speaker series

- 'Penguin' ski club with downhill, cross country 
and snowshoeing days

- Over-the-Bottom powerboat & poker rally series

- Cruising and raft-up events

- Wine tastings & seasonal winemakers' dinners

- Golf outings with TYC Eagles Golf Club

- Lake Tahoe Concours d'Elegance 
Wooden Boat Show

The camaraderie with other club members that 
makes the private club experience unique!

Tahoe Yacht Club
est. 1925

Your Home away from Home

Contact us today regarding our

SPECIAL 2009 MEMBERSHIP OFFER
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naked,	naked.	Yes,	we	know	group	nudity	is	popular	on	many	
boats	these	days,	but	not	for	us.	For	one	thing,	we're	just	not	
that	interested	in	seeing	any	guy's	'junk'.	Secondly,	and	more	
importantly,	group	nudity	tends	to	validate	the	concept	that	
nudity,	and	by	extension,	sex,	is	wholesome.	Can	you	think	
of	anything	more	dreary	and	banal	than	wholesome	sex?	Sex	
isn't	really	sex	unless	it's	furtive	and	just	a	little	bit	indecent	
—	is	it?	So	please	everyone,	Speedos	for	bathing	in	a	group	on	
a	boat.

⇑⇓PRACTICE YOUR MOB STRATEGY OFTEN
	 Shortly	after	noon	on	March	28,	my	wife	and	I	were	sail-
ing	south	of	the	Bay	Bridge	when	we	heard	a	man	overboard	
report	on	channel	16.	The	person	making	the	report	said	there	
was	a	male	head	bobbing	in	the	water	near	Pier	39,	but	that	
it	was	too	windy	for	his	boat	to	be	able	to	stop	and	help.
	 The	skipper	on	another	sailboat	also	heard	the	call	and	
rushed	to	the	sailor's	rescue.	A	short	time	later,	he	reported	
that	the	man	in	the	water	was	next	to	his	boat,	but	he	wasn't	
able	to	pull	him	aboard.	He	also	reported	that	the	man,	a	
singlehander,	had	fallen	off	his	boat,	and	that	his	boat	was	
rapidly	sailing	in	the	direction	of	Angel	Island.
	 Then	the	situation	 improved.	The	Coast	Guard	reported	
they'd	gotten	the	man	out	of	the	water	and	were	heading	to	
Pier	39.	Before	long,	another	sailor	reported	that	he'd	taken	
control	of	the	runaway	boat	and	was	bringing	her	to	Pier	39.
	 It	was	a	godsend	that	the	first	sailor	saw	the	man	bobbing	
in	the	water	and	made	the	man	overboard	report.	But	I	can't	
figure	out	why	he	didn't	 render	any	aid.	Too	much	wind?	
Yes,	it	was	windy	out	there,	but	how	difficult	would	it	have	
been	to	drop	the	sails	and	turn	on	the	iron	genny?	Thank	
God	there	was	a	second	boat	nearby	that	was	able	to	render	
assistance.
	 I	think	it	would	be	helpful	for	everyone	to	know	what	was	
taking	 place	 before	 the	 sailor	 fell	 overboard,	 and	 exactly	
how	it	happened.	It	would	also	be	nice	to	know	what	kind	of	
safety	equipment	he	had	or	failed	to	have	on	when	this	all	
happened.
	 As	a	result	of	this	incident,	I	made	a	point	to	take	a	few	
minutes	to	practice	a	MOB	scenario,	with	and	without	crew,	
as	I	sail	singlehanded	most	of	the	time.	I'm	also	going	to	track	
down	a	rescue	class	that	I	saw	offered	last	year.	This	year	I'll	
sign	up.

Chris	Stewart
24-7,	Catalina	36

Walnut	Creek

	 Chris	—	We	presume	the	sailor	who	made	the	man	overboard	
report	decided	that	since	other	boats	and	the	Coast	Guard	were	
in	the	vicinity,	and	that	he	was	having	difficulty	controlling	his	
boat	in	that	situation,	it	was	best	to	let	someone	else	do	the	
actual	pickup.	Not	knowing	anything	different,	and	with	the	
ultimate	rescue	of	the	man	overboard,	we're	going	to	assume	
that	he	made	the	correct	call.
	 If	the	man	overboard	would	like	to	share,	even	anonymously,	
what	caused	him	to	go	overboard,	we'd	like	to	publish	it.	But	
based	on	the	rescue	and	survival	of	Dave	Wilhite	and	Dave	
Servais	 in	 the	 Doublehanded	 Farallones	 Race,	 we	 think	 a	
PFD	and	a	waterproof	VHF	would	be	the	best	things	to	have	
attached	to	one's	body	when	going	overboard.

⇑⇓SURFBOARDS WITH BOLT-ON KEELS
	 The	 loss	 of	 the	 keel	 on	 the	 J/80	 Heat	 Wave	 in	 the	
Doublehanded	Farallones	reminded	me	of	racing	an	Olsen	
36	in	the	'89	Doublehanded	Farallones.	As	we	pounded	out	

Gori
propeller

• For shafts and saildrives

• Both 2 & 3 blade available

• Lowest drag when sailing

• The champions choice

CALL US TODAY!

800-801-8922

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com

3-Blade

The best rope,
line and debris
cutter there is!

Two piece unit

For both power and sail

Now available for
sail drive systems.

747 Aquidneck Ave.
Middletown, RI 02842

401-847-7960
Fax: 401-849-0631

sales@ab-marine.com
www.ab-marine.com



Quantum Sails, San Francisco has consistently 
been providing clients with Sail Optimization 
Packages to win races to Hawaii. We know 
what works and have the results to prove it! 
Whether you are a Beneteau or a grand prix 
yacht we can help you!

Contact: Jeff Thorpe 
or Don Teakell
Quantum Pacific Sales
 
Loft: 510-234-4334
Cell: 415-505-1042
Skype: jthorpe206
Fax: 510-234-4863

When Bringing home 
the silver matters!

WWW.quantumsails .com

local Boats With Big results!

2008 Pac cuP
1st in class Criminal Mischief R/P 45  Chip Megeath
1st in class 2nd overall Sleeping Dragon Hobie 
33 Dean Daniels
2nd in class Sweet Okole  Farr 36 Dean Treadway
3rd in class Hula Girl SC 50 Turbo Paul Cayard & Family
3rd in class Bequia Benenteau 473 Dennis Ronk

2007 transPac
1st in class 3rd overall Kokopelli 2 SC 52 Turbo Chip Megeath
2nd in class 2nd overall Cipango Andrew 56 Bob & Rob Barton

2006 Pac cuP
1st in class 1st overall Lightning SC 52 Thomas Akin
1st in class California Girl Cal 40 Tim & Betty Lessley
1st in class Tutto Bene Beneteau 38s5 Jack Vetter
3rd in class Elyxir SC 52 Paul Ely
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through	the	short,	steep	chop	of	an	ebb	tide,	the	boat	and	
deck	were	flexing	so	much	that	the	jib	sheet	turning	block	
track	bent	enough	to	release	the	turning	block.	We	put	the	
turning	block	back	onto	the	track	only	to	have	it	come	off	
two	more	 times.	Becoming	concerned	 that	 the	deck	might	
separate	from	the	hull,	we	dropped	out.	That's	when	I	began	
to	seriously	question	the	'surfboard	with	a	bolt-on	keel'	design	
of	ultralight	displacement	boats.
	 The	next	summer	I	sailed	from	Hawaii	to	California	with	
Dan	Newland.	At	the	time,	Dan	was	building	his	Newland	37.	
Having	already	won	the	Singlehanded	TransPac,	and	being	
a	materials	genius,	Newland	and	his	new	boat	had	a	lot	of	
credibility.	Nonetheless,	while	sailing	the	Bay	about	four	years	
later,	the	boat's	keel	fell	off.
	 And	didn't	a	Wylie	Wabbit	lose	her	keel	offshore	many	years	
ago?	Then	there	was	the	German	boat	built	for	the	racing-
charter	business	in	Croatia.	In	one	of	her	first	races,	she	lost	
her	keel.	Sisterships	in	the	fleet	had	keels	that	almost	failed,	
too,	and	the	boats	were	all	recalled.
	 This	 year	 I	 sailed	 in	 the	 Doublehanded	 Lightship	 Race	
on	a	Ranger	37,	an	old	war	horse.	There	was	no	flexing,	no	
vibrations	and	no	fear	of	failure.	If	I'm	not	mistaken,	at	one	
time	multihulls	were	banned	from	the	TransPac	because	they	
were	considered	unsafe	due	to	their	tendency	to	'rack'	and	
catastrophically	fail.	I	think	it's	time	to	have	an	honest	dis-
cussion	about	the	risk	versus	benefits	of	ultralight	displace-
ment	boats.	Thankfully	nobody	died	 in	 the	Doublehanded	
Farallones,	but	it	easily	could	have	been	different.	Let's	be	
honest	with	ourselves	before	more	people	die.

David	Cain,	Crew
Glissade,	Ranger	37

Bay	Area

	 David	—	What's	an	Olsen	36?	We're	familiar	with	Olsen	38s,	
but	they	are	moderate	displacement	boats.	You	must	be	talking	
about	an	Olson	30	or	and	Olson	40.	Both	of	these	designs	have	
been	raced	hard	and	extensively,	and	while	they	had	minor	
structural	issues	related	to	skippers'	pushing	the	performance	
envelope,	to	our	knowledge	none	has	ever	lost	a	keel.
	 Keels	fail	for	four	primary	reasons:	1)	Bad	engineering;	2)	
Bad	construction;	3)	Having	been	weakened	by	hitting	some-
thing;	or	4)	Lack	of	maintenance,	such	as	checking	that	keel	
bolts	are	in	good	shape	and	tight.	As	such,	there	is	nothing	that	

makes	 light	boats	
inherently	 more	
susceptible	to	keel	
failures	than	mod-
erate	displacement	
boats.	 Take	 the	
case	 of	 Bill	 Lee's	
67-ft	 Merlin,	 the	
first	big	ultralight.	
If	 we're	 not	 mis-
taken,	 she's	 been	
raced	 very	 hard	
for	 over	 300,000	
miles	with	no	keel	
problems.	 As	 far	
as	we	know,	there	
haven't	 been	 any	
keels	lost	off	popu-

lar	ultralights	such	as	Moore	24s,	any	of	the	Santa	Cruz	27s,	
40s	and	50s,	or	the	Express	27s	and	37s.	That's	a	whole	lot	
of	light	boats	with	a	staggering	amount	of	hard	ocean	miles	
beneath	their	keels.	In	the	case	of	J/80s,	prior	to	Heat	Wave	

Bill Lee's 67-ft 'Merlin', the original ultralight 
sled, has been raced hard for over 300,000 miles 
without a keel failure.

Distributors for Brownell 
Boat Stands

Dealers for 

1200 Milton Road • Napa, CA 94559
(707) 252-8011 • Fax (707) 252-0851
www.napavalleymarina.com
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there	had	only	been	one	keel	failure	in	the	run	of	1,056	boats.	
Even	one	is	too	many,	of	course,	but	with	that	kind	of	record	
you	have	to	wonder	if	the	cause	wasn't	something	other	than	
engineering	or	construction.
	 Keel	failures	are	not	unique	to	ultralight	boats.	After	all,	who	
can	forget	when	the	keels	fell	off	two	of	BMW	Oracle's	boats	
during	training	for	 the	 '03	America's	Cup	 in	Auckland?	And	
nobody	is	going	to	claim	an	IACC	boat	is	an	ultralight.	Right	
off	the	top	of	our	heads	we	can	recall	keel	failures	on	moderate	
displacement	racer-cruisers	off	England,	in	Croatian	waters,	
off	Australia,	off	South	Africa,	and	most	recently	in	the	Gulf	
of	Mexico.	Again,	there	was	no	single	cause.	Take	the	case	of	
Excalibur,	which	flipped	off	Australia	in	'02	with	the	terrible	
loss	of	four	lives.	Last	month	Alex	Cittidini,	director	of	what	had	
been	Applied	Alloy	Yachts,	was	convicted	of	manslaughter	as	
a	result	of	the	Excalibur	case.	The	jury	said	as	director	of	the	
company,	Cittidini	either	knew	about	or	should	have	known	
about	a	cut	that	had	been	made	in	the	keel	and	a	"child-like"	
weld	to	repair	it.
	 We	have	no	data	to	support	it,	but	we	suspect	that	the	great-
est	 rate	of	keel	 failure	has	been	on	custom	ultralight	boats,	
and	for	two	reasons.	First,	the	designers,	builders	and	owners	
were	willing	to	accept	the	risk	of	smaller	margins	of	error	in	the	
pursuit	of	higher	performance.	As	Buddy	Melges	once	famously	
said,	any	part	of	an	America's	Cup	boat	that	doesn't	fail	just	
after	crossing	the	finish	 line	of	 the	final	race	was	overbuilt.	
Second,	custom	ultralight	boats	tend	to	be	raced	harder	and	
more	often.	This	month's	Max	Ebb	dives	deep	into	the	issue.

⇑⇓AN EPIRB IS NOT AN OCEAN-GOING ONSTAR
	 Three	years	ago	Paul	Nielsen	and	I	were	on	the	scene	in	
the	 Potato	 Patch	 when	 Stan	 Glaros'	 Great	 Fun	 II	 lost	 her	
keel	in	the	Duxship	Race.	That	was	bad	enough.	But	after	
reading	about	the	miraculous	survival	of	Dave	Wilhite	and	
Dave	Servais	after	their	J/80	Heat	Wave	 lost	her	keel	and	
flipped	in	the	terrible	conditions	outside	the	Gate	during	the	
Doublehanded	Farallones	Race	on	the	night	of	March	28,	I'm	
rethinking	 my	 coastal	 sailing	 emergency	 equipment.	 After	
all,	I	can't	imagine	surviving	anything	like	what	Wilhite	and	
Servais	did	—	30+	knots	of	wind,	big	breaking	waves,	all	while	
clinging	to	and	repeatedly	getting	knocked	off	the	overturned	
hull	of	the	boat.
	 There's	a	lot	of	speculation	going	around	about	the	best	
gear	for	near-shore	racing.	Can	you	shed	some	light	on	a	few	
questions?
	 1)	What's	the	response	time	after	the	activation	of	an	EPIRB	
with	GPS?	Rumor	has	it	that	four	hours	might	pass	before	
the	call	is	routed	through	to	the	correct	agency.	Is	an	EPIRB	
a	 good	 safety	 solution	 for	near-shore	 racing	 in	 cold	water	
temperatures?
	 2)	What's	the	Coast	Guard's	reception	range	for	a	5-	to	6-
watt	handheld	VHF	radio	transmitting	from	a	foot	above	max	
wave	height?	Are	there	any	shadows	caused	by	Pt.	Bonita	or	
other	land	masses?	Has	anyone	tested	radios	in	rough	condi-
tions	in	this	area?
	 3)	Is	DSC	with	integrated	GPS	a	tool	that	Coasties	or	other	
marine	traffic	use?
	 A	 handheld	 waterproof	 VHF	 radio	 with	 integrated	 GPS	
receiver	and	DSC	capability,	turned	on	(so	it	has	already	ac-
quired	satellites),	and	strapped	to	my	harness	sounds	ideal,	
but	 I	worry	about	reception	range.	 If	Servais	hadn't	had	a	
boat	to	stand	on,	would	his	transmission	have	been	heard?

Will	Sitch
Boatless

San	Francisco

We	insure	racers	and	cruisers	all	over	
the	world	with	prompt,	reliable	service.

www.marinersins.com

SAN DIEGO
(800) 639-0002

Fax (619) 226-6410
Lic. # 0A96346

SEATTLE
(800) 823-2798 • (206) 281-8144

Fax (206) 281-8036

NO. CALIFORNIA
(800) 853-6504 • (650) 373-0595

Fax (650) 548-1585
email: boomeins@aol.com

Lic. # 0A99058

L.A./ORANGE COUNTY
(800) 992-4443 • (949) 642-5174

Fax (949) 642-0252
Lic. # 0D36887

BRADENTON, FLORIDA
(800) 914-9928
Lic. # E051940

Attention 
Cruisers!
mexiCAn
liAbility

insurAnCe 
online

It's a Mariner's Fact:

New! 
PUERTO VALLARTA

(949) 274-4111

Now	with	six	offices	offering	
you	local	insurance	service	

and	global	insurance	coverage.

Ask
About our 
new rACing

sAilboAt
ProgrAm!

'Bamboozle'	is	a	nautical	term	from	the	17th	
Century	describing	the	Spanish	custom	of	hoisting	

false	flags	to	deceive	(bamboozle)	enemies.



More, More, More
ing. At Tradewinds we’re pretty sure more is more.

More experienced instructors make for a better learning environment. More boats to 
check out any time you feel like it (our set-cost, unlimited-sailing membership starts at 
$155 a month) guarantees more time on the water. More trips and events with other 
club members all add up to more fun. We’re convinced of it.

For information on May 2009 ASA sailing classes and our unlimited-sailing member-
ship, give us a call at 510 232-7999 or visit tradewindssailing.com.

Tradewinds Sailing School and Club
2580 Spinnaker Way, Richmond, CA 94804, (510) 232-7999

More Experience. More Time on the Water. More Fun.

Basic Keelboat (101) - $595
May 6,7,8
May 9,10,16
May 11,12,13
May 20,21,22
May 30,31 & June 6
May 31 & June 6,7
June 1,2,3
June 6,7,13
June 10,11,12

Basic Coastal Cruising (103) - $795
May 4,5,6
May 10,16,17
May 18,19,20
May 30,31 & June 6
June 3,4,5
June 6,7,13
June 7,13,14
June 13,14,20
June 22,23,24

Bareboat Chartering (104) - $995
May 20,21,22
June 8,9,10
June 20,27,28
June 24,25,26
July 12,18,19
July 19,25,26
July 26 & August 1,2
July 29,30,31
August 2,8,9

Pay for one day of charter at the 
beginning of the month and sail the rest of 

the month free! Ask us how!

American Sailing Association School

2009 Catalina Rendezvous - May 29-31 - Hosted at Tradewinds Sailing 
Info at: http://raft.c380.org

Whoever came up with the phrase “less is more” must not have spent much time sail-
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	 Will	—	Response	to	an	EPIRB	may	take	anywhere	from	a	
few	minutes	to	a	few	hours.	"It	depends	on	where	the	boat	is	in	
relation	to	the	satellite	that's	receiving	the	signal,"	USCG	SAR	
Duty	Controller	Ernest	Delli	Gatti	told	us	recently.	And	if	the	
initial	alert	doesn't	 include	a	position	report,	as	many	don't,	
even	more	time	passes	until	it's	received,	either	from	another	
satellite	or	by	phone	confirmation	with	a	shoreside	contact.	
"The	average	time	for	a	position	report	is	a	little	over	an	hour,"	
SAR	Controller	Ed	Skinner	said,	"but	it	could	take	as	long	as	
three."	As	such,	it's	not	the	ideal	solution	where	drowning	or	
hypothermia	 are	 legitimate	 risks.	 In	 addition,	 EPIRBs	 have	
difficulty	transmitting	from	underwater	or	through	fiberglass.
	 As	for	the	radio,	Wilhite	dove	underneath	the	overturned	hull	
to	retrieve	the	waterproof	handheld	radio,	then	called	the	Coast	
Guard	from	about	eight	miles	offshore.	Despite	the	shrieking	
wind,	huge	seas	and	the	fact	that	Servais,	who	was	operating	
the	radio,	was	very	low	in	the	water,	both	he	and	the	Coast	
Guard	say	the	radio	reception	was	strong	and	clear.
	 As	far	as	DSC	—	and	personal	EPIRBs	such	as	SPOT	(Satel-
lite	Personal	Tracker),	PLB	(Personal	Locator	Beacon)	and	other	
units	you	attach	to	yourself	—	anything	you	can	do	to	increase	
your	chances	of	rescue	will	help	both	you	and	the	Coast	Guard.	
That	was	the	main	message	at	a	meeting	last	month	between	
a	 team	 of	 Coast	 Guard	 officials	 and	 representatives	 of	 the	
YRA	and	all	yacht	clubs	that	run	ocean	races.	The	Coasties	
noted	that	if	you	go	the	PLB	route,	be	sure	to	get	one	meant	
for	marine	use,	as	the	ones	intended	for	hikers	go	through	a	
different	satellite	relay	and	will	take	longer	to	reach	the	Coast	
Guard.	One	PLB	they	specifically	recommend	is	the	one	they	all	
wear	themselves	offshore:	the	McMurdo	Fast	Find.	They	also	
mentioned	that	they	will	be	asking	yacht	clubs	that	sponsor	
ocean	races	to	require	all	boats	racing	in	the	ocean	to	carry	a	
float-free	(water	activated)	Category	I	EPIRB	starting	in	2010.	
We	don't	want	to	say	too	much	about	this	right	now	since	the	
recommendation	hasn't	even	been	drafted	yet.	We'll	bring	you	
updates	as	we	learn	them.	
	 The	irony	is	that	these	new	regulations	are	based	on	three	
recent	 incidents	 where	 EPIRBs	 likely	 wouldn't	 have	 made	
any	difference	to	the	outcome:	1)	the	loss	of	Daisy	 last	year	
in	the	Doublehanded	Lightship	Race,	where	Kirby	Gale	and	
Tony	Harrow	perished	in	a	quick	and	catastrophic	sinking;	2)	
the	disappearance	of	Pterodactyl	after	the	crew	were	swept	
overboard	(they	were	immediately	rescued	by	another	boat)	in	
the	following	month's	Doublehanded	Farallones	Race	—	any	
onboard	EPIRB	wouldn't	have	been	activated	(as	it	was,	the	
Coasties	threw	an	EPIRB	into	the	cockpit	to	track	the	boat	but	
it	 sailed	 into	 oblivion	 anyway);	 and	 3)	 last	 month's	 abrupt	
capsizing	of	Heat	Wave.	
	 Based	on	his	near	death	experience,	Wilhite	has	come	up	
with	his	ideal	offshore-but-near-shore	racing	kit.	For	details	on	
both	the	remarkable	survival,	and	what	would	be	in	his	next	
kit,	see	the	feature	article	elsewhere	in	this	issue.
	 By	the	way,	the	Coast	Guard	has	two	new	policies	in	an	ef-
fort	to	prevent	the	loss	of	life	in	races	in	the	Gulf	of	Farallones.	
First,	 from	 now	 on	 they	 must	 all	 be	 individually	 permitted.	
Second,	the	Coast	Guard	will	have	a	boat	on	the	course	during	
each	race.	We	think	the	latter	is	a	great	idea,	as	it	would	be	
perfect	training	—	which	they	need	to	be	doing	anyway.

⇑⇓THE CASE AGAINST DINIUS IS AN ABOMINATION
	 As	a	 reader	of	Latitude,	 I	find	 the	Lake	County	District	
Attorney's	case	against	Bismarck	Dinius	to	be	an	abomina-
tion!	That	Dinius,	who	happened	to	be	sitting	at	the	helm	of	
a	stationary	sailboat,	should	be	charged	for	the	death	of	Lynn	
Thornton,	when	it	was	actually	caused	by	Deputy	Perdock's	

Pounce

onThis!

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

Puma OD Performance Gear
Light, sleek and brilliantly effective, Puma’s new sailing line is engi-

neered for world-class sailors, and anyone else who wants to feel like

one. The breathable, waterproof nylon is soft, not stiff. And since it

weighs next to nothing, you’ll be able to move as nimbly as a cat. This

is really nice gear, with too many intelligent features to list in this

space, so come in and check it out. Once you see it, you’ll want to

pounce on it.   

Jacket  $300.00

Salopettes  $250.00



Outbound Yachts
New Outbound 52
with Hood Vektron
Vertical Full Batten
In-Mast Furling
Mainsail and 135% 
Vektron Genoa
Photo Courtesy 
swiftsure yaChts

Our patented woven Vectran® sailcloth performs like the 
laminates with the durability of Dacron®, especially in roller 
furling applications. In fact, Vectran® is lighter, lower 

stretch, and retains its shape over a longer life than any 
sailcloth we've ever offered to cruising sailors. That's 

because Hood Vectran® is woven, not laminated to 
Mylar® film. And you can be sure that each sail we 

roll out is built by hand, with the same care and 
craftsmanship that has been the Hood hallmark 

for 50 years. To discuss your sailcloth needs 
– whether our state-of-the-art Vectran® or our 

soft, tight-weave Dacron® – give us a call today.

The FinesT sails Begin 
wiTh The BesT sailcloTh
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  Sails & Service 

  New Sails

  Sail Repairs

  Furling Conversions

  Pickup & Delivery

HOOD SAILMAKERS 466 Coloma Street, Sausalito, CA 94965
Call Robin Sodaro (800) 883-7245   (415) 332-4104   Fax (415) 332-0943   hoodsails@aol.com

Visit our website for Special Online Discount Pricing… www.hoodsailmakers.com
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slamming	his	powerboat	into	the	sailboat	at	45	mph,	is	out-
rageous!	Is	there	some	way	that	we	can	get	the	attention	of	
State	Attorney	General	Jerry	Brown,	perhaps	by	having	Lati-
tude	create	a	form	letter	that	we	can	send	by	the	thousands,	
to	get	the	right	person	charged	for	the	crime?	Relying	on	the	
Deputy's	buddy,	the	Lake	County	District	Attorney,	to	do	any-
thing	right	seems	hopeless	now.	How	about	a	lawsuit	against	
the	D.A.	and	the	Sheriff's	Office	for	dereliction	of	duty?
	 If	the	Dinius	case	ever	goes	to	civil	court,	as	in	the	case	of	
O.J.	Simpson,	Sheriff	Perdock's	ass	will	be	grass!

Keith	Dekker
Los	Osos

	 Keith	—	Based	on	all	the	available	evidence,	State	Attorney	
General	Jerry	Brown	and	the	State	Attorney	General's	Office	
couldn't	give	a	rat's	ass	about	justice.	Latitude	and	others	have	
already	instigated	email	campaigns	to	make	Brown	and	his	of-
fice	aware	of	the	travesty.	In	addition,	ABC	Channel	7's	I-Team	
reporter	Dan	Noyes	has	been	conducting	an	excellent	ongoing	
exposé.	 It's	also	noteworthy	that	a	huge	majority	of	respon-
dents	to	a	survey	in	the	Lake	County	Record-Bee	agree	that	
Perdock,	not	Dinius,	was	responsible	for	the	death	of	Thornton.	
Furthermore,	various	members	of	Thornton's	family	have	even	
written	the	judge	to	say	the	wrong	man	is	being	prosecuted	and	
that	charges	should	be	laid	against	Perdock.	But	do	you	think	
that	any	of	this,	or	the	obvious	conflict	of	interest	on	the	part	
of	the	Lake	County	Sheriff's	Department	and	the	Lake	County	
District	Attorney's	Office,	has	had	any	effect?	Of	course	not.	In	
our	opinion,	it's	just	another	example	of	the	incompetence	and	
corruption	that	is	so	pervasive	in	government	today.
	 By	the	way,	there	already	has	been	a	civil	case	over	Thorn-
ton's	death.	The	company	that	insured	Perdock's	boat	coughed	
up	the	full	amount	of	his	policy,	all	but	admitting	his	guilt.
	 For	more	on	California	justice	having	run	completely	off	the	
rails,	see	this	month's	update	on	the	Bismarck	Dinius	situa-
tion.

⇑⇓LEARN FROM BETTER SAILORS THAN YOURSELF 
	 This	year	was	the	first	time	that	Karen	and	I	participated	in	
a	Sea	of	Cortez	Sailing	Week,	and	it	far	exceeded	our	expecta-
tions.	We've	been	sailing	our	Beneteau	Oceanis	411	Dream	
Seeker	for	over	nine	years,	but	during	Sail	Week	we'd	learned	
more	about	sailing	our	boat	faster	and	more	efficiently	than	

in	 al l 	 the	
t i m e 	 w e	
previously	
owned	 her.	
T h i s 	 w a s	
thanks	 to	
experienced	
racers	 such	
a s 	 L o u i s	
Kruk	 from	
t h e 	 H a y -
ward-based	
B e n e t e a u	
First	 42S7	
Cirque	 and	
Steve	 Lan-

nen	 of	 the	 San	 Francisco-based	 Beneteau	 First	 40.5	 Full	
Quiver.	Both	skippers	sat	down	with	me	on	most	nights	after	
sailing	and	answered	my	many	questions,	giving	me	insights	
into	strategies	and	sail	trim	that	really	helped	us	on	the	sub-
sequent	races.
	 Nevertheless,	the	event	was	much	more	about	friendship,	

Tom learned more about sailing his boat in one in 
Mexico than he had in the previous nine years.
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TheFix
is In

We have 22 stores in Northern California, 
including our Alameda Sailing Superstore!

Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING 

to find the store nearest you.

WEST SYSTEM® Brand Epoxy
For the almost limitless care and repair needs aboard a boat, the fix

is in the can of WEST SYSTEM® Brand epoxy. Gluing, filling, coat-

ing, fairing-there’s not much you can’t do with this remarkable epoxy

resin and the right filler(s). We’ve got the complete WEST SYSTEM

Brand product line at West Marine. So the next time you need a fix,

come on in!     



IN THIS ECONOMY, 
WE’RE ALL IN 

THE SAME BOAT. 
AND IT NEEDS 

BOTTOM PAINT. 
To help pay for it, Pettit’s handing you $20 off 

 every gallon of Pettit antifouling paint you buy.

Get your share of the Pettit economic stimulus package at

Pettitpaint.com/20bucksback
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sharing	ideas,	sailing	in	incredible	conditions,	and	general	all	
around	fun	than	it	was	about	'serious'	racing.	Thanks	to	the	
Grand	Poobah	and	Doña	de	Mallorca	of	Latitude	and	Patsy	
Verhoeven	of	the	La	Paz-based	Gulfstar	50	Talion	for	putting	
on	this	great	event,	and	for	all	the	skippers	and	crews	who	
made	it	so	much	fun.

Tom	Lilienthal
Dream	Seeker,	Beneteau	Oceanis	411

San	Francisco

	 Tom	—	Gracias	for	the	kind	words.	We've	always	preached	
that	participating	in	low-key	races	is	a	great	way	for	folks	to	
become	better	and	more	confident	sailors,	which	makes	sailing	
—	and	cruising	—	more	fun.	We	realize	that	most	non-racers	
are	skeptical	about	this,	but	it's	true.	And	learning	to	sail	your	
boat	better	by	participating	in	'nothing	serious'	races	doesn't	
have	to	be	scary	or	boring,	as	you	primarily	need	to	just	try	to	
mimic	what	the	faster	boats	are	doing.	After	the	races,	pick	the	
minds	of	more	experienced	skippers	on	how	you	could	improve	
your	sail	trim	and	strategic	decisions.

⇑⇓ILLUSION'S FORMER LIFE
	 While	reading	last	September's	Latitude,	I	noticed	that	you	
mentioned	Stan	Honey's	Cal	40	Illusion.	It	has	inspired	me	to	
send	you	some	history	on	that	boat,	and	how	one	ex-cruiser	
has	been	transformed.	But	first,	I	have	to	say	that	I'm	as-
suming	the	Illusion	in	question	is	Cal	40	hull	#57.
	 If	this	is	indeed	the	same	Cal	40,	I	bought	her	in	Cos	Cob,	
Connecticut,	in	'76.	She	was	one	of	those	East	Coast	derelicts	
living	on	a	buoy.	I	had	recently	moved	from	San	Francisco	to	
New	York	City	for	a	job	and,	at	the	time,	East	Coast	sailors	
weren't	too	impressed	with	TransPac	boats.	The	boat's	low	
price	reflected	this,	so	I	got	a	good	deal.
	 For	me,	the	cruising	bug	started	on	San	Francisco	Bay	with	
Peter	Jones,	Fat	Albert	at	Wave	Traders,	Paradise	Cay,	and	yes,	
the	founding	of	Latitude	38.	Illusion	was	my	vehicle	to	complete	
the	dream.	Note	 that	my	dream	was	accompanied	by	zero	

experience.	
N o n e t h e -
less,	 Illusion	
and	 I	 would	
c r u i s e 	 a s	
far	 south	 as	
Valparaiso,	
Chile,	 as	 far	
east	 as	 Pa-
tras,	Greece,	
and	 make	 a	
zig-zag	 path	
everywhere	
in	 between.	
Broke,	 but	

with	a	German	girlfriend	I	found	while	exiting	the	Canal	solo	
and	a	son	born	in	Mexico,	I	got	Illusion	back	to	Santa	Cruz,	
where	I	sold	her	for	money	to	buy	food.	If	any	one	knows	of	
her	history	after	that,	I'd	love	to	hear	it.
	 What	happens	to	ex-cruisers?	This	one	got	as	far	away	from	
the	ocean	as	possible,	and	exchanged	the	open	ocean	for	the	
open	prairie.	Now,	20-something	years	later,	I	will	report	on	
my	demise	as	a	cruiser.	We	bought	a	small	farm,	which	has	
grown	over	the	years.	My	son	born	in	Mexico	was	followed	by	
four	more.	The	eldest	graduated	from	the	University	of	Florida	
last	spring,	and	is	taking	over	the	management	of	the	farm.	
I'm	retiring	from	farming.
	 But	over	the	last	two	decades	I	never	managed	to	completely	

Rod sailed his Cal 40 far and wide, from Valparaiso, 
Chile, to Patras, Greece.
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Travel 801 Electric Motor
Finally! A practical alternative to gas-powered outboards that’s

ideal for tenders, small keelboats and sportboats. The Torqeedo

Travel 801 eliminates the mess and potential hazards of gas tanks

along with oil changes, tune-ups, fumes and that infernal racket.

The Torqeedo combines an advanced lithium-manganese battery,

highly efficient synchronous permanent magnet motor and variable

pitch prop to produce thrust equivalent to a 2 hp combustion

motor. It weighs a mere 26.9 lb. (with battery) and can be folded

for easy stowage and transport.

If you’re ready to say good-bye to gas pains, say hello to a better

propulsion solution—the Torqeedo Travel 801 Electric Motor.

Long & Short Shaft versions available. $1599.00

Relieves
GasPains

for compact
stowage

Find the Torqeedo Travel 801 Electric Motor at our 
Alameda Sailing Superstore!

730 Buena Vista Ave.  •  510-521-4865

We have 22 stores in Northern California.
Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING

to find the store nearest you.

• Integral 
lithium-manganese
battery pack

• Weighs just 26.9 lb.

• 72.6 lb. thrust

• No pollutants

• Quiet running

Folds up



400 Harbor Drive • SauSalito, Ca 94965

(415) 332-5432 • (800) 310-5432
Fax: (415) 332-8136

andersonsboat@pacbell.net • www.andersonsboatyard.net

ANDERSON'S BOAT  YARD

The #1 BoaT Yard on The BaY –  
for more Than four decades!

Call now to reserve space for:
• Sprayed racing bottoms
• Custom topside paint jobs
• Complete rigging shop
• Custom metal fabrication
• electrical installation & repairs
• engine service and repower

Our 10th Annual 
Flea Market is quickly 

approaching – vendors and 
bargain shoppers wanted! 

Just $10 for a 10’x10’ spot. 
Proceeds benefit the Sausalito 

YC Junior Sailing program.

Save the Date: Saturday, May 9
Tenth Annual Flea Market

Call (415) 332-5432 to book a spot – or two – today.

Where can I haul out 
a 90-ton motoryacht?
Anderson’s of course!

Sam Wilson brings his 88-ft 
custom yacht, Pier Pressure, 
in for a repower.

    Call to reserve your
 haulout today!

ANDERSON'S BOAT  YARD
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rid	myself	of	the	bug	that	is	cruising,	and	have	embarked	on	a	
new	path.	I	am	now	stripping	down	—	outriggers,	winches,	and	
so	forth	—	a	90-ft	shrimp	trawler.	Oh,	I	can	hear	the	purists	
gasp!	Are	we	going	back	to	Waterworld?	Keep	in	mind	that	I	
was	once	one	of	you.	In	any	event,	we	have	set	up	camp	on	
the	Gulf	of	Mexico,	and	hope	to	have	the	beast	completed	in	
time	to	transit	the	Canal	and	make	it	to	next	year's	Ha-Ha.	I	
know	I	am	now	a	sinner,	heretic,	and	stinkpotter,	but	I	still	
have	an	affinity	toward	sailors.	We	have	a	30-ft	x	22-ft	fish	
hold	converted	to	a	full	blown	service	shop,	make	350	gallons	
of	freshwater	per	day,	and	will	always	quickly	chill	warm	beers	
for	desperate	sailors.
	 Now	for	my	rant.	In	the	same	article	in	which	Illusion	was	
mentioned,	Latitude	made	the	statement	that	we	Americans	
are	the	largest	per	capita	users	of	energy	in	the	world.	I	hear	
that	 statement	 often,	 but	 the	 another	 seldom	 heard	 fact	
should	be	included	in	the	sentence.	We	Americans	are	the	
largest	consumers	of	energy	in	the	world,	but	we're	also	the	
largest	producers	of	world	product!	We	use	25%	of	the	world's	
energy	to	create	29%	of	the	world's	product,	so	it's	a	positive	
ratio.
	 Despite	having	gone	from	purists	to	pigs,	we	hope	to	see	
you	next	year.

Rod	Wagner
M/V	Party	Farm

LaCygne,	Kansas

	 Rod	 —	 Valparaiso	 to	 Patras	 to	 Santa	 Cruz	 on	 a	 Cal	 40	
—	we're	impressed.	As	for	a	90-ft	converted	shrimp	trawler	as	
a	cruising	boat,	that	wouldn't	be	our	first	choice	of	a	ride,	but	
we'd	love	to	have	you	along	on	the	Ha-Ha.	Incidentally,	over	
the	years	we've	learned	that	farmers	tend	to	be	very	success-
ful	cruisers.	And	why	not,	as	they	are	used	to	having	to	make	
major	decisions	on	their	own	and	living	with	the	results,	and	
they	tend	to	be	able	to	fix	anything	with	almost	nothing.
	 As	for	your	old	Cal	40,	we	think	you'll	find	the	following	
letter	to	be	interesting.

⇑⇓ILLUSION'S CURRENT LIFE
	 We	bought	our	Cal	40	Illusion	from	Moore's	Reef	in	Santa	
Cruz	in	1988.	She	is	indeed	hull	#57.
	 Buying	 the	 boat	 was	 a	 very	 peculiar	 exercise.	 She	 had	
no	engine	and	was	otherwise	serving	as	a	shelter	for	some	
homeless	folks.	There	were	three	bullet	holes	in	her	topsides,	
substantial	collision	damage	on	the	bow,	and	various	missing	
parts	—	including	the	mast	step,	table	and	engine.	Ron	Moore	

couldn’t	tell	us	
who	the	owner	
was	 because	
the	 owner	 had	
stipulated	 in	
the	storage	con-
tract	 with	 Ron	
that	 his	 iden-
tify	 would	 not	
be	revealed.	So	
we	 made	 a	 'To	
Whom	 It	 May	
Concern'	 cash	
offer	of	$20,000	
through	Moore.	

We	were	then	contacted	by	yacht	broker	Gary	Helms,	who	
reported	 that	 the	 owner	 had	 contracted	 to	 pay	 him	 a	 6%	
commission	to	sell	Illusion	to	us	because	the	owner	wanted	
to	conceal	his	identity.

Stan Honey has sailed Rod Wagner's old Cal 40 
hard, once hitting a maximum speed of 24 knots.
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Visit our Alameda Sailing Superstore!
730 Buena Vista Ave.  •  510-521-4865

We have 22 stores in Northern California.
Log onto westmarine.com or call 1-800-BOATING

to find the store nearest you.

NEW!

Pure Oceans 

Boat Care Products
West Marine is proud to introduce our new Pure Oceans line, a

new selection of boat care products that have been specifically for-

mulated to be kinder to the environment while delivering perform-

ance that equals less environmentally-friendly formulas. The Pure

Oceans line includes soaps, cleaners and surface care products

that are inherently less toxic, less environmentally persistent, less

bio-accumulative and that degrade to substances with similar

desirable characteristics when compared to ingredients in conven-

tional formulations. Be good to your boat, and be good to the envi-

ronment with West Marine’s new Pure Oceans Boat Care Products.

Cleaner
and

Greener



Rich Wilson knew he needed durable, fast sails when he registered for the

2008-9 Vendée Globe.  In the most grueling Vendée Globe in history, Rich

Wilson put Doyle Vectran inlaid fiber sails through 28,590 miles of

extraordinarily hard use with no problems. 

When not finishing is not an option, Doyle is the choice. Find out more

about Rich Wilson’s journeys and his continuing educational outreach

programs at sitesALIVE.com.

B E T T E R  E N G I N E E R E D  S A I L S

San Francisco
510-523-9411
doylesails.com

Rich Wilson, sailing Great American III,
finished 9th in the 2008-9 Vendée

Globe. Rich is the 2nd American to
ever finish the Vendée Globe. 

PHOTO CREDIT: FRANCOIS VAN MALLEGHEM / DPPI

WHEN NOT FINISHING IS NOT AN OPTION
Authorized Dealers for
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	 Helms	said	it	was	nuts	for	someone	to	pay	him	a	commis-
sion	to	sell	a	boat	he'd	never	seen,	particularly	when	it	was	a	
cash	offer	with	no	contingencies.	Helms'	pointed	out	that	all	
the	secrecy	might	indicate	that	there	was	a	lien	on	the	boat,	
and	recommended	insisting	that	the	title	be	current	and	clear	
of	any	liens.	It	was	clear.	We	still	have	no	idea	who	the	owner	
was	or	why	he	was	so	secretive.
	 Apparently	Peter	Jones	knew	the	previous	owner,	and	said	
he'd	been	sailing	up	from	Panama	when	the	engine	failed.	He	
was	so	tired	of	beating	so	much	that	he	had	the	boat	trucked	
to	Moore's	Reef.
	 Hull	#57	has	always	been	named	Illusion.	She	was	origi-
nally	owned	by	Bus	Mosbacher,	famous	for	being	the	helms-
man	on	the	12	Meter	Weatherly,	and	Vince	Monte-Sano.	They	
apparently	did	very	well	racing	the	boat	for	the	New	York	YC,	
so	there	is	a	half	hull	model	of	Illusion	on	the	wall	in	the	model	
room	there.	Illusion's	hull	was	originally	black.
	 Bizzy	Monte-Sano,	Vince’s	son,	once	came	to	South	Beach	
Yacht	Harbor	in	San	Francisco	to	see	the	boat,	and	he	told	us	
countless	stories	of	her	early	life	—	including	why	there	was	
an	extensive	repair	on	the	starboard	side.	Apparently,	when	
they	passed	too	close	behind	a	barge	in	light	air,	the	eddy	
sucked	them	in	and	the	two	vessels	banged	around	for	some	
time.	Bizzy	said	that	the	barge	tender	wasn’t	very	helpful	—	he	
just	yelled	at	them	and	hit	them	with	his	mop.	Bizzy,	by	the	
way,	is	now	the	attorney	who	represents	the	New	York	YC	in	
the	America's	Cup	mess.
	 I	haven't	been	able	to	sail	Illusion	as	much	as	I'd	like	re-
cently,	as	I've	been	navigator	on	Groupama	3,	Franck	Cammas'	
100-ft	maxi	trimaran.	She's	quite	a	boat.	We	just	finished	a	
training	trip	from	Lorient,	France,	to	Istanbul,	Turkey.	In	July	
we'll	be	going	after	the	TransAtlantic	record,	and	in	November	
we'll	make	an	attempt	on	the	Jules	Verne	around	the	world	
record.

Stan	Honey
Illusion,	Cal	40

Palo	Alto

	 Readers	—	The	part	Honey	left	out	is	how	many	races	he's	
won	with	 Illusion.	Unfortunately,	we'd	need	another	couple	
of	pages	to	list	them	all.	Among	the	most	significant	were	the	
Singlehanded	TransPac	overall	in	1994,	and	two	Pacific	Cups,	
sailing	doublehanded	with	Sally,	in	1990	and	1996.	In	the	lat-
ter,	Illusion	got	to	Hawaii	in	11	days,	5	hours,	which	is	faster	
than	any	other	fully	crewed	Cal	40	has	ever	gotten	to	Hawaii	
since	these	boats	started	racing	there	in	TransPac	in	1967.	

⇑⇓30 YEARS AND COUNTING
	 Latitude	 recently	 asked	 to	 hear	 from	 boatowners	 who	

have 	 owned	 the	
same	boat	 for	more	
than	 30	 years.	 As	
of	 February,	 I	 have	
owned	Heathcliff,	my	
Catalina	 27,	 for	 30	
years.	In	recent	years	
I've	mostly	raced	her	
in	 club	 races	 with	
my	 teenage	 daugh-
ters,	Bonnie,	14,	and	
Jessica,	 12.	 In	 the	
March	issue,	you	re-
ported	that	we	took	
second	place	 out	 of	

15	boats	in	PHRF	5	in	the	Corinthian	YC	Midwinters.	

'Over 30 Ed' near Diamond Head with Bon-
nie and Jessica, his two sailing daughters.
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COME VISIT COYOTE POINT MARINA:
The Peninsula's Complete Recreational Destination!

BERTHING

➥	 Slips	to	40'	available
➥	 22'	inside	ties	for	$85	per	mo.
➥	 Multihull	side	ties	available
➥	 Check	out	our	rates!

COYOTE POINT RECREATIONAL AREA – HOME TO:

FUEL DOCK & PUMP OUT

➥	 Open	7	days	per	week
➥	 Gas	and	diesel	available
➥	 Check	our	prices
➥	 Free	pump	outs

COME FOR A VISIT – WE THINK YOU'LL STAY
Call us and mention this ad for a FREE One Night Guest Berth

COYOTE POINT MARINA	~	1900	Coyote	Point	Drive	•	San	Mateo

650.573.2594

•	Coyote	Point	Marina
•	Poplar	Creek	Golf	Course
•	Coyote	Point	Park
•	Captain's	House	Conference	Center
•	Beach,	Picnic	&	BBQ	Areas

•	Coyote	Point	Yacht	Club
•	Dominic's	Restaurant
•	Magic	Mountain	Playground
•	Coyote	Point	Museum
•	Shoreline	Trail
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GREAT
WEATHER!

Multihull 
side ties available 

up to 40 ft.

JULY
LIEN SALE
Date TBA

Soon!
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	 Last	summer,	the	three	of	us	sailed	to	Hawaii,	Maui,	Molo-
kai	and	Oahu	on	another	boat,	but	that's	another	story.

Ed	Hoff
Heathcliff,	Catalina	27

Brisbane	Marina

⇑⇓I'M A MEMBER OF THE OVER 50 CLUB
	 How	about	 an	 'Over	 50	Club'?	 I've	 enjoyed	 reading	 the	
letters	about	the	'Over	30	Club',	for	people	who	have	owned	
the	same	boat	for	over	30	years.	I'm	even	a	member.
	 But	I'm	curious	to	how	many	members	there	might	be	in	an	
'Over	50	Club'.	I've	owned	my	74-ft	Belknap	and	Payne	schoo-
ner	Viveka	since	1957.	Like	most	of	the	club	members,	I've	had	
many	good	memories,	some	great	adventures,	and	very	few	
regrets.	I	left	San	Francisco	aboard	Viveka	in	'65	and	headed	

to	 Hawaii.	
In	'89	I	left	
Hawaii	 to	
do	 a	 cir -
cumnavi-
gation,	 ar-
riving	back	
i n 	 S a n	
Francisco	
Bay	in	'96.	
There	 are	
too	 many	
good	 sto-

ries,	of	course,	spread	over	all	those	years	to	tell	now,	but	
let	me	say	that	I	still	enjoy	my	old	girl.	And	although	I'm	87	
years	old,	I	still	live	aboard.
	 Another	member	to	the	club	should	be	my	friend	of	about	
50	years,	Ron	McCannon,	who	has	owned	his	boat,	the	82-ft	
M	Class	Pursuit,	berthed	in	Sausalito,	for	close	to	50	years.
	 I	look	forward	to	reading	about	other	'Over	50	Club'	mem-
bers,	and	might	suggest	that	we	all	get	together	sometime.

Merl	Petersen
Viveka,	Belknap	&	Payne	Schooner

Richmond

	 Merl	—	It	never	crossed	our	minds	there	could	be	an	'Over	
50	Club',	but	yeah,	we'd	like	to	hear	from	any	other	members.	
By	the	way,	we	can	remember	kicking	around	the	Ala	Wai	in	
the	mid-'80s,	listening	to	all	the	skeptics	poo-poo	your	plans	
to	refit	Viveka	and	circumnavigate.	You	must	have	gotten	more	
than	a	little	satisfaction	from	proving	them	wrong.

⇑⇓IRIDIUM CALLS CAN RACK UP THE FEES
	 I'm	having	trouble	finding	out	how	much	it	costs	to	call	
an	Iridium	phone.	I	thought	you	might	know.

John	Defoe
Debra,	Tartan	37

Laurel,	MD

	 John	—	It	all	depends	on	how	you	make	the	call,	but	be	care-
ful,	because	if	you	do	it	the	wrong	way	you'll	quickly	go	broke.	
The	smart	way	to	do	it	is	to	call	Iridium's	number	in	Arizona,	
which	is	(480)	768-2500,	at	which	point	you'll	be	prompted	for	
the	number	of	the	Iridium	phone	you	wish	to	call.	The	cost	to	
you	will	be	whatever	your	local	provider	charges	you	to	make	
a	call	to	Arizona,	which	shouldn't	be	too	much.	Or,	you	can	call	
the	 Iridium	phone	direct,	which	All	Roads	Communications,	
the	Iridium	dealer	in	San	Diego,	says	can	cost	"up	to	$20	a	
minute."	Let	us	repeat,	if	you	don't	go	through	Iridium's	number	
in	Arizona,	a	direct	call	to	an	Iridium	phone	can	cost	you	up	to	
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Merl Petersen's 'Viveka', which he's owned since '57.
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See our website www.harken.com for our complete line of sailing gear.

Style. Fit. Performance.

S A I L I N G  G E A R
1251 E. Wisconsin Ave., Pewaukee, WI 53072

Tel: 262-691-3320;  Fax: 262-691-3008  Email: harken@harken.com
Web: www.harkensailinggear.com

Style. Fit. Performance.



314 Tideway Dr., Alameda, CA 94501
www.helmsyacht.com
(510) 865-2511

YACHT SALES INC.

NEW SEAWIND 1160
Seawind's brand new 38-ft sailing cat, the Seawind 
1160, has just been launched and is proving to be an 
immediate success. The new Seawind 1160 combines 
some of the best features of the earlier Seawind 1000 
and Seawind 1200 sailing catamarans. Winner of 
Cruising World's 2007 Boat of the Year.

M U L T I H U L L S

Northern California

since 1984

SEAWIND 1000 XL
The Seawind 1000 is Australia's most successful cruis-
ing catamaran, with the unique combined saloon and 
cockpit. This model has sailed all around the globe with 
many offshore passages successfully sailed including 
through the South Pacific, Hawaii and Alaska.

Southern California

West Coast 
Multihulls

1053 Rosecrans, San Diego, CA 92106
www.westcoastmultihulls.com 
kurt@westcoastmultihulls.com

(619) 571-3513

As seen at
Strictly Sail 

Pacific

314 Tideway Dr., Alameda, CA 94501
www.helmsyacht.com
(510) 865-2511

YACHT SALES INC.

M U L T I H U L L S

Northern California Southern California

West Coast 
Multihulls

1053 Rosecrans, San Diego, CA 92106
www.westcoastmultihulls.com 
kurt@westcoastmultihulls.com

(619) 571-3513

B R O K E R A G E

CORSAIR
DASH 750
First one 
to land in 
the U.S.!

PDQ 32 ALTAIR Catamaran, 2000
Luxury fit-out in a smaller package.

SEAWIND 1000, 2001
Ready to cruise. $169,000.

GLACIER BAY 3010, 2008
$175,000.

CORSAIR F-31R, 1999
Great performer. $99,000.

38' POLYCON Catamaran
$45,000.

CORSAIR F-27, 1994
Go fast have fun.

JUST LISTED! SEAWIND 1000, 2001
Loaded with equipment. Call for details.

FISHER 37, 1979
$82,500

VENTURER 38
POWER CAT

CORSAIR SPRINT 750
2 starting at $59,000.

CUSTOM 40’ CRUISING TRIMARAN
Call Rod for details at (619) 866-7245.

NEW! CORSAIR DASH 750
Boat Show Special $56,990.
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REDUCED

NEW
Demo Day

May 9, San Diego
Details online
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$20	a	minute!
	 Folks	who	receive	calls	on	their	Iridium	phones	are	charged	
$1.64/minute.
	 We	think	Iridium	phones	are	a	tremendous	safety	aid,	but	
have	to	be	used	wisely	in	order	not	to	rack	up	huge	bills.

⇑⇓"EH, SHE'S NOT ALL THAT"
	 I've	 been	 sailing	 in	 Southeast	 Asia	 until	 recently,	 so	 I	
got	a	little	behind	on	my	reading	of	 'Lectronic	and	Latitude.	

Having	now	read	the	January	
'Lectronic	 item	where	 you	 re-
ported	 that	 Russian	 oligarch	
Roman	 Abramovich	 had	 his	
girlfriend	as	the	only	passen-
ger	on	his	private	Boeing	767	
from	St.	Martin	in	the	Carib-
bean	to	Moscow,	I	can	tell	you	
that	you	missed	the	California	
angle	to	that	story.	Unless	Ro-
man	was	fooling	around	with	
a	new	girlfriend	—	something	
his	 first	 wife	 accused	 him	 of	
doing	—	the	girlfriend	he	put	
on	a	plane	that	is	more	typi-
cally	configured	to	carry	up	to	
375	 passengers	 was	 Daria	
Zhukhova.	While	I	never	met	
Daria	myself,	one	of	my	room-
mates	 at	 UC	 Santa	 Barbara	
had	a	Slavic	Studies	class	with	
her.	 Although	 Daria	 went	 on	
to	become	a	model,	I	have	to	
be	 honest,	 there	 were	 about	

1,000	California	girls	at	UCSB	that	I	found	more	attractive	
when	I	was	there.

Jeffrey	Jensen
Los	Angeles

	 Jeffrey	—	Daria	is	actually	something	of	a	California	Girl	
herself,	having	moved	from	Moscow	to	Santa	Barbara	at	age	
10	with	her	microbiologist	mother.	UCSB	is	apparently	a	much	
more	challenging	school	now	than	in	the	'60s	when	we	attended	
classes	between	protesting	and	surfing,	so	we	tip	our	hat	to	
Daria	 for	 graduating	 with	 honors.	 She's	 now	 reputed	 to	 be	
the	queen	of	the	art	scene	in	Moscow,	in	part	because	Roman	
reportedly	bought	her	two	paintings	worth	$50	million	each.

⇑⇓HISTORIC CIRCUMNAVIGATION CELEBRATION
	 I'd	like	to	let	everyone	know	that	there	will	be	a	25th	anni-
versary	celebration	of	American	Marvin	Creamer's	30,000-mile	
circumnavigation	without	the	use	of	any	navigation	instru-
ments.	For	those	of	you	who	never	heard,	and	many	didn't,	
it's	correct.	Creamer	and	his	crew	went	around	aboard	his	
Brewer	35	Globe	Star	without	a	compass,	sextant,	timepiece	
or	any	electronic	navigation	device.	Creamer,	now	a	spry	93	
years	young,	and	still	the	owner	of	a	17-ft	sailboat,	will	be	in	
attendance	at	the	celebration	in	New	Jersey.
	 To	recap,	prior	to	his	unique	circumnavigation,	Creamer	
had	considerable	ocean	experience.	He'd	sailed	his	30-ft	ketch	
Scotia	from	New	Jersey	to	Bermuda	twice,	from	New	Jersey	
to	the	Azores	twice,	from	New	Jersey	to	England	and	back,	
and	from	New	Jersey	to	Ireland	and	back,	doing	the	latter	
return	trip	without	navigation	instruments.	After	selling	Sco-
tia,	Creamer	purchased	the	39-ft	cutter	Navstar,	and	in	'80	
sailed	from	New	Jersey	to	Dakar,	Africa.	His	return	trip,	via	

Roman Abramovich and UCSB 
grad Daria Zhukhova, who is the 
art queen of Moscow, strolling 
the docks in St. Barth.
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Lease Deals 

• Up to 15 Years • 
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• electricity

• deli facilities

• fire fighting system

•waste disposal

• fuel dock

• 24/7 security

• wi-fi

ASK FOR 
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SPECIALS!
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Whether you are replacing one
stanchion or upgrading your entire
boat, we manufacture a complete line
of stanchions, bases and gates.

• Stanchion tubes available in 
3 different tip styles

• Stanchions and gates can 
be made removable or with 
fixed bases. 

Quality stanchions and gates from Garhauer 

M A R I N E   H A R D W A R E

GREAT
GEAR

1082 West Ninth Street, Phone: (909) 985-9993   email: garhauer@garhauermarine.com
Upland, California 91786 FAX: (909) 946-3913 http://www.garhauermarine.com

GREAT
GEAR
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the	Cape	Verde	Islands	and	Bermuda,	was	without	the	use	
of	traditional	navigational	instruments.	
	 By	early	'84,	Creamer	had	made	eight	Atlantic	crossings,	
three	times	without	navigation	instruments,	but	still	hadn't	
achieved	his	ultimate	goal	of	circumnavigating	without	navi-
gation	aids.	So	in	'83	he	purchased	the	36-ft	Globe	Star,	and	

took	 off	 on	 May	
17, 	 1984. 	 He	
would	 have	 dif-
ferent	 crew	 for	
the	various	legs.	
The	boat's	course	
took	 her	 to	 Da-
kar,	Cape	Town,	
Australia,	 New	
Zealand,	 Cape	
Horn,	 the	 Falk-
land	Islands,	the	
Cape 	 Verdes ,	
Bermuda,	 and	
back	 to	 Cape	
May.	 Creamer	

was	out	for	18	months	before	he	returned;	11.5	of	them	were	
spent	at	sea.
	 During	 his	 circumnavigation,	 Creamer	 gleaned	 much	
additional	knowledge	about	navigating	by	nature	alone.	He	
discovered	that	he	could	depend	entirely	on	the	sun,	moon	
and	stars	—	if	 they	were	visible.	After	a	 lot	of	practice,	he	
was	just	as	aware	of	his	longitude	as	was	an	18th	century	
mariner,	so	he	had	only	to	sail	down	a	parallel	of	latitude	for	
landfall.	In	overcast	and	stormy	weather,	he	studied	currents	
and	wind	patterns.	But	he	also	found	that	the	composition	
and	color	of	the	sea,	cloud	formations,	the	horizon,	drifting	
objects,	and	different	types	of	birds	or	insects	were	valuable	
sources	of	 information.	Creamer	obtained	his	 latitudes	by	
identifying	a	star	with	known	declination	that	happened	to	
transit	directly	overhead.	
	 On	one	occasion,	a	squeaking	hatch	served	as	a	naviga-
tional	aid.	Creamer	had	lost	direction	in	a	prolonged	dead	
calm.	With	no	visible	stars	or	currents	to	guide	him,	he	could	
do	little	more	than	sit	and	wait.	When	the	wind	finally	began	
to	blow,	a	crewmember	moved	the	hatch	cover,	which	made	a	
loud	squeaking	noise.	Deductive	reasoning	told	Creamer	that	
dry	air	coming	off	Antarctica	had	caused	the	squeak.	Moist	air	
would	have	lubricated	the	track.	Following	the	direction	of	the	
dry	air,	Globe	Star	was	able	to	get	back	on	course.	Creamer	
was	68	years	old	at	the	time	of	his	feat.

Phillip	Miller
Turnersville,	New	Jersey

	 Readers	 —	 We're	 not	 sure	 the	 unusual	 circumnavigation	
got	much	publicity	25	years	ago,	so	we're	pleased	to	be	able	
to	make	sure	all	our	readers	here	about	it	now.	Find	out	more	
at	www.globestar.org.	Well	done,	Creamer!

⇑⇓IT'S EASY WITH A CAT
	 We	read	with	interest	the	April	letter	wondering	why	few	
boats	show	a	black	ball	when	anchored	during	the	day.	In	
all	our	cruising	from	England	to	the	South	Pacific,	the	only	
cruisers	we've	seen	regularly	hoist	the	black	ball	are	a	British	
couple.	They	did	it	because	they	knew	of	an	incident,	which	I	
think	happened	in	Bermuda,	where	a	cruise	ship	lost	steerage	
in	the	harbor	and	damaged	several	cruising	boats.	The	insur-
ance	company	refused	to	pay	for	the	damages	to	the	cruising	
boats	that	had	not	been	showing	a	black	ball.	Sounds	like	

Creamer circumnavigated without using any 
navigation instruments, although in case of 
emergency, a full set was locked in a lazerette.
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BOAT SLIPS AND
GUEST DOCKING
NOW AVAILABLE

36’ to 60’

Guest Reservations: 415.705.5556
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the	work	of	weasels,	no?
	 The	problem	becomes	how	to	know	if	you're	in	a	designated	
anchorage,	where	such	balls	are	not	required.	Are	designated	
anchorages	the	ones	with	little	anchor	shapes	on	the	charts?	
Or	are	they	the	ones	referenced	as	such	in	the	pilots?
	 We're	 also	 writing	 in	 response	 to	 your	 report	 on	 Scott	
and	Cindy	Stolnitz	successfully	careening	their	Marina	del	
Rey-based	Switch	51	Beach	House	near	Bahia	del	Sol	in	El	
Salvador,	and	Latitude's	request	for	others	who	have	done	it.	
We've	intentionally	careened	our	'puddy	tat'	twice	—	once	in	
Shallow	Bay	in	New	Zealand's	Bay	of	Islands,	and	last	year	
near	Mele	on	Efate	Island,	Vanuatu.	On	our	way	to	Efate,	a	
large	wave	train	from	the	stern	knocked	off	a	piece	of	wood	
for	the	engine	cover	under	the	bridgedeck,	resulting	in	a	leak.	
So	we	went	to	the	village	and	asked	permission	to	careen	our	
boat.	Permission	was	granted,	so	we	brought	her	on	the	beach	
and	made	repairs.
	 We	unintentionally	 found	ourselves	 'careened'	when	we	
spent	the	night	in	an	anchorage	in	Panama's	Perlas	Islands	
when	the	tide	went	out	—	and	it	really	does	go	out	on	the	
Pacific	side	of	Panama.	But	no	worries,	by	morning	we	were	
afloat	again	with	plenty	of	water.
	 Careening	is	a	useful	trick	when	boatowners	need	to	make	
quick	repairs,	especially	where	boatyards	are	scarce.	Here	in	
the	South	Pacific,	the	tidal	ranges	aren't	that	great	so	you	have	
to	pick	your	spots	carefully.	With	our	cat	we	have	to	be	care-
ful	not	to	overstress	our	rudder	posts,	as	they	extend	deeper	
than	our	hulls	and	could	be	damaged	if	too	much	weight	were	
put	upon	them.	So	we	look	for	a	flat,	shallow,	sandy	bottom	
on	which	to	careen.	Monohulls	can	also	be	careened,	but	it's	
not	ideal	unless	they	have	twin	keels	or	carry	'legs'.	The	ease	
of	careening	is	one	of	the	many	advantages	of	cruising	in	a	
cat.

David	and	Susanne	Ames
Cheshire,	Spindrift	40

Olympia,	Washington	/	Whangarei,	New	Zealand

	 Readers	—	While	in	La	Paz	last	month,	we	met	up	with	Da-
vid	and	Sylvie	Cherry	Poole,	England-based	vintage	Cantana	
40	cat	Puddy	Tat.	They	reported	that	they'd	just	successfully	
careened	their	cat	on	the	magote.

⇑⇓CAREENING OUR BOAT WAS NOTHING BUT FUN
	 You	asked	for	responses	from	people	with	experience	ca-
reening	their	boats.	We	were	sailing	Seminole	from	Tauranga	
to	Auckland	29	years	ago	when	we	were	quickly	overtaken	
by	a	nasty	squall.	We	were	running	off	quite	broad	when	it	
slammed	us	but	 I	managed	 to	get	 the	sails	down.	When	 I	
looked	aft,	though,	I	was	stunned	to	see	my	boomkin	wiggling	
up	and	down.	When	I	checked	over	the	side,	the	boomkin	at-
tachment	point	at	the	waterline	was	hanging	by	only	one	of	
the	four	bolts.	We	quickly	rigged	the	genoa	halyard	aft	to	a	
solid	point,	and	cranked	it	up	tight.	With	the	rig	temporarily	
safe,	we	turned	on	the	engine.
	 I	went	below	into	the	stern	and	could	see	there	was	no	
water	coming	in	where	the	bolts	were,	so	we	were	safe	there,	
too.	Nonetheless,	we	decided	to	head	 into	a	deep	bay	that	
was	a	few	miles	farther	north	so	we	could	find	good	holding	
ground	to	anchor	and	sort	out	the	problem.	With	big	tides,	
we	were	sure	we	could	just	slip	in	carefully,	rest	Seminole	on	
her	bottom,	and	let	the	tide	go	out.	It	was	almost	high	water,	
so	it	seemed	reasonable	to	do.
	 Since	we'd	never	attempted	to	careen	a	boat	before,	it	was	
a	complete	adventure.	As	 the	 tide	went	out,	we	sat	 in	 the	
cockpit	and	waited.	Within	a	few	hours	we	were	leaning	to	
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starboard	more	and	more.	The	bay	was	dead	flat	calm,	and	
as	time	went	on	Seminole	gently	laid	on	her	side	in	the	sandy	
mud.	Before	long,	we	were	over	the	side	and	wading	around	
in	the	mud	inspecting	the	damage.	The	heads	of	three	of	the	
four	silicon	bronze	bolts	were	ripped	right	off.	Since	 I	had	
built	the	boat,	there	were	lots	of	spare	bits	and	pieces	in	her	
lockers,	and	as	soon	as	the	pad	broke	the	surface,	we	began	
the	fix.	After	punching	out	the	old	bolts,	we	replaced	them	
with	some	stainless	ones	with	hex	heads	and	washers,	which	
didn't	look	as	nice,	but	were	much	stronger	than	the	carriage	
heads	that	had	failed.	A	little	5200	made	them	watertight.	By	
then	we	were	fully	lying	on	the	bottom,	with	about	two	feet	of	
water	still	around	the	boat.	We	shut	all	the	hatches,	ports,	
and	vents	and	waded	to	the	shore.
	 We	took	a	walk	along	the	bay	shore	and	found	a	nice	little	
home	with	two	wonderful	people	living	there.	When	they	found	
out	we'd	careened	our	boat	in	their	bay,	they	invited	us	in.	We	
were	served	tea	and	scones	with	fresh	blackberries.	After	a	
nice	conversation	we	headed	back	to	the	beach	near	the	boat.	
With	very	little	effort	we	dug	up	fifty	or	sixty	pipis,	the	fine	
little	cherrystone	clams	they	have	in	New	Zealand.	A	trip	to	
the	nearby	rocks	also	provided	a	number	of	fat	mussels	and	
oysters.	A	few	bits	of	driftwood	made	a	small	fire,	and	when	
there	were	coals,	we	just	threw	in	the	mollusks	and	waited	
until	they	opened.	We	grabbed	the	steaming	shells	with	two	
little	sticks	and	ate	the	meat	inside.
	 By	 early	 evening	 we	 could	 see	 the	 tide	 coming	 up.	 We	
waded	back	out	to	the	boat,	climbed	aboard,	and	waited	for	
the	bay	to	rise	to	the	occasion.	Almost	without	a	sound,	we	
were	slowly	returned	to	upright,	then	floating.	We	hauled	in	
the	anchor	and	powered	out	of	the	bay	to	continue	our	trip	
north.	No	disaster.	In	fact,	nothin'	but	fun.
	 Those	were	the	days.	Leaving	New	Zealand	later	in	the	year,	
we	were	wrecked	on	a	tiny	island.	Seminole	is	now	a	fine	home	
for	fish	some	70	feet	down.	But	that's	another	much	longer	
and	more	interesting	story.

Barry	Spanier
ex-Seminole,	38-ft	double-ender

Maui

⇑⇓THE SAILING'S GREAT IN SOUTHERN OREGON
	 Greetings	from	our	sailing	venue,	Klamath	Lake,	which	is	
250	miles	up	the	Klamath	River	at	43°	north.	The	Klamath	
YC	is	casting	a	wider	net	this	year,	inviting	sailors	to	some	of	
the	best	lake	sailing/racing/cruising	in	the	West.	Folks	might	
want	to	join	us	over	the	Fourth	of	July	for	our	annual	regatta.	

Or	 come	 a	 little	 earlier	 for	 a	
couple	 of	 long	 distance	 races,	
upwards	of	50	miles.	The	lon-
gest	one	features	an	overnight	
stop	at	a	spring-fed	campsite	for	
a	raft-up	or	shore-based	accom-
modation,	 perfect	 for	 a	 great	
party.	 The	 other	 is	 a	 nonstop	
race	 up	 the	 lake	 and	 back	 in	
what	usually	are	terrific	winds.	
For	more	details,	folks	can	visit	
www.klamathyachtclub.org

Jim	&	Stephanie	Carpenter
Staff	Commodores,	KYC
Windhorse,	Catalina	27

Berkeley	YC

	 Readers	—	Klamath	Lake	 is	28	miles	by	3	miles,	and	 is	
located	in	southern	Oregon,	about	100	miles	north	of	Redding.	

Klamath Lake, Oregon, calling 
all lake sailors.
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The	club	holds	races	from	early	April	until	the	middle	of	August.	
Based	on	the	photos	in	the	club's	website,	there	are	some	hot	
boats,	such	as	Farrier	trimarans	and	Express	27s.	Lake	sailors,	
check	it	out!

⇑⇓AS IN 'LEG'
	 In	response	to	Bill	Nyden's	question	in	the	March	issue	of	
Latitude	regarding	the	correct	pronunciation	of	Vito	Dumas'	
boat,	I	would	inform	him	that	the	pronunciation	is	the	same	
as	'leg',	as	in	right	or	left	leg.	I	spent	almost	a	year	in	Argen-
tina	in	the	mid-'70s	aboard	Gaucho,	my	56-ft	ketch,	which	
was	built	in	Tigre,	Argentina,	to	a	Manuel	Campos	design.	
She	was	very	similar	to	Dumas'	Lehg	II.
	 After	purchasing	Gaucho	from	Ernesto	Uriburu,	her	origi-
nal	owner,	in	'65,	we	sailed	her	through	the	Caribbean	to	the	
Galapagos	and	then	on	to	San	Francisco.	I	rebuilt	her	here.	
In	'72,	we	sailed	Gaucho	to	Argentina	via	the	Canal,	Europe	
and	the	South	Atlantic	to	Buenos	Aires.	My	daughters	Jody	
and	Lauren,	who	were	five	and	seven	at	the	time	of	departure,	
did	the	trip	with	me.	My	wife	and	their	mother	had	died	in	
'69	before	the	start	of	the	voyage.
	 While	 in	 Argentina,	 we	 witnessed	 the	 rebuilding	 of	 the	
famous	Lehg.	The	shipwrights	who	did	the	restoration	gave	
me	the	main	frame	of	Lehg,	which	was	signed	by	them.	I	still	
have	it.
	 I	 enjoyed	 many	 wonderful	 conversations	 with	 Campos	
and	was	fortunate	to	be	able	to	get	to	know	him	well.	I	was	
also	able	to	somewhat	understand	the	rather	mysterious	Vito	
Dumas.

Tony	Badger
Kingfish,	Fisher	37

Sausalito

	 Readers	—	For	those	who	missed	it,	Dumas	is	famous	for	
his	singlehanded	circumnavigation	of	the	Southern	Ocean	from	
Buenos	Aires	aboard	his	31-ft	ketch	Lehg	II	in	'42,	at	the	height	
of	WWII.	He	was	the	first	man	to	singlehand	around	all	three	
great	capes,	including	Cape	Horn.

⇑⇓SHE WAS A CREAM PUFF
	 Latitude's	February	article	about	the	Bristol	32	Sand	Dollar	
brought	back	some	memories	for	my	husband	and	me,	as	we	
had	tried	to	buy	her	when	she	was	for	sale	in	Alameda	10	or	
more	years	ago.	We	made	an	offer	on	her,	but	the	then-owners	
changed	their	minds	and	took	her	off	the	market.	She	was	a	
cream	puff,	so	we	were	very	disappointed.
	 The	rest	of	this	coincidental	story	is	that	we	also	had	a	
stopover	at	Johnston	Atoll.	We	were	flying	to	Majuro,	where	
the	Stubers	are	now,	to	sail	with	friends	who	were	at	that	time	
doing	aquaculture	in	the	Marshall	Islands.	Our	flight	made	
a	scheduled	stop	at	Johnston,	but	to	our	amazement	—	this	
was	'89	—	no	one	was	allowed	to	leave	the	aircraft,	and	fully	
armed	military	personnel	drove	around	the	plane	in	Jeeps	
wearing	gas	masks!	We're	certainly	happy	to	hear	that	the	
military	have	departed	and	the	birds	have	returned.
	 We	very	much	enjoyed	reading	Katie's	story,	and	wish	them	
smooth	sailing	on	their	beautiful	Sand	Dollar!

Alice	Weston	&	Andy	Kopetzky
Marina	del	Rey,	California

⇑⇓YOU DON'T NEED A SHRINK — JUST GO SAILING
	 Do	I	need	a	shrink,	or	is	it	these	boats	that	are	driving	me	
crazy?
	 Our	Islander	Freeport	40	Harmony	has	served	us	well	over	
the	years,	so	it	was	not	surprising	that	we	had	to	do	a	little	
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work	on	her.	So	here	we	sit	in	the	work	yard	in	San	Carlos,	
Mexico.	I	call	this	place	the	Yard	of	Tears,	for	not	only	do	you	
see	grown	men	crying	over	their	frozen	engines	and	blown	
out	whatevers,	but	it's	also	where	we	store	our	beloveds	—	or	
even	bid	them	a	last	adieu.	Usually	the	wives	patiently	wait	
while	the	captain	screws	down	the	hatch	for	the	last	time,	
sobbing	and	sobbing.
	 My	boatyard	neighbor	and	I	are	both	Geminis,	so	I	suppose	
it's	not	surprising	that	we	each	did	the	same	thing.	Unfortu-
nately,	the	same	thing	is	that	we	singlehandedly	froze	up	the	
diesels	on	our	boats.	My	neighbor	did	it	by	closing	his	cockpit	
drain	and	allowing	rainwater	to	fill	up	and	overflow	into	his	
engine.	As	for	me,	while	repairing	my	exhaust	system,	I	al-
lowed	water	to	enter	into	a	cylinder	through	a	leaking	gasket.	
It's	part	 of	my	 freshwater	 cooling	 system.	Funny,	after	 all	
those	miles	on	the	ocean,	I	get	water	in	my	engine	while	I'm	
sitting	in	the	middle	of	a	desert!	My	neighbor	and	I	were	able	
to	 free	our	engines	after	taking	them	apart.	He's	opted	for	
a	new	engine	and	transmission.	I,	on	the	other	hand,	have	
naturally	decided	to	patch	mine	back	together.
	 My	wife	Virginia	says	it	all	reminds	her	of	the	AARP	maga-
zine	article	she	read	about	actor	Dustin	Hoffman.	After	all	of	
his	successes,	he	apparently	stopped	acting	and	went	into	
a	depression	that	lasted	years.	He	explained	that	he'd	been	
raised	by	parents	who	should	never	have	had	kids,	as	they	
were	never	satisfied	with	his	successes.	Similarly,	even	though	
I'd	probably	achieved	the	pinnacle	of	my	cruising	career	by	
sailing	to	Ecuador	and	back,	when	I	returned	to	our	home	
base,	I	sabotaged	the	engine.	See,	I'm	a	failure	after	all.	Or	is	
it	that	I	made	sure	I	didn't	have	to	face	the	Papagayo	winds	
again?	Maybe	I	hadn't	really	processed	those	50-knot	winds	
and	violent	seas.	Our	furious	ride	around	Pt.	Blanca,	Costa	
Rica,	also	came	 to	mind	while	 I	was	working	away	on	my	
beautiful	damaged	engine.	We'd	been	so	on	the	edge.	Perhaps	
I'd	had	enough	at	that	point,	even	though	there	were	still	more	
than	1,500	miles	to	go.	So	when	we	finally	finished,	I	killed	
my	loyal	steed.	Is	that	what	I	did?
	 The	storage	yard	here	has	hundreds	of	boats	 sitting	 in	
various	states	of	disrepair.	Virginia	calls	it	the	Field	of	Dashed	
Dreams.	Each	boat	—	and	they	were	all	once	beautiful	—	was	
somehow	sabotaged,	and	has	now	been	sitting	here,	often	year	
after	year,	in	the	blazing	and	dry	Sonoran	desert	sun,	waiting	
to	be	brought	back	to	life.	Some	will	never	be	reborn.
	 But	wait,	wasn't	it	just	a	mistake?	I	love	cruising!	I	don't	
want	to	stop	cruising!	Hey,	wait	a	minute,	a	few	parts	and	
we'll	be	off	again,	away	from	the	Yard	of	Tears	and	off	to	the	
idyllic	anchorages	and	calm	seas	that	I	know	are	waiting	for	
me.

Capt.	Rob	&	Virginia	Gleser
Harmony,	Islander	Freeport	40

Alameda

	 Rob	and	Virginia	—	You	know	the	 famous	and	oh-so-ac-
curate	saying	"Men	and	ships	rot	in	port?"	It	seems	to	us	that	
boats	suffer	even	more	when	stored	on	land,	as	there	is	often	
a	sense	of	near	finality	about	it.	We	absolutely	hate	it	when	
one	of	our	boats	is	out	of	the	water.

⇑⇓44 DAYS IN THE WORST PRISON IN EL SALVADOR
	 My	name	is	Albert	Alfred	Eggert,	I'm	56	years	old,	and	I	
have	been	a	sailor	for	most	of	my	life.	I	started	my	most	recent	
cruise	in	August	of	'05	aboard	my	Long	Beach-based	Bayfield	
32	 cutter	 Raven,	 heading	 south	 in	 search	 of	 peace	 and	 a	
warmer	climate.	As	a	result	of	taking	on	water,	I	had	to	stop	
at	Bahia	del	Sol,	El	Salvador,	to	haul	out.	After	I	completed	



1-800-900-6646
   (510) 237-0140 • Fax: (510) 237-2253

Steve taFt, Manager

310 WeSt Cutting Blvd. • Point riChMond, Ca 94804

Online reservations now available at 
www.baymarineboatworks.com

88-TON TRAVELIFT HANDLES UP TO 23’ BEAM!

Full Service Boatyard:
✔  Gas & Diesel enGine service
✔  Mast & riGGinG repair
✔  sanDblastinG & epoxy coatinGs 
✔  FiberGlass & Gelcoat repairs
✔  UscG cert. WelDers - steel/alUMinUM 
✔  insUrance Work WelcoMe

CoMPlete ProPeller ServiCe

May, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 51

✔  coMplete propeller shop
✔  electrical repair & installation 
✔  FiberGlass blister Work 
✔  lpU paintinG 
✔  coMplete Machine shop
✔  shipWriGhts - caUlkinG & carpentry

Y     D
ESIGN

& ENGINEERING

BA

BAY    PROPELLER

HAULOUTS ON  
SHORT NOTICE...CALL US!

generator

SaleS & ServiCe

Marine engineS

SaleS & ServiCe

YOUR NEW

FULL SERVICE

DEALER IN THE

BAY AREA

HAULOUTS 20’ to 80’ 

Photo: latitude 38/Jr



LETTERS

Page 52  •  Latitude 38  •  May, 2009

the	repairs	to	my	boat,	I	met	a	girl	I	liked	a	lot,	and	decided	
to	stay	around	for	awhile	instead	of	following	my	original	plan	
of	continuing	on	to	Costa	Rica.	I	found	the	people	of	Bahia	
del	Sol	to	be	very	friendly	and	mostly	honest,	and	the	cost	of	
living	was	low	enough	to	meet	my	budget.
	 My	girlfriend's	family	is	very	poor,	and	both	her	parents	
are	aging,	so	I	used	a	little	of	my	money	to	improve	the	place	
they	live	in.	I	had	the	floors	done	in	cement,	put	in	windows	
as	there	hadn't	been	any	before,	did	some	tile	work,	and	had	
the	place	painted.	It	made	their	home	much	more	liveable.
	 Everything	was	going	fine	until	early	in	'08,	when	a	man	
named	Santos	Torres	entered	the	picture.	He	owns	a	boat	
repair	yard	and	initially	seemed	like	a	pretty	straight	fellow.	
After	a	few	months,	however,	things	changed	dramatically.	He	
developed	a	belief	that	Americans	are	evil	and	that	we	didn't	
belong	in	El	Salvador.	I	tried	to	distance	myself	from	him,	but	
he	wouldn't	allow	it.
	 One	day	toward	the	end	of	last	February,	I	came	ashore	in	
my	dinghy	to	deliver	some	medicine	to	a	very	sick	friend.	As	I	
pulled	my	dinghy	up	the	beach,	I	was	startled	to	see	Santos,	
who	started	beating	me	with	a	stick.	Had	I	not	protected	my	
head	with	my	right	arm,	he	probably	would	have	killed	me.	As	
it	was,	my	right	arm	was	broken	in	two	places.	I	managed	to	
get	my	dinghy	back	in	the	water,	and	phoned	the	Los	Blancos	
Police	from	the	Bahia	del	Sol	Hotel.
	 The	police	arrested	Santos,	and	I	received	a	notice	to	report	
to	the	court	in	La	Herradura	five	days	later.	Santos	showed	
up	at	the	hearing	with	two	attorneys	while	I	was	there	with	
the	District	Attorney.	The	judge	gave	Santos	provisional	de-
tention,	which	meant	he	had	to	report	to	the	court	every	two	
weeks	to	prove	that	he	was	still	around.
	 Three	weeks	after	that,	I	was	served	with	an	arrest	war-
rant	 accusing	 me	 of	 having	 sunk	 one	 of	 Santos'	 dinghies	
and	doing	$3,000	worth	of	damage	to	his	property.	The	Los	
Blancos	 Police	 conducted	 an	 investigation,	 and	 concluded	
the	accusations	were	false.	Nonetheless,	I	spent	five	days	in	
jail,	because	Santos	had	gone	to	a	higher	jurisdiction.	Even	
though	the	Los	Blancos	Police	knew	I	was	innocent,	they	were	
still	obligated	to	hold	me	until	the	warrant	cleared	the	other	
jurisdiction!
	 Back	in	the	same	La	Herradura	court,	the	same	judge	who	
had	heard	the	case	against	Santos,	heard	the	case	against	
me.	He	refused	to	make	a	ruling,	and	attached	this	new	case	
to	my	broken	arm	case,	which	was	to	be	heard	at	a	later	date.	
I	smelled	a	rat.	The	judge	had	either	been	paid	off	by	Santos	
or	his	family,	or	some	other	force	had	been	brought	to	bear.
	 About	 four	 weeks	 later,	 while	 I	 was	 on	 my	 way	 to	 my	
girlfriend's	house,	Santos	raced	up	alongside	my	slow	mov-
ing	dinghy.	After	stopping,	he	lifted	his	shirt	to	show	me	that	
he	had	a	pistol.	He	said	he	was	going	to	kill	me	real	soon.	
When	I	reported	the	incident	to	the	police,	they	didn't	seem	
interested.	I	saw	my	attorney	the	next	day	and	told	him	what	
happened.	Within	three	hours	a	warrant	was	issued	and	San-
tos	was	arrested	again.	It	was	then	that	I	learned	why	Santos	
had	been	apprehended	so	swiftly.	When	he	was	15	years	old,	
he'd	apparently	shot	and	killed	a	17-year-old	boy	—	while	the	
boy	was	praying	in	church!	Because	he	was	a	minor,	he	only	
spent	two	years	in	prison.	But	he	was	forbidden	from	ever	
owning	or	carrying	a	gun	again.
	 The	next	time	we	showed	up	in	court,	a	judge	from	the	
Supreme	Court	sat	in	place	of	the	local	judge.	Having	reviewed	
the	case	prior	to	the	hearing,	the	judge	sent	Santos	to	jail.	
He	felt	the	local	judge	had	been	unfair	so	he	also	moved	the	
case	to	San	Luis	Talpa.
	 Things	took	a	big	turn	for	the	worse	for	me	on	October	29	
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of	'08,	when	Elisabeth	Torres,	the	mother	of	Santos,	and	some	
of	her	friends,	filed	a	complaint	against	me,	saying	I	had	come	
to	her	house	two	days	before	and	made	threats.	Specifically,	
that	if	I	didn't	get	$10,000	from	them,	I	would	have	her	son	
killed	 in	prison,	and	have	 the	mother	harmed	or	killed	as	
well.	It	was	really	hard	for	me	to	understand	what	was	going	

on,	as	my	Spanish	
is	extremely	limited.	
All	of	these	charges,	
of	course,	were	un-
true.

	 	 Nonetheless,	 I	
received	a	notice	to	
report	 to	 the	 court	
in	La	Herradura	on	
December	 17	 for	 a	
hearing.	The	judge,	
the	 same	 one	 who	
had	 been	 removed	
from	 the	 previous	
case,	 ruled	 that	 I	
was	guilty	of	extor-
tion,	and	sentenced	
me	to	Mariona	Peni-

tentiary.	 I	was	 informed	by	 the	American	Embassy	 that	 it	
could	take	six	months	or	more	before	I	got	another	hearing.
	 Fortunately,	I	was	able	to	get	a	hearing	much	sooner,	or	
I'd	still	be	rotting	away	in	that	ugly	prison.	On	January	29,	I	
was	brought	to	the	court	in	San	Luis	Talpa.	After	reviewing	
the	case,	the	female	judge	said	it	looked	as	though	I	had	fallen	
victim	to	the	Torres	family	once	again.	She	gave	me	house	
arrest	until	a	later	hearing	on	February	5,	at	which	time	I	
was	freed,	and	it	was	as	though	the	charges	had	never	been	
filed.
	 As	for	Santos,	he	faces	14	to	17	years	 in	prison	for	his	
crimes.	 In	addition,	 the	District	Attorney's	Office	has	now	
charged	 Dina	 Elisabeth	 Torres	 with	 false	 testimony,	 false	
imprisonment,	and	extorting	monies	from	me	in	the	sense	I	
had	to	pay	to	defend	myself	against	false	charges.	The	same	
charges	having	been	filed	against	her	witnesses.	It	remains	
to	be	seen	how	much	time,	if	any,	they'll	spend	in	prison.
	 My	advice	for	all	cruisers	headed	this	way	is	to	avoid	the	
El	Salvador	legal	system	at	all	costs.	My	problems	cost	me	
$15,000	and	44	days	in	Mariona	Penitentiary!	I'm	still	here	
only	because	all	the	fluid	I	put	in	my	Yanmar	transmission	
ended	up	 in	 the	bilge,	and	 I	haven't	been	able	 to	find	 the	
source	of	the	leak.	In	addition,	I	discovered	that	I	have	a	leak	
in	my	diesel	tank,	which	was	installed	before	the	engine,	and	
is	therefore	almost	inaccessible.	Nonetheless,	I	have	an	urgent	
need	to	leave	El	Salvador,	as	elections	are	coming	up	soon,	
and	I	believe	that	the	FMLN,	which	is	the	Socialist	Nazi	party,	
will	win	hands	down.	I	don't	want	to	be	in	El	Salvador	when	
that	happens.

Albert	Alfred	Eggert
Raven,	Bayfield	32

Long	Beach

	 Readers	—	Not	being	able	to	get	another	side	of	this	story,	
we	asked	Eggert	to	give	us	the	name	of	somebody	who	could	
vouch	for	his	character,	so	to	speak.	Interestingly	enough,	he	
directed	us	to	a	gentleman	in	Ventura	who	said	that	he	and	
Eggert	have	had	a	number	of	disagreements	over	the	years	
—	but	that	he	nonetheless	"understood"	him.	The	man	described	
Eggert	as	being	a	very	bright	and	talented	person,	but	someone	
who	was	angry	with	the	government	and	didn't	back	down	

Esperanza ("Hope") Prison — aka Mariona 
Prison — in San Salvador, was the scene of 
brutal torture during the Salvadoran Civil War. 
Eggert had to call it 'home' for 44 days.
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with us are planning voyages of their own. There is no better way to prepare.
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from	minor	disagreements	in	cases	where	most	other	people	
would.	He	believes	Eggert's	story,	and	has	talked	with	Isabel,	
Eggert's	lady	friend,	a	number	of	times.
	 In	the	most	recent	update	from	Eggert,	he	reports	that	Santos	
Torres	is	now	out	on	parole	for	medical	reasons.	While	there	
apparently	will	be	a	trial	at	some	point,	Eggert	senses	things	
are	going	"somewhat	sideways"	and	that	it's	hard	for	him	to	
see	that	justice	will	ever	be	served.	Saying	that	he's	"quite	tired	
of	the	whole	issue,"	he	reports	he'll	be	"moving	down	the	line	
with	a	positive	attitude	of	shoot	first	and	sort	out	the	questions	
later."	Oh	dear!
	 As	 Eggert	 feared,	 the	 FMLN,	 which	 he	 described	 as	 the	
Socialist	Nazi	party,	won	the	election	in	March.	Ironically,	the	
new	president	is	Mauricio	Funes,	a	former	television	journalist	
with	high	credentials.	He	took	over	the	FMLN	leadership	in	'07,	
becoming	the	only	party	official	who	had	not	been	part	of	the	
guerilla	movement	during	the	horrible	civil	war	from	1980	to	
1992.	While	the	rest	of	the	FMLN	seems	bent	on	following	the	
dictatorial	socialist	path	of	Hugo	Chavez	in	Venezuela,	Funes	
seems	the	least	radical	of	all.	So	who	knows	what's	going	to	
happen?
	 Two	fun	facts	about	El	Salvador:	One	quarter	of	all	Salvador-
ians	live	in	the	United	States,	and	nearly	18%	of	El	Salvador's	
GDP	comes	from	remittances	from	the	United	States.

⇑⇓OH, IT'S DONE ALL RIGHT
	 Thanks	for	publishing	the	item	about	the	French	thieves	
who	were	caught	after	stealing	the	dinghy	in	St.	Barthélemy,	
French	West	Indies.	I	only	have	one	question,	and	that's	about	
the	editing.	Where	did	the	relatively	new	spelling	and	appar-
ent	pronunciation	of	the	nickname	'St.	Barth'	originate?	Is	it	
a	cruiser	thing?
	 Having	lived	in	the	Caribbean	—	St.	Croix	—	for	over	25	
years,	and	having	first	sailed	 there	 from	San	Francisco	 in	
'68,	St.	Barthélemy	is	now	and	always	has	been	referred	to	
as	'St.	Barts'	—	Bart	being	the	nickname	for	Bartholomew,	
the	 anglicization	 of	Barthélemy.	 Just	 as	 the	nickname	 for	
Christopher	is	Kitt,	which	is	why	the	island	of	St.	Christopher	
is	called	'St.	Kitts'.	
	 St.	Barthélemy	has	always	been	referred	to	as	'St.	Barts'.	
Even	the	name	of	the	one	of	the	island's	official	websites	is	

called	 St.	 Barts	 Is-
land	Online	and	 the	
first	line	of	the	text	on	
the	 site	 states,	 "On	
the	island	of	St.	Barts	
.	.	.	."	Although	I	see	
'St.	Barth'	written	in	
stateside	 mags	 and	
even	 interspersed	 in	
Caribbean	 pieces,	
Engl ish-speaking	
West	 Indians	 and	
resident	continentals	
call	it	'St.	Barts',	and	

I	don't	think	it	will	ever	change	no	matter	how	many	times	
it	is	published	otherwise.	You	changed	St.	Barts	to	St.	Barth	
in	my	letter,	and	I	admit	puzzlement.	My	friends	in	the	Ca-
ribbean	won't	understand	what	came	over	me	to	refer	to	St.	
Barts	as	St.	Barth.	It	would	be	as	if	I	pronounced	Antigua,	
"An-tee-gwa"	—	it	just	ain't	done.

Joe	Russell
On	Assignment	in	the	Caribbean

	
	 Joe	—	We're	sorry	to	have	to	disagree	with	you,	but	it	cer-
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St. Barthélemy 'is now and always has been' 
referred to as 'St. Barth' — by the French.
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tainly	"is	done."	English-speaking	visitors	do	use	the	nickname	
St.	Barts.	Indeed,	when	Jimmy	Buffett	sings	Autour	de	Rocher,	
about	the	little	disco/hotel	he	used	to	co-own	on	the	island,	he	
refers	to	"the	old	St.	Barts."	But	it	is	a	French	island,	and	the	
French	nickname	has	always	been	St.	Barth,	so	that's	what	
we	use.	Indeed,	after	just	a	little	time	on	the	island	you'd	no	
more	 refer	 to	 it	as	St.	Barts	 than	you	would	pronounce	 the	
'Jean'	in	Baie	St.	Jean	as	'Gene'	rather	than	'John'.	For	further	
evidence,	we	include	the	poster	from	Loulous's	'91	St.	Barth	
Singlehanded	Race	and	Gaffer's	Day.	If	Loulou	doesn't	know	
what	 to	call	 the	 island,	nobody	does.	We	also	note	 that	 the	
airline	is	St.	Barth	Commuter,	that	the	30-year	iconic	T-shirt	
by	Katy	reads	"St.	Barth,	French	West	Indies,"	that	it's	the	St.	
Barth	Yacht	Club,	and	that	the	big	regatta	for	boats	over	100	
feet	is	the	St.	Barth's	Regatta.	The	truth	is	that	nobody	really	
cares	if	you	call	it	St.	Barts	or	St.	Barth,	but	if	you're	on	the	
island	and	use	the	former,	locals	are	likely	to	assume	you	just	
stepped	off	a	cruise	ship.

⇑⇓"A STUPID, PATHETIC KILLING IN THAILAND"
	 On	March	25	we	received	the	following	email	from	friends	
aboard	Amoenitas	at	the	Royal	Phuket	Marina	in	Thailand:
	 "It	 is	 in	a	 state	 of	 grief	 and	disbelief	 that	we	write	 this	
account	of	the	recent	tragic	event	which	culminated	in	the	
murder	Brit	Malcolm	Robertson,	64,	on	his	44-ft	sloop	Mr.	
Bean,	and	to	alert	cruising	friends	and	others	sailing	in	these	
waters	of	the	possible	dangers.	Some	of	you	may	have	read	
media	reports,	but	what	follows	is	a	succinct	version	of	Linda	
Robertson's	own	story:
	 On	March	24,	the	couples'	Mr.	Bean	was	lying	to	a	buoy	off	
the	southeast	side	of	Koh	Adang	Island	in	the	Butang	Group,	
which	is	20	miles	northwest	of	Telaga,	Langkawai,	Malaysia.	
Shortly	after	midnight,	three	teenage	illegal	immigrants	from	
Myanmar	 swam	 over	 to	 the	 Robertons'	 boat	 and	 climbed	
aboard.	They	attacked	Malc,	incapacitating	him.	Then	they	at-
tacked	Linda	in	the	aft	cabin,	and	she	was	eventually	trussed	
with	a	rope.	Malc	subsequently	came	round	and	challenged	
the	attackers,	telling	them	to	get	off	his	boat.	Linda	heard	a	
scream,	then	nothing.
	 The	attackers	eventually	got	Linda	to	show	them	how	to	
start	the	engine.	As	she	went	through	the	salon,	she	realized	
that	the	sticky	substance	beneath	her	feet	was	a	large	quan-
tity	of	thick	blood.	She	was	returned	to	the	forepeak	and	tied	
up.	The	attackers,	then	in	control	of	the	boat,	stormed	off	at	
full	throttle	for	around	nine	hours	before	anchoring	in	a	bay	
on	a	small	 island	about	one	mile	off	 the	Thai	mainland	at	
Langu.	There	they	trashed	Mr.	Bean	before	leaving	at	around	
10	a.m.	in	the	boat's	dinghy,	which	was	powered	by	a	highly	
unreliable	2-hp	outboard.	Linda	managed	to	raise	Mr.	Bean's	
anchor	and	motor	away	before	 the	attackers	could	paddle	
back	to	the	boat.
	 Linda	drove	the	boat	to	a	nearby	fishing	fleet	to	get	help.	
When	the	Taratoa	Park	Rangers	and	police	arrived,	they	took	
off	after	the	attackers,	and	quickly	arrested	them.	Linda	was	
taken	to	a	hospital,	obviously	terribly	distraught	and	bruised	
from	blows	from	a	hammer	and	her	bindings.	We	think	Malc's	
body	was	thrown	overboard	within	an	hour	of	the	boat's	set-
ting	off,	and	at	this	time,	it	hasn't	been	found.	The	hammer	
and	knife	used	in	the	attack	were	both	from	Mr.	Bean.
	 We	believe	that	this	was	probably	a	one-off	special	situ-
ation	and	not	the	norm,	as	the	three	Myanmar	culprits	had	
escaped	from	a	Thai	fishing	boat	where	they	had	apparently	
been	treated	as	slaves.	After	they	were	captured,	they	claimed	
they	had	only	raided	the	boat	to	get	food.	How	things	could	
have	gone	so	wrong	is	unclear.	The	youngest	of	the	three	at-
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tackers	is	just	15.
	 Many	cruisers	in	the	Caribbean	lock	themselves	in	their	
boats	at	night	when	at	remote	anchorages.	Maybe	that	should	
be	considered	for	this	part	of	the	world,	too.
	 Words	cannot	describe	the	exceptional	support	that	Linda	
has	received	from	the	British	Embassy,	the	Royal	Thai	Po-
lice,	the	hospital	and	the	Tourist	Authority.	There	have	been	
countless	expressions	of	kindness	from	every	quarter.
	 We	became	 involved	when	Linda	 told	 the	embassy	staff	
of	Dave	and	Di	on	Amoenitas	in	Phuket.	The	local	Honorary	
Consul	traced	us	to	the	hardstand	at	the	Royal	Phuket,	where	
we	are	having	our	teak	decks	replaced.	We	immediately	took	
off	in	a	car	on	a	seven-hour	drive	to	be	with	Linda	before	her	
four	children	arrived.
	 Ours	is	a	very	brief	description	of	a	long	and	harrowing	
experience,	during	which	Linda	spent	an	entire	evening	plead-
ing	for	her	life.	There	is	much,	much	more	to	tell,	but	not	in	
this	format.
	 This	was	signed	by	Dave	and	Di	of	Amoenitas.

Ian	&	Sue
Icy	Red

Planet	Earth

	 Readers	—	John	Clee,	Linda	Robertson's	brother,	described	
the	killing	of	Malcolm	Robertson	as	a	"stupid,	pathetic	thing."	If	
you	read	our	updated	and	more	detailed	account	of	the	robbery	
and	murder	in	this	month's	Changes,	you'll	understand	how	
utterly	incomprehensible	and	banal	it	all	was.	But	do	read	it,	
because	this	is	a	stranger	and	more	complicated	tale	than	was	
indicated	by	initial	reports.

⇑⇓WE KNEW A COUPLE OF SEA RUNNERS
	 Just	a	note	about	Sea	Runner	and	Nelly	Bly,	 two	boats	
that	have	been	referred	to	in	recent	letters.	There	were	two	
Sea	Runners.	The	first	was	a	varnished	hull	about	46	 feet	
long	and	owned	by	Bill	Bacon	and	his	wife.	They	spent	most	
of	their	time	in	and	around	Monterey,	but	would	come	up	
to	Alameda	for	haul-outs.	I	remember	that	one	time	they	re-
moved	the	boat's	engine	with	a	crane	in	order	to	clean	under	
it.	You	have	to	do	that	from	time	to	time	with	wood	boats.	
Sea	Runner	was	beautifully	maintained.	We	called	her	'little'	
Sea	Runner.
	 Around	the	same	time,	George	and	Judy	Knab	had	their	
Sea	Runner,	which	was	referred	to	in	the	April	Letters.	A	52-ft	
gaff	schooner,	she	was	kept	in	Alameda	Marina.	I	got	to	know	
the	Knabs	because	they	had	previously	owned	Cumulis,	which	
was	my	boat	at	the	time.	George	and	Judy	split	around	the	
time	Sea	Runner	was	sold	to	Bob	Wilson.
	 Wilson	sailed	Sea	Runner	to	Maui,	where	he	opened	up	a	
sail	loft	on	Front	St.	in	Lahaina.	Sea	Runner	became	a	fixture	
there	and	did	a	lot	of	charter	work.	I	remember	seeing	a	grand	
piano	on	her	deck	one	time.	She	was	eventually	sold	to	a	guy	
who	sold	recycled	car	parts	in	San	Diego.
	 When	I	returned	from	my	third	trip	to	Hawaii	in	December	
of	'79,	a	strong	Kona	was	expected	at	Lahaina,	so	everyone	
with	a	boat	in	the	roadstead	headed	into	Lahaina's	little	har-
bor.	Sea	Runner	was	already	inside,	snugly	tied	to	a	rock	wall.	
We	got	Toloa,	our	modified	Tahiti	ketch,	anchored	with	lines	
ashore,	and	Nelly	Bly	soon	arrived	to	do	the	same	next	to	us.	
At	the	time,	Nelly	Bly	was	owned	by	Nancy	Griffith,	who	ran	
a	sailing	school	out	of	Kona	on	the	Big	Island.	I'm	sure	this	
was	the	same	Nelly	Bly	also	referred	to	in	April's	Letters.	Kona	
winds	blew	over	Christmas,	then	again	in	January,	wrecking	
a	total	of	some	40	boats	that	had	been	unable	to	enter	the	
harbor	because	of	breaking	waves	in	the	channel.	I	lost	track	
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of	Nancy	and	Nelly	Bly	after	leaving	Honolulu	in	'83,	but	at	
the	time	she	was	still	teaching	people	to	sail.
	 On	the	subject	of	health	care,	I	just	had	a	heart	bypass	
operation	in	Townsville,	Queensland,	at	no	cost.	Two	years	
prior	to	that,	I	had	a	double	hernia	operation	at	no	cost.	Had	
I	been	in	the	States,	I	would	have	had	to	sell	my	boat	just	for	
the	hernia	operation	and	probably	would	not	have	gotten	the	
bypass.
	 Thanks	for	the	great	rag	for	all	these	years!

Jim	Plowman
Highroler

Bowen,	Queensland,	Australia

	 Readers	 —	 For	 the	 record,	 Plowman,	 originally	 from	
Alameda,	 finished	 an	 18-year	 circumnavigation	 with	Toloa	
back	in	'93.	He	says	it	took	him	that	amount	of	time	because	
he	didn't	have	much	money	and	therefore	had	to	work	along	
the	way.	While	 in	Australia,	he	met	his	wife	Anne.	The	two	
now	live	in	Australia.
	 The	couple	 returned	 to	Alameda	 in	 '95	 to	buy	Highroler,	
a	46-ft	Peterson	Two-Tonner	 that	had	been	started	by	Carl	
Eichenlaub	in	San	Diego	for	the	Italians	who	owned	the	Bar-
barossa	Winch	Company.	When	they	flaked	out,	William	Power	
of	Newport	Beach	became	the	owner,	with	Dennis	Conner	often	
driving	in	races.	In	Mexico,	Plowman	added	a	cruising	interior	
to	the	boat,	which	made	her	less	tender.	Her	tenderness	had	
been	Conner's	only	complaint	about	the	boat.	Jim	and	Anne	
then	spent	three	years	sailing	her	across	the	Pacific,	arriving	
in	Australia	in	'99.
	 "We've	owned	the	boat	for	14	years	now,"	says	Plowman,	
"and	sailed	around	the	Whitsundays	and	up	and	down	the	
East	Coast	of	Australia,	as	well	as	club	racing	her.	Her	draft	
has	sometimes	been	a	problem,	but	other	than	that	we	have	
no	complaints.	It	was	quite	a	change	going	from	a	Tahiti	ketch	
to	a	46-ft	racing	boat,	but	it	made	us	believers	in	fast	being	
fun."
	 When	 we	 quizzed	 Plowman	 about	 the	 Australian	 health	
care	system,	he	had	this	to	say:	"Health	care	is	financed	out	
of	 a	 general	 fund	 created	 from	 taxes	 collected	 by	 both	 the	
Commonwealth	and	states.	The	money	is	paid	to	states,	which	
administer	 the	 public	 health	 systems.	 The	 previous	 Liberal	
Government	—	read	Conservative	—	of	John	Howard	promoted	
a	private	system	with	its	own	insurance,	but	it	hasn't	worked	
well	as	insurance	costs	have	gone	way	up.	The	state-run	sys-
tem	has	been	gradually	deteriorating	with	longer	waiting	times	
for	elective	surgery	and	almost	no	dental	care.	Australia	isn't	
producing	many	doctors,	so	most	now	come	from	outside	the	
country.	Still,	the	quality	of	care	is	excellent	with	a	few	excep-
tions.	Regional	hospitals	are	government-run	and	-owned,	with	
small	private	hospitals	and	clinics	run	by	various	religions	and	
private	companies	in	larger	towns.	But	we	do	pay	higher	taxes	
for	the	health	care."
	 In	addition	to	income	tax	rates	that	top	out	at	42%,	Aussies	
pay	a	10%	Goods	and	Services	Tax	(GST)	on	all	transactions.	
Ouch!

⇑⇓CONSIDER THE SUBJECT CLOSED
	 After	years	of	enjoying	the	bohemian	nature	of	Latitude,	
what	a	crashing	disappointment	to	be	treated	to	your	true	
views	on	the	health	care	debate.	Because	if	it's	not	a	right,	it's	
a	privilege	—	and	the	health	hand	you're	dealt	when	you're	
born	may	not	be	 'profitable',	no	matter	who's	 running	 the	
health	care	system!	You've	enjoyed	socialized	police	and	fire	
service	 for	decades,	and	health	care	should	be	considered	
such	a	service	—	without	 the	profit	motive	 that	 inevitably	
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leads	to	the	corruption	you	cite.
	 Sigh.	I	guess	it	was	too	good	to	be	true	that	someone	who	
can	afford	to	cruise	the	world	on	a	70-footer	with	crew	and	
family	holds	any	different	values	than	publishers	of	the	slick,	
high-end	yacht	mags	crowding	the	shelves.

M.	Lee	Fowler
Pacific	Northwest

	 M.	Lee	—	If	you	want	to	effectively	disagree	with	somebody,	
stick	to	the	point,	avoid	character	slagging,	and	get	your	facts	
straight.	Profligate,	one	of	the	biggest	'bang	for	the	buck'	boats	
on	the	planet,	is	63	feet,	not	70	feet.	She	was	built	as	a	spar-
tan	daycharter	cat	that	can	sleep	14	in	order	to	do	editorial	
work	and	support	events	such	as	the	Ha-Ha	and	numerous	
fundraisers	 in	Mexico	and	the	United	States.	As	any	one	of	
the	thousands	who	have	sailed	on	her	can	tell	you,	except	for	
her	size,	she's	 the	antithesis	of	 luxury.	We	don't	do	 luxury.	
For	example,	between	them,	the	Grand	Poobah	and	Doña	de	
Mallorca	own	three	cars	that	average	more	than	18	years	of	
age	and	well	over	100,000	miles.	The	average	age	of	a	Latitude	
vehicle	is	13	years	and	has	210,000	miles.	To	each	their	own,	
but	we	can't	imagine	wasting	money	on	cars	when	you	could	
spend	it	on	sailing	adventures.	We	don't	do	paid	crew.	We	don't	
cruise	the	world	with	Profligate,	either,	but	we're	going	to.	And	
when	we	do,	you	can	bet	we're	going	to	do	it	parsimoniously.
	 Since	you	don't	have	a	clue	about	us,	we'll	try	to	fill	you	in	on	
some	of	the	core	things	we	believe	in:	Personal	responsibility,	
same	as	when	we	started	the	magazine	in	1977	with	$2,000.	
Sailing	and	other	adventures,	as	opposed	to	objects	or	luxury.	
Hard	work.	Thrift	—	meaning	never	paying	more	than	$50	for	

a	watch	or	$20	for	a	bottle	of	
wine,	and	that	a	long	slab	of	
Formica	 stretched	 atop	 two	
$29	 file	 cabinets	 makes	 a	
better	desk	 for	us	 than	any	
'store	bought	one'	ever	could.	
We	 believe	 in	 Costco,	 diesel	
vehicles	 that	 get	 55	 mpg	
and	 buying	 things	 because	
they	have	value	rather	than	
a	 brand	 name.	 We	 believe	
in	simple	boats,	living	on	the	
hook	and	gybing	the	chute	as	
often	as	possible.	We	believe	
that	you	can	cruise	comfort-
ably	in	Mexico,	the	Caribbean	
and	 many	 other	 places	 on	
a	 Social	 Security	 check.	 We	
also	 believe	 in	 compassion	
for	those	who	were	truly	dealt	
a	crap	hand	in	life,	and	that	
if	such	programs	were	man-

aged	honestly	and	efficiently,	there	would	be	plenty	of	money	
to	go	around.	In	order	to	throttle	massive,	pervasive	government	
fraud,	we	believe	that	elected	representatives,	public	officials	
—	and	maybe	even	public	employees	—	should,	in	questions	
regarding	their	government	service,	be	considered	guilty	until	
proven	 innocent.	 And	 that	 we'd	 need	 to	 build	 more	 prisons	
to	hold	all	the	guilty.	We	believe	that	the	California	budget	is	
a	smoke	and	mirrors	sham,	and	that	this	state,	which	is	the	
equivalent	of	the	sixth	or	seventh	largest	industrial	nation	in	
the	world,	is	completely	bankrupt	from	gross	mismanagement	
on	the	part	of	representatives	who	don't	have	the	skill	or	balls	
to	set	it	straight.	We	believe	that	too	few	people	understand	
that	only	private	business,	not	government,	creates	wealth,	so	

Ida May Fuller, the poster girl of 
government fiscal responsibility. 
The first recipient of Social Secu-
rity, she paid in $24.75 and got out 
nearly $24,000 — an almost 1000% 
return. With the way things are go-
ing, today's kids — the victims of 
the world's biggest Ponzi scheme 
— might get back $1 for every 
$1,000 they put in.

❖                                                      ❖
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Welcome Anchor Boat Sales!
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whenever	possible,	things	should	be	done	by	private	enterprise.	
We	believe	that	it	shouldn't	be	against	the	law	for	government	
stimulus	package	projects	to	pay	twice	as	many	workers	a	fair	
wage	so	they	can	have	jobs	and	keep	their	homes	as	opposed	
to	half	as	many	workers	getting	paid	aristocratic	wages	and	
benefits	—	such	as	is	required	by	current	legislation.	We	also	
believe	in	trying	to	live	in	four	different	places	for	three	months	
a	year,	very	warm	weather	and	water,	 lots	of	 ice	 in	drinks,	
airline	miles,	a	swift	death	penalty	for	Mr.	Madoff,	and	going	
long	on	energy,	commodities	and	emerging	markets.
	 That	said,	we	want	to	apologize	for	our	flippant	remark	that	
single	payer	health	care	should	mean	each	person	should	pay	
for	their	own	health	care.	That	doesn't	accurately	represent	our	
feelings	about	there	being	a	moral	obligation	to	provide	a	safety	
net	to	those	who	truly	need	it.	Alas,	the	flippancy	of	our	remark	
was	brought	on	by	having	just	read	yet	another	example	of	
government	fraud,	waste	and	incompetence.	In	this	case,	it	was	
a	mainstream	media	report	that	we	taxpayers	are	shelling	out	
prisoner	of	war	benefits	to	four	times	the	number	of	people	who	
were	actually	prisoners	of	war	—	including	a	single	individual	
who	defrauded	the	system	of	$400,000.	Yet	nobody	knows	
why.	When	you	spend	your	life	trying	to	be	thrifty	and	efficient,	
it's	difficult	to	accept	a	government	that	isn't	the	least	disturbed	
by	fraud	and	wastes	money	like	drunken	college	sophomores	
who've	just	received	their	first	credit	cards.	We	grouse	not	on	
our	own	behalf,	but	for	those	who	don't	have	their	snouts	in	
the	public	trough	and	for	future	generations	who	are	going	to	
have	to	pick	up	the	tab.
	 Realizing	that	the	best	thing	we	can	do	for	everyone's	health	
is	stick	to	sailing,	and	that	many	people	we	respect,	including	
our	brother,	disagree	with	us,	we're	closing	this	subject.

⇑⇓VAGABONDING IT IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
	 Do	you	or	any	of	your	readers	know	of	free	or	inexpensive	
liveaboard	anchoring	sites/mooring	in	Southern	California?

Phileta	Riley
Bandon,	OR

	 Phileta	—	If	you're	looking	for	a	safe	and	convenient	year	
'round	place	to	liveaboard	for	free	in	Southern	California,	you're	
not	going	to	find	it.	And	if	you	could,	there	would	be	countless	
other	people	fighting	for	the	same	spot.
	 If,	however,	you're	truly	a	transient	vessel	or	can	be	mobile,	
there	are	some	options.	For	example,	if	you	don't	live	in	San	Di-
ego	County	and	your	boat	isn't	registered	in	San	Diego	County,	
you	can	get	a	permit	—	once	your	boat	has	been	inspected	—	to	
anchor	for	free	up	to	three	months	a	year	at	the	A-8	anchorage	
in	San	Diego.	We	salute	San	Diego	for	offering	this	option	to	
transients.
	 When	it	comes	to	moorings,	the	best	deal	on	the	coast	has	
always	been	Newport	Beach,	where	you	can	—	after	giving	the	
Orange	County	Sheriff	a	look-see	at	your	boat	—	get	a	mooring	
for	$5/night.	The	maximum	stay	is	15	days,	after	which	you	
have	to	leave	for	15	days	before	coming	back.	You	do,	however,	
have	to	pay	every	five	days.	After	October	and	before	May	1,	
Newport	Beach	allows	you	to	stay	for	60	days,	but	you	still	
have	to	pay	every	five	days.
	 What	used	to	be	a	72-hour,	no	check-in	anchorage	to	the	east	
of	Lido	Isle	is	now	a	five-day,	no	check-in	anchorage.	But	your	
presence	will	be	noted,	someone	is	supposed	to	be	on	the	boat	
almost	all	the	time,	and	it	often	gets	crowded.	It	used	to	be	that	
sailors	living	on	the	cheap	would	spend	72	hours	in	that	anchor-
age,	then	head	out	around	the	breakwater	to	Corona	del	Mar,	
and	anchor	there	until	they	could	come	back	in	for	another	72	
hours	off	Lido	Isle.	A	new	Newport	Beach	ordinance	—	thanks	to	
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2009

San Francisco to Catalina Island

June 17-18, 2009

The West Coast Premier Ocean Race

The Encinal Yacht club is pleased to announce the 2009 Coastal 
Cup's return to Catalina Island. Catalina Island is a great destina-
tion for racers, family and friends. Come and join the exciting ride 
down the California Coast and relaxing island life in Catalina.

Feeder for Long Beach Race Week June 26-28

Sponsored by Encinal Yacht Club
Co-sponsored by Santa Barbara Yacht Club

For more information please visit:

www.encinal.org
or

Tom Wondolleck: vicecommodore@encinal.org  
510.693.2094
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(510) 234-4400

1230 Brickyard Cove Road, #106
Pt. Richmond, CA 94801

In Brickyard Cove Marina

•  Classic dodgers and biminis
•  Wavestopper hardtop dodgers
•  Drop-top folding dodgers
•  Enclosures  •  Custom canvas

Never restitch: All sewing in Tenara thread

S a i l  D ry
Look GooD
S a i l  S a f e 

side and aft hand rails 
included on all dodgers

CALL FOR A MARKETING PACKAGE 510-428-0505

Buy A sLIP – 
fee simple

OR RENT A sLIP – 

MARINA GuARd® – 

Own a dock on san Francisco Bay!
Perfect Location - Great Investment
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boats	hitting	each	other,	hitting	the	rocks,	and	washing	ashore	
—	curtails	the	practice	of	alternating	between	the	two	anchor-
ages.	If	you	anchor	your	boat	off	Corona	del	Mar,	somebody	now	
has	to	be	on	the	boat	from	dusk	to	dawn,	and	the	boat	can't	
be	left	except	for	one	trip	ashore	per	day.	In	addition,	no	boats	
will	be	allowed	in	that	anchorage	during	small	craft	advisories.	

The	net	result	
is	 that	 there	
is	no	longer	a	
group	 of	 mot-
l e y - l o o k i n g	
boats	 bounc-
ing 	 around	
on	 the	 hook	
o u t 	 t h e r e .	
Lastly,	 New-
por t 	 Beach	
has	 enacted	
an	 ordinance	
that	says	you	

can't	anchor	within	500	yards	of	designated	swim	areas	for	
more	than	72	hours	within	a	30-day	period,	making	it	virtu-
ally	impossible	to	bounce	back	and	forth	between	an	outside-
the-harbor	 anchorage	 and	 an	 inside-the-harbor	 anchorage.	
Nonetheless,	between	May	1	and	the	end	of	October,	you	can	
have	two	weeks	on	a	mooring	for	a	pittance,	then	five	days	in	
the	anchorage	off	Lido	Isle	for	free.	We	salute	Newport	Beach	
for	being	so	welcoming	to	transient	vessels.
	 It's	also	possible	now	to	anchor	inside	the	breakwater	at	
Dana	Point	and	at	Redondo	Beach	for	free,	but	only	for	several	
days	at	a	time.
	 Another	popular	option	during	the	summer	is	anchoring	off	
Santa	Barbara.	Most	boats	do	it	to	the	east	of	the	harbor,	but	
you	can	legally	do	it	to	the	west	of	the	harbor,	too.	There	are	
limitations	on	anchoring	in	the	winter	for	the	simple	reason	that	
Santa	Barbara	residents	got	tired	of	having	to	pay	bundles	to	
have	wrecked	boats	pulled	off	their	beaches	following	winter	
storms.	If	you	have	a	monohull,	it	can	get	pretty	rolly,	and	it's	
often	a	long	and	cool	dinghy	ride	to	shore.	In	other	words,	it's	
doable,	but	not	ideal.
	 The	final	option	is	Catalina	and	the	other	Channel	Islands.	
You	need	permits	to	go	ashore	at	all	the	Channel	Islands	except	
Catalina,	and	other	than	Catalina,	none	of	them	have	supplies,	
services	or	all-weather	anchorages.	There	are	people	who	live	
aboard	for	free	all	year	at	Catalina,	but	it's	not	an	easy	life	in	
the	winter.	Because	of	a	State	Lands	Commission	law,	you	tech-
nically	can't	anchor	in	the	same	cove	for	more	than	two	weeks	
at	a	time.	You	can	'cove	hop',	but	that's	going	to	be	the	least	of	

your	 problems	
during	the	win-
ter,	when	it	can	
be	 cold,	 rough	
and	lonely.

	 	 T h e 	 b o t -
tom	line	is	that	
i t 's 	 not 	 only	
possible,	 but	
lots	 of	 fun	 to	
liveaboard	 for	
free	in	Southern	
California	 dur-

ing	the	summer	and	fall.	You	will	have	to	move	around,	unless	
you	want	to	cove	hop	at	Catalina	all	summer,	but	it's	still	great	
fun.	We	know,	because	that's	pretty	much	what	we've	being	
doing	with	Profligate	for	the	last	several	summers.	Thanks	to	

Even famous boats, such as Glenn Tiemann's 38-ft 
cat 'Manu Rere' have paid $5 a night for a mooring 
at Newport Beach.
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You can anchor for free at Cat Harbor, Catalina, but 
it's normally not this crowded.
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Alameda
730 Buena Vista Ave.
(510) 521-4865

San Diego
1250 Rosecrans St.
(619) 255-8844

Seattle
1000 Mercer St.
(206) 292-8663

Contact us for all of your Rigging Needs!
888-447-RIGG

or visit our Onsite Rigging Locations in:

Largest Inventory of cordage,
wire and sailboat hardware
• Complete Racing Packages
Dinghy, One Design, Grand Prix

• Cruising Packages
Roller Furlers, Lazy Jacks, Preventers

• Mooring and Docking
Dock Lines, Mooring Pennants,
Anchor Lines

• Architectural Rigging
Railings, Trellis, Displays



May, 2009  •  Latitude 38  •  Page 69

E N G I N E S    •    P A R T S    •    S E R V I C E    •    W O R L D W I D E   S H I P P I N G

YOU CAN'T ALWAYS TRUST THE WIND…
BUT YOU CAN TRUST VOLVO PENTA - SINCE 1907!

NOW
TIER 3
ENGINES
IN STOCK!

Satisfy toughest 
emission requirements.

Call us for 
more information.

POWER CENTER

619 Canal Street  •  San Rafael, CA 94901  •  415/453-1001  •  www.helmutsmarine.com

800/326-5135

510 428-2522 or 415 457-6300

YOUR BOAT DESERVES IT!
Fully Insured & Marina Approved

Polishing • Detailing • Maintenance 
Bilge Cleaning • Washdown 

Carpet and Cushion Cleaning

Call now for a Free Estimate

Serving the Bay Area Since 1986

www.seashine.netNEW & IMPROVED
WEB SITE

Get Your Boat Ready
For Summer Sailing!

Make
it

Shine!

SAIL REPAIR SPECIALISTS • COMPETITIVE RATES • RECUTS • CONVERSIONS

2021 Alaska Packer Place, Box 18, Alameda
(510) 523-1977

www.roostersails.com • rui@roostersails.com
Open M-Th 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat by appt.

Owned and Operated by Rui Luis • Experienced Sail Repair and Fabrication

REP
AIR

REP
AIR

 

REP
AIR

NOW OFFERING NEW CRUISING SAILS!

NOW ATGRANDMARINA

Your roller 

Furler uV CoVer 

SpeCialiSt
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the	data	cards	from	the	likes	of	AT&T,	you	can	enjoy	high	speed	
internet	on	your	boat	anywhere	there	is	cell	phone	coverage,	
which	 is	 all	 of	 the	 coast	 and	 in	 several	 free	 anchorages	 at	
Catalina.	People	with	televisions	aboard	tell	us	they	can	even	
get	network	broadcast	TV	coverage	for	free	at	Catalina	and	
many	places	along	the	coast	at	no	charge.
	 The	don't-want-to-pay-much-for-berthing	sailor	only	has	one	
real	option	for	doing	it	the	entire	year	in	Southern	California,	
and	it	requires	mobility.	The	first	is	to	start	the	winter	with	60	
days	on	a	low-cost	mooring	in	Newport	Beach,	then	go	to	San	
Diego	 for	 a	 three-month	 non-resident	 stay,	 then	 back	 up	 to	
Newport	for	another	60	days.	That	takes	care	of	seven	months	
of	winter.	But	remember,	what's	fun	in	the	warmth	of	summer	
and	what	you	do	for	pleasure	can	be	not	much	fun	at	all	in	the	
cold	and	wet	of	winter.	In	other	words,	if	you're	thinking	about	
doing	this	to	have	low-income	housing,	you're	going	to	hate	it.	
A	slightly	different	—	but	much	more	viable	option	—	is	mov-
ing	around	Southern	California	for	the	summer,	living	aboard	
almost	for	free,	as	outlined	above,	then	heading	to	Mexico	for	
the	winter,	where	it's	warm,	free	anchorages	abound,	and	the	
cost	of	living	is	very	low.

⇑⇓MADE YOU LOOK
	 I	looked	into	the	Pfizer	Pharmaceuticals/Southern	Spars	
joint	marketing	effort	 that	you	guys	mentioned	recently	 in	
'Lectronic	 Latitude,	 including	 a	 quote	 from	 House	 Speaker	
Nancy	Pelosi.	In	fact,	I	checked	with	a	friend	who	works	in	
marketing	at	Pfizer	and	she	concluded,	"I	did	a	little	research	
and	I	believe	the	story	was	an	April	Fools	joke."

Max	Dale
San	Francisco

	 Max	—	When	'Lectronic	Latitude	items	appearing	on	April	
1	are	signed	April	Fülz,	you've	got	to	be	suspicious.	We	hope	
we	didn't	take	the	Mickey	out	of	you.

⇑⇓CANCELLING THE DUXSHIP WAS A HUGE MISTAKE
	 Postponing	the	start	of	the	Duxbury-Lightship	Race	on	April	
4	was	an	unprecedented	mistake.	Admittedly,	there	was	little	
wind	at	the	start,	but	once	started,	the	building	ebb	current	
was	ideal.	It	would've	swept	boats	out	the	Gate	so	they	would	
be	well	along	the	course	when	the	wind	filled	in.
	 Never	before	has	a	race	committee	arbitrarily	abandoned	an	
ocean	race	for	too	little	wind.	If	the	current	is	stronger	than	the	
wind	and	boats	are	being	swept	across	the	start	line,	prepared	
racers	will	use	their	anchors.	If	NOAA	Buoy	26	is	reporting	only	
four	knots,	so	be	it	—	it'll	change.	Approximately	30	boats,	with	
about	200	crew,	chose	to	go	racing	that	Saturday	rather	than	
do	yard	work	or	wash	the	car.	They	prepared	their	boats	for	
what	weather	forecasts	predicted	to	be	a	slow	race.	Why	did	a	
race	committee	of	three	or	four	people	deny	this	group	of	200	
the	opportunity	to	race?
	 The	lack	of	wind	should	not	have	been	a	safety	issue,	be-
cause	the	wind	often	dies	somewhere	on	the	race	course	and	
the	time	limit	for	completing	the	race	was	10	a.m.	on	Sunday	
morning.	Race	committees	should	start	races	and	let	each	
competing	skipper	decide	if	he/she	wants	to	continue.	I	hope	
the	Duxship	wasn't	abandoned	because	the	race	committee	
didn't	want	to	wait	around	for	late	finishers.
	 For	a	one-design	national	or	world	championship,	there	
may	 be	 requirements	 for	 minimum	 wind	 strength,	 square	
lines,	 an	 upwind	 weather	 mark,	 and	 abandonment	 if	 the	
wind	shifts	more	than	a	certain	number	of	degrees.	Ocean	
racers	are	a	different	breed	of	sailor.	We	know	that	conditions	
will	change,	and	we	try	to	anticipate	what	will	happen	next.	
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Sausalito
415-339-3000

San Rafael-Sail Care
415-453-2142 

Channel Islands
805-984-8100

Marina Del Rey
310-827-8888  
Long Beach
562-795-5488  

Costa Mesa-Sail Care
949-645-4660  
San Diego

619-224-2424

www.northsails.com

When performance counts the choice is clear.
Call your nearest North Sails representative.
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Easom Racing and Rigging
1150 Brickyard Cove Rd. Suite B1 

Point Richmond, CA 94801

(510)  232-SAIL (7245)
www.easomrigging.com

ROCKETSHIPS
Easom Racing and Rigging 
turns any boat into a piece of 
performance art!

Current projects include:
King 40  Soozal
Santa Cruz 52 Kokopelli2

Santa Cruz 50 Hula
Santa Cruz 70 Pyewacket

Offshore, inshore, or 
cruising around the world, 
Easom builds the fastest, 

most reliable rigging available.
Soozal Kokopelli2

Pure One Design!

310-928-6570

w w w. O P E N S A I L I N G U S A . c o m

One Design Starts
Now Available on
San Francisco Bay

See the growing
BAY AREA 5.70 FLEET

at the
2009 VALLEJO RACE

2009 PACIFIC COAST
CHAMPIONSHIP:

Long Beach Race Week
June 26-28
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Sailflow	predicted	a	very	light	NE	wind	at	the	10	a.m.	start	
switching	to	a	moderate	west	to	northwest	wind	in	the	early	
afternoon.	I	was	looking	forward	to	the	challenge	of	how	to	
use	 the	building	ebb	current	 to	bridge	 the	 transition	zone	
between	the	changing	winds.
	 My	first	ocean	race	was	in	'66,	when	I	did	the	MORA	circuit	
with	my	Islander	Bahama.	During	the	intervening	43	years,	
every	two	or	three	years	there	has	been	little	or	no	wind	and	a	
significant	ebb	current	for	the	start	of	an	ocean	race.	The	race	
committee	has	always	had	the	wisdom	to	start	the	race.	Some	
racers	would	be	swept	over	the	start	line,	others	dropped	out,	
but	lack	of	wind	never	prevented	a	fair	sailboat	race.	Those	
who	have	trouble	learn	from	the	experience,	like	realizing	that	
their	anchor	is	an	important	piece	of	racing	gear.
	 One	of	my	most	memorable	ocean	races	occurred	in	wind	
and	 current	 conditions	 that	were	 very	 similar	 to	 those	 on	
April	4.	It	was	the	'98	Lightship,	and	it	would	be	my	first	race	
with	my	Antrim	27	Always	Friday.	After	the	start,	the	ebb	
pushed	us	toward	the	Golden	Gate,	but	we	could	not	get	north	
far	enough	to	clear	the	South	Tower.	We	circled	back	in	the	
counter	flow	along	the	Cityfront	shore	to	about	Anita	Rock.	
With	slightly	more	wind,	we	went	back	out	into	the	ebb	for	a	
second	pass,	and	managed	to	leave	the	South	Tower	to	the	
south.	More	than	an	hour	behind	our	fleet,	we	were	finally	
riding	the	ebb	toward	the	Lightship.	Maybe	two	hours	later,	
we	were	near	shipping	channel	marker	#3,	 still	with	good	
current	and	almost	no	wind.	I	mentioned	to	navigator	Kame	
Richards	that	no	boats	were	returning	from	the	Lightship.	
We	joked	that	they	were	all	waiting	for	us.	I	still	remember	
Kame’s	maniacal	 laughter	when	we	 realized	 that	 the	fleet,	
except	for	a	few	that	had	anchored,	had	been	swept	past	the	
Lightbucket	by	the	current.	To	make	a	long	story	short,	the	
wind	started	to	fill	as	we	approached	the	Lightship,	and	we	
had	a	fun	ride	back	in.	After	our	horrendous	start,	we	were	
the	fourth	boat	to	finish	scratch,	corrected	ahead	of	all	boats	
big	and	small,	and	easily	won	 in	 the	MORA	division.	That	
was	a	great	baptism	for	my	new	boat	 in	ocean	races.	How	
many	similar	stories	will	not	be	told	this	year	because	of	the	
abandonment	of	the	Duxship	race	by	the	race	committee?

John	Liebenberg
Always	Friday,	Antrim	27

Richmond	YC

John	—	We	spoke	with	PRO	Charles	Hodgkins	about	the	race	
committee's	decision	—	later	endorsed	by	the	YRA's	Pat	Brod-
erick	—	to	cancel	the	race	after	the	initial	postponement.
	 "One	 hour	 into	 the	 postponement,	 we	 called	 NOAA	 in	
Monterey	 to	 get	 up-to-the-minute	 buoy	 readings,"	 Hodgkins	
said.	"They	told	us	there	was	no	more	than	four	knots	out	there,	
with	little	prospect	of	any	breeze	until	much	later	in	the	day.	
Given	that	the	fleet	would	be	sailing	into	a	huge	flood	later	on,	
the	complete	consensus	among	the	committee	was	to	call	it,"	
he	said.	"I've	gotten	a	lot	of	grief	from	people,	and	they've	had	
valid	points.	I	made	what	I	felt	was	the	best	decision	based	
on	the	information	I	had	at	the	time."
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 In a typical month, we receive a tremendous volume of 
letters. So if yours hasn't appeared, don't give up hope. 
 We welcome all letters that are of interest to sailors. Please 
include your name, your boat's name, hailing port, and, if 
possible, a way to contact you for clarifications. 
 By far the best way to send letters is to email them to 
richard@latitude38.com. You can also mail them to 15 Locust, 
Mill Valley, CA, 94941, or fax them to (415) 383-5816.

Your best source for Yacht & Boat Insurance 
Tailored to your needs and competitively 

priced. 
 

We Insure 
Sail or Power 

Classic or Contemporary 
Fiberglass  Aluminum  Steel  Wood 

At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable  
insurance professionals who provide the best service and 

the finest coverage available today. 
 

Please contact us for a quote. 
 

www.heritagemarineinsurance.com 
Phone 800-959-3047 
Fax 860-572-5919 

Email classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com 
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Completely Rebuilt Marina • Gas & Diesel Fuel Dock
Free Pump Out Station • Modern Launch Ramp

Guest Slips Available • Marine Mechanical Boat Repair
Arena Marine Supply Store • Loch Lomond Market

110 Loch Lomond Drive, San Rafael, CA 94901

Phone: (415) 454-7228 • Fax: (415) 454-6154
www.lochlomondmarina.com

Harbor Master – Pat Lopez • pat@lochlomondmarina.com

Loch Lomond marina
MOVE-INSPECIAL:FIRST MONTHFREE!

www.aquamarineinc.net
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Motor

HYDRAULIC

12 VOLT DC
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UpGRADe mOUnT

110 VOLT / BeLT DRIVe

mODULAR KIT

Watermakers Since 1987

INFLATABLE
SERVICES, INC.

PHONE (510) 522-1824
FAX (510) 522-1064

1914 Stanford St., Alameda 94501
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LOOSE LIPS

	 Happy	Anniversaries.	
	 Seems	like	we've	been	saying	that	a	lot	this	year.	Among	other	
milestones,	2009	marks	the	50th	anniversary	of	John	Guzzwell's	
solo	 trip	around	 the	world	on	 the	20-ft	Trekka; the	40th	an-
niversary	of	Robin	Knox-Johnston's	solo	and	nonstop	voyage	
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Then and now — Peter and Stan in Hawaii in '94 (left) and now. Their chests 
don't puff quite as good as they used to.
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around	the	world	aboard	Suhaili	in	the	Sunday	Times	Golden	
Globe	race	—	the	first	ever	sailing	race	around	the	world	and	
prototype	for	the	Vendee	Globe.	And	the	15th	anniversary	of	the	
Singlehanded	TransPac	wherein	longtime	Bay	Area	residents,	
sailors	and	friends	Stan	Honey	and	Peter	Hogg	both	set	elapsed	
time	records	—	Stan	in	his	Cal	40	Illusion,	for	the	monohulls,	
and	Peter	in	his	Antrim	40	trimaran	Aotea	in	multis.	In	the	Au-
gust,	'94	article	on	the	race,	we	ran	a	mock	photo	of	the	two	of	
them	puffing	out	their	chests	and	boasting,	"My	record	will	stand	
longer	.	.	.	no	mine!"	As	it	turns	out,	Stan	'won'	that	staredown	
bigtime.	Hogg's	record	of	8d/20h/3m	was	beaten	 in	1998	by	
Steve	Fossett's	60-ft	trimaran	Lakota,	which	holds	the	current	
multihull	mark	of	7d/22h/38m.	As	for	monohulls,	Illusion still	
holds	the	elapsed	time	record	she	set	in	that	windy	1994	race:	
11d/10h/52m	—	which,	incidentally,	is	faster	than	any	other	
Cal	40	that's	ever	sailed	to	Hawaii,	crewed	or	otherwise,	since	
Cal	40s	entered	their	first	TransPac	in	1967.

	 Speaking	of	John	Guzzwell	.	.	.
	 It	makes	 for	a	pretty	amazing	evening	when	many	of	your	
heroes	 gather	 to	 celebrate	 one	of	 their	heroes.	That’s	part	 of	
the	magic	that	took	place	on	Thursday,	April	16,	when	veteran	
sailor	and	boatbuilder	John	Guzzwell	spoke	to	a	capacity	crowd	
at	Oakland	YC	on	the	occasion	of	that	just-mentioned	50th	an-
niversary.	At	the	time,	Trekka	was	the	smallest	boat	ever	to	have	
gone	around.
	 Looking	 more	 than	 fit	 at	 age	 79,	 Guzzwell	 captivated	 the	
crowd	of	nearly	200.	He	spoke	a	bit	about	Trekka,	but	devoted	
most	of	his	hour-long	talk	to	his	sailing	adventures	with	Miles	
and	Beryl	Smeeton,	including	when	their	46-ft	ketch	Tzu Hang 
was	pitchpoled	west	of	Cape	Horn	in	1957	—	and	how	the	three	
of	them	bailed	her	out	and	cobbled	together	a	jury	rig	to	nurse	
the	boat	700	miles	to	safe	haven	in	Chile.
	 In	addition	to	Honey,	the	audience	included	Commodore	and	
Nancy	Tompkins,	Tom	Wylie,	Skip	Allan,	Robin	and	Serge	Teste	
(Serge	holds	the	current	record	for	the	smallest	boat	circum-
navigation,	a	12-footer	in	the	early	‘80s),	Jim	and	Diana	Jessie,	
two-time	 circumnavigator	 Don	 Sandstrom,	 and	 Clifford	 Cain	
—	who	bought	Trekka from	Guzzwell	and,	with	his	 late	wife,	
Marian,	completed	another	 circumnavigation	 in	 the	mid-'60s.	
This	in	a	boat	barely	bigger,	inside	or	out,	than	a	Cal	20!
	 The	event	was	part	of	our	ongoing	celebration	of	West	Coast	
navigators.	Who	are	they?	Check	out	the	list	on	our	website,	www.
latitude38.com,	and	please	add	yours	if	you've	'been	around.'
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dinius trial to
	 Bismarck	Dinius	has	gotten	the	shaft	
again.	California	Attorney	General	Jerry	
Brown	has	once	again	refused	to	intervene	
in	the	manslaughter	case	against	Dinius	
stemming	from	the	April	26,	2006,	death	
of	Lynn	Thornton.	Dinius	had	sailed	in	
the	Konocti	Cup	on	Clear	Lake	aboard	a	
Catalina	22.	After	 the	race,	he	ran	 into	
Mark	Weber,	who	invited	him	on	a	quick	
sail	on	his	O’Day	27	Beats Workin’ II.	
	 As	we	all	know,	that	short	sail	turned	
tragic	 when	 Lake	 County	 Chief	 Deputy	
Russell	Perdock	apparently	decided	that	

quarter tons of fun
	 One	of	the	more	interesting	zeitgeists	of	homo sapiens is	the	huge	
number	of	 landmark	 inventions	 that	have	occurred	 far	apart,	but	
virtually	simultaneously.	Among	them:	the	bicycle,	the	first	practical	
automobile,	color	photography,	powered	flight,	and	jet	engines.
	 Patrick	Kohlman	hopes	the	re-invention	of	quarter	tonners	may	
soon	join	that	list.	
	 “There	has	been	an	explosion	of	interest	in	these	boats	in	Europe	
in	the	last	few	years,”	says	Kohlman,	who	owns	and	sails	the	1976	
Davidson	26-footer	Joyicity (ex-Fun)	—	the	only	local	 ‘quarter’	still	
actively	racing.	“The	quarter	tonner	is	one	of	the	biggest	bangs	for	
the	buck	in	sailing	today,	and	I’d	like	to	encourage	owners	and	other	
interested	sailors	to	help	bring	these	great	little	boats	out	of	retire-
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continued on outside column of next sightings page
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start may 19
a	nighttime	speed	run	in	his	385-hp,	24-ft	
powerboat	was	a	prudent	and	seamanlike	
thing	to	do.	Dinius	happened	to	have	his	
hand	 on	 the	 tiller	 as	 the	 O’Day	 drifted	
along	 in	 the	 evening	 zephyrs,	 barely	
making	 way,	 when	 Perdock	 ran	 up	 on	
the	starboard	aft	quarter	at	an	estimated	
—	Perdock’s	estimation,	in	fact	—	40	mph.	
Lynn	Thornton	was	fatally	injured.
	 To	add	insult	to	the	concussion,	two	
broken	 ribs,	 broken	 hand	 and	 various	
other	 injuries	 Dinius	 sustained	 in	 the	

quarter tonners — cont’d
ment	and	get	a	fleet	together	again.”
	 Indeed,	in	a	comeback	tour	worthy	of	The	Beatles,	the	quarter	ton	
fleet	in	England	is	one	of	the	fastest-growing	segments	of	the	sailing	
scene.	That’s	right,	boats	dating	back	to	the	‘70s	are	being	unearthed	
from	 long	neglect	and	restored	 to	sailing	condition	by	 the	dozens.	
More	than	a	few	are	the	boats	that	helped	launch	the	careers	of	such	
design	luminaries	as	Ron	Holland,	Laurie	Davidson,	Ed	Dubois,	Doug	
Peterson,	Bruce	Farr	and	Rob	Humphreys	—	and,	closer	to	home,	
Gary	Mull	and	Carl	Schumacher.	
	 Why	quarter	tonners	rather	than,	well,	anything	else?
	 “Quarter	tonners	were	many	people’s	first	experience	in	big	boats,	
so	they	bring	back	fond	memories,”	says	Louise	Morton	of	the	U.K.-

continued on outside column of next sightings page

Spring fling — Clcokwise from spread, 
‘Camelot’ holds court; ‘Round Up’s skipper 
rounded up some young and smiling crew; 
‘Anoush’ earns her name; ‘Carita’ and ‘Caro-
line’ duke it out, even though they weren’t 
racing — we won’t tell you who ‘won’.

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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quarter tonners — cont’d dinius
crash,	the	Lake	County	District	Attorney	
filed	manslaughter	charges	against	him	
instead	of	the	person	many	—	including	
Lynn’s	immediate	family	—	believe	is	the	
only	responsible	party:	Russell	Perdock.	
	 Last	month,	Dinius’	attorney	unsuc-
cessfully	 asked	 the	 AG’s	 office,	 for	 the	
second	time,	to	investigate	what	appears	
to	 be	 shady	dealings	between	 the	 Lake	
County	District	Attorney	and	Sheriff’s	Of-
fice.	The	trial	is	set	to	begin	on	May	19.
	 As	for	Dinius,	he’s	hanging	in.	“I	have	

based	Quarter	Ton	Class.	“Another	reason	is	the	diversity	of	design	
—	the	quarter	tonners	never	got	type-formed	like	the	larger	IOR	boats.	
Also,	there	are	also	a	lot	of	them	around,	and	they	are	trailerable.	
They’re	still	great	sailing	boats,	and	when	fitted	with	newer	gear,	are	
fast	and	very	well-behaved.”
	 To	 give	 you	some	 idea	of	how	well	 the	 class	 is	doing,	 the	U.K.	
organization	has	120	boats	signed	up	at	this	writing,	not	only	from	
the	 U.K.,	 but	 China,	 Japan,	 Australia,	 Zimbabwe,	 Europe,	 South	
America	and	the	U.S.	As	for	how	many	more	‘quarters’	are	out	there,	
there	are	no	hard	and	fast	numbers,	but	Morton	estimates	at	least	
100	more	are	tucked	away	in	various	harbors	and	parking	lots	—	and	
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continued on outside column of next sightings page

Spread, showing off the class’s characteristic 
narrow waterline and wide ‘hips’, Guy Pronier’s 
‘Catch Me’ (ex-’Catch’, a Philippe Briand design 
built in 1985) leads this charge at the 2008 Quarter 
Ton Cup, sailed last June off Cowes. Please note 
that every boat in this photo is a quarter tonner, 
some of which date back to the ‘70s. Right, Patrick 
Kohlman sails ‘Joyicity’, one of several quarter 
tonners on the West Coast.
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quarter tonners — cont’d— cont’d

continued on outside column of next sightings page

that’s	just	in	Europe.	And	please	note	that	the	Quarter	Tonner	Class	
is	only	open	to	original	boats	—	which	means	that	the	newest	boat	in	
the	fleet	was	built	in	1996	and	no	new	construction	is	allowed.
	 Built	to	race	under	IOR	(officially	the	International	Offshore	Rule;	
unofficially	‘Invest	Or	Retire’),	quarter	tonners	are	all	about	26	feet	
long	with	a	‘rated’	length	of	18.5	feet	or	less.	Back	in	the	day	they	
were	 intensely	complicated	craft	with	rating	bumps,	noodly	masts	
and	more	jumpers	and	runners	than	an	Olympic	track	meet.
	 Although	some	owners	maintain	them	in	original	trim,	many	boats	
these	days	have	gone	 to	 fairer	hulls,	simpler	 rigs	and	better	 foils.	
Also,	 in	Europe	 they	 race	under	 IRC,	which	—	having	an	old	age	
allowance	—	treats	them	well	against	more	modern	craft.	Just	last	
month,	QTs	came	in	first,	second	and	third	in	the	Easter	Red	Funnel	
Regatta	—	beating	the	likes	of	J/80s,	Elans,	Beneteau	Firsts,	X332s	
and	even	a	Swan,	in	every	race	—	and	they	have	won	the	Round	the	

Island	(of	Wight)	Race.	And	talk	
about	 ageless:	 Last	 year,	 the	
winner	 of	 the	 class’s	 premier	
event,	the	Quarter	Ton	Cup,	was	
Tom Bombadill,	 a	 1982	 Doug	
Peterson	boat.	(And	if	you	think	
the	boats	are	old,	the	 ‘walking	
stick’	trophy	in	that	event	was	
awarded	to	Mike	Till,	at	69	the	
oldest	bowman	in	attendance.)	
Even	Ron	Holland	himself	was	
there,	sailing	his	restored	Man-
zanita.
 Patrick	 Kohlman	 hopes	 a	
bit	of	 that	magic	will	make	 its	
way	 west	 and	 cause	 a	 similar	
rebirth.

	 “There	are	many	quarter	tonners	on	the	West	Coast.	In	the	Bay		
Area	alone	you	have	Schumacher’s	Summertime Dream,	the	Whiting-
designed	Magic Bus, Hippo and	several	others.	 I	was	in	San	Diego	
last	year	and	there	are	quarter	tonners	everywhere	down	there	—	in	
marinas,	parking	lots,	driveways	and	fields,	just	sitting	there	waiting	
for	someone	to	bring	them	back	to	life.”	Some	can	be	had	for	a	song,	
he	says	—	although	realistically,	in	some	cases	it	will	take	many	times	
the	purchase	price	to	get	the	boat	competitive	again.
	 For	Kohlman,	the	fun	factor	of	Joyicity,	and	people’s	positive	reac-
tions	to	the	boat	—	even	if	it’s	just	whupped	their	newer	boat	in	a	race	
—	has	been	well	worth	the	price	of	admission.	If	you’re	interested	in	
possibly	becoming	part	of	the	rebirth	of	one	of	sailing’s	most	iconic	
and	historic	classes,	contact	Kohlman	at	dragonfly.studio@gmail.com	
or	call	(650)	712-8991.	For	more	on	the	Quarter	Ton	Class,	check	out	
www.quartertonclass.org.

— jr

	 Piracy	in	the	Gulf	of	Aden,	aka	‘Pirate	Alley’,	has	been	on	the	rise	
for	the	past	several	years,	but	it	took	the	capture	of	an	American	to	
capture	the	attention	of	stateside	media.	On	April	8,	the	U.S.-flagged	
container	ship	Maersk Alabama	was	overtaken	by	four	Somali	pirates	
armed	with	AK-47s.	Captain	Richard	Phillips,	53,	successfully	negoti-
ated	his	crew’s	release	by	sacrificing	his	own	freedom.	As	international	
forces	bore	down	on	the	Alabama,	Phillips	and	his	four	captors	boarded	
one	of	the	ship’s	orange	lifeboats	and	headed	for	the	coast	of	Somalia.	
The	U.S.	Navy	quickly	caught	up	with	the	drifting	lifeboat	and	spent	
five	days	in	a	standoff	with	the	pirates.	At	one	point,	Phillips	jumped	
overboard	but	was	recaptured.	In	the	end,	Navy	SEAL	snipers	fired	

pirate attacks turn deadly

a	fantastic	life	and	I’m	trying	not	to	worry	
about	things	that	are	out	of	my	control,”	
he	said.	“But	my	bank	account	is	wiped	
out	and	the	meter’s	still	running.”	
	 Supporters	 can	 contribute	 to	 his	
defense	 fund	 by	 sending	 checks	 made	
out	to	Bismarck	Dinius,	with	“Bismarck	
Dinius	Defense	Fund”	in	the	memo	sec-
tion,	to	Sierra	Central	Credit	Union,	Attn:	
Brian	Foxworthy,	Branch	Manager,	306	
N.	Sunrise	Ave.,	Roseville,	CA	95661.

— ladonna
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	 When	 Nico	 Popp,	 his	 wife	 Laurence,	
and	their	daughter	Marie-Charlotte	took	
their	Redwood	City-based	J/29	Smokin’	
out	 for	 South	 Bay’s	 Opening	 Day	 on	
April	4,	they	brought	along	a	fresh	new	
crewmember.	Though	Leo	had	never	been	
sailing	before,	he	took	to	it	like	a	true	salt,	
relishing	 the	 wind	 in	 his	 face	 and	 and	
loving	every	minute	of	it.	
	 The	fact	that	Leo	is	Marie-Charlotte’s	
four-month-old	 shih-tzu	 puppy	 makes	
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For Leo, sailing is like sticking his 
head out the window of the car. No 
wonder he took to it so quickly.

almost	simultaneously	on	three	of	the	pirates,	killing	them	and	free-
ing	Phillips.	The	fourth	pirate	had	sought	medical	attention	aboard	
the	Navy	ship	earlier	in	the	day,	and	is	now	in	New	York	City	facing	
piracy	charges,	which	could	earn	him	a	life	sentence.
	 A	few	days	earlier,	on	April	4,	the	French-flagged	42-ft	Colin	Ar-
cher-designed	sailboat	Tanit,	bound	for	Kenya	and	500	miles	off	the	
coast	of	Somalia,	was	seized	by	Somali	pirates	who	took	the	yacht’s	
five	passengers	—	two	couples	and	a	three-year-old	boy	—	hostage.	
The	French	Navy	has	steadfastly	refused	to	negotiate	with	pirates	in	
the	past,	and	on	April	10,	they	reaffirmed	their	committment	to	that	
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no	difference	to	the	Popp	family	—	he	has	
proven	himself	to	be	a	valuable	crewmem-
ber.	“He	was	fearless,”	Nico	recalled.	“He	
even	tagged	along	to	the	 foredeck	when	
we	 hoisted	 the	 spinnaker	 on	 our	 way	
home.”	
	 The	Popps	have	been	sailing	as	a	family	
for	the	last	five	years,	and	have	no	plans	to	
stop,	especially	now	that	Leo	has	become	
such	a	salty	dog.	

— ladonna

policy	by	storming	the	boat.	The	skipper	of	Tanit	and	father	to	the	
child,	28-year-old	Florent	Lemacon,	was	shot	in	the	head.	An	autopsy	
proved	inconclusive	as	to	whose	bullet	killed	him,	but	he	was	being	
held	in	the	cabin	during	the	raid.	Two	pirates	were	killed,	and	three	
others	arrested.	The	worst	
part	of	this	tragedy	is	that	
Tanit’s	 crew	 had	 been	
warned	 by	 the	 French	
military	 just	 days	 before	
to	 leave	 the	 area	 due	 to	
increased	piracy	but	they	
chose	to	continue.
	 Longtime	 Sausalito-
resident	 and	 merchant	
mariner	 Miri	 Skoriak,	
who	 holds	 her	 1600-ton	
Master	 license	 and	 fre-
quently	 crews	 on	 large	
ships,	 recently	 returned	
from	a	tour	of	duty	as	2nd	
Mate	on	a	655-ft	car	carrier	ship	passing	through	the	Gulf	of	Aden	
en	route	to	Kuwait	—	with	a	load	of	tanks!	“We	were	on	especially	
high	alert	because	we	were	going	through	in	 ‘pirate	weather,’”	she	
recalled.	Skoriak	explained	that	‘pirate	weather’	would	mean	lovely	
calm	seas	anywhere	else	in	the	world.	Off	Yemen	and	Somalia,	though,	
it	means	the	crews	of	the	20,000	passing	ships	must	be	even	more	
vigilant	than	usual.	On	Skoriak’s	ship,	extra	crewmembers	were	on	
designated	‘pirate	watch’	patrolling	the	decks	at	all	times	during	the	
entire	transit	of	the	Gulf,	which	took	about	48	hours	at	19	knots.
	 It	was	during	‘pirate	watch’	that	a	fishing	skiff	was	spotted	throt-
tling	toward	the	ship	at	about	30	knots.	“The	local	fishermen	know	
better	than	to	get	too	close	to	ships	at	high	speed,”	Skoriak	noted,	“so	
this	boat,	coming	straight	at	us	at	full	speed,	was	very	suspicious.”	
Most	commercial	shipping	companies	don’t	allow	their	ships	to	carry	
weapons	for	a	variety	of	reasons	so	crews	have	to	be	creative	to	thwart	
an	attack.	Generally,	ships	use	evasive	maneuvers	and	some	form	of	
deterrent,	like	water	cannons	or	slippery	foam.	In	this	case,	the	crew	
rolled	out	a	high-powered	loudspeaker	called	a	Long	Range	Acoustic	
Device.	“You	point	it	at	the	pirates	and	press	a	button,”	Skoriak	said.	

“The	tremendous,	highly	focused	noise	
completely	 incapacitates	anyone	 in	 its	
path.”	Indeed,	after	the	crew	set	off	the	
LRAD,	the	skiff	came	to	a	complete	halt	
and	was	left	in	the	wake	of	the	ship.
	 But	 Somali	 pirates	 have	 become	
increasingly	 bold	 over	 the	 last	 several	
months.	Attacks		worldwide	have	dou-
bled	so	far	this	year	to	102,	with	Somali	
pirates	responsible	for	60%	of	them.	Sev-
eral	countries	maintain	military	forces	
in	 the	Gulf	of	Aden,	but	 technicalities	
in	 NATO	 law	 make	 it	 difficult,	 if	 not	
impossible,	 for	one	country’s	 forces	 to	

arrest	those	who	attack	another	country’s	ship,	something	Secretary	
of	State	Hillary	Rodham	Clinton	is	trying	to	change.	Meanwhile,	the	
ransoms	paid	by	shipping	companies	continue	to	fund	the	pirates,	
allowing	them	to	build	ever-more	sophisticated	arsenals	and	recruit	
more	desperately	poor	Somalis.	And	they’re	extending	their	range	—	a	
spate	of	attacks	was	reported	off	the	Seychelles	in	the	Indian	Ocean	
last	month,	600	miles	or	so	off	the	coast	of	Somalia.
	 The	final	solution	remains	to	be	seen,	but	anyone	thinking	of	sail-
ing	within	1,000	miles	of	Somalia	should	rethink	their	plans.

— ladonna

‘Tanit’s crew were held at gunpoint for days 
before French commandos raided the boat.

Miri Skoriak on pirate watch.
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america’s cup — it’s mega-multis! time to check
	 If	you	thought	lightning	didn’t	strike	twice,	think	again.	The	hot	
news	coming	out	of	Geneva	as	this	issue	went	to	press	was	that	—	for	
the	second	time	in	its	history	—	a	multihull	will	vie	for	the	America’s	
Cup.	Two	of	them,	in	fact,	and	they	won’t	be	no	measly	60-footers	like	
the	cat	with	which	Dennis	Conner	trounced	Michael	Fay’s	gigantic	
120-ft	monohull	New Zealand	 in	1988.	But	we’re	getting	ahead	of	
ourselves.	Let’s	start	at	the	beginning	of	last	month.	
	 On	April	2,	the	New	York	Appeals	Court	ruled	that	Spain’s	CNEV	was	
out	as	the	Challenger	of	Record	for	the	next	A-Cup,	and	BMW Oracle 
Racing	—	or	more	accurately,	our	own	Golden	Gate	YC	—	was	in.	
	 You	may	remember	that	CNEV	—	Club	Nautico	España	de	Vela	
—	was	the	‘paper’	yacht	club	hastily	created	after	the	last	America’s	
Cup	and	named	by	the	winning	Swiss	Alinghi	team	to	be	Challenger	
of	Record	for	the	next	one.	In	past	Cups,	the	mandate	of	the	COR	is	to	
accept	challenges	from	other	syndicates	and	organize	
the	 challenger	 series.	 In	 this	 case,	however,	Alinghi	
syndicate	head	Ernesto	Bertarelli	was	the	one	calling	
the	shots,	and	he	quickly	started	playing	fast	and	loose	
with	the	rules	for	the	next	Cup,	announcing,	among	
other	things,	a	new	boat	design	and	that	the	defender	
could	take	part	in	the	challenger	eliminations.
	 BOR	 syndicate	 head	 Larry	 Ellison	 and	 the	 GGYC	
cried	‘Foul!’	and	set	in	motion	legal	action	that,	in	the	
last	year	and	a	half,	has	had	more	ups	and	downs	than	
the	Dow	Jones.	Since	the	original	Deed	of	Gift	was	filed	
in	New	York	State	back	in	1887,	all	legal	matters	con-
cerning	the	America’s	Cup	must	go	through	New	York	
courts.	And	they’ve	been	busy.	Last	year,	the	State	Supreme	Court	ruled	
in	favor	of	BMW Oracle Racing,	but	that	was	overturned	on	appeal	by	
Alinghi’s	home	club,	Societe	Nautique	de	Geneve	(SNG).	This	latest	and	
final	decision	by	the	State	Appeals	Court	—	no	further	appeals	can	
be	made	(on	this	particular	issue)	—	reinstates	the	original	decision:	
CNEV	did	not	satisfy	the	requirements	of	the	Deed	of	Gift,	and	since	
BMW Oracle Racing/GGYC	did,	they	were	the	Challenger	of	Record.	
	 After	the	ruling,	it	fell	to	the	principles	in	the	case	to	meet	and	
decide	one	of	three	things:	1)	Run	a	‘regular’,	multi-nation,	multi-boat	
America’s	Cup	Regatta	in	Version	5	IACC	yachts	(the	ones	used	in	the	
last	Cup)	as	early	as	next	April;	2)	Run	a	‘special’	Deed	of	Gift	contest	
between	just	the	two	syndicates,	to	be	sailed	in	giant	multihulls	10	
months	from	the	date	of	the	decision,	which	means	next	February;	or	
3)	Make	some	new	legal	challenge	that	would	mire	the	Cup	in	another	
year	or	two	of	court	battles.	
	 As	mentioned,	representatives	of	the	two	syndicates	decided	on	the	
special	match.	As	most	of	you	know,	BOR	already	has	a	Peteghem/
Provost-designed	90-ft	x	90-ft	super-trimaran	built	and	sailing.	Not	
much	is	known	of	the	Alinghi	craft,	other	than	that	it’s	under	con-
struction	on	the	shores	of	Lake	Geneva.	The	only	design	parameters	
noted	in	the	Deed	of	Gift	are	a	90-ft	waterline	for	a	single-masted	
craft,	and	115-ft	waterline	for	a	boat	with	two	or	more	masts.	One	
of	the	more	tantalizing	rumors	is	that	the	Alinghi	boat	might	sport	a	
yawl	rig	to	accommodate	the	additional	LWL.	At	this	writing,	however,	
the	project	was	under	tight	wraps	and	no	news	was	being	released.
	 Bertarelli	gets	to	choose	the	venue,	and	since	the	Deed	of	Gift	pre-
vents	Cup	races	from	taking	place	between	November	1	and	May	1	in	
the	northern	hemisphere,	the	best-two-of-three	bouts	will	take	place	
somewhere	south	of	the	equator.	(While	we’re	waiting	for	Bertarelli	
to	make	up	his	mind,	let	us	know	where	you	think	it	should	be	held	
by	emailing	editorial@latitude38.com.)
	 Oh,	and	don’t	completely	discount	choice	‘3’	yet.	If	you’ll	recall,	
the	1988	special	match	spent	hundreds	of	hours	more	time	in	the	
courtroom	than	it	did	on	the	water.	We	can’t	help	thinking	that	the	
lawyers	aren’t	done	with	this	one	yet,	either.

— jr

	 Last	month,	while	getting	ready	to	go	
out	for	a	day	of	racing,	I	noticed	that	an-
other	crewmember’s	PFD	was	extremely	
loose,	 so	 I	 demonstrated	 how	 easily	 he	
could	slip	out.	Of	course,	he	was	an	ex-
perienced	OYRA	sailor	who	just	hadn’t	yet	
tightened	it	up.	
	 I	was	a	little	embarrassed	but	it	initiat-
ed	a	conversation	on	safety.	And	wouldn’t	
you	know	it,	by	the	end	of	the	race,	we’d	
put	someone	in	the	water.	The	good	news	

At presstime, it looked as though ‘Alinghi’ 
and ‘BOR’ would face off in fast and furious 
multihulls rather than tall and stately IACCs. 
If it were only that black and white.
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happy ending for april fool’s tragedyyour pfds
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is	that	he	kept	a	hand	on	the	boat	because	
the	bad	news	is	that	his	PFD	didn’t	go	off.	
When	I	got	home,	I	checked	my	own	PFD	
and	it	would	have	failed	as	well.
	 Not	long	after	that,	someone	went	into	
the	water	during	a	Richmond	YC	beer	can	
race.	 Another	 conversation	 aboard	 our	
boat	ensued.	
	 As	another	crewmember	told	a	tragic	
drowning	story,	I	checked	their	PFD.	Parts	

continued in middle column of next sightings page

	 A	26-year-old	Aussie	sailor	named	Sarah	Andrews	learned	some	
very	hard	lessons	last	month.	And	they've	undoubtedly	been	rolling	
around	in	her	head	ever	since.	
	 Her	long-held	dream	was	to	buy	a	boat,	fit	it	out	for	long-distance	
cruising,	and	sail	it	home	to	Australia	after	honing	her	seamanship	
skills	 in	Mexico.	With	her	goal	clearly	defined,	she	sold	her	house	
and	car	last	year,	and	bought	a	nice	Ericson	39	in	the	Bay	Area.	She	
renamed	Gabrielle,	after	her	mom.	Having	singlehanded	from	Cali-
fornia	to	Baja's	Bahía	Asunción,	roughly	400	miles	south	of	the	bor-
der,	she	decided	to	take	on	an	amiable	crewman	named	Peter	for	the	

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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pfdshappy ending — cont’d
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tumbled	out	as	I	opened	it	up.	We	checked	
everyone	else’s	PFD	and	each	one	showed	
serious	corrosion.	When	I	got	home,	I	sent	
this	story	to	a	group	of	racing	friends	ask-
ing	them	to	check	their	PFDs.
	 One	 wrote	 back	 that	 they’d	 donned	
theirs	and	jumped	in	the	pool.	When	they	
pulled	the	cord,	all	the	gas	spewed	out	of	
the	 loose	fittings.	They	 then	blew	 it	up	
through	 the	 mouthpiece,	 but	 soon	 saw	
air	bubbling	up	—	there	were	two	holes	
in	the	air	bladder!	

210-mile	trip	to	Bahia	Santa	Maria	so	she	wouldn't	have	to	heave-to	
in	order	to	sleep	en route,	and	could	keep	up	with	two	southbound	
buddy	boats.	
	 Sadly,	Sarah	and	Peter	never	made	it	to	Bahia	Santa	Maria.	After	
setting	out	on	March	31,	they	found	themselves	sailing	in	challenging	
conditions	with	25-knot	winds	and	big	seas.	At	some	point,	Gabrielle's	
engine	quit	when	its	 impeller	 failed.	Peter	tried	to	repair	 it,	but	be-
came	seasick	before	he	had	any	success.	After	many	hours	of	hand-
steering	a	"straight	shot"	course	given	to	her	by	the	skipper	of	one	of	
the	buddy	boats,	Sarah	decided	she	needed	a	nap,	and	hove-to.	Then,	
shortly	after	midnight,	she	and	Peter	were	awakened	by	the	horrific	

continued on outside column of next sightings page
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— cont’d happy ending — cont’d
	 Another	friend	wrote	back	that	the	CO2	
cylinder	had	unscrewed	itself	over	time.	
He	wondered	how	many	times	he’d	raced	
with	it	like	that.	
	 When	was	the	last	time	you	checked	
your	PFD?	
 Ed. note: National Safe Boating Week 
(www.safeboatingcampaign.com) is May 
16-22, so it’s as good a time as any to 
make sure your inflatable PFD will perform 
as expected when you need it most.

— celeste mirassou

sound	of	fiberglass	crunching	into	an	immovable	object,	and Gabrielle	
began	taking	on	water.	They'd	smacked	straight	into	Roca	Ballena,	a	
charted	but	unmarked	pinnacle,	 lying	five	miles	off	the	coast.	It's	a	
bitter	irony	that	the	accident	occurred	in	the	first	hour	of	April	Fool's	
Day.	 And	 while	 these	 unlucky	
sailors	may	have	felt	like	fools	for	
overlooking	 this	 charted	 hazard,	
their	situation	was	no	joke.
	 Their	 repeated	 mayday	 calls	
over	VHF	went	unanswered,	and	
Gabrielle was	 taking	 on	 water	
fast.	 Sarah	 instinctively	 set	 off	
her	EPIRB,	but	since	it	was	regis-
tered	to	her	permanent	address,	
the	confirmation	call	went	to	her	
mom	in	Australia,	no	doubt	ter-
rifying	her	on	what	turned	out	to	
be	her	birthday.
	 Meanwhile,	 Sarah	 and	 Pe-
ter	 kept	 their	 heads	 and	 exer-
cised	 what	 appeared	 to	 be	 their	
only	 option:	 to	 sail	 like	 hell	 for	
the	nearest	beach	with	hopes	of	
grounding	 Gabrielle	 before	 she	
sank	beneath	them.	It	was	after	3	
a.m.	when	they	neared	the	Punta	
Abreojos	lighthouse,	and	by	then	
the	sloop	was	 laboring	heavily	with	 its	cargo	of	sea	water.	Unsure	
whether	 to	 turn	 to	 the	 right	 or	 left	 of	 the	 light,	 they	 steered	 left,	
which	unfortunately	drove	Gabrielle up	on	a	rocky	shelf.	
	 With	waves	crashing	down	on	 them,	 they	finally	 raised	a	Mexi-
can	 fisherman	 on	 their	 VHF.	 He	 quickly	 mobilized	 both	 villagers,	
who	soon	tried	to	illuminate	the	scene	with	vehicle	headlights,	and	
the	Mexican	Navy,	who	attempted	unsuccessfully	to	reach	the	ship-
wrecked	crew	by	panga.	(Peter	later	told	of	trying	to	dial	for	help	on	
his	 iPhone	while	 clinging	desperately	 to	 the	mast,	 but	his	 fingers	
were	too	cold	to	activate	the	device's	touch	screen.)	Eventually,	they	
threw	 their	 punctured	 inflatable	 dinghy	 in	 the	water	 and	 jumped	
on	top	of	it,	expecting	to	kick	to	shore,	but	found	they	were	in	only	
knee-deep	water.	Whether	from	shock,	exhaustion,	or	pure	joy,	they	
both	started	laughing	hysterically.
	 After	dawn,	Canadian	expat	Shari	Bondy,	her	Mexican	husband	
Juan	 Marron,	 and	 others	 helped	 Sarah	 salvage	 as	 much	 gear	 as	
possible	from	the	rapidly	disintegrating	wreck,	and	gave	the	unlucky	
sailors	shelter	at	 their	comfy	Blowhole	B&B.	Turns	out	Shari	was	
shipwrecked	 herself	 in	 her	 youth,	 and	 received	 equally	 generous	
treatment	in	Costa	Rica.
	 Although	Sarah	did	salvage	some	equipment	and	personal	effects,	
the	 boat	 was	 uninsured	 and	 she	 lost	 all	 her	 ID,	 cash	 and	 credit	
cards.	But	this	story	will	apparently	have	a	happy	ending.	When	Port	
Townsend,	Washington-based	sailor	Brian	Jose	heard	Sarah's	tragic	
tale,	he	offered	to	give her	his	28-ft	Pearson	Triton	Phoenix	—	which	
had	been	given	to	him	two	years	ago	when	his	own	Triton,	Shelly 
B,	burned	to	the	waterline	and	sank	in	La	Paz.	What	goes	around,	
comes	around.	
	 That	act	of	kindness	quickly	took	Sarah's	mood	from	gloomy	to	
gleeful.	Among	the	many	lessons	learned,	we'll	bet	Sarah	would	now	
echo	what	countless	sailing	instructors	preach:	never,	ever	rely	on	
someone	else's	navigation,	even	if	they	have	decades	of	experience.	
Ironically,	had	Sarah	been	sailing	solo,	without	the	track	of	buddy	
boats	to	follow,	she	might	have	sailed	more	conservatively,	farther	
offshore.	And	April	Fool's	Day	might	have	passed	unnoticed.

— andy

A half-full bottle of Jameson whiskey 
will be saved for a special occasion.
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Juan Marron and a friend helped 
Sarah salvage what they could 
from the wreck of ‘Gabrielle’.
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clipper race training report short
	 Over	the	last	few	months,	we’ve	met	some	of	the	Northern	Califor-
nians	signed	up	for	this	year’s	Clipper	‘Round	the	World	Race,	and	
much	like	them,	we’re	curious	to	see	what	Clipper	Ventures’	training	
is	all	about.	Fortunately,	the	Bay	Area’s	Charles	Willson,	whom	we	
profiled	in	April’s	Sightings,	just	returned	from	the	race’s	first	two	
of	three	training	segments	in	Gosport,	U.K.	The	training	was	carried	
out	on	Clipper	60s,	which	have	already	been	around	the	planet	four	
times,	and	the	Clipper	68s,	the	boats	he	will	be	sailing	later	this	year.	
The	following	are	excerpts	from	Willson’s	copious	notes:
	 •	“Each	skipper	structures	the	Part	A	week	differently	based	on	
their	preference	and	weather	conditions.	On	my	training,	we	spent	
one	night	in	Cowes,	one	night	in	Falmouth	and	one	night	anchored	
off	the	Isle	of	Wight.	We	had	intended	to	spend	48	non-stop	hours	
sailing	to	introduce	us	to	the	watch	system	but	we	ended	up	in	pea	
soup	fog	with	a	lot	of	commercial	traffic	.	.	.	.
	 •	“Each	training	boat	has	a	skipper	and	a	first	mate.	Clipper	has	
been	screening	potential	race	skippers	for	several	months.	On	aver-
age,	they	seemed	younger	and	very	hands-off	—	taking	the	
approach	that	success	comes	from	the	crew	working	in	sync.	
They	seldom	jumped	in,	grabbed	anything	or	took	the	helm,	
but	took	every	opportunity	to	teach.	Not	once	did	they	get	
angry	or	short	with	the	crew	despite	ample	opportunity.
	 •	“The	two	crews	I	trained	with	were	a	mix	of	young	and	
old,	extremely	fit	or	a	tad	out	of	shape,	sailing	veterans	or	first	
timers,	fearless	or	cautious.	There	was	no	obvious	advantage	
to	being	a	sailing	veteran,	or	disadvantage	of	being	a	rookie.	
These	are	big	boats	that	take	a	team	to	sail.	By	the	end	of	the	
week	we	were	all	best	friends	and	I	wouldn’t	hesitate	to	do	the	
race	with	the	crews	I	trained	with.	Crewing	is	very	physical;	by	
the	end,	the	joints	in	my	hands	were	extremely	swollen	and	
sore	from	wrestling	brass	hanks,	sweating	halyards,	pulling	
on	sheets	and	flaking	headsails.
	 •	“Clipper	has	a	very	clear	process	and	language	for	how	it	
wants	things	done	onboard.	Several	of	the	skippers	and	mates	
paused	and	corrected	 themselves	when	 they	 realized	 they	
were	deviating	from	guidelines,	i.e.	safety	turns	on	winches	
under	load:	five	turns	on	a	winch	for	any	line	being	ground,	
three	turns	when	easing	a	line	by	hand;	always	go	to	the	bow	
via	the	high	side,	etc	.	.	.	.
	 •	“	You	will	likely	get	‘mother	duty’	at	least	once,	and	pos-
sibly	 twice,	 during	 each	 training.	 Responsibilities	 include	
preparing	breakfast,	lunch,	dinner	and	serving	tea,	biscuits	
and	chocolate	 three	 to	 four	 times	a	day.	You	may	end	up	
cooking	at	the	dock,	you	also	may	end	up	having	to	put	din-
ner	together	while	heeled	50°	on	a	beat.
	 •	Eight	of	the	10	in	my	‘Part	A,’	and	seven	of	the	11	in	my	‘Part	
B’	got	seasick.	It	never	lasted	long.	By	the	time	you	get	to	part	B,	it	
becomes	a	competition	to	see	how	far	you	can	shoot	off	the	stern.”

— rob

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 Institutional	memory	is	imperative	to	the	persistence	of	any	cul-
ture,	and	sailing	is	no	exception.	We	preserve	ours	in	everything	from		
maritime	museums,	photos	and	half-models	on	yacht	club	walls	to	
yearbooks	and	perpetual	trophies.	While	no	yacht	club	or	class	as-
sociation	could	be	big	enough	to	capture	all	sailing	culture	in	its	en-
tirety,	given	a	member	with	the	know-how	and	interest	to	capture	its	
own,	succession	becomes	more	an	imperative	than	a	question	mark.	
The	Snipe	—	one	of	the	world’s	oldest	dinghy	classes	—	is	fortunate	
to	count	one	of	these	people	as	its	own.

standing on the shoulders of giants

Spring training — Spread, Charles Willson 
is just one of several Bay Area sailors 
taking part in the next running of the Clip-
per Round the World Race. Inset, Willson 
reports that every crewmember he’s met 
is very competent, and that he would be 
proud to sail with them all.

	 SAN DIEGO	—	San	Francisco	 sailor	
Sean	Haggerty,	39,	was	reported	missing	
in	late	March	after	he	failed	to	arrive	in	
San	Diego	as	scheduled.	Haggerty	called	
a	 friend	 from	 his	 cellphone,	 reporting	
that	his	outboard	and	GPS	had	crapped	
out.	He	wasn’t	heard	from	after	that.	The	
Coast	Guard	launched	a	massive	search,	
and	just	as	searchers	were	getting	ready	
to	return	home	that	night,	the	crew	of	a	
C-130	aircraft	spotted	Sea Hag	about	46	
miles	southwest	of	San	Diego.	The	USCG	
cutter	Haddock	towed	the	disabled	boat	
—	and	an	uninjured	Haggerty	—	to	Shel-
ter	Island.
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	 In	his	professional	 capacity	 as	 a	 videographer,	 the	Bay’s	Vince	
Casalaina	has	covered	sailing	for	the	last	25	years,	from	the	America’s	
Cup	to	18-ft	skiffs.	Along	the	way	he’s	racked	up	two	Emmys	for	his	
sailing	programs:	White on Water,	which	he	co-produced	with	Morning 
Light	producer	Leslie	DeMeuse,	and	The Citibank Cup.
	 Casalaina’s	avocation	all	those	years	has	been	the	Snipe,	and	he’s	
embarking	on	a	project	to	give	something	back	to	the	class.
	 “Go	to	any	yacht	club	in	America	and	ask	people	about	their	sail-
ing	history,	and	invariably	you’ll	hear	how	much	fun	they	had	sailing	
one-design	dinghies	as	kids,’	Casalaina	said.	“If	they’re	over	60,	you’ll	
almost	certainly	hear	about	Snipes,	Stars,	or	Lightnings.
	 “These	classes	are	still	strong	today,	but	they’re	in	constant	struggle	
with	an	ever-growing	list	of	manufacturers’	classes,”	he	said.	“Many	of	
the	sailors	who	experienced	the	early	history	of	the	class	firsthand	are	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

	 SOUTHERN OCEAN	—	Italian	would-
be	circumnavigators,	Pietro	and	Vittorio	
Fresi,	 were	 rescued	 by	 a	 tanker	 about	
3,500	miles	off	the	tip	of	South	America	
on	April	 8,	 three	 days	 after	 dismasting	
in	a	storm.	The	father-son	sailing	team	
had	left	Italy	on	September	7	aboard	their	
34-ft	steel	sailboat,	Onitron,	on	a	planned	
non-stop	circuit	along	the	clipper	route.	
 SANTA BARBARA	 —	 David	 Crosby	
has	decided	to	sell	his	1947	59-ft	Alden	
schooner	Mayan.	“After	40	years	of	sail-
ing	and	writing	many	of	my	best	songs	
aboard,	I	have	reached	the	point	where	

continued in middle column of next sightings page
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aging.	Some	have	already	died.	Many	more	are	in	failing	health.”
	 Casalaina	doesn’t	plan	on	 letting	 them	go	without	getting	 their	
two-cents	worth.	So	he’s	started	convincing	the	class’s	stalwarts	to	
‘talk	story’	on	the	record.	He’ll	be	combining	these	interviews	with	
racing	footage	and	packaging	all	of	it	into	a	30-minute	documentary.	
Serious Sailing, Serious Fun: A Snipe Family History	will	examine	the	
history	of	the	class	in	the	context	of	the	promise	for	its	future.	He’s	
planning	to	premiere	the	film	in	2011,	the	design’s	80th	anniversary,	
and	he’s	already	started	interviewing	class	members,	including	locals	
like	Richmond	YC	centenarian	Gordon	Miller	and	former	Snipe	Junior	
National	Champion	Stephen	Bechtel,	Jr.
	 “The	class	has	a	rich	history,	and	if	we	don’t	start	preserving	it	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

I	must	let	her	go,”	says	the	68-year-old	
musician.	Crosby,	who	learned	to	sail	at	
age	11,	has	owned	the	boat	since	1968.	
The	asking	price	is	$1	million.
	 ST. BARTH	—	The	180-ft	motoryacht	
Steel	was	T-boned	by	the	123-ft	S&S-de-
signed	ketch	Axia while	at	anchor	in	Gus-
tavia	anchorage	on	March	30.	The	cause	
was	 a	 malfunctioning	 autopilot	 aboard	
Axia,	which	suffered	extensive	damage.	
	 SANTA ANA	—	Skylar	Deleon,	29,	was	
sentenced	 to	 death	 on	 April	 10	 for	 the	
2004	 murders	 of	 Mexico	 vets	 Tom	 and	
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	 After	we’d	given	Baja	Ha-Ha	presentations	at	the	Strictly	Sail	Pa-
cific	boat	show	in	Oakland	last	month,	several	people	asked	us	what	
we	thought	participation	would	be	like	for	the	'Sweet	Sixteen'	event	
this	fall.	We	replied	that,	given	the	unusual	times,	we	honestly	don't	
know.	There	could	be	a	lot	fewer	than	the	norm	of	about	155	starters	
—	or	maybe	a	lot	more.
	 But	here	are	some	things	that	we	do	know:	During	the	boat	show	
presentations,	about	the	same	percentage	of	folks	as	always	raised	
their	hands	indicating	they	planned	to	do	the	Ha-Ha	this	year.	Multi-
time	Ha-Ha	vets	Roger	and	Diana	Frizzelle	of	the	Catalina	470	Di's 
Dream,	who	sell	Catalina	Yachts	at	Farallone	Yachts,	tell	us	that	nine	
of	their	Northern	California	clients	will	be	Ha-Ha’ing	this	fall.	There	
is	a	whole	flock	of	catamarans	that	did	the	Ha-Ha	last	year	and	are	
coming	back	 to	California	 to	 do	 it	 all	 over	 again	—	 including	 the	

continued on outside column of next sightings page

You haven’t seen a ‘charlie-foxtrot’ until you’ve 
seen the Master Mariners fleet round the first 
weather mark in their annual regatta. The main 
event for the Bay’s classic yachts — scheduled, 
as ever, on Memorial Day Saturday (May 23) — is 
one of the great spectacles of the year on the 
Bay. Even if you can’t catch a ride on one of the 
pre-WWII woodies, plan to sail out and spectate 
— from a respectable distance, please. It’s crazy 
enough out there as it is!

baja ha-ha turns ‘sweet sixteen’

	 The	‘ick	meter’	was	cranked	up	several	notches	last	month	when,	
on	the	same	day	heavy	winds	swept	through	the	Bay	Area,	a	dead	gray	
whale	weaved	its	smelly	way	around	Richardson	Bay.	The	Army	Corps	
of	Engineers	wran-
gled	 the	 bloated	
beast	and	anchored	
it	 just	 outside	 the	
channel	 —	 off	 the	
Spinnaker	 Restau-
rant	 in	 Sausalito	
—	to	wait	for	better	
weather	 to	 tow	 it	
out	 to	 sea.	 “We’re	
charged	 with	 re-
moving	debris	from	
federal	 channels,”	
said	Chief	of	Public	
Affairs	 J.D.	 Hard-
esty.	“That	includes	
large	items	such	as	big	logs	or	dead	whales.”	He	noted	that	the	last	
whale	they	removed	was	seven	years	ago,	but	the	year	before	that,	
they’d	had	five.
	 The	 seven-ton,	 24-	 to	 30-ft	 gray	 —	 probably	 a	 younger	 whale	
—	filled	 the	nostrils	of	Richardson	Bay	sailors	with	a	 fetid	stench	
for	several	days	before	the	Corps	contracted	with	a	private	party	to	
tow	the	rotting	behemoth	out	several	miles	past	the	Farallones	for	
disposal.	Its	location	near	the	main	channel	made	for	an	interesting	
—	and	revolting	—	obstacle	for	some	mariners.	One	group	of	young	
sailors	bumped	into	it	the	night	before	it	was	hauled	away	when	they	
ran	out	of	diesel	just	a	little	too	close	to	the	scene.	“We	had	to	push	
ourselves	off	of	it,”	said	one	gal	with	a	shudder.	“It	was	totally	gross!	
Blech!”	

—	ladonna

This ‘great white whale’ caused quite a stink in Sausalito 
last month when it drifted through Richardson Bay. 
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the moby dick of richardson bay

now,	it	will	slip	away,”	Casalaina	said.
	 Not	only	will	this	project	be	a	boon	for	the	Snipe	class,	but	it’s	
a	reminder	for	others	that	it’s	at	our	own	peril	that	we	forget	words	
commonly	attributed	to	Sir	Isaac	Newton,	that	‘we’re	all	standing	on	
the	shoulders	of	giants.’
	 You	 can	 see	highlights	 of	 the	 interviews	 and	 regatta	 videos	 at:
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=VinceSail&view=playlists.

— rob

Jackie	 Hawks.	 The	 jury	 that	 convicted	
Deleon	 in	 November	 recommended	 the	
ultimate	 penalty,	 and	 the	 judge	 in	 the	
case	agreed,	partly	because	of	the	heinous	
nature	of	the	crimes.	
	 Deleon	feigned	interest	in	buying	the	
Hawkses’	motoryacht,	Well Deserved	and	
lured	them	into	a	sea	trial.	He	and	two	
accomplices	 then	 forced	 the	 Hawkses	
to	sign	financial	documents	before	tying	
them	 to	 an	 anchor	 and	 throwing	 them	
overboard.	

— ladonna
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Catana	52	Escapade,	the	Corsair	41	Endless Summer,	the	Schionning	
49	Sea Level,	the	Hughes	45	Capricorn Cat,	and	Profligate,	the	Sur-
fin'	63	mothership	of	the	event.	Other	'repeat	offenders’	we're	aware	
of	at	this	early	date	are	Holly	Scott	of	the	Long	Beach-based	Cal	40	
Mahalo,	and	Steve	Coleman	and	Mary	Ferro	of	the	Sausalito-based	
Swan	42	Bluzzz,	Myron	and	Marina	Eisenzimmer	of	Mill	Valley-based	
Swan	42	Mykonos,	and	Patsy	Verhoeven	of	the	Gulfstar	50	Talion.	
Others	have	asked	us	if	we	could,	pretty	please,	not	make	their	entry	

public	until	the	very	last	
minute,	so	their	employ-
ers	 have	 no	 idea	 they	
are	 planning	 to	 ditch	
their	jobs.	Based	on	the	
above,	we're	reasonably	
confident	that	we	won't	
have	to	Ha-Ha	alone.
	 F o r 	 t h o s e 	 w h o	
haven't	 been	 involved	
in	 West	 Coast	 sailing	
before,	the	Ha-Ha	is	the	
approximately-750-mile	
cruisers'	rally	from	San	

Diego	to	Cabo	San	Lucas,	with	R&R	stops	at	Turtle	Bay	and	Bahia	
Santa	Maria.	The	term	'rally'	means	this	is	not	about	white	knuckle	
sailing	or	beating	your	friends,	and	that	you	can	use	your	motor	when	
you	want.	Everybody	who	finishes	the	Ha-Ha	is	a	winner.	This	year's	
Ha-Ha	Kick-Off	and	Halloween	Costume	Party	will	be	in	the	parking	
lot	of	the	West	Marine	super	store	in	San	Diego	on	October	25,	and	the	
Ha-Ha	start	will	be	the	following	morning	off	Pt.	Loma	at	11	a.m.
	 The	goals	of	the	Ha-Ha	are	for	everyone	to	make	it	safely	to	Cabo	
San	Lucas,	while	having	a	 grand	 time	 sailing	and	meeting	 lots	 of	
other	folks	along	the	way.	In	fact,	the	number	one	reason	people	say	
they	like	the	Ha-Ha	is	because	of	all	the	great	people	they	meet.	Love	
to	drink	heavily	and	dance	naked	in	front	of	everyone?	Sorry,	this	is	
not	the	event	for	you.	Indeed,	the	Ha-Ha	fleet	usually	features	about	
15	kids	under	the	age	15,	and	we	want	all	the	Ha-Ha	activities	to	be	
suitable	for	them.	Indeed,	we're	delighted	to	report	we'll	have	a	new	
beach	party	site	in	Cabo	this	year,	one	that's	nicer,	more	sophisticated	
and	less	raunchy	than	the	other	beach	venues	in	'Cabo	and	Gomor-
rah'.
	 The	Ha-Ha	is	open	to	boats	27	feet	or	longer	that	were	designed,	
built,	 and	 have	 been	 maintained	 for	 offshore	 sailing.	 But	 it's	 the	
responsibility	of	every	skipper	and	crewmember	to	make	sure	their	
boat	is	up	for	the	job.	If	you're	not	sure,	you	need	to	get	a	trip	sur-
vey	from	a	qualified	surveyor.	To	date,	43	of	the	45	Ha-Ha	legs	have	
featured	light-to-moderate	winds	from	astern,	but	don't	fool	yourself,	
you	need	to	be	prepared	for	the	worst	the	Pacific	can	dish	out.	We	
strive	to	avoid	any	weather	surprises,	of	course,	and	to	that	end	we	
provide	professional	weather	forecasting	from	Commanders'	Weather	
each	morning	during	roll	call.	There	must	be	at	least	two	crew	on	
each	boat	who	have	experience	in	overnight	offshore	sailing.
	 We're	proud	that	at	$350	per	boat,	the	Ha-Ha	costs	just	a	fraction	
of	similar-length	rallies	around	the	world.	(It's	only	$300	if	you	are	
under	35	years	old	or	your	boat	is	under	35	feet.)	We're	also	proud	that	
we	hand	out	more	swag	than	anyone.	Included	in	each	entry	pack	are	
lots	of	special	offers	from	the	event's	sponsors	which,	in	years	past,	
have	included	slip	discounts	in	Mexico	that	far	exceeded	the	cost	of	
the	event	itself.	As	we're	just	signing	up	sponsors	now	—	there	were	
more	than	25	last	year	—	we're	unable	to	give	out	details	yet.
	 Online	sign-ups	for	the	Ha-Ha	start	May	1	at	www.baja-haha.com.	
There	are	two	big	reasons	to	sign	up	early.	First,	countless	Ha-Ha	
folks	have	told	us	that	the	firm	date	gave	them	a	fixed	target	to	shoot	
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The ladies love the Ha-Ha . . . 

Doesn’t a downwind run to Baja sound 
good right about now?

. . . and so do the kids.

	 Within	 48	 hours	 of	 announcing	 the	
Delta	 Doo	 Dah	 in	 March	 4’s	 ‘Lectronic 
Latitude,	all	30	available	spots	in	this	first	
annual	fun	rally	to	the	Delta	were	spoken	
for.	Though	we	knew	some	 folks	would	
be	disappointed,	we	intentionally	limited	
the	number	of	entries	so	we	could	work	
out	the	bugs	this	year	with	the	hope	of	
expanding	next	year.
	 The	 response	 from	 Delta	 residents	
has	been	just	as	tremendous!	Plans	are	
underway	for	some	kick-ass	parties	that	
will	make	this	one	heck	of	an	event.
	 But	even	if	you	didn’t	make	 it	as	an	
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for,	and	without	it,	they	might	never	have	let	loose	the	docklines.	Sec-
ondly,	the	earlier	you	sign	up,	the	more	likely	you	are	to	be	offered	a	
berth	in	Cabo	San	Lucas.	Our	general	recommendation	is	to	stay	in	
Cabo	for	as	short	a	time	as	possible,	as	it's	both	a	honky-tonk	place	
and	ruled	by	the	sportfishing	fleet.	Nonetheless,	getting	a	berth	for	
a	day	or	two	is	a	real	crew	pleaser,	and	gets	you	ready	to	move	on	to	
Mexico's	many	fine	anchorages.
	 The	 Ha-Ha	 organizers	 have	 been	 a	 consistent	 lot:	 The	 Grand	
Poobah,	who	has	done	14	of	them,	Assistant	Poobah,	'Banjo'	Andy		
Turpin,	who	has	done	13,	and	Security	Chief	Doña	de	Mallorca,	who	
has	also	done	13.	People	often	ask	us	if	we're	sick	of	the	event	yet.	
Are	they	kidding?	None	of	us	would	miss	a	Ha-Ha	for	our	lives.	So	if	
it's	something	you'd	like	to	do,	please	join	us;	we'd	love	to	have	you.

— the grand poobah
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. . . and so do the kids.

official	Doo	Dah	entry,	don’t	let	that	stop	
you	from	enjoying	all	the	Delta	has	to	of-
fer.	You	can	even	use	the	Doo	Dah	website	
at	www.deltadoodah.com	as	a	reference	
for	planning	your	own	trip	to	the	Delta.
	 Over	the	next	few	months,	we’ll	be	add-
ing	some	of	our	more	useful	Delta	articles	
for	 download,	 plus	 links	 to	 companies	
and	services.	We’re	even	dipping	our	toe	
into	the	social	networking	scene	by	join-
ing	Twitter.com	—	 follow	our	 ‘tweets’	on	
announcements	 and	 what’s	 happening	
during	the	Doo	Dah	in	real	time!

—	ladonna
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